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ADVERTISEMENT. 



iFor tht torr^ciion of some errata which were unavoidalley as 
ihe .proqf^^$sts could not be submitted to ike eye of the 
jiuthor, the reader is refmred to a list of them printed at 
the end of the volume. 
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fjmdalunt dRi claram Rhodon out Mitylenen 

Aid Ephesum, bimarisve Corinihi 
Mcenia, vel Baccho Thebas, vel jipoUine Delpkos. 

Insignes out Thessala Tempe. 
Sunt quibus unuvi opus est, intactce PaUadis urbetn 

Carmine perpetuo celebrare et . 
Undique decerptce frxmdi prcepanere olivam. 

Plurimus in Jummis hmcrem 
Aptum elicit equis Argos ditesque Myccenas. 

Me nee tarn patiens Lacedcemon. 
Nee tarn Larissce percu^sit campus 9pim/B, 

Quam damns AUmnece resonantis, 
^t prcBceps Anio et Tibumi Ulcus et udu 

Mobililms Pomceria rivis, 

HoRACEji Lib, u Qd. 7< 



f^ As in my lonely pilgrimage succeed^ 
Each sylvan view, mild or of grace' severe, 
That charms with loveliest interchange, I hail.. 
Thee Albion ! favoured isle^ sublimely rise. 
Towering o*er bleak Helvetia, rocks on rocks ; 
Thro' the deep vales, in wide expansion rush 
Impetuous strea^sj and from the mountain brow 
Dashes the foaming torrent : o'er thy #kies, 
Ausonia ! sui)$ witnout a cloud diffuse 
Rich^int^ of glowing lustre; and the wreck 
0f times reinote, fanes ai.id triumphal arcs 
Strew thy historic ground : yet not the }ess^ ^ 
Albion ! o-er thee profpsely Nature showers 
Her gifts ; with livelier verdure decks thy soil ; 
With every mingled charm of hill and dale. 
Mountain and mead, hoar cliif and forest wide; 
And thine the ruins, ivhere rapt genius l^roods 
|n pensive haunts romantic, rifled towers 
That beetling o'er the rock rear the grey crest 
Embattled : and, within the sacred glade 
Concealed^ t)ie abbey's ivyonxantlecTpile. 
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PREFACE. 



HE remarks made in a Tear through Nortli 
Wales having met with a very flattering reception, 
it was suggested by friends, that unless I paid an 
equal attention to South Wales, I should justly stand 
charged with partiality to one part of the principa* 
lity : especially as I had traversed both with similar 
views of information and research. 

I have been thus induced to submit the followin|^ 
observations on a very important part of the country 
to the public view ; fully sensible that if they pos- 
sess any claim to attention it must be found in accu- 
racy of investigation, and faithfulness of description. 
Most of them having been made with the objects in 
sight; and while present at the places to which they 
nefer« If it should be urged, that many have tra- 
yelled over this country, and that even Gleanings 
have been published on the beauty of its scenery, 
and the peculiarity of its custocbs, I must reply by 
an observation made on a former occasion. Every 
man sees, or fancies that be sees, somethiTig unob- 
served before, and that etvot is detected, and truth 
eoxifirmed by plenitude of information. In describing 
a beaten tract the utmost caution is. necessary to 
escape animadversion ; and* if in such a case the de- 
scription should possass any novelty, the author can^ 
not justly be charged with indolence or inattention* 

It may be added that few have travelled over thi^ 
country ia a scientific view : little therefore has been 
added to the stock of ^neral informatbo, which 
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Wales, from its numerous produdtidus, it calculated 
to afford. The remarks of those who have travelled 
for pleasure have generally partaken of the nature of 
their motives; and the inaccuracy of their descrip- 
tions has, too often, resembled the rapidity of their 
steps. Useful travel has a twofold object. It endea;r 
voiirs tof benefit the country it visits, while it labours 
to accumulate advantages for its own. If in ascer-^ 
taining facts I have sometimes slightly animadverted 
upon authors, who fancy themselves entitled to more 
veneration and respect/ and who conceive I have been 
too free with their works, I say^ disclaiming every 
idea of personality, *^ Amicus Plato ^ Amitus Socrates ^^ 
sed magis atniva Veritas. ^^ 

The detail of castles and battles may, to the super-' 
ficial reader, appear tedious and dull ; but it was 
impossible for a mind awake to the reminiscence of 
the past iiot to advert to suoh eventful periods ; and 
with the proud remains of other times in view not 
to recur to sucti extraordinary transactions^ 

The investigation of antiquities of a still more 
early date, if not calculated to please, are interest- 
ing in a more important view ; as tending to illus- 
trate the obsture parts of British history ; ushering 
kito view facts mistated or suppressed ; raising up 
beroes inadvertently or politically consigned to obli- 
vion ; and thus giving to historic truth its just cele* 
brity. In this respect the otherwise puerile know'^' 
ledge termed numismatology rises into consequence 
in the scale of science. . For any digression of thia 
natuie therefore utility must be my apology. 
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A TdtJR THROUGH SOUTH WALES. 



' LETTER L 

■ Dear Sir, 

X HE pleasure I received from the romantic 
scenery of North Wales excited a strong desire 
of visiting the southern part of the principality ;• 
not doubting, but from its more varied history, 
mixed population, and extent of maritime boun-- 
dary, it woqld furnish particulars satisfactory to 
know, and interesting to relate., You were pleased 
to express yourself so agreeably satisfied with my 
former sketches, that it gave me encouragement in 
this undertaking, an^d emboldened me again to ad- 
dress you upon a subject that some might con- 
sider as too trifling for public notice. 

Accompanied by friends, whose views were simi- 
lar to my own, and whose knowledge of the Ian- 
guage and country were calculated to point out the 
most curious objects, aiTd obtain the most correct 
information, I undertook the Tour of South Wales. 
A country, which, if Jess grand and romantic in its 
scenery than its northern neighbout^ in a variety of 
pleasing and useful object? is calculated to make 
up the deficiency. » . 

Desirous of going by water to the coast of Wales, 
we arrived early in June at the second city in tlie 
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2 Clifton and the Hoiwells. 

kingdom, intending to visit in our way its beautifal 
and admired environs, Clifton and the Hotwelh. 

To give you any adequate description of this ele-" 
gant village, and fashionable reaort of the children 
of affiiction or votaries of pleasure ; its romantic 
situation, extraordinary waters, delightful walks and 
rides on the contiguous downs, accommodatioHS, 
amusements and fashions of the place, would re- 
quire a volume. Our object in this visit was to 
trace the rare productions of its rocks in botany and 
mineralogy; but more especially as thi$ was an im^ 
portant Roman station, intimately connected with 
a chain of military posts, extending through the 
country we were going to^ traverse. No sooner had 
the Romans subdued any^ British towns of conse^ 
qence, than they surrounded them with fortified 
camps — '(" Civitatcs praesidiis et ca»tellis circum- 
datae." TAC.)^-for their protection r dnd their own- 
security ; some temporary, others permanent and 
stationary ^ especially on the banks of navigable 
rivers, and other commanding situations. Thus form- 
rng a line of fortified posts, foi; defensive or offen- 
sive co-operations. About the year of Christ SQ^ 
their victories, which commenced in Kent, were 
extended under the Propraetor Ostarius, to the 
banks of the Severn. And, as- a collateral defence, 
that prudent general secured the navigation of Bris- 
tol river. Jiriius Frontinus having crossed the for- 
mer river, and comrpleted the reduction of the 
Silures, the li^e was extended still westward to 
Caerwent and Calkna, terMaridunum andMenapia. 



Roman Camps and MxlUary Stations. S 

On the brgh and opposite points of Leigh and Clif*- 
ton Downs, in rocks that overhang the Avon« are 
the vestiges of three camps. They are of a seitiicir* 
lar shape, as tiearty as the ground would admh $ ihe 
land side being defended by four fosses and"* lbre6 ^ 
bulla, formed of loose limestones, heaped to a con- 
siderable height, and cemented together by filling 
up the interstices with boiling mortar* Instances of 
which are discovered in digging, where the adhering 
parts are ds tenacious, as the solid stone« The di« 
mensions of this at Clifton are about two hundred 
yavds in length, and about one, hundred and £fry 
in^ breadth. A deep trench is cut through the solid 
rock, the whole length of the camp, on the side pa* ' 
rallel with the river. This appears to be of much 
later date, and was- probably an intfeacbment of the 
rOyal or parliamentary forces, when they lay en- 
camped on Leigh and Durdham Downs before the 
siege of Bristol. Those on the Leigh side are by 
far the largest. The eastern is now covered with 
forest trees. The Western is somewhat smaller, 
in which, at the angle of two precipices, are the 
remains of a pratorium, of a circular form, and de- 
fended by a vallum and fosse. A deep ravine be^ 
tween these served as a passage down to the river, 
and a vadum, at low water, formed a communica-^ 
tion with the opposite camp at Clifton. Various 
other traces of Roman fortifications are visible in 
the vicinity, both to the north and south. At Ames- 
bury, Henbury, Stokelcigh, Fayland> Walton, and 

b2 



4 Roman Camps and MilUdry Stationi. 

Clcvedon.* These were probably campaaestiva, vd 
explorativa, arid all pointed to this spot, as the grand ' 
and principal station. • 

The height of these stations enabled the guards 
to descry an enemy in almost^ every direction, at a 
great distance, either by land or water, the Severn 
being visible for miles both up and down ; and a fire 
kindled, would furnish an alarm beacon to all the 
collateral and subordinate posts. Indeed the impor- 
tance of the station might be conceived from the 
means used to secure the advantages it gave ; strong 
walls and treble ditches. Art strove to outvie na- 
ture in rendering this an impregnable fortress. Se- 
cured by an inaccessible prepipice on one side, by 
ramparts on the other, a cwm leading to the river 
below, and a fort opposite the cwm ; all combined 
to render it peculiarly terrible ; and a strong post of 
defence against the desultory mode of warfere gene- 
/ally practised by the Britons. Situated on a large 
and navigable river, they could easily- annoy an ene- 
my by water ; and on the land side, both to the 
north and south, in possession of a rich fertile coun- 
try, they were furnished with the means, both of 
escape, and defence, and within command of assis- 
tance from the other important stations oiAqua Soils 
and Caerleon. 

* That these were Roman stations is evident, from the num- 
ber of urns, coins, &c. that have been discovered in ploughing 
and digging foundations for buildings ; now preserved in the 
cabinets of tlie curious. The coins are principally of the middle 
and latter Roman empire. 
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The Ahone of Antoninus. ^ 5 

In a situation thus wisely chosen by this mih'tary 
people, they probably lived jn garrison during win^ 

, ter, and in the sumnrier occupying • the country to a 
considerable extent, secured in its possession by the 
aforementioned fortified heights or Agrarian camps i 
and their vessels safely moored in Polbury Pill^ where 
the small river Trim forms a junction with the Avon. 
You will, on these, considerations, be ready with me 
to fix on this spot as the Ahone of Antoninus. This 
being the most defensible post between Aqua Solis 
and those west of the Severn, and lying in the direct 
line, is a presumptive proof that it was the Ahone of 
the Imperial Itinerary. Tacitus observes, *'That 
Ostorius disarmed the suspected Britons, and forti-* 
fied the Avon and the Severn." The station of Sea-^ 
Mills on the Trim to Caer Oder, or Bristol, with 
the different camps in the vicinity inclusive, may 
be considered as the Abone of the Romans. It is 
observed by the judicious Horsley, that, ^^ The Ra- 
mans were very careful to have their stations placed 
near a river, and there was no situation they were so 
fond of as a lingula, near the confluence of a large 
and small river ; and if we run along a military line, 
we are sure to meet with a station wherever we find 
a river at any defensible distance from a preceding 
station." Baxter in his Glossary says, " Antona Taci- 
tus dicitur, flumen Abona, quod aquas calidas, scu 
Budoxam praeterfluit; etiamsi plurima fuerunt per 
universam Britanniam, etsi minoris notae." Whita- 

^ ^er says, that Afon is often contractedMnt6/fLy«^ 



v. 



, 6 Fqurteenli It$r of the Romm Emperor, 

and th«nce the Rora^oa probably formed ^dn-^ 

Nothing perhaps has puzzled aritiquarians more 
thao the fourteenth Iter of the Roman Emperpr, 
5ach has suggested a different opinion, and each 
has been confident that his own must be right. That 
none has been perfectly satisfactory, argues the diffi^ 
culty of the question ; and that all have differed, 
piroves itiost must be wrong. Therefore, in this 
case, there can be no faartn in hazarding a conjecr 
tyre. It has been justly observed, that if the cx-r 
tretjie parts of th^ Iter were once settled, the inter^ 
mediate places might be discovered without diiii-^ 
culty. . But whoever attempts to pursue the steps of 
this illustrious Roman, must endeavour to trace a 
Roman road^ or he will be liable to wander out of 
his way. A prevailing opinion of antiquarians is, that 
Oldbury is the Trajectus, and Alvington the Abone 
of the Iter. . But the improbability of this opinion 
will appear, from the distance requiring nn unreasqn-' 
flhle allowance. To go from Bath to Oldbury, across 
the Severn, and then over the Wye to Caerwent, is 
auch a diversion in the road, as was not usual with 
^ the Romans, who always went by the dircctest line, 
An additional objection is, that scarcely^ny Romao 
remains have been found to corroborate the optniout 
And in cases where omissions have been made and er-* 
rors crept in, from the ignorance of transcribers; 
some latitude must be allowed ; and it is biit just to 
correct or supply from authors of the same periodi 

9 



Fourteenth Iter of the Roman Emperor. 7 

and of equal authority. We shall therefore call in 
the assistance of the Itinerary of the monk of Ciren- 
cester,* and thus correct the questionable Iter. 

Iter XIV. Clir. M. 
Venta Silurum IX. Caerweht. ' 
Trajectus IX.* Portishead. 

Abone* IX. ' Cliftop and Leigh Camps. 

Aqua SoUs XI. Bath; 
Verlucione XV. Westbury. 
Cnnetione XX. Marlborough. 
Spinis XV. Speenham Land. 

Callena XV. Wallingford. 

Of Venta Silurum there is no question. That 
Trajectus should be transposed, and stand next to 
Venta, is equslly clear; because there is no place, * 
which x^onjecture can furnish, answerable to this' 
name, but the passage across the Severn : and the 
Iter of Richard places Statio Trajectus before Aione. 
The author of the Britannia Roniana^ strenuously op- 
poses any change in the numbers, or transposition of 
the names ; but the authority of Richard* proves both 
may be right. Trajectus therefore appears to have 
been Portishead Pointy at the mouth of the Avon, 
directly opposite the river Throggy ;. where is a 

* 

* This was a MS. discovered by Mr. Bertram at Copen- 
hagen^ 17495 the writing of which was pronottnoed, by Mn 
Casley of the Cottonian library to be of the J. 4th century. 
The compiler was Richard, a native of Cirencester, who col- 
lected his materials from documents left by the Roman General 
Lollius Urbicus, who extended the conquests of that people into 
Scotland about A. D. 150. Vid. Whitaker's Hist of Manchester. 



ft Fourttenih Iter of the Roman Emperor. 

^ small pill for hoats, and which is said to have been 
navigable up to Xacrwent. At this point are ves- 
tiges of a camp, which defended the entrance of the 
river. The military road takes this direction. " I 
observed it,'* says Horslc}', " to leave the high way 
to Chepstow, inclining to the sotith, and to bend its 
course towards the Severn; but I had no opportunity 
to trace it further." If he had pursued it, he would 
have discovered, that it led directly to the large camp 
at Sudbrooke, formed to defend the mouth of the 
Throggy, as that of Portishead was the mouth of the 
Avon. The mouths of these rivers are nearly in 9 
direct line, and the distance exactly corresponds with 
the nunibers of the Itinerary. With respect to the cor-r 
rection of the number opposite to Aqua Solis, sub- 
stituting X for y, it may be observed, that wher0 
the places correspond to the Iter of Richard, the 
numbers often disagree ; and 'in this the separate 
numbers, als they at present stand, do not collectively 
make up the sura total of CIII. But by inserting 
this change, which will answer nearly to the com- 
puted distance between the two stations, the aggre- 
gate numbers correspond with the number placed 
at the head of the Iter. What tends to confirm the 

• 

conjecture is, that the Romans always, if possible, 
fixed their stations so as to be able to form commu- ' 
. nications by signals from one to the other. From 
the camp at Lansdown this of Clifton was visible ; 
froi^ Clifton that of Sudbrooke ; and from Sudbrooke 
that of Caerwent. 
The Avon flows beneath through a stupendous 
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Rods affording Bristol Stones. ^ 

chasm, the sides of which are immense lime-stone 
rocks of various kinds and colours, from light red 
to brown, dark grey, and black; consisting prlncU 
pally of marble, which, when {polished, exhibits a 
pleasing variegation of vein and colour. It burns 
into a beautiful white lime, peculiarly sought for by 
the plasterer. Numbers of men are coilstantly em- 
ployed in blowing up the rocks with gunpowder ; 
whence the stone is carried coastwise to Devon and 
Cornwall, while the lime is packed in barrels, and 
ex ported as far as the JVest Indies. In the fissures 
of these rocks aire varieties of spars, and those ele- 
gant crystals denominated Bristol stones. The 
^pars are rhomboidal, stalactitic, and dog-tooth. 
Thecrystalsj red, amethystine, diaphanous, and bright 
yellow; as beautifully fornred as if cut by the most 
skilful lapidary. These two very different substances 
are frequently confounded; and those who collect 
them to sell to those who visit these extraordinary 
rock's, often vend the spars under the name of 
crystals. An easy criterion, however, is at hand. If 
you attempt to cut glass with spar, it breaks; and, if 
exposed to a red heat, quickly calcines into lime: it 
is corroded by the nitrous acid, by neither of which 
crystal is affected. They may "^Iso be distinguished 
by the form of their crystallization. The spars are 
triangular or pentangular; while the crystals are 
uniformly hexangular^ and terminate in a point. We 
shall wonder less ^t the extraordinary relations of 
travellers^ so properly ridiculed by the author of 
^aron Munchausen^ when we arc seriously told by 



10 Plants spontaneous in the Neighbourhood. 

Brann, in bis Theat. Urb. L. IV. '' That an the 
top of this rock, i. e. St. Vincent^ it is plain,-ar€; so 
marjy diamonds, that a ship may be loaden' there* 
with/' And there must have been more in the 
time of Camden to justify the observation, *^ that 
St. Vincent's rock was so stocked with diamonds^ 
you might gather whole bushels full of them.'* 
Some few specimens of lead ore have, at times, been 
discovered^ and we found great varieties c£ iron 
ore in the vicinity. Indeed from the change of thi 
strata into ochreous limestone, as you approach the 
veins of coal, it is probable that iron might besought 
for with success. The great variety of plants spon-^ 
taneously growing in this neighbourfafood, naturally 
suggested the idea of a botanic garden ; and from 
the number of scientific mea resident in Bristol, and 
frequenting the wells, such a plan was considered 
as embracing a most gratifying object. A subscript 
tion was set on foot by a few spirited indivkluals; 
but not meeting with support the scheme was relin^ 
quished. * 

These rocfe are as remarkable, for their equal, a$ 
amazing height. The strata, on both sides the river, 
reciprocally answering each other, both in substancer 

and inclination: dipping towards the east in an 

t 

* Apium graveolensj Campanula trachelium, Hieracium pilo- 
sella. Erica cinerea, Solidago virgo aurea, Aquilegia vulgaris^ 
Asplenium scolopendriura, Amla muraria, Gentiana amarella, 
Rubia peregrina, Smyrniura olusatrum. Salvia verbenaca, the 
elegant Arabis striata, not noticed by Linnaeus, and a ricli v^ 
riety of others. 



B^traordmary Chasm in the Rock. 1 1 

angle of about 40 degrees with the plane of the 
horizoa. Towards the summit of the highest rock 
is a large cavern, called Xht Giant's Cave, said to 
nave been the hermitage or retreat of the holy St. 
Vincent, who had a chapel and oratory on the top. 

A similar and as extraordinary chasm in limestone 
strata may be seen to the south of this, at the small 
village of Cheddar; and one of smaller extent at 
Ashton and Wick, through which^ runs ihe small 
river Boyd. The nature of such phaenomena have 
long been a subject of geological inquiries, and va- 
rious conjectures have been made, as to the original 
cause. Sir Robert Atkins, in his History of Glou- 
cestershire, thought fit to insert the following rela- 
tion. " Before the pbrt of Bristol was settled in 
Frome river, there se^ms to have been a dispute, 
whether a place called Sea Mills was not as conve- 
nient a port as the other: several large and small 
ships having been built there. This occasioned the 
extravagant and fabulous story concerning St. Vin- 
cent and Groram, who it makes to be mighty 
giants; and who contended which way the rivers 
Avon and Froqfie should vent themselves into the 
Severn. If the port of Sea Mills had been judged 
more convenient, then Goram had prevailed; be- 
cause his hermitage was at Westbury on the side of 
^he brook Trim, which runs to Sea Mills. But the 
port of Frome being thought more advantageous, 
therefore tlje miracle relates, that St. Vincent clave 
the rocks asunder and so gave passage to the river. 



12 Extraordinary Chasm in ihe Rod, 

because these rocks derive their name from a chapel 
there dedicated to this Saint.*' A laborious anti- 
qnarian has endeavoured to put a gloss ,on this idle 
tale, by supposing it an allegory. The religious 
Britons being pourtrayed in the person of St. Vln-- 
cent ; and the powerful warlike Romans, under the 
name of Coram. It cannot be denied that a proper 
regard to the whispers of tradition, though mixed 
with fable, might frequently lesld to the discovery of 
truth; yet I am apprehensive, ^lat the abov^ and a 
thousand other idle stories, handed down by tradi- 
tion, arc no more than the winter lucubrations of 
mir renrK>te ancestors ; the efforts of the rude and 
iincohivated mind to account for extraordinary apr 
pcarances, by conjuring up gigantic powers Strongly 
imagined and ridiculously expressed. Leaving th© 
historian of Bristol in possession of his allegory, the 
sidherents to the Huttonian theory will suppose it 
rent by some mighty earthquake at the bursting of 
a volcano : while those who believe, that, at the de- 
hige, the whole earth was dissolved and reduced to 
2 chaotic state, and the Flotz as well as other 
mountains derive their origin from its re^formation, 
will consider such chasms as the result of the strata 
acquiring consistency; and opening by exposure to 
external heat, as clayey soils are observed, to do,, 
during the heat of summer. Whereas those whg 
hold with the universality of the deluge, and not in 
the iniire dissolution of its shell, but that it was 
broken up, will consider such appearances a$ 



Descrlptibn of th^ Scenery. 13 

proofs of such disruption ; ami as the channels *bjr 
which the waters, at! the AhDighty fiat, retirol, 
again to the bed of the ocean.* 

Having gratified our curiosity in the vicinity of 
Clifton,^ we took a boat and proceeded dowQ tho 
river. Nor can any thin^ exceed the beauty and 
sublimity of the rocks as they appear from the water. 
Impending clifi^ tower on both sides, several hun- 
dred feet high, so near that they almost meet ; having 
but just room for the river to roll her waters to the 
Severn. Sometimes they put on the appearance of 
verdant slopes mingled with brush woody at others, 
they are bare, and boldly lift their variegated strata 
in perpendicular rock or hanging crag, with shrubs, 
and forest trees growing out of their fissures in alter- 
nate and ever-varying prospect. Wild wooded ra- 
vines frequently interrupt the integrity of the line 
of sight, forming separate rocks. Sometimes the 
eye is charmed with the rich cultivated country ia 
the distant foreground ; at others, delighted with the 
salient angles of the rocks ; the front and side "screens 
continuaJly changing and taking each others place. 
The intermixture of luxuriance and sterility, height- 
ened by houses here and there erected for conv^r 
hience and pleasure, which appear blended with the 
summits of the rocks in the horizon ; the rich tints 
^ light an(| shade alternately increasing and dimi- 



'4 



* A project was suggested of throwing a bridge over tha 
chasm, and uniting Leigh with Durdliam Down. A celebrated 
architect gave a decided opinion as to the' practicability of the 
plan ; and lOOh was bequeathed towards its execaiiou. 



14 Coolis Folly J why huiU ? 

nishing on the sight, and gradually blending their 
varied effects, as we glided down the refulgent tide^ 
rendered this though a short yet a delicious repast ; 
and were it not for the bursting torrents and fine 
cascades that so frequently accompany the mountain 
scenery in Wales, this might vie with many of the 
bold scenes in that highly varied and romantic country. 
On the top of a rock, on the northern side of the 
river, with a hanging wood in front, stands a small 
circular building, in appearance like a military watch 
tower, which goes by the appellation of Cookers 
Folly,* built by a person of that name, A. D. 1(593, 
as an inscription over the door informs you. Who, 
having dreamed that he should meet his death by the 
bite of a viper, became the dupe of superstitious me- 
lancholy; endeavouring to take precautions as strong 
as his fears, he erected this building and immured 
himself within its walls, receiving his provisions and 
other articles in a basket, and depending on this 
envelope for security. As those who place confi- 
dence in such dreams will readily subscribe to the 
doctrine of destiny, they may be told that^he rea- 
lized the warning of the visionary monster. A viper 
concealed in a faggot that lay ready to replenish the 
fire, reanimated by the warmth, sprang out and in* 
flicted a fatal wound on this unfortunate recluse. 

* I have bften admired the observation of Montesquieu, 
" That if all are acts of folly that men perform for their comfort 
or security, however mistaken in the proper mode of procuring 
it> I am afraid that but a very small portion of mankind will 
escape the imputation." 



Sea Mills. ' is 

Such relations, if true, discover to what drudgery 
false religion subjects her votaries ; and fo what a 
miserable state improper views of this and a future 
world reduce the human mind; 

(** We feel a thousand deaths in fearing one/') 

and bow little dependence' should be placed on any 
precautions of our own for preservation, surrounded 
as we are by a thousand ills, that may momentarily 
undermine our health, or deprive us of life. It re- 
minds us how necessary it is in our hours of vigi- 
lance, as well as relaxation, to depend on the power 
and goodness of Him who is about our path and 
about our bed ; the only defender against the pesti- 
lence that walketh in darkness, as well as the ar- 
row thstt flieth by noon-day. How jealous, my 
friend, should we. be of those that would wantonly 
rob us of the comfort arising from the belief in a 
superintendtog [5rovidej[ice. 

On the same side of the river we passed what we 
have before alluded to under the name of Sm Milky 
at the confluence of the Trim and Avon. In this 
pill the Romans! are said during winter to have laid 
up their gallies. There was a large floating dock 
capable of containing a quantity of shipping safely 
moored, where they discharged their cargoes by 
means of lighters. But the expense and inconve- 
nience arising from the shipping and unshipping of 
goods occasioned it to be neglected. A project 
was aftei-wards set on foot to make it a depot for a 
whale fishery^ and several ships were fitted out in 



16 Asjlum of Charles It. 

this lucrative trade : but on the discovery of the ad- 
vantages derived from refining the blubber on the 
fishing coast^ this undertaking failed. Some busi-^ 
ness was carried on in building and refitting ships, , 
but the dock getting out of repair, and the proprie- 
tors disagreeing, the concern was entirely abandoned, n 
It remains a mohument of what might be done, ra- 
ther than what has been done, for the improvement 
of the port of Bristol, and demonstrates the capabi- 
lity, if the spirit of the plaie were equal to its natu- 
ral advantages, of its being made the first place for 
shipping trade in the kingdom,* 

At a small distance, on the south side of the river, 
is a fine old mansion, famed for the asylum it aflford- 
ed, when occupied by a Mr. Norton, to the heir 
of the unfortunate Charles, in his almost miraculous 
escape after the battle of Worcester. The strange 
manoeuvres made use of for this part of his flight, 
and the accidents the king met with at Mr. Nor- 
ton's, when he rode as a servant before Mrs. I^ane, 
are too well known to bear recital here. It is aa 
anepdote of the faniily and neighbourhood, that the 
king had been here but a few days, before the rebels 
then in possession of. Bristol, heard of his .having 
passed through it, in disguise, to the southward. Par- 
ties were sent out in every direction, and one ^ to 
search minutely Mr. Norton's house. There was no 
opportunity of escape, and an expedient was thought 

,* While this work was going to press, a spirited scheme was 
set on foot and adopted for this purpose^ and an act obtained 
to 1 alse money for its execution. 



Seat of Lofi it C^fford. 1^ 

of to evfide. If pO«il)I<^, the eyes 6f thfe ptirtuers^. 
The Wrtg' exchanged dothes With a buAlinA-y s6r- 
itefyt df Ml". Nortmy^s^ ftnd^ haHiYed^dtf a pea^aiit in a 
smdck-frbdk^ ru^tid sboed attd dtockings, atid c6lour-> 
cd handkerchief about hia neek^ was appointed an 
appendage of M^ ytir/irAtf//. At the anxiods tnomeriC 
tl)e rebels entered the Ikotise^ the Cook wai busily 
efiigaged if^ dressing her ditlttery and sdolding thd 
new fufriipit for letting thfr meat burn, add, lifting 
up the ladle, wad in tho vi^iy act of giving him-^bodily 
correction for his idleness and inattention. The nian^ 
oeuvre had the desired effect ; the rebels little silB-^ 
pecting the object of their search woitld be sufl^fed 
to remain In. s6 open ilMd exposed a situation. There 
is still shewti, as a sacred relick, a jack which this 
menial friend was complaining the king had neg* 
lected to wind up ; and little doubt can be enter-^ 
tained of the authenticity of the story. While k 
furnishes another instance of the indefatigable s^eal 
exercibed by the king's friends, and the peculiar pro- 
vidence that deemed t6 preside over the royal per- 
sonage, from the hiding in the oak at Boscohel to 
the interview at Breda, that led to the restoration, 
may the recollection of those times be a lesson- to 
the petty and inCermeddKng politicians of the pre^ 
sent day. 

We now got a sight of the beautiful seat of Lord 
de Clifford. The park is well wooded, the ground di* 
versified, and the views both up and dowti the rivers 
Avon and Severn, and the opposite coast of Wales, are 
peculiarly fine« The bouse is well Situated on an 
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eminence ; but it dx>e8 not produce an effect ade- 
quate to its size or elevation. * It was built from a 
plan of the celebrated Sir Jobn Vanbrugb, and the. 
edifice partakes of bis general manner ; being de* 
void both of dignity and taste. It has been defend- 
ed from the charge of heaviness^ on the necessity 
of it arising from its exposed situation. This goes 
upon the erroneous opinion^ that heaviness and 
strength are inseparably connected ; and that light- 
ness of appearance is incompatible with stability.. 
Such persons little understand the principles of cf-. 
feet. The elegant fretwork and tracery of many of 
our Gothic edifices produce the effect of great light- 
ness, without diminishing the strength of the build- 
ing. The massy appearance of King's Weston 
House, will be discovered to arise from the architect 
adhering to Grecian ornaments, without attending to 
Grecian proportion. The base is too extensive for 
the superstructure, and the entablature is the size of 
the principal front. The eye in surveying it seems 
to have lost a portion sunk into the earth, and this 
de6ciency is heightened by several clumps of plan« 
tations, closely adjoining the front of the,building. 

The river now becomes much deeper, and a wall 
of rock, furnished with mooring rings and chains, 
forms a small harbour for large ships, called Hung- 
roadk probably from ships dropping anchor here, and 
delivering part of their cai*go short of the principal 
port. On a pill below, on the south-western side, 
is a small village inhabited> by pilots apd fishermen, 
called Crockerne Pill. This place was so notorious 



Kingroad Harbour. , ^9 

formerly forihe mal-practices of its inhabitants, as to 
occasion an edict to be issued, l633, for demolish- 
ing all the houses. A similar decree, by letters 
patent, was issued under Oliver Cromwell, and put 
in execution, 1656. The plea for this oppressive 
measure, while rights and liberty were the language 
of the day, was the continual damage done to the 
xnooriog posts and chains placed along the river, and 
kept in repair by the incorporate^ society of merchant 
adventurers. Houses' were, -however, soon again 
erected, and \i now assumes the shape of a small but 
populous town. The principal residents are pilots^ 
who meet the ships in the channel and conduct 
them into port, and are appointed, their numbers be- 
ing limited, with two warners and stipulated fees^ 
under the above society. Whether the morals of its 
present inhabitants are better than their predecessors, 
we had no opportunity of ascertaining; but to shew 
the importance of places, as v/ell as persons, not for* 
feiting a good name, the present generation are 
branded with a title not calculated to enhance their - 
reputation. 

The land on both sides gradually flattens, and the 
river widens into a noble aestuary. That on the 
northern side stretches away to the north-east, and 
that on the southern, south-west ; extending into the 
promontory of Portishead ; forming the harbour or 
rather small bay of Kingroad \ where ships outward 
or homeward bound find safe anchorage, while wait- 
ing for wind to go down channel, or sufficient water 
to go up to Bristol. Each of these points of land was 

c 2 
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^6 Kingroad Hdrhour. 

defended tvith fdrts, one 6f lour bfaii 83^pdii^nd<in) 
Mounted upon double swivel carriages; tha^ i8> witb 
• dn horizontal as well as a vertieal nlovcflient % said 
to havebeert the invention of Boiiapai^te.* By whk;h 
hrgenidus cdntfiviance a ^ngle mitri could inslafltly 
fevef oti any part of the compass^ either oti (he knd 
Or sea side. Were it not that i^epufed strength ofte» 
j!>foduces real security, the inljabkant* Of tbiecotil^ 
mercial port they were meant Mb protect, niighl 
esteem themselves happy in being possessed of a^ 
mjuch more effectual defeUce than forts c^mitueftS 
like these : the difficult and ddfigSrous fia*&igaik^ ^ths. , 
Severn sea. The one at i*ortisbead fs erdct43d Withitf 

' the area of one of very ancient date ; which we weto 
informed was the work t>S the parliamentary forces 
during the civil war; It was kk the possession of 
the roj-al p^rty, and moulded with feix pieces of can- 

. non ; but subcRftted, after four days resistance^ to^ 
the rebefe under Generals Fairfax and Cromwell^ 
26th August 1645, by which a communication was: 
opened with the fleet in Kingroad, utld^l' the eom^^ 
mand-of vice-admiral Moulton,. who had been w-- 

, d6red round from Milford- Haven to assist in the 
siege of Bristol. Supposing theaii in the possession 
of the adjoining heights, a stronger position could 

\ not be chosen. Nor was this, the obly instance \h 

* Thisj ihoiagh highly ingenious^ has been* considered at pre* 
. judicial rather than ' beneficial on ship*board. The two move- 
ments counteracting each other, land while time 19 lost by this^, 
the repercussion was niuch greater. The brass ordinance ia 
question we^e taken on board Jjm Sons FartiL. . 



H^ich those two able generals displayed their mili- 
ft9ry skills by encamping, when possible, on th^ for** 
tified station^ which the Romans bad left,^ and ex^ 
hibiting their own prudence by not disregarding tb^ 
wisdom of anHquity, Examining the ramparts, 
which extend quite round the point, we discovered 
traces of Roman masonry, s^nd from a village near 
(leing called Por^ or Port^bury^ there can be little 
doubt but this was the Statio Traject&^ mentioned 
ip the Itinerary. 

R^tprning to oqr boat, and dropping with the ebb 
round the point intp a small bay to the southward, 
we anchored n^r in shore ; and, under the ho$pita« 
ble i^helter of the promontory, partiook of a repast 
^itb the relish afforded by a good appetite. ^ On th« 
lurn of tid^ we pursued our little voyage, passing a 
small bare rpck^ th^ D^wiy^ standing at the head pf 
an extensive sand^bankj, called the Wel^h Hqok^ an4 
to which it forms an admonitory beiicpn. 

The finny tribes were npw in pleasing pastime ; and 
among thetn the pluqdererof the ocean, the porpoise, 
was playing his gambols with unu^u^I rapidity. This, 
vhich afforded us pleasurei had a contrary effect 
upon the minds of our boatrnen. The appearance 
of this fi^h is considered an un&vwrabte omf n by 
inariners, apd from their numbers and frolics £| s^orn^ 
was fipireboded. We beg9ni to consider a small op^ 
boat but ill-calculate^d tp wither a stprm in the 
boisterous Severn S^a. Tb^ morning was serene, 
and the water as placid as the d^y was fine ; bat we 
had forgotten that the present is no 99curity for the 
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future; and that in voyages/ as in life, we should 
be equally prepared for adverse as v^ell prosperous 
fortune. *- For though k calm does not yarehode^ it 
generally is soon succeeded by wihds and storms. 
The sea became rougher and rougher, and the hoarse 
poise of impetuous waves contending with opposing 
obstacles increased our alarm, and reminded us of 
danger. As we approached, we discovered this to 
be occasioned by two reefs of rocks running almost 
across, leaving only a narrow channel sufficient for 
vessels to pass, which are \^^xt, at low, and covered 
at high, water. At half ebb, or hklf flood, the best 
-times for passing, the whole body of the aestuary 
rushes between them with an impetuosity and thun- 
dering noise almost inconceivable. The least want 
of skill or care would be inevitable loss to ship and 
crew. This difficult and dangerous passage is called 
The Shoots J probably from the rapidity with which 
vessels necejssarily pass it. While congratulating our- 
selves on a safe passage' through the Shoots, we could 
not help lamenting an act of atrocious cruelty which 
a sight of the spot where it was committed, brought 
strongly to our recollection. At a small distance is' 
the principal and most frequented ferry into Wales, 
called the New Passage^ belonging to the respectable 
family of St. Pierre. A suit in Chancery between 
the Duke of Beaufort and Mr. Lewis respecting the 
right of property, brought to light the following 
curious incident in the life of King Charles II. 

" His Majesty leaving Ragland Castle to visit his 
garrison at Bristol, had to cross at this passage ^ as hq 
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rode through the village of Shire Newton to go to 
the Black Rock, he was discovered and pursued by 
a foraging party of horse, belonging to the rebel 
army then encamped in the neighbourhood. About 
an hour after his Majesty had embarked, sixty of the 
rebds arrivdd, and drawing their swords on the boat* 
men, forced them on board one of the passage 
boats ; and by menaces obliged them to engage in 
ferrying them oven The boatmen being loyal and 
irritated by the manner in which their assistance 
was demanded, landed them at the reef of rocks, on the 
Gloucestershire side o£ the Shoots, called the English 
Sfdnes ; and which are separated from the land by a 
channel fordable at low water ; but the tide, now 
rapidly flowing, prevented their retreat, and they all 
perished !" Cromwell, hearing of it, suppressed the 
ferry. Which was not again re-opened till 17 IS, when 
the right of property was confirmed to the claimant, 
Mr. Lewis, by a commission of the high court of 
chanffery. I^ is said to be owing to this suspension 
and renewal of the ferry^ that it obtained its present 
familiar epithet of new. 

We landed at the Black Rock inn, so denomi«- 
nated from a rock near it, which^ being weather- 
beaten, puts on this appearance. S^eresfone, for 
that is its name, consists of freestone equsd in qua*' 
lity to that of Portland ; but It has been Very much 
diminished by repeated quarrying. A small arti- 
ficial pyramid denotes the height of tide, and serves 
as a mark for vessels going up and down th0 Severn. 
This landing place was formerly called Porhciwit ; 
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^nd a spot in the vicinity $till retains the jsppeUation^ 
The derivatioo has been sought in PorJh hcnd or 
Abe fiwifr wpode(i port ; but it M n^prc probably x}f 
}{ptnan origin. The Boraap3 ,WQpld endejsiypur to 
aecure a landing place aoaiewbpre near t;beir chain 
of fortified posts. And 119 they eonld find no plac^ 
(p nea^ without t\}Q inconveni^pce and delay of 
ivjaiting for a second tide/it may fairly be cpnjepture4 
that thi3 was the usual landing place ; though th^ 
Tbroggy njight bfiive been the place wijere they laid 
up their galHes. ^or/a v^as the (!pmn)9.i> nj^^ic of 
f^ termination of a ferry ; and ^d sc.utaipj ap ex^* 
pros^on f<?r any thing to the kft han^. < Jn ^(^$4 
(^ sfutam we may easily disppver the corrMptjpn of 
ipartf/cfiwit^ The ferry above at ^vst^ is evidently 
qf greater antignity than thiis; whether tte name 
t^c derived from Augt^tus or Osforius. This waa 
pfied by Julius Ftontinus, ^s jopre .cppvenicnt for his 
IPpujExal flan of subjvgatjng tbi^ p^rt of ^thc country; 
aJjd ^igUt takp its name, a^ the plape of landiag ibo 
the sQMtlirwest or lef^ of the usual one at Aust^ 

During Welsh independence, it was esvleemed tbf> 
59.gjth-pastern boundary of the principality; a? that 
of Port HoigBr in Anglesea, was to jtbe north-west. 

jMarjiaqus, who wrote a history from the birth %o 
the year of Cb.n§Lt IQ83, says '^ At Port Skith Ha- 
rold ^lult a fori, as # defence against the Welst)> 
A. p. 1066: which that people dpmoylisbed j^nder 
Carj^doc." This facjt is thus recorded by the Welsh 
histprian, " Qry^yd ap Llewelyp haying proyplj;e4 
ihfi wg/s^v of Edjvand, by barbq^ing tl^ iraitpr 
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A^^r» ^^1 of phcMer ; H^rold^ 9on of Earl God* 
wyo, w^3 spnt agpinst bim^ wkh tbe promise Kii a3- 
^isl^nce from Caraifloc ^p Gryfiydy who expected, on 
the d^th of Llewelyn^ to have been put in posses- 
Bipp of the government of South Wales, Disap- 
painted by the appointment of Meredith ap Owen, 
(at t)^ request of Harold) Caradoc vowed revenge 
against htm ^n/d the whplp liation of tbe English'; 
fpr which he was quickly banished the principality. 
Harold having Jaeen viptprjous, and realized his 
wi$)ie$^ in placing bis favo^rite in possession pf 
South Walsf, ^t vp stones }x\ various places wit|i 
this inscriptipn^ *' Hie fitif victor Harold^'' which 
our JBgglish Ijiistories b^ve not elucidated. He thep 
t)uHt an elegant house at Itorta , SJuth^ and having 
stored it with all mauner of provisions, splendidly 
entertained tjie king ; wbo^ to congfttulatc him on 
.bp^ success, condespiended tp pay hini a visit at thiji 
place. {Vld. Pqw4») a* Marianus mentions a/<?r/, 
this was probably a fortified mansion; such as most 
p( the Baronial residences were in times so tumuU 
tuous as at this period of our history. The Welsh 
chronicle states that Caradoc soon gave a finishing 
stroke to the royal entertainment. Breathing re- 
venge against Harold, he came down with a party 
collected in the mountains, massacred the servants^ 
and demoli^hi^ the building; Harold himself nar- 
rowly eacaping«with life. 

We were now upon theiand of the ancient Siluret^ 
long thp theatre of British valour and Roman 
prowess; where thp br^ive CaractacuSy at the head 
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of the enraged and insultecl Britons, charged the 
veteran legiotis o^ Rome with such consummate 
skill and determined bravery, as astonished their 
generals; and threw consternation and dismay 
among the invincible troops of the Empire. At a 
period when the proud invader was taught that 
there were men possessed of ability and courage, bc- 
»ide» those who bore an eagle on their standard; 
that to subjugate a people unenfeebled by luxury 
and vice requires more than presumptuous me- 
naces;* and to change the laws and customs of a 
country is not the department oi the spear and 
target. Often discomfited, and as often rallying 
under their courageous leader, they made a noWe 
and obstinate defence against superior power r till at 
length deserted by those whose interest it was to 
support him, -and whose safety lay in espousing his 
cause, the noble Caractacus, overmatched by the 
immbers and discipline of the Roman arms, was 
oibliged to yieM ; ^nd was dragged to Rome, the 
victim of undeserved calamity, to grace the triumph 
of the conqueror. Yet so formidable an antagonist 

* What rendered the conquest of Britain still more difficulty, 
was a weak expression of one of the. w,eakest of emperors, Clo^^ 
dius: *' That they were to be exilfyated, or as entirely extin- 
guished as the Segambn had been before them.** From that 
periodi under a vanety of Jeaders, they engaged the Romans in ^ 
« long and arduous war, / The history of th^ country shews, 
wba^ effect was produced by " Dehia est Carthago /' and it 
jxiQSt be in the recollection of every one, how the energy of this 
country was called forth and roused against France by the in,* 
Jmooao edicts of a Marat and a Robespiere* 
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was he considered, as to become the theme of their 
ovationary orators; and though a prisoner in chains, 
so dignified in his manner, as to excite admiration in 
the conquerors of the workL 

< 

All Rome was stiH, and nations stood at gaze ; 
Forth came the mighty chief august in chains. 
Unbroken, unsubdued i his dauntless brow 
Lost not its conscious grandeur ; round he look'd 
With steady glare, a lion in the toils ; 
Yet mindful of his fate, to Qaesar's throne 
He bow'd majestic, and thus calmly spake« 
** Had moderation swayed my prosperous days 
** Rome had beheld me Cxsar's guest and friend. 
Nop blush'd ; descended from a sccptered race 
That rul'd Britannia's independent isle 
Beyond all annals of recording fame. 
If Ron>e command), must vassal worlds obey ? 
What J not resist ? who not defend their rights^ 
•• Deserve not. Cowards only should be slaves. 
" Yes I had arms, and wealth, and friends, and fame. 
" What ! tamely give them up ? Disgrace indeed I 
That I so long withstood your bafSed powers. 
Forgive me, Roman virtue, that offence ! 
Had I a cheap and easy conquest proved, 
JHy ruin and your glory had been less. 
** Oblivion soon had vi^iled my dastard name 
•• Unworthy Csesar's ^ty. Death, or life 
•• Are at his dread disposal. That or this 
*• I neither fear to meet nor scorn to ask.'* 

Sneyd DaVI£S4 

Our veneration was strongly excited at the rccol-' 
iQCtion of such valour and virtue in ouii ancestoFS^^ 
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28 Rejleciions of the Author. 

and we cordially saluted the l^nd^ that ha^ af!brde4 
wch a brilliant display of it. 

Yours, &c. S. E» 
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LETTER II. 
Dear Sir, 

Wales may with emphasis be ealled. an 
historic country. Every ride and walk is strewed 
with vestiges of ancient warfare, or curious art; 
and every vale and mountain furnishes some marks 
to shew, 

** Where stern oppression led the close phalanx* 

•* And wild and desperate freedom made her just defence ; 

•• Or led her sons to victory and revenge!" 

Nor can the mind of sensibility avoid contemplating, 
as it passes, the scenes of such transactions; and by 
an association that memory never fails to furaish on 
the occasion, becoming, a partaker in them. We 
experience a sort of soothing melancholy, by assi- 
milating our ideas to the face and appearance of a 
country ; and while we fed the most poignant re- 
gret at the folly of mankind, and weep over the 
effect? of oppression and cruelt}', we feel relief in 
reflecting, that we live in a perioc), when the nature 
of .society is much better understood ; the^ powers 
of the governors, and the privileges of the governed 
so adjusted, as not to clash with each other ; and 
when that protection and liberty which occasioned 
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10 thucih bloodshed 2tiii, slaughter, are the unalienable 
birth-tight of Britons^ and guaranteed by the inesti* 
fnable taws of our country; when armed peti« 
tioners s^re ho longer necessary to procure the resto- 
ration of property silienated by violence^ or to replace 
the ousted faeir in the possession of his patrimony ; 
when thdse massy piles termed castles are not ex- 
pedieiit to prdcure the obedience of a turbulent so- 
ciety, in the hands 6f ah aspiring aristocracy ; or to 
cheek the ihofdinate strides of regal prerogative and 
oppressive power : a period when the great mass of 
tfie people are admitted into the back ground of the 
ilational picture ; and the opprobrious names of tr^xW 
znd of 'villein do longer obtain a place in our sta- 
tates: when every individual is included in the fami- 
ly €$otnpa<bt ; the peer and the peasant are equally 
considered ifn the cognizance of the law, and the 
life, liberty; and property of the one esteemed of 
eqiial impdrtimce with those»of the other. 

Various opinions 'have been stated respecting the 
situation and extent of the country inhabited by 
these warlike Britonis, ahd anticjuarians are far from 
beifig decisive on the question. Camden, allowing 
Ptolomy's authority, terms it the Wence Land of ht-- 
land, the country called by the Welsh Deheuhardd^ 
or the s()Utbern territory ; comprehending the coun- 
ties of Hereford, Radnor, Brecknock, and Glamor- 
gan, Tacitus derives their origin from Iberia, on 
account of their complexion ; and F. D, Campo 
finds th« name of Siluria among the Asturias of 
Spain. Others take it from the islands of Scilly,' 



30 Origin ^ the Appellation Situres. 

formerly denomiiiated Serlings. That they were 
emigrants of Gaul there can be nodoubt^ from the 
similarity of their language^ dress, and manners. 
It has been conjectured that they were called Silurea 
from sily aspicio, to look at ; from, their ruddy com- 
plexion and dark piercing eyes producing a boldness 
of countenance which struck terror into their ene- 
mies* By this trait they were knowti and distin- 
guished among the Romans ; for they are described 
by Tacitus, as a formidable fighting race^ ^* Validam- 
que pugnacemque Silurum gentem/' 

From this ferocious appearance and their prowess 
in war, they might have been noticed^ as the Silou 
among the petty kingdoms of Britain ; and the Ro- 

,tnans, to adopt it to the genius of their language, 
would call' them Silures, and the country Siluria** 
Even the author of the Affairs of Britain, who, as a 
Roman, must be partial to his own people, allows 
that the Britons shewed more courage than their 
Gaiilish neighbours ; and the Silures were remark- 
able for an obstinate intrepidity, dignified by the 
writer of the Annals with the emphatic term of 

•• fervicaaa. And a better word could not be found 
in the X«atin larigaage for that determined bravery 
so frequently displayed in the conduct both of them 
and their descendants. Had not the author inform- 

* Lewis Morris derives the word from islwyr, i. c. lozc^ 
hnders, o% the inhabitants of the ower part of Wales, occu- 
pying the country between the Severn and the Wyej as he also 
derives Ordovices from arddyfeich^ 1. e. the inbabitaots north of 
theDyfi. 
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ed us of this, w.e might have made the same deduc- 
tion from the long struggle they maintained with 
the invaders ; the^ vast establishment had recourse to 
for their reduction, and their late subjugation to. the 
Roman arms. For this event did not take place till 
pear two centuries after the landing of Julius Cass^r ; 
and even subi^equent to this period the remnant that 
fled to the fastnesses of the Ordovices, supported a 
constant though unequal contest till the death of 
Tituff. • 

About half a mile from the Ferry is the large Ro- 
man camp of Stidhrooh. Those who term it square 
cannot have surveyed it, as it is of a semicircuiar 
shape, defended by four fosses and three valla, stand- 
iog on z, cliff, rising abruptly from the plain^ and 
perpendicular towards the Severn sea. The length two 
hundred and forty yards, breadti seventy- four. It 
appears to have been originally much larger, the sea 
having undermined the cliff, which is continually 
falling. On the north side, near the outer foss, 
stands a small Gothic chapel dedicated to the Holy 
Trinity. The walls are entire, but the roof &llen 
in. How long this has been in a dilapidated state 
we could ' not learn, but on. removing some of the 
rubbish, we foifhd inscribed stones of as low a date 
as 1745. Such a circumstance, on our jGrst entrance 
into Wales, gave us no favourable opinion of attention 
to the iBtate of religion in thi^part of the principality. 

To the south of Sudbrooke the country for miles 
is one continued fiat, known by the name of Calde^ 
cat L^$l ; where the meadows are divided by inclo- 



«ure$, called roimr, or large tide ditiJhef, rfiAjfif t* 
lands lii the Vicinity of the rivers Brae And Aii 

An event that would indbcie us tb think that ihdf^ 
attention was formerly paid to this ftn*y ti*act thiitl 
at preserit, is recorded by Cattiden^-^*^ Much of il ri 
now frequently inundated by high tides; but itt 
1666 it suffered a terrible devastation fYom the &d<* 
vern Sea, during art ecjuinoxial tide. The ieft bav-* 
ing been driven back fey a south-east ^ind) arki 
continuing to blow hard for three days and nights^ 
repulsed the waters so forcibly, ds to occasion this 
extensive flat to be overflowed, and the oppdrite 
coast of Somerset i throwing down> a variety of build-- 
ings, and drowrting a number of men aiid eaftle/* 
(vide Camd, II. 715.) In the history of Bristol it i» 
recorded also, that at this time the ^ea-^bankd ii^ the 
neighbourhood of that city were overflowed,' and 
the port for some years considerably injured* Froiti 
these Coincident circumstances, and the gradOal en- 
croachment of the sea on the wester^ And touth-* 
western parts of our coast, it .would appear that vrbat at^ 
termed the Welsh grounds, formed apart of this ex- 
tensive moor. Through it runs the small river Tbroggy> 
said, but with little probability, to have been onc«; 
navigable to Caerwerit. Though a scry narrow pill, 
it contains a considerable depth of water at flood 
tide. Numerous small vessels are butlt here, and a 
ship of four hundred tons was. now caulking uponf 
the stocks. , 

In the midst of this marshy flat stand the roini 
. of Caldtcot CastJcy which is termed by Gamdefi " A 
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shell belonging ib the Constables of England." — 
Hugh de Balledin^ who had the conquest of this 
part of the country committed to him by William, 
and which afterwards devolved upon the office of 
Chief Constable of England, w«f5 probably the foun- 
der. It is a large pile, of an irregular shape, the 
walls flanked by several round bastions, with k no- 
ble gateway, comprising two square towers and two 
portcullises ; the upper side defended by a mote, and 
the lower side by the Throggy. This has had little 
more to do with the records of history than as being 
the birth place of the usurper Bolinbroke. But the 
magnificence of the building, its isolated scite, and 
the gloom of an extensive flat, induced reflection ; 
and we heaved an involuntary sigh over the periods 
that were filled with perpetual commotions, and 
only marked by fraternal slaughter. Turning to the 
north-west we regained the, road, and were struck 
with a field containing about twenty acres, whose 
hedge-rows were planted with cherry trees,* which 
have attained a size that would be incredible to those 
accustomed to cultivated orchards of this delicious 
fruit. At a distance they assume the appearance of 
beech trees, extending their branches far and wide, 
and measuring in girt from eight to twelve feet. 
Had Evelyn been indulged with such a sight, he 
would have honoured the cherry with a place in the 

*, The prunus airium. The hedges in this part of the coun- 
try are forme4 of the variety /3 of the Crataegus oxycantha^ with 
crimson blossoms, which . in May gives them a glowing aj^* 
pearance. 

D 
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rank of forest trees in his invaluable Sylva.—Wc 
now found ourselves in a Roman road, the Julia 
Strata of the ancients, extending in a direct line 
from Sudbrooke camp, at right angles, through that 
at Oerwent lo Caerleon, so called from Julius Fron- 
tinus, the legate and propraetor under the Emperor 
Vespasian, commanding the second legion and the 
auxiliary troops for the conquest of the Silures^ 
about the year 7 1 ; or, according to others, from 
Julius Agricola, about the year 80.. Others suppose 
the Romans not to have been settled in this part of 
the island till the close of the second, or commence- 
ment of the third century ; and are of opinion this 
road took its name from Julia, wife of one of the pre- 
i^ .jfi / ;* fects, quoting an inscription dug up near it: — ^JuHa 

esseunda vixit annos XXXV. as in many other 
parts of the kingdom Roman roads are called Sarn 
Helen, from Helena wife of Constantine the Great. 
Such frequently is the spirit of conjecture and pre- 
judice in favour of an idea started by ourselves, that 
ivere it not that the ascertaining of historic facts is 
of consequence to posterity, it would not be desira- 
ble to encounter ant^iquarians. In the present case, 
to admit the latter conjecture would be nothing less 
than to relinquish the testimonies of Tacitus and 
Vegetius. 

By this road we entered the town of Caerwent, 
which, though it flourished under the auspices of the 
Romans in Britain, has now only to boast of a few 
scattered cottages, the wretched memorial of the 
consequence once attached to the Venta Silurum of 
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that people ! It was of a square form, and about 
the dimensions of Scgontium in North Wales. The 
walls on the south and east sides are still visible, with 
remains of bastions or round towers. A dispute 
has arisen whether the present walls are not of Saxon 
origin ; but where the facings have been removed 
the peculiarity of Roman masonry is sufficiently ob*- 
vious : being built zig-zag, or what is termed her-* 
ring-back fashion ; containing bricks acknowledged 
to be of Roman manufacture ; and the towers on the 
south side^ as well as thtt walls^ are similar to others 
admitted as Roman, in those stations erected in 
linea valli, as Segontium in Caernarvonshire, and 
the Gaer near Brecknock. Various remains have 
been dug up and deposited in the cabinets of the 
curious. But one is still stationary, it is a curious 
tesselated pavement, discovered in an orchard be« 
longing to Mr. Lewis, as the labourers were digr 
ging holes to plant young fruit-trees. The mea- 
surement is twenty-i'One feet by eighteen ; probably 
once square and much larger, as at present there is 
a want of uniformity in the pattern. It is composed 
of red, blue, yellow, and white tessellae, or small 
oblong pieces of limestone and terra cotta, about 
three-fourths of an inch long, half as much broad, and 
half an inch in depth, artificially placed in a cement, 
so as to represent a rich variegated c^rp^t. The 
pattern represents rays issuing from tbe'centre, and 
encircled by waving lines regularly entwining each 
other. In the centre is a large rose, and at the ex- 
tremity of each diverging line (of which there are 
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ten) is a smaller one ; and the corner^ seem to have 
been furnished with Siniilar decorations. Some years 
ago it was surrounded by a wa'II^ and covered in for 
its preservation, but the roof is now gone^ the 
door down, and this curious vestige of antiquity 
siifFering daily dilapidation, and will probably soon 
become a sacrifice to the inipertinent hand of idle 
curiosity.* ^ 

^ It has been conjectured that this vtras tfie state 
room of the prefect of the second legion, as it was a 
custom for the Roman soldiers to Carry tesselltr with 
them, to adorn the pretorium of their generals. But 
other Mosaic pavements haveibeen discovered more 
highly ornamented; particularly three found in a 
garden here A. D. I689. More probably therefore 
this was a mode of decorating the floors of superior 
people, as numbers of those tessellse, of all colours, are 
frequently dug up, about two or three feet beneath 
the surface. In a few centuries after, this method 
seems to have been improved upon by making square 
flooring brick, in shape similar to Dutch tile, but 
much thicker, having various flowers and figures 
formed by inlaying several coloured days, and after- 
wards assisted by different glazes. Suqh constituted 
the floors of many ancient abbies, and some curious^ 
specimens I have seen from Ewenny and Tintera on 
the Wye. The tessellated pavements doubtless fur- 
nished the idea which gave rise to an extraordinary 

* In the crevices grow statiae xrmeria, meatha sativa^ onopor* 
<Jum acantbium. 
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scheme undertaken some years ago, to perpetuate the 
fine paintings of Raphael, Guido, Foussin, Correggio, 
8tc. to the. latest posterity, by copying their best 
pieces with variously stained and coloured marble in 
the floor of St. Peter's at Rome. 

Caerwent however retained its consequence long 
enough to give its pame to the county of Monmouth^ 
and those parts of Hereford and Gloucestershire 
which long received the appellation of Crwent Landy 
frnm Verta^ called by the Britons Gwent.* In a 
MS* of Xilandaff, it is mentioned as a place dedicated 
to learning, and far famed for its academy, which a 
dfediple of St. Germanus governed with great com- 
mendation, who, from being a religious anchorite, 
was solicited by Prince Cradoc ap Inyr to fill this 
important and honourable station. 

Descending into the vale, we crossed the Uske 
by a long wooden bridge of extraordinary appear- 
ance, and curious structure. The tides in. this river 
i-ise to a prodigious height, fifty artd sixty feet. To 
prevent the frequent inconvenience to which a bridge 
would be subject by the sudden flow of such a vast 
body of water, a contrivance has been had recourse 
to, which hitherto has answered the desired purpose. 
The breadth is jusi; suflScient for a carriage to pass, 
and the length considerable, extending itself till the 
arcades rest on the midway of the rising grounds 
on each side the river. The arches, if such they can 

* Gwent is derived from giceiii fair or beautiful, and is sup- 
posed by some writers to be synonimous with Silvr, 
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be called, are formed by large posts meeting at top 
in an angle, and tied together by cross beams ; over 
these are laid strong bearers, and, in a transverse direct 
tion, loose planks, confined in their respective "places 
by verticle pins passing tbrpogh their ends, upon 
which they freely rise and fall with the flowing and 
ebbing tide. Were it not for this ingenious precau- 
tion, the extraordinary swell of the river at the equi- 
noxes would blow up the whole fabric. The open 
balustrade of a few light rails, the depth at low 
water to the- river, the moving floor under your feet, 
are' terrific to a stranger ; and few horses that are pot 
accustomed to such scenes, can be' prevailed on to 
encounter this alarming, though safe entrance into 
the town of Caerleon. 

We entered Caerleon with those ideas of respect 
and veneration which naturally arise in the mind 
on the recollection of past magnificence and fallen 
grandeur. Nor were these lessened by the striking 
contrast exhibited in its present appearance. This 
you will recollect was the celebrated Isca Sllurum^ 
the Caer Legionis secundi of Antoninus, and, during 
the success of the Roman arms in this country, their 
seat of government, in that division called Britannia 
prima. During that period this place was long the 
theatre for the display of Roman pomp and luxury, 
and, for its extent, considered inferior to npne, as 
well as for the elegance of its buildings, the variety of 
its exhibitions, and the multifarious accommodations 
it afforded for gaiety and licentiousness. Gyraldua 
informs us, ^^ That it was handsomely built by the 
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Romans, adorned with sumptuous edifices covered 
with gilded tile$, and stately towers surrounded with 
brick walls three miles in extent, had ancient tem- 
ples, amamphitheatre, hot baths, subterraneous vaults 
for ice, hypocausts, reservoirs, aqueducts, and every 
thing that could add to the convenience or administer 
to the pleasure of the inhabitants/' In confirmation 
of the monk's account, various antiquities discovered 
«t different periods^ bear ample testimony. Earthen 
"Vessels curiously wrought, tessellated pavements; 
phiala, brass fibula, Roman bricks bearing the in- 
scription Leg.JL Aug.; an altar to the emperor Aure- 
lius Antoninus; another to Jupiter, under >the ap- 
pellation of Dolichenius, as the patron of iron 
mines ; another supposed to be the goddess Astrsea, 
and many other votive altars, monuments, statues, " 
inscriptions, and Roman coins, from Caesar to Valen- 
tinian inclusive ; with most of the intermediate em- 
perors. Some of the walls arc still visible in several 
places, but scarcely sufficient to point out tha 
original extent of the city. While the name of the 
parish, Llangattbck juxta Caerlcon, seems to favour 
the opinion that the old city was westward of the pre- 
sent town, perhaps most of the buildings on that side 
were extra mcenia , and formed suburbs, as appears / 
from the direction of the western wall. Several 
bagnios and sudatories have been found, with pillars 
formed of circular bricks, not unlike those used by 
Palladio in some of the public structures at Venice. 
— Down Temple-street our Ciceroni shewed us what 
is vulgarly called Arthur's round iable. But with a 



40 Cock-fighting ifitrodiiced hy the Romans. 

Biieer, that intimated he was not the dupe of such 
idle siorieSjiand in ^n authoritative tope of voice^ that 
demanded submission to all he was going to say^ be 
observed, " Gentlemen, that is the spot where once 
stood a beautiful temple of Diana." This idea has 
been taken up by persons less . expected to be im- 
posed on than our guide. The. only reason to sup«>' 
port the conjecture is from an altar dug up, bearing 
an inscription to that goddess. If this were admis^- 
sibic, it would be as conclusive for Jupiter, whose 
altar was also discovered here. . The opinion that 
the ^reat godde$s of the Ephesians had a temple de<- 
dicated to her in this place is taken from the in- 
scription recorded in Camden ; bilt the circular h(d«- 
low in the meadow' before us, appears to have been 
{6r such public exhibitions as are alluded toby Ovid^ 
and which Juvenal observes were usual in his time : 

« — Ipsa drerum 

jfestorum, herbosa colitus siquando theatre 
Mrijestas," &c. 

It is supposed to have been for the purpose of cock- 
fights ; a sport introduced into Britain by the refined 
Romans. It would be natural for them, passionate- 
ly fond of this amusement, to introduce it among 
their new colonists and allies. As this kind of exhi- 
bitipn was less cruel in its nature than the sanguinary 
shews of gladiators, though nearly allied to the more 
than brutal custom of baiting the wolf, the bear, and 
the bull. That some of these circular theatres were 
cohstructed for this purpose, no doubt can arise,* 
and this from its extent appears to have been intend- 
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fid for the larger exhibition. The baiting of wil4 
animals^ particularly the wolf and the bear^ the boar 
and the bull, were favourite spectacles with the 
KcAnans ; and.it is reasonable to ooQciude^ that this 
Britons, as inaitators 6f their manners, Would be fdU 
lowers in their amusennents. In the early con^titu^ 
tions and laws of tbft Weteb, it is observable- that 
out of nine ferocious beasts subject to venation^ 
only three were allpw^jd to be hmted^ and the bear 
was one. From the Britons the diversion was adopt- 
ed by the Saxons, 2^ the city of Norwich was 
bound by the tenure of its charter to furnish the 
lung annuity with ooe bear, and six dogs to bait it ! 
So late as the reign of Elizabeth, bear-baiting was a 
fashionable and royal an[)Usementj and the baiting 
qf the bull still continues to be, thoiigh a barbarous, 
yet a favourite, recreation among the lower class of 
people in this country. For suqh displays, edi6ces 
weirc erected Of the most magnificent style of archi«- 
lecture ; while others were constructed, like those in 
early Rome, of humbler materiaU, gnavel and tijirf. 
Such was doubtless the present circular area, once 
ascending in several tiers of seats, and perhaps ori- 
ginally surrounded with a wall. 

The most curious piece of Roman antiquity dis^ 
covered here is part of a circular stone, sketched in 
Mr. Wyndham's Tour, flat on one side and convcK 

* " A space belowe, to bnyte both bull and beare, 
For players to, great romne and place at will. 
And in the same a cockepit wondrous feare. 
Besides where men mav wrastle at ther fill. 

Chukchyahd. 
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on the other, twenty-seven inches in diameter. On 
the flat surface, in bas-relief^ is represented a female 
figure in a sitting posture, with one band inclined 
downward, and on the other, which is elevated, a 
dolphin sporting, A myrtle foliage surrounds the 
whole, as a border. The sculpture is particularly 
fine ; and was intended, Mr, W. observes, for Venus, 
but he is at a loss respecting the marine emblems. The 
figure was meant for Amphitrtte, of whom a dolphin 
Hsoas often characteristic^ according to the lines of 
Augustinus in his explanation of this subject. See 
$IsoRaspeon Gems, and Ovid. Fast. K ii. v,46l. 

A high nriount of earth to the north of the present 
town, called the Keep, is said once to have had a 
strong tower on its summit ; anda variety of stones 
Jying at, its base strengthen the assertion. It was 
probably a Roman or British edifice. On a rising 
ground near half a mile from it is a large square 
et^campment, and 'seven smaller ones in the vicinity. 
When the Britons had submitted to the Roman 
power^ aided by their new masters, they turned their 
attention to arts and sciences ; and Christianity hav- 
ing been introduced by their means, religion became 
a general study. For it was the policy of the Ro- 
mans to allow their colonists the free exercise of 
their customs, laws, and religious rites, as far as was 
consistent with the general interest of the empire. 
Under the auspices of Antoninus Caerleon, became 
the seat of learning and devotion. Three iiiiristian 
churches were quickly erected, and the gospel 
preached here by St. Julius and St. Ammon. To 
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each of these cotemporary saints and martyrs 3 
church was dedicated. One accompanied by an 
order of nuns; another by a house of regular Cis- 
tertian canons ; and a third was honoured with the 
metropolitan see of Wales. The remains of tho 
monastery may still be traced in an old house in-* 
habited by Miss Morgan, and the quadrangle round 
which the different buildings were arranged i$ still 
visible. 

Here were buried the above-mentioned holy men, 
who su^ered martyrdom under the persecuting reign 
of the sanguinary Dioclesian. This was also the 
birth place of the great Amphibulus, tutor to the 
cotemporary martyr Stelban. It is an observation 
furnished us by the records of the church, that the 
blood of the martyrs appeared like the seed of saints; 
and its truth was confirmed by their increase after 
every persecution. After that time, notorious for 
its extent and cruelty, Caerleon increased in learning, 
consequence, and piety. When the Saxons invaded 
this country, the university was in so flourishing a 
condition, as to contain, among numerous other 
students, two hundred philosophers well skilled in 
geography and astronpmy* (Vid. A. Elsebensis.) 
It has been observed that St. David, uncle to king 
Arthur, with the consent of his nephew, removed 
the metropolitan see to Menevia, since called after 
his name Ty Dewi or St. David's. But it is probable 
from history that St. David was bishop of Menevia 
prior to this event; for we arc informed by Gyraldus, 
that Dubriqius was archbishop of Caerleon, and re* 
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rigned the metropoHtati jurisdiction in favour of St. 
David ; which was conrsequcn4:ly transferred to Me- 
nevia. The viixilent doctrines of Pelagius, a petu- 
lant Monk of Bangor, propagated by many of a ^itiilar 
disposition, began to spread their deleterious effects 
ibroogh the flock of Christ, both here and on the 
Continent; and their baleful effluvia, mingling with 
the waters of truth, were rapidly poisoning the 
streams of the gospel ; and threatened to contarainate 
the fountain itself. To resist their pernicious an- 
flucnce, a synod of the clergy was held at Llati dewi 
brevi in Cardiganshire, where the British bishops, 
assisted by Gei'manus and Lupus, two Gaulish pre- 
lates^ delegates to the synod, sDmmoned the Here-* 
starch and his coadjutors to a public disputation, on 
the different points of heretical innovation ; wheti 
St. David, it as* reported, riot only confuted the bc- 
vcticat doctrines by a strain of nfiasterly reasoning 
and irresistible argument ; but gave an additional 
sanction to the orthodox tenets by the perfornaance 
of miracles. The Pelagian heresy was now likely to 
be extirpated ; but as the strongest party had been 
worsted in argument, they would naturally endeavour 
to repair their disaster, aod cover their disgrace by 
having recourse to the common defence of an un- 
tenable cause, revenge and persecution. Many of 
the orthodox ^and pious clergy, intimidated by the 
boldness and insolence of their adversaries, rclin- 
quisfhed their stations and lived in retirement, where^ 
unmolested, they might enjoy the conlforts arising 
from the doctrines of Christianity. It was on this 
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occa^n that Dubricias resigned the archtepi90(^>ai 
cbair to St« David^ and advised bim with the consent 
of his uncle to transfer the metropolitan seat from 
the corrupted and heretical city of Caerleon to the 
more peaceful and orthodox city of Mcnevia. Of 
this persecution and the retirement of Dubricius^ 
notice is taken in a poem of Aneurin, a British hard 
c£ high antiquity^ 

I am apprehensive that I shall weary you with my 
delay at this place, but it would be impossible for a 
mind alive to recollection to pass Caerleon^ without 
recurring to the days, when lived that celebrated 
subjedt of British prowess and iralour King Arthurs 
who here kept his festive court, and whose memorjf 
is highly venerated, and eminently conspicuoua in 
the traditions of the country* This was the theatre 
of his first atchievements agaidst the Saxon-s, and 
here, on his return from Various successes, they were 
itelebrated in songs of victory. I am aware that it 
has been fashionable to doubt, if not deny, whether 
ever such a hero existed : and where historic Ce8ti-» 
mony is disregarded, a doubt will as easily obliterato 
a prince from the calendar, as a coDjeeture raise up 
another in his stead* The spirit of party was early 
discoverable in chronicles, as well as camps; and 
historians^ like the schoolmen, appear to have de^ 
lighted in traversing the pro and con with regard to 
the very plainest facts. While the Saxons endea- 
voured to disannul the records of the Welsh, the 
Welsh rejected the testimony of the Saxons : so that 
between them unexceptionable record was drawn to 






46 Douhis of the Authenticiiy of K. Arthur's Hist. 

a very slender thread ; and the pages of histbrj re- 
duced tQ a carte blanche, in which every sceptical 
ivriter might have sufficient room to state his objec* 
tions, and transcribe his \doubts. Lord Lyttelton, 
following the historic scepticism of Milton, appears 
to have done all in his power to erase the name of 
this noble Briton from the annals of fame. These 
two historians of opposite principles, though united 
on this occasion, seem to have been determined to 
establish a new series of history. For this purpose 
they proceed in a retrograde road to every species of 
probable evidence, as contained in British, Irish, 
Scottish, or even English history. It might flatter 
the vanity of the English, at the expense of the 
Welsh; and too much could not be bestowed on 
such a subject. For the Welsh had offended Milton 
by their unshaken loyalty to the unfortunate and 
injured Charles* And the historian of the reign of 
Henry the II. consulted only one side of the. ques* 
tion, being ignorant of the language and history of 
the Welsh. His admiration of Saxon writers must 
consequently have given a considerable bias to the 
historic pen. * It is* but just, however, to observe, 

* It is no new thing for facts to be buried or strongly mis- 
ftated in the prejudice of the historian, or distorted in their 
features by the eloquence of diction. Strabo relates a case in 
point among the Grecians. Lysicnachus had been an attendant 
upon Alexander during the whole series of his conquests in 
Asia : there had been nothing of moment transacted in the suc- 
cess of which he had not partaken. Yet even in his days, when 
he was king of Thrace, the accounts of those great actions had 
been so misrepresented, that when a hi^story of them had been 
read in his presence^ they seemed quite new to him. It is all 
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that all that could be. done was done on this occa- 
sion, and that they might adopt the language of 
^neas over fallen Troy : 

'* Sat patrbe Priaraoque datum si Pergama dextra 
Defend! possetit, etiam hac defensafuissent." 

But facts should not thus be tanlely given up with- 
out stronger objections. Let us examine their va- 
lidity. • 

After the relinquishment of this island by the 
KomanSy the Britons, often disunited among them- 
selves, and accustomed to depend upon the Roman 
military establishment for their protection, found 
themselves invaded in different quarters by numerous 
warlike hordes, that issued from the north of Europe, 
whose trade was war and their object plunder* How- 
ever, the Britons in this distress had recourse to the 
usual plan in cases of danger, agreeably to their pri-^ 
mitive constitution: that of electing some warlike 
prince as Pendragon or king of all Britain, under 
whom they might unite in their common defence. 
On the death of Vortigern, Ambrosius was called to 
the pendragonate by a general synod. About this 
time Arthur was born at Tindagel in Cornwall : the 
«on of Uther of the Cinethian line of British princes ; 
and on the demise of his father and his elder brother 

very fine, says the prince, but where was I when all this hap- 
pened ? There was a series of events exhibited in a way, in 
^which the principal actor and the person most interested was th# 
least acquainted; 

Indeed the Welsh may apply to the English relators whut Ju- 
venal observed of Greece, so far as respects them : 

■■ ■ ^— — — *« quicquid Anglia mendax 

Audet in Historia."-* 
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Ambrosius, was crowned Pendragon by Dubricins 
bishop of LlandafF. Others make htm the son of 
Narthaloed, and others of Gulois, a king of Corn- 
wall. But the obscurity that thus clouds his de- 
scent does not invalidate the truth of his existence. 
For after the death of Uther and Ambrosius, we 
find in the Saxon chronicles an account of the con- 
flict being maintained by the Britons under a British 
prince of great courage named Natan. The death 
of Natan is fixed by these chronicles A. D, 508, and 
the commenceijient of Arthur's reign is stated in the 
Welsb annals A. D. 514. At this period the annals 
mention him as only king of Cornwall, while co- 
temporary history considers him as king of all Bri- 
tain. These accounts are not irreconcileable, if we 
have recourse to the armed confederacy then existing 
among the British princes, tliat either by hereditary 
right, by the death of Natan, or by election on ac- 
count of superior valour, he was raised to the pen- 
dragonate or supremacy of the empire. * 

He might be called Nawddllivved, this meaning in 
old British, according to Usherji the same with Naw- 



* The government of the Britons appears to have remained 
tlie same, subsequent to the departure of the Romans, as it was 
prior to their invasion oi the count^ry. The different princes 
being $ubordinate to one of their number as chief, called Fm- 
dragon, i. e. field-naarshal. Thus Vortigern, Uther, Anbrosiuj, 
and Arthur were at the head of the British confederacy, as 
Qasslbelan and Caractacus were at an earlier epoch of British 
history : this contioued for several centuries afterwards, and was 
faintly visible in the authority exercised by the last Llewelyn, 
till the £nal extinction of Welsh independence* 
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elliewed in Cornish, i* e. the peo{Je*8 protector ; and 
was the Northalaed of the Saxon annals. Much 
stress has been laid on his not being mentioned by 
Bede and Gildas. As. for the former, it was natural to 
suppose he would endeavour to gloss over names 
and facts which had thrown such disgrace upon 
the Saxon arms, and the consequences of which 
were so degrading to his countrymen. The latter 
had a violent quarrel with the hero in question, yet 
be acknowledges that he himself was bom on the 
day the battle of B^on was fought, in which Ar« 
thur is supposed to have acted so distinguished a 
patt: and there are persons who suppose, that he 
alludes to him under the name of Ursus. However 
he is mentioned by the bards Tali^sin, Merlin, and 
Lywarch H£n; two of which, if notlhe thirds were 
his contemporaries. (Vid. their works.) If any fur- 
ther evidence were necessary the proverbs of the 
cwnity might be adduced ; and which, in tradi** 
tibnal information, strongly corroborate the opinion 
that the person existed to whom they refer. Among 
many others,* the following are general in the prin- 
cipality :- " Arthur was not, but whilest he was ;'* 
spoken of a great family reduced to indigence. 
'^ King Arthur did not violate the refuge of a woman ;** 
intimating that he left her the free use of her tongue. 
But we shall find the strongest testimony in the very 
9ijecti<ms themselves. 

<< It is pretended," says Lyttelton, after assuming, 
the noU'-existence of Arthur, ^' indeed, that the con** 
trovo-sy was decided in ]EIenry IFs time^ by the 
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body being Found between two ancient pyramids, 
in the abbey of Glastonbury, in a search that was 
made for it by order of that king ; who bad heard 
from a Welsb bard, that by digging there to the 
depth df fifteen feet, they would find it. Gyraldus 
affirms that he sa>y it himself;^ but then he says, the 
bones were those of a giant; and in t^lis description 
the Other writers of the age,- who mention this dis- 
covery, concur. Usher gives us a charter of King 
Henry II. (De Brit. Eccles. primord.) in which' that 
prince confirms to the abbey' church of Glastonbury 
all privileges granted to it by his royal predecessors, 
among whom he reckons Arthur ; and says' that 
several charters had been brought and read before 
him. But the forgery of churchmen in favour of 
abbies and churches was a common practice in those 
days. Itse6ms to me that all the evidence of Ar- 
thur's existence, on which any stress can be laid, is . 
in the language of the Welsh bards, who, it is sup- 
pQsedi had some foundation of truth for the many 
tales they recounted about him and his knights^ as 
the old French romancers had for those they told 
about Charlemagne and his peers: though for the 
most part fabulous. But of the real existence and 
acts of the illustrious emperor, we have many cer- 
tain proofs in the writings of -Bg^mXtfr/z^j, one of his 
ministers ; and other monuments and authentic re- 
cords of those times in which he lived, all which is 
wanting with regard to the evidence and acts of the 
supposed British prince.** (Vidl life of Hen. II.) 
I have thus stated the objections in their full exttnty 
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to shew thftt the very objections give the most pre- 
•umptive if not positive evidence, in addition to the 
testimonies of history already adduced, of the point 
at issue ; the existence of the British chieftain. If 
a body were now to be found interred, after the 
royal manner ti the times, in a place of eminence 
as a sacred, repository, and at a depth where it 
may justly supposed to have Iain for ages, and an 
inscription in a language used by princes and great 
people of that period, purporting the inclosed corpse 
to be the body of such a king, a king mentioned 
in history to' have reigned in the country at the pe- 
riod when such a corpse might have been supposed to 
have been interred ; — ^and an account, in >cotemporary 
writers, that the spot in question was the place of his 
interment— what would be the proper inference ? 
but that sucha person cexidAvXy once existeS^ The infor- 
mation of Gyraldus, that the bones were of an enor- 
mous size, does not in the least militate against the 
truth of his relation. For he only asserts, that the 
shin hone^ set by the side of a tall man, came three 
inches aiove his knee ; which would make him to be 
about seven feet high. Many persons have been re- 
corded as being larger than this, and we have seen 
in these effeminate days, men eight and even nine 
feet hfgh. Besides, the very noticing the circumstance* 

9 
I 

( 

* It has been an objection started by heathen and amplified by 
infidel writers, against the divine authority of the Scriptures, 
that Goliath of Gath is said to have been upwards of six cubits 
high. But it is well known that extraordinary stature has* 
been sometimes peculiar to nations and families ,•• and though 
Patagonia be distant, yet Scotland is near ; and Goliath was 

£ 2 
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proves, that it was at thi^ time considtredr as an ix^ 
, traordinary size. Bu^ further^ suppose that linion^ 
the records kept in the royal chancery of any king^ 
* dom, the most sacred and inviolable depftt of writings 
that can be conceived, were to be discovered a charter 
containing grants and privileges to this tcry church 
and abbey^ such a king had chosen {o/t his burial 
place^ signed with his name, bearing bis seal, and 
both the date and language corresponding, exactly 
with the time in which he was supposed to have 
lived ; and this to have been registered among other 
subsequent charters :-— would it not be justly con* 
sidered as a collateral proof of t^e existence of such 
a prince ? The observation that such charters are 
frequently forged^ as no instance is adduced of such 
forgery, appears only a mean subterfuge, equally 
as void of foundation as it is wanting in liberality ; 
and churchmen may compliment the historian on 
the indirect attack upon their moral honesty* 

Suppose yet further, that this great personage and 
his exploits were not only mentioned by immediate 
and successive historians, but akK> celebrated m the 
heroic poems of cotcmporary bards, and ranked 
among ^^ the heroes that fought on the plains of 

deaoeiKkd froiii the race of tlie Ha&aldns, If dissatisfied with thts^ 
testimony^ take that of heathais themselves, sufficient of which 
may befoaad ioG. Scbotti Ptiysica Curlpsa, L iii. c. 8 — A,.T>*. 
I0b6« Thtt tomb of Walwey, king Arthur's sister*s son^was 
discovered in ^b%, near the sea shore^ and whose body was sup- 
posed to be in length near fourtecj^ feet. This was considered 
a prodigy^ a^d sooiewhat may be allowed fox surprize an4^ 
haste, V 
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Morgannock^ whose spears glittered in the feaming 
ocean;" would it not evidently appear thataper* 
ion of that name and description once existed^ though 
the colouring might be higher than is usually allow^ 
able in prose ? However^ like the British bards^ and 
the troubadours among the Franks^ a similarity by 
no means apparent, yet according to the ohjector 
their fabulous and over-strained details did not ren^ 
der the existence of the monarch and his peers even 
dubious. ^^ But then we have certain proofs in the 
writings of Eginhartus/' And have we not equally so 
respecting Arthur and his knights in authors of a| 
undoubted veracity ; and other authentic documents. 
For what more authentic than a charter left by the 
monarch himself, preserved among the most import* 
ant records in the archives of the nation, and recog* 
msedsiS Authentic by those who lived in succeeding 
centoriea ; and whose honour and interest would have 
Stated the obliteration of the remotest traces of the 
British prince f What records more authentic than 
the ancient chronicles of events in Britain, in which 
are recorded the transactions of the period in ques^ 
tion, at the very time they took place ? What 
record more authentic than the great royBlgenealo^ 
gicon of the Welsh princes ; in which their pedigree 
and lineage are accurately traced and recorded, and 
where Arthur is placed as Pendragon at the yery pe* 
riod assigned by other documents and subsequent 
historians ; especially if it be remembered that th& 
Welsh were jealously tenacious of their pedigrees ; 
that the utmost care was taken to preserve them uor 
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corrupt ; and that in the houses of the greats heralds 
were appointed to prevent interpolation or erasure^ 
faithfully to continue the register for the use of the 
desceiidants, and to ascertain any doubts that might 
arise respecting collateral branches of the family ? 
Such indeed was the authenticity q/ /Awrf<ror^, th^t 
for centuries aip appeal to it was considered 2i% final in 
all courts of law, and it was upon this very authority 
that Henry VH. preferred his claim to the cirown ; and 
by an appeal to this evidence, established to the piub- 
lie satisfaction his right to wield the sceptre after he 
had ascended the throne of England. 

Thus it is evident we must not only deny the most 
positive historic testimony, cast away the most au- 
thentic records, and forego evidence that has always 
been admissible for ascertaining property ; or admit 
that such 3 prince existed as Arthur ; that he was 
the Pendragon or supreme potentate in Britain ; and 
that he performed such prodigies of valour, and 
evinced such prowess in war against the Saxons, 
as to ensure to him a mdst conspicuous niche in 
the temple of Fame^i and rank him high among the 
heroes of antiquity. 

It would be superfluous to add the testimony 
arising from various writers, as Gyraldus, Matthew 
of Westminster, GeofFry of Monmouth, Fabian, 
Gale, W. Llnyd, Rowland, Evans, and many others, 
some of whom had much greater opportunities of 
investigating the truth of history ; some of whom 
lived 'much nearer the period ; and who had access 
to MSS» since lost 5 and many of whom have shewn 
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themselves as zealous to, detect errors as the objec- 
tors> and whose acuteness and critical skill in the 
language and antiquities of their country afford 
reason to conclude they did not admit the relations 
respecting Arthur, but upon the most undeniable 
evidence of their authenticity. I will only add the 
acknowledgement of the objector himself : — ** Yet 
the faith of the English, as well as the Welsh in 
Arthur's exploit, was so great during the age of 
which I write, that the sword supposed to have been 
his was presented, A. D. 1 190, to Trancred King of 
Sicily, by Richard King of England, as a valuable 
gift. The swords of heroes in those days h^d names 
given them, and this was called Caliburn.^^ 

This sword was probably bestowed upon him, 
when he was invested with (he Pendragonate. At 
this period unable to defend themselves against the 
Saxons, which were daily pouring in, the Britons 
solicited assistance from the Ronrans. But the Ro- 
mans were too much occupied with the convulsions 
at home, to attend to theif colonists abroad, and the 
envoys that brought the unwelcome intelligence^ 
.were received by King Arthur at his court of Caer- 
leon — (vide A/S. LlandafF.) Stimulated by the re- 
fusal, and the desperate situation of his country, 
Arthur formed bold and prompt resolutions, and se- 
conded by intrepid bravery of the confederate princes* 
and their contingencies, he engaged the Saxons with 
invincible ardour; obtained victory after victory, 
pursued the invaders to the rertiotest corners *of the 
island, and from the first engagement near CaerJeon, 
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to the af&ir of JBadon Hill near Bath, returned iM^ 
jueror from twelve pitched and hard fought battles^ 
which, in allusion to antiquity, are styled by Nen-* 

^ ' _ 

nius the twelve lahours of the Bf^itish HeraJesi 
Wearied at length with incessant warfare, and the 
distractions of family affairs preying upon his mind, 
his declining life became as uncomfortable as the 
commencement of it had been auspicious and happy^ 
His power and successes on the continent have been 
emblazoned in romantic story ; but be appears 
through the whole of bis reign to have been too 
much occupied to have had leisure even to glance 
^t the aiiairs of other nations ; for the various cam^ 
paigns of the west and the east, the north and the 
south, appear to have been amply sufficient to en- 
gage both his time and his abilities; and to consti«- 
tute him an extraordinary child of glory. It is relate 
ed that Guniver his queeii was far from being a 
sister of Penelope ; and that she took advantages of his 
frequent absence in military expeditions to sacrifice to 
unlawful pleasure, and dishonour his bed ! She had an 
intrigue with a chieftain of the name* of Melvas, ac- 
cording to Gildar, and that she attached herself to 
Mordred the nephew of her husband, and eloped 
with him among the Saxons, according to GbofFry. 

Arthur had now to engage in the iT]|OSt poignant 
of all quarrels, and in a warfare of all others consi-i* 
dered as the most inglorious in the estimation of the 
world. Mordi'ed and the infamous Quniver ba4 
joined the Saxons, and under their protection hoped 
\o pursue with impunity their illicit schemes. iPlu| 
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Arthur inarched against the combined forces^ over^ 
came them in the marshes of the Axe, near Glaston- 
bury ; and after taking by storm the city, garrisoned 
by the Saxons, revenged himself on the perfidious 
nephew, and re-possessed himself ot his faithless 
queen, Caradoc observes that she was restored ra- 
ther by the ihtreaties and remonstrances of her rola*. 
tion Gildas than the terrors of the British arms. It is 
however certain that Arthur and Mordrcd frequci fly 
contended, that the latter was slain at the battie of 
Camblan- in Cornwall, and the former was fatally 
wounded at the same place, and was afterwards in-» 
terred in the cemctry of Glastonbury, A. D. 642, 
and near the same spot were deposited the remains 
of his incontinent queen. The body was found 
A. D. 11 89, as before observed, and at the depth 
of several feet from the surface was discovered a 
broad flat stone, with a leaden cross inlaid, bearing 
this inscription. 

Hie jacet sepuhus inclytus Rex Arturius, 

In insula Avulonia. 
The cross and inscription were preserved in the re^ 
vester of the church, till the suppression of the 
Abbey under Henry VIIL — (vide Stowe.) 

After trespassing upon your patience thus long 
tespecting a point of history, I would endeavour to 
amuse you by a brief account of the round taUe, its 
equal knights, and the rules laid down for its etiquette^ 
a subject which gave rise to the institutions, laws, 
and feats of tilts, tournaments, and chivalry ; which 
pccupied the attention of a great part of Europe 
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during the middle and lower ages. But this would 
protract my stay too long; I will therefore only ob*^ 
fcerve, that after the death of Arthur, Caerleoii 
dwindled both in its piety and consequence, and was 
only considered of importance as a barrier post, dur- 
ing the unavailing struggles of the Welsh for inde- 
pendence. In which period it frequently experienced 
all the the horrors of sacking and pillage, so often 
attendant on sieges in those sanguinary ages. 

The castle,* whose ruins stand near the river, ap- 
pears to have been a British fortress, probably erect- 
ed about the time of the Norman invasion. We, 
however, do not hear of it till \^T\, when Henry 
took the town, dispossessing Jorwcrth-ap-Owen, lord 
ofGwent. In 1173, after a noble stand, it was re- 
taken by Owen, and the castle given up to the 
Welsh in exchange for the prisoners taken in the 
town. The following year it was recovered for the king 
by a large confederate army of English and Normans; 
but afterwards restored to Owen, upon his doing 
homage and swearing fealty to the king at Glouces- 
ter, on the instance of Rhys, prince of South Wales. 
It was again taken by William Marshall, earl of 
Pembroke, 1218. On the. death of the Earl it was 
.retaken, after a most desperate resistance, by Lle- 
welyn-ap-Jorwerth, and retained by his descendants 
till the time of Edward I. (Vide PoweL) 
- The present town consists of two or three small 
streets^ and many of the houses in a state of dilapi- 

« 

* This has been confounded with the more modern edifice of 
Newport. Vide Second Walk in Wales. 
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dation. The most decent building we observed is 
a charity schooU for maintaining and educating thif'ty 
poor boys, and twenty poor girls, till they attain the 
age of fourteen, when they are apprenticed with a 
bounty, of seven pounds to the. former, and four for 
the latter. They are clothed in. a dress of blue cloth, 
with a badge of white, containing the initials C. W. . 
alluding to the founder ; who, an inscription in front 
of the building informs you, was Charles Williams, 
Esq. a natiye of the town. The spirit of the place 
seems in unison with its appearance; being chiefly 
inhabited by a poor, indolent set of people; alike 
unaffected by the greatness of their past, as inatten- 
tive to the advantages of their present condition. 

Ruminating on the extent and consequence of 
this once celebrated city. Comparing it with its 
present appearance of indigence and dilapidation, I 
fell \nto a reverie on the fate of cities, the downfal 
of empires, and the vanity of man J Alas! said I, 
Is this the once far famed Isca Silurum of the Ro- 
mans ? The station of the Invincible Legion^ Augusta 
Secunda ? The theatre on which you exhibited your 
superiority in arts and sciences to the rude Britons l 
The seat of consular government ? The residence of 
a Vicegerent of the mighty Roman empire f The t'osort 
of wealth, greatness, luxury, and fashion, reduced 
to this miserable village of ragged houses and moul- 
dering walls *, with scarce a vestige left to shcwi its 

• Amid the ruins grow in abundance artemisia, absinthium, 
tanacetum vulgare, antirrhinum nionspessularium, arenaria 
teanifgliaj near^ vicia sylvatica^ and lichen pustulatus. 
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former splendour, or evince a pre-eminence over the 
villages in its vicinity t 

The decline and fall of empirei, and the destrne- 
tton of cities^ are calculated to convince us of the 
transitory nature of what are esteemed the most du« 
rable objects here, and to give us jqst tuitions of 
the present and a future state of existence ; to im- 
press the mind with the folly of human pride^ and* 
the vanity of earthly greatness, and what little value 
ahould be stamped on Ibe short-lived breath of 
feme* Sojourners here for a short and uncertain 
period, if we are desirous of uninterrupted happiness, 
or emulous of lasting fame, we must build for eter- 
nity ; and say with the poet, but with more modesty^^ 
and better h(^es, 

•* Exegi monumcntum jcre perenniut 

Regalique situ Pyramidum altius^ 

Quod non Imber edax, non Aquilo impotens 

Possit diruere. aut innumerabilis 

Aiuiormn series ft fuga Temporum." Hoii, 

lam Yours S^^R 



LETTER Ut 

Ascending tb^ Gam to the north of 

C^rleon, nearly the whole county of Monmputh 
lay stretched like a map before us. The hill we 
now stood upon forms part of the mountainous 
lidge, running through the centre of the co\^oty i« ; 
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an irregular direction towards another cliain of 
mountains that intersects the whole of Breck^ 
ndckshire; forming by constant interruptions a 8uc<* 
cession of well wooded luxuriant vales. Betweea 
the elevations of the Gam and the Penca^mawr^ 
in a most romantic bottom^ flows in varied^ and 
oft in boisterous beauty, the winding Uske« The 
lofty Devandon excluded the W^e from oiir 
view, and left her humble rival to display her pecu*- 
liar charms of picturesque beauty. The Uske, bj 
the shorter distance from its source to its mouthy 
rising near Trecastle and flowing into the sea near 
Gold C\\Si cannot be expected to equal the Wye 
in the variety of its attendant scenery ; yet it 
teems with a number of views that charm, and scenea ^ 
that please. It rapidly passes from a wild mountaia 
torrent into a widely-jfiowing tide river ; and though 
the descent from the heights into the vale is often 
sudden, yet it is seldom so abrupt, as not to leave 
•Dme extent of rich pastures on its margin. And 
this remarkable, characteristic attends it, from ita 
source through greater part of its course ; which 
materially softens the rudeness of the surrounding 
heights, ^nd gives a fine effect to its well wooded 
outline: and while the rapidity of the current^ be- 
speaks its alpine origin, the verdure of the adjoining 
pasture^ abounding with numerous herds and flocks, 
give an addiditional zest to its delicious and luxu-* 
riant scenery. Hanging woods with cottages em- 
bosomed in their foliage, interestjng by their mo- 
4esty and concealment, often finely contrasted with 
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elegant mansions, tend to heighten the effect. 
While the varied woods, interchanging from groups 
of trees to humble bushes, from the soft tints of in- , 
cipient vegetation, to the strong colouring of denser 
foliage, aided by the variety of outline formed by 
the curvature of the river; are circumstances which 
irresistibly engage- the fancy, and divert the mind to 
the operations of nature, as soothing to our feelings, 
ds they are grateful to the eye. Ascending the Ta- 
ble Land to the left, the extensive prospect forms a 
sublime contrast to the tranquillity of the subjacent 
vale. 

To the west the view is circumscribed by the 
range of the Pontypoole Hills, terminating in the 
Blorange, Skyryd vawr, Tom Balau, the Sugar Loaf^ 
and Pony vale ; whose varied summits are seen to 
great advantage, like so many advanced posts before 
the broad expanse of the South Wales barrier, 
termed the Black Mountains: and the traveller who 
has visited the Alps, might here imagine himself in 
the vicinity of Mount Brennus, and the two St. Ber- 
nards. To the north east, the heights of the De^ 
vandon and Chepstow Park, with the intermediate 
vales fall of rich farms, villages, castles, and towns. 
To the east, the extensive moor of Caldecot, the 
J^cvern, the Denny, King Road, Bristol Channel, 
steep and flat Holmes, the extensive shores of So- 
merset and Devon, stretching away t6 the south, 
till the eye is lost in the distant ocean. On a part 
of this ridge, overlooking the elegant mansion of 
Sir Robert Salisbury, stands the small, but conspi- 
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cuous edifice of Christ Churchy curious for being 
the place of an extraordinary sort of superstitious 
pilgrimage. In the middle of the chancel is a large 
flat stone, said to cover the body of a very eminent 
saint, whose name is lost in oblivion. Figures of a 
man and woman may be traced, and round the 
margin this inscription; ^^ Hie jacent Johannes 
Colmar et Isabella uxor ejus, qui obierunt A. D. 
1376, quum aiabus ppicietur.t)eus! Amen." Upon 
this stone, on the Wednesday eve before Trinity 
Sunday, annually; are bnought men, women, and 
children, who are weak or otherwise disordered in 
their limbs, from distant parts, to lie from sun setting 
till sun rising, the parish clerk attending them 
during the night with candles. This year there 
had been very few patients, but in some, the number 
•produces a considerable emolument ; as all leave a 
gratuity for the sanative privilege. While conjec- 
turing that this custom must have been more ancient 
than the date on the stone, I asked if the practice 
-was generally efficacious ? To which our informant 
modestly replied, that some grew better after and 
some worse, and supposed the difference must arise 
from the different degrees of faith. 

Descending from this envied elevation, we rambled 
down the vale, till we imperceptibly reached the 
small town of Newport, which we entered by a 
handsome stone bridge of five arches, now com-, 
pleted under the direction of a son of the architect 
of Ponty prydd. It was built by contract for 10,l65l. 
and the money raised by shares or debentures of 
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lOOL each^ under the patriotic auspices of Sir Robeirt 
9 Salisbury. When we formerly passed this way, the 
river was bcstrided by a long narrow wooden bridge^ 
with a sliding floor, like the one at Caerleon* And 
such was the decayed state of the timber^ that for a 
long time previous to its being taken down, carnages 
could not venture over ; and it was discovered^ that 
' it was only just taken down in time to prevent the 
most serious cohsequenceSi We may congratulate 
the public therefore^ on an improvement, that sur- 
passes all that have been made for year8> on this now 
greatly frequented road. On passing, we smiled 
at the wonderful story told of a Mrs. Williams, who 
during a dark night, took a flying leap at Caerleon 
on a small plank ; stemming the boisterous wave^ 
and steering her course, astride the plank^ through 
the winding course of the river : lighting herself with 
a small candle and lantern fortunately held in her 
band! Shooting the gulf at this place with unexam'^ 
pled dexterity, and after putting the fishermen into a 
panic, in the shape of a ghost, at the embochure of 
the river; had the. good fortune to bring them to 
their senses, before the tide, rapidly ebbing^ could 
waft her to the ocean: and engaging their attention 
by her cries, obtained a rescue from this perilous 
and involuntary adventure I" (Vid. Walk in Wales, 
&c.) I confess, I know not which to admire most, 
the ingenuity of the inventor of this story, or the 
credulity of those wtjio have so gravely related it. 
But this is a wondrous age : while real miracles are 
* rejected, even upon divine testimony! the most ex- 
7 
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tf^vagant tales of fiction arc greedily swallowed, and 
as easily digested. 

The approach to the town exhibits almost a per- 
fect view of its ancient casde, standing close on the 
western banks of the Uskc. It has been of greater 
extent, and was built to secure the passage over the 
river for the English troops. It is little more to- 
wards the town than a strong ^lain wall, void of but- 
tress, while, towards the _water, three round towers 
flank its eastern front. Some of the windows are 
still perfect, and highly decorated. It is supposed 
to have been built by Fitzwarren, as it was garrisoned 
by the English under the name of the new castle on 
theUsie, A.D. 1172. It was' in possession of the 
Glares, from whom it descended in the female line 
to Hugh de Audley, in right of his wife, and after- 
wards formed part of the extensive domains of the 
younger Spenser, who garrisoned it for King Edward 
the IL but was soon after taken by the confederate 
barons. It is howevet* most notorious for the das- 
tardly conduct of its garrison, in the time of Henry 
IL On his return from the continent, after having 
before deprived Jorwerth-ap-Owen of his lawful pos- 
sessions, he found him now so formidable as to be 
under the necessity of negociating a peace with the 
prince he had so lately dethroned. To effect this, 
he sent a safe passage to Jorwerth and his sons, to 
meet him at a conference upon the borders. In- 
formed that Owen the eldest son of Jorwerth wa^ 
on the road to meet his father, the English garrison 
in Newport sallied forth, and murderecj the young 
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and valiant chieftain, only attended by a few ser^* 
vants, as he was going to sign a treaty of peace with 
their sovereign. Ify after what bad passed between 
the Welsh princes and the English monarchy Henry 
had any previousknowledgeof this treacherous trans- 
action; or if^ as has beca statedy it was done at his 
instigation and by his command ; it not only marks 
a cniel and mistaken policy for the subjugation of 
the Welsh^ but leaves an indelible stain upon the 
moral character of Henry^ which no state logic could 
justify, no time efface. What might have been 
foreseen instantly took place^ when the poignant 
tale of grief reached the ears of Jorwerth, he brok^ 
off the conference, returned with his younger sou 
Howe], to lay before his subjects and adherents the 
irreparable injury he had sustained. The Welsh, 
fired at the base perfidy of the Englisl^ rallied round 
his standard; and breathing revenge and retaliation, 
entered the marches, and with fire and sword 
carried devastation and dismay to tjie banks ^of the 
Severn and the Wye ; to the gates of Hereford and 
Gloucester, vBy this impolitic step, Henry effectually 
transformed a subject into a most formidable anta- 
gonist; and was compelled to restore to him both 
his territory and diadem. (Vid. Powel.) 

Newport, which arose out of the ruins of Caerleon, 
is situate about three miles above the mouth of the 
river; which here forms a tolerable port. But little 
business is done, though large ships might come 
up to the bridge, the tide flowing often fifty feet. 
It carries on a small trade in coals, which abound in 
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Its vicinity, so as to compose the greater part of the 
pebbles in the river, called Bolders, which are 
carried to Bristol, and sold at a high price, as being 
rubblj, and making a pleasanter 6re for parlour use, 
than the coals of Kingswood and Nailsea. A canal, 
extending to Brecknock has contributed in ^ small 
degree to increase the trade of the port. The 
church stands at the end of the town, on a com- 
manding ejninence, and is visited for the extensive 
view attainable from the church-yard. Besides this, 
Newport has little to boast, consisting only of one 
long street of indifferent houses, and owes the prin- 
cipal part of its support to being a thoroughfare. 

It is called> by Baxter, Nova Porta, by Gyraldus, 
Novus Burghus, and was evidently intended as a 
check on the Welsh, while they possessed the strong 
hold of Caerleon. 

. Under the guidance of the ever curious and in- 
telligent monk, we visited a spot in this neighbour- 
hood, where through some marshy ground flows a 
small stream, famed for a ford called Ryd pen ham ; 
which was considered so difficult, as to be passable 
but at certain seasons, and byx experienced people, 
Henry 11. having by chance or necessity passed this 
ford with part of his army, the Welsh, constantly 
the slaves of superstition and the dupes of ancient 
prophecies, were by this trivial circumstance com- 
pletely discouraged; and from that moment looked 
upon their fortune as decided by fate. Because one 
of Merlin's oracles had prognosticated, that when- 
«vcr a strong prince, with fair hair and a freckled 

F 2 



68 Village of Gotdcttff. 

face, (as Henry hiad) should pass that ford, the Bri- 
tish forces should be completely vanquished. 

Beneath this the river fornfis an sestuary near a 
mile wide. Two miles to the east of which is the 
village of GoldcUff\ where arc the ruins of an an- 
cient priory, founded by the ancestors of the Chan- 
dois family, of the order termed Alien Priors. * It 
is so called, from a remarkable cliflf^ celebrated by 
Gyraldus for the golden colour of its rocks. " Nof 
can be think that nature has bestowed this colour 
on the stones in vain ; or that it would be found a 
mere flower devoid of fruit, should some skilful ar- 
tist investigate the veins and bowels of this rock.** 
The monk, though not a mineralogist, and living in- 
an age when the invaluable science of chemistry 
was but little understood, was not very wrong in'his 
conclusive conjecture. This is a considerable eleva- 
tion, rising between the mouth of the Uske, and a 
small stream called GoldclifF Pill, consisting of a 
considerable extent of fyritous substances in a cal- 
careous matrix, covered with a sulphureous crust 
called mundicy or mafcasite ; ana containing sulphur 
combined with iron,^ accompanied with iron ore : 
and is the commencement of a line on this side the 
^ater, running from east to west, worked at Myr- 
thir, Aberdan, Vurtag, Pontypoole, Mynydd cyver 
in Caermarthenshire; and probably extending to the 

* Robert de Chandois 1113 founded the church of St. Mary 
Magdalene^ endowed it with lands, and by the persuasion of 
Henry I. annexed it to the abbey of Bee in Nornoandy: 
M'hence were conveyed ta this a prior and twelve monks. , 
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sea* When the sun shines^ these substances put on 
a brilliancy like gold. As mineralogists have at- 
tended to the external figure or internal constitution^ 
they have distinguished it by different names, as 
copperas stone^ brass lumps, brass balls, horse gold^ 
or marcasites. This pyritous substance is the beau« 
tiful gold coloured efflorescence observable on 
canal coaL Some coal contains sUch a quantity, as 
to become an object to the proprietors to have it se* 
parated, both for the amelioration of the coal^ and 
the purposes of making iron. It is a disagreeable 
companion in mines, for from its prodigiously in- 
flammable quality, it frequently explodes with great 
combustion and considerable disaster. (Vid.Henckel.) 
As nature points out continual improvements to ex* 
cite the ingenuity and repay the industry of man, 
might she not be-profitably aftended here ? I have 
found cubes of this substance, that were malleable ; 
and probably by a more accurate combination and 
closer unbn, a semi-metal might be formed highly 
useful in the arts, as we know that iron united with 
another inflammahle substance, has furnished us with 
the most valuable in our catalogue, steeh * Return- 
ing to Newport we passed the park of Tredeguar 

* When I view the numeroug substances taking a mineral ap- 
pearance^ which when subjected to heat are reduced to sulphur, 
I cannot but think by some other process a malleable metal 
inight be extracted : or tbey might be made subservient to the 
amelioration or increase of other metals^ as lead or copper^ &:c. 
They were created for some use 3 and it is well known what an 
excellent metal copper produces^ united with calamuie, a sub* 
ftahce of itself of no apparent use. 

7 
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through which flows the river Ebwith, a seat of Sir 
Charles Gould Morgan. Though a large mansion, 
it appears to a great disadvantage, being situate on 
a flat lawn to the left of the road, and is disfigured 
by a range of stables and other offices in front. The 
portion of the park on the right hand side of the road 
is more elevated, and being well wooded and stocked 
with (Jeer, forms a handsome contrast. 

Beneith the hilts that veil Caerphily from the 
view is Rupperah, placed on a sylvan eminence ; 
another seat of the family, more modern in its style 
and <lecorations, and assuming a superiority of ap-» 
pearance to most other seats in the county of Mon-* 
mouth : the prospect from Its terrace is interestingly 
grand. Beneath is an old seat of the family of 
Kemys, called Cefn Mably. To the north of Rup- 
perah is a hill named Cefn Pwlldu, an old lead mine, 
supposed to have been worked by the Romans, as 
numerous coins have been found in and near it, 
some of which are preserved by the Morgan family. 

Crossing the Rhymney *, anciently the line of de- 
marcation between Morgannoc and Gwentland, and 
now the boundary between the counties of Mon- 
mouth and Glamorgan, we entered the coiMity 
town of Caerdiff — probably of Roman origin,, as the 
word Caer seems to indicate ; a fortified town on 
the River Taaffe, This was the residence of th6 
Roman Britons, protected by the Roman fortifica- 
tions still visible to the west of the town. It ia. 

« 

• On Its banks grqw tbun^anc? of the gnaphalium marm 
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situate on a flat, through which the river, rushing 
wildly from the mountains, passes under a handsome 
stone bridge of five arches, built by Parry, 1796- 

This is, for Wales, a handsome town, consisting 
of several spacious streets of decent houses, well 
pitched and paved« The inns are good, and the in-- 
habitants civil. It had formerly two parish churches^ 
one of which was undermined and thrown down by 
the inundations of the river, which still occasionally 
repeats its depredations. The high tower of the 
present church, it is said, was built at the latter end 
of the reign of Edward the Third. If this be accu- 
rate, it isa confirmation of the idea suggested, that 
the grand hall in Caerphily castle was built at the 
same period. It is light of appearance, and of ele- 
gant workmanship : having open corners and lajitern 
pinnacles. Here were formerly four religious 
houses* A benedictine priory, and houses of blacky 
grey^ and white friars. Those of black and white 
friars were founded by Robert earl of Gloucester, 
and continued till the dissolution under Henry the 
VIII. (Vid. Dugdale.) A few remains of the 
white friars are still to be seen, and the ruins of the 
black friars are near the eastern wall and gateway, 
9nd furnish habitations for a few poor fishermen. 

The assizes are regularly held here, and the beauty 
and brilliancy of the neighbourhood are sometimes 
displayed at its concerts and assemblies. 

The iron works of the adjacent country have 
greatly added to the consequence of this place. By 
an act which passed in izpo, a canal was cut frpm 
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!Penarth Point to the Cyfartha iron works, near Myr- 
tbirTydvilj an extent of twenty-five miles, which, 
bas greatly facilitated the means of conveying so 
ponderous an article of commerce to a market. And 
by a subsequent act, a branch has been extended 
toother works at Aberdave; while the division of 
the lixie below the town has been widened and 
deepened, so as to admit brigs and other vessels of 
two hundred tons burthen up to the quay. Thein*- 
tehtion was that it should be capacious enough to 
admit vessels of Jive hundred tons, and render it a 
port of consequence in the shipping trade; but by 
an oversight in schemes of this sort, more common 
tharf accountable, the receiving basin and quays 
were ^formed on too small a scale. The port there- 
fore still continues at the mouth of the river, where 
vessels ride at safe anchor, sheltered by the wood- 
land of Pen^rth, a small promontory with projecting 
cliffs, consisting of a hard and very compact lime- 
stone, though it contains many fossil marine bodies, 
especially the Gryphites oyster^ From its colour and 
quality it is termed Blue Lias or Lion, propably from 
Jeiner to bind, having been found to set before any 
other lime under water ; growing harder and harder 
with time. This is a commencement of a line, 
which skirting along the coast of Glamorgan, passes 
through Caermarthenshire and Pembroke, nearly 
in a westerly direction, appearing again at the s^a 
near St. David's Head; and preserving this valuable 
property through the whole extent. 
The town was formerly surrounded with walls. 
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flanked with watch-towers, one thousand two han- 
dred and eighty paces in circumference, and bad 
gates at the four.cprdinal points, some traces of 
which are visible. Part of its magnificent castle is 
still standing, said originally to have covered eight 
acres of ground. It was built by the G>nqueror 
Fitzhamoii, after he had possessed himself of the 
country of Morgan noc, lOQO; residing and holding 
here his chancery and exchequer courts. He was 
descended from Hamon Deniatusf so called because 
born with teeth. Earl of l^evigne and Granville, ia 
Normandy, nearly related to William the Bastard^ 
His three sons, Robert Fitzhamon, Richard de Gran- 
ville, and the younger Hamon, accompanied Wil- 
liam to England. Robert became Prince of Glamor* 
gan and Earl of Gloucester. He was wounded at the 
siege of Falaise in Normandy, and died A. D. J 107, 
leaving only female issue four daughters, two of 
whom took the veil : Mabel, the eldest, was married 
to Robert, natural son of Henry I. who became Earl 
of Gloucester Jn right of his wife ; and Amis was 
married (o the Earl . of Bretagne. The second bro- 
ther succeeded as Earl of Granville and Sevigne ; 
what became of the younger, Hamon, we have no 
account. (Vide Dugdale's Baron.) 
^ The history of Fitzhamon's invasion, though it 
has been given by others, is not generally known, 
nor very accurately described. 

At the latter end of the eleventh century an inci- 
dent happened, says the historian, springing from ^ 
trivial occurrence, which produce^ a most important 
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and decisive change ra the affairs of South Wales; 
and doubtless accelerated the final overthrow of Cam- 
bria. Llev^elyn and Eineon, chieftains of eminence, 
sons of the lord of Pembroke, rose in rebellion, against 
Rbys-ap-Tewdwr, their lawful sovereign ; and drew 
into their treasonable designs GryfFydd-ap-Meredydd, 
another, chieftain of the country. Having joined 
their forces, they marched against Rhys, then seated 
at Llandudock, in the county of Pembroke ; where 
an action ensued, fn which the rebels were defeated, 
and the traitor GryfFydd put to death ; the other 
two escaping by flight. Eineon, rendered desperate 
by this event, and fearful of trusting his kindred, 
associated with Jestyn-ap-Gwrgiant, Lord of Gla- 
morgan, whose interest was similar, because his si- 
tuation was the same ; he being in arms against his 
sovereign, Rhys. To bind themselves more closely 
together, it was stipulated, that Eineon should marry 
the daughter of JestyTi, on the condition that he 
procured a body of Normans to assist in their pro- 
jected enterprize. He had served in the English 
armies, and, consequently, had formed an acquain- 
tance with the Norman nobility, serving at the same 
time under the English standard. Influenced by 
these powerful mgtives, Eineon hastened into Eng^ 
land. 

The dpsTgn was agreeable to the enterprising spi- 
rit of the age. The English, from the first, had 
always had recourse to that maxim of Machiavelian 
policy, "Divide et impera,'* in their various au 
tempts to subjugate^ the Welsh. And at this tim^ 
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the treason of two men coinciding with the views of 
Rufus, infused a fatal poison into the bosom of their 
country.* 

Robert Fitzhamon, now a Baron of the realm, and 
gentleman of the king's privy bed-chamber, was ap- 
pointed to furnish the required assistance. For this 
purpose he selected twelve knights, commanding 
distinct bodies of chosen troops, to serve under him, 
with the promise of being liiferally rewarded. These 
united auxiliaries landed on the coast pf Glamorgan, 
and were honourably received by Jestyn ; and join- 
ing those of the two Welsh chieftains, laid waste the 
ttrntones of Rhys-ap'-Tewdwry then ninety years old. 
But with a spirit arid activity uncommon at such aa 
advanced age, he took the field, and in person en- 
deavoured to repel the unjustifiable aggressors. The 
armies met upon the Black Mountains, and after a 
severe and bloody conflict, the royal army was van- 
quished, and himself slain in the contest. After 
whose death, betrayed by the vices of its own princes^ 
and torn in pieces by internal divisions and the at- 
tacks of foreign adventurers, it quickly lost its ancient 
importance, and gradually fell into irrecoverable 
decay, . ' 

* " Jestyn-ap-Gwrgaint, Lord of Glamorgan, was of the fourtk 
royal tribe.. He descended in the twenty-ninth generation fronts 
the great Caractamus ; a sorry slip from such a noble stock. The 
Silurian prince had defended his country from foreign enemies ^ 
his descendants introduced them to enslave it. Filzhamon divid- 
pcj his territory an^ong his twelve knights, and Jestyn fell a just 
iacrifice to his own ingratitude and treachery, for Rhys had raised 
him to a royal tribe/' (Vide Yorke's Royal Tribes.) 
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The issue of jthis treasonable combination proving 
so favourable, Jestyn faithfully adhered 'to his en- 
gagements with , the Normans, ' not only dismissing 
them with their stipulated subsidies and deserved 
honours, but with accumulated presents, suitable to 
the important services they had performed. 

Eineon, in his turn, demanded the performance 
of his agreement, requesting the daughter of Jestyn 
in marriage ; but prosperity had materially altered the 
views of Jestyn, and he not only rejected his suit, 
but embittered the refusal with outrageous insolence. 
Resenting a conduct so faithless and ungrateful^ 
Eineon hastened after the Normans, hoping to over- 
take them before they sailed. When he arrived on 
the coast, he found they had embarked ; he waved 
his mantle as a signal ifor their return. Fitzhamon^ 
and his knights immediately disembarked, to inquire 
into the cause of so sudden a pursuit. When they 
bad landed, Eineon laid before them his grievances, 
and pointed out the facility of subduing a terri- 
tory now unprotected by the sovereign of South 
Wales. Influenced in some degree by the injuries 
of their recent friend, but probably sill more by the 
prospect of possessing so fertile a country, and flat- 
tering the prejudices of the English monarch, by 
extending their conquest ; these leaders readily en- 
gaged in the views of Eineon : and contrary to every 
principle of justice, of gratitude, or of honour, re- 
turned as the enemies of Jestyn ; and quickly dispos- 
sessed him of those territories they had just been so 
amply rewarded to defend. Fitzhamon then pro- 
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ceeded to a division of the domain, agreeable to the 
feudal system of the Normans. Reserving to bini- 
self the principal parts, with the seignory in Capite 
of the whole, he permitted the remainder of tho 
country to be held by his knights, as twelve fief$ 
under himself, according to the following territorial 
distribution : 

1. The castle and manour of Ogmore to William 
de Londres. — 1. The lordship of Neath to Richard 
de Grenavilla — 3. The lordship of Coity to Paganus 
de Tuberville. — 4. The lordship of Llanblithian to 
Robert de St. Quintin. — 5. The lordship of Talyvaii 
to Richard de Sywarde. — 6. The castle and manour 
of Pcnmarc to Gilbert de Humfreville. — 7. The 
castle and manour of Sully to Reginald de Sully. — 
8. The manour of East Orchard to Roger de Berk- 
ralles. — 9. The manour of Peterton to Peter le Soorc* 
'— ]0. The manour of St. George to John le Flem- 
ing. — 11. The manour of Fanmon to Oliver de ^x. 
John. — 12. The manour of St. Donats to Williani 
de Esterling. 

The rough and mountainous parts he relinquished 
in favour of Eineon. The others Were puisne lords 
under the paramount baron, and bound to do suit 
and service for their respective tenures, at a court 
leet and court baron beld for this purpose in 
the castle of CaerdifF; where separate apartments 
were reserved for each of these appendages of usurped 
authority. • 

The entrance into the castle is by a bold Gothic 
gateway, furnished with two portcullises and massy 
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gates. The ruins of the castle have been repaired and 
modernized under the present proprietor, Lord Mount-' 
Stewart, Baron Caerdiff, The keep, which- stands in tho 
centre of the inclosed area, is a handsome octangular 
tower ; and a high terrace is carried round the inside 
of the whole extent of the embattled walls that sur- 
round it : but the modernization of the present man- 
sion, and the close mown grass and gravel walks of 
the area, but ill accord with the stately architecture 
and ivied walls of this proud pile, which has withstood 
the storms of seven centuries. The internal part of 
the present house remains in an unfinished state. In 
the dining room and saloon are several good paint-t 
ings of the Windsor family, ancestors of the mar- 
chioness of Bute ; done by Kneller, Dahl, and Van- 
dyke ; with a curious family piece of seven figures, 
in the best style of Hans Holbein. 

A nielancholy circumstance attaches to the history 
of this castle, which casts a gloom over the recollec- 
tion. The unjust imprisonment and barbarous treat- 
ment of Robert Curtoise Duke of Normandy^ by his 
cruel and unnatural brother^ Henry L The prince 
had displayed eminent courage and abilities in head- 
ing the crusade to the Holy Land ; and, in conse- 
<5uence, was fixed upon by the confederate leaders 
to be the king of Jerusalem. Whether he had an 
eye to the crown of England, then vacant by the 
death of his brother Rufus, or foresaw the difficulties 
attendant on a crown in a distant country, not ye^ 
established by right or conquest^ or what motive 
vras the cause of bis refusal, vst not apparent. Tke 
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religieux of the tim& did not fail to consider his wani 
ofzealsis the cause, and, arrogating the privilege of 
heaven, to assert, thaf as he refused to join the cross to 
the crowity the 4:ross was given him withoiU it •: that he 
never after was successful In any thing he un'dertook; and 
that the frowns of heaven voere distinctly visible through 
the future ^period of his life. But this is taking aa 
undue liberty with the providential goveniment of the 
world. Respecting individual judgments, it behoves 
us to be sceptical ; and, on this occasion, rather to 
shed a tear over the hard fate of so brave a man, and 
indulge a just indignation at the cruelty that could 
appoint it. That he experienced a miserable reverse 
of fortune, was for years confined in this place a pri- 
soner, and found no rest till he arrived where the 
wicked cease from troubling, is a melancholy fact. 
But we should hope, for the sake of Henry and of 
man, that the details of history have been exagge- 
rated ;* which say, that he was confined in a miser- 
able dungeon, a few feet square, with light only suf- 
ficient to make darkness visible ; and that, on his at- 
tempting to escape, he was deprived of sight, at the 
command of his obdurate brother, by the applica- 
tion of heated brazen basins to his eye-balls; by 
which the optic nerves were destroyed! He fell at 
length a sacrifice to the unnatural cruelty of a bro- 
ther ; and was buried in Gloucester cathedral, where 

* Lord Lyttelton says, ^' that Henry niade his brother as com^ 
fortable as the circumstances of imprisonment ^ould admit, and 
that several actors were kept in pay to amuse his mind by various 
kinds of buffoonery ^ a spesies of entertainment which Robert is 
said to have been more partial to than more important concerns/* 
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bis effigy, carved iri' Irish oak is still shewn, as a mo- 
nument more characteristic of his fortune than his 
birth, by the side of another to the memory of King 
Edward IL a prince as unfortunate and as ill<-treated 
as himself! 

This castle, situated in the midst of the^ Anglor 
Norman territory, experienced but few of those inci- 
dents so common to many others. In May, l645, 
it Was garrisoned by the Welsh loyalists for the king, 
tut in August the following year^ after sustaining a 
short siege, surrendered to the parliamentary forces. 

Two miles to the north, on a rising ground oo the 
left bank of the TaafFe, stands the ancient city of 
Lhndaff. This, though a bishop's see, is but a small 
straggling village, with a few cottages. There are 
marks, however, of its having once been in a niore 
flourishing condition. It is said there was a church 
here from the first planting of Christianity in the 
island, and that the Gospel was preached at Llandafi^ 
so early as A. D, 186. At the latter end of the fifth, 
or beginning of the sixth century, it was erected into 
a bishop's see. Its first bishop was Dubricius, who 
strenuously laboured to defecate the -stream of reli- 
gious truth, at that time polluted by the Pelagian 
heresy. For his zeal displayed on that occasion, he 
was preferred to the metropolitan sec of Caerleon, 
by the authority of the synod convened for its sup- 
pression. He first invested Uther, and afterwards his 
son Arthur with the Pendragonate and crown of all 
Britain. It must have been subsequent to this pe- 
riod that he retired to the neighbourhood of Llan- 
tony, and built its abbey. He founded also twelve 
monasteries, and instructed the monks to cara their 



hwA by the lalraiutf oC Adr handat;: aeoDrdkig to tte 
ciisioni of tihe Eastern, ohitmb. (Vid. MS* of Weish^ 
saints in the library at Llandaff!) 

h. 18^ remaikabb^, that although: ita fostor xoas dig- 
nified with the mitre, yeif the caohedral was but 
twenty^^ght feet k)ng bf ten broad; destitoter ^ 
ai steeple; and without » belK Tbe cromr then wag 
not a rod of such extent^ as at pieaent^^ Both prow 
latea and tbeidr aci6» were dafferent fiotOL many of tbti 
present day. A few churches^ sometinHef) only oney 
with several clergjmiei^ occasionally resident wi«fa th% 
bishop> and oecteioflally itineranit preachers,, eoo-^ 
sdtetcd a dtooeae : at most k tras x veey coisfinedl 
aad moderate daalmct^ compared with the extent ot 
a mmkrn bishopvic^. A shrewd wviten ohaeived oi 
than, ^^ that they hod hi^ racks^ but poor mttngem^'*' 
Tbis:^ate of diings^ however^ did nc^ remain long; 
for G<xbnyn (de Fi«saii).> informs us^ that dmrrng 
thtt Hvea of the first three bishoos, DtUnricius. 



aacb Odoceus^ ^ v» much wealth bad been bestiowsd 
oaLIandafi^ that if it bad enjoyed a tenth partool^,. 
it would Jiave been the wealthiest churda in< the 
kingdom. > The list of donations corroborates this 
coaclusian. And if agreeable to justice such pro- 
perly bad bMas unalienable, either by forfeiture or 
82dr^ a mtsiety of all the lands, in the present dioc(»e 
woulU now have been the property of the church. To 
tBosc who believe that the oftencr estates change 
their owners, the moro. likely th&y arc to be im^ 
proved; and (fhat all farads in a state oi untraosfedibto 
perpetuity are mtschicvous, from the nattire of tba 

^ Tlte«e^ on-aceeant c^ tb«; miraclat dM^^arar said tt> hai% 
wfsug^,. and then saoctkjr <^ tbatr Ihm^ iranr aslmitta* a^tas 
their deaths into the calez^dar of Sainti* 
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tenure, to the state; this fact will afford a co'nspf^ 
cubus. argument for the restrictions contained in tber 
si?Liute.% of mortmain.^ 

The cathedral^ part of which' only remains, was 
built by bishop Urban, A. D. 1107*: which origi- 
nally wds accompanied with a cloister, and resi* 
dences for the clergy. It was, if we can judge fronii 
the remains, a handsome structure; the door-cases 
are ornamented with handsome Norman mouldings^ 
and those on the north and south sides, are elegant; 
specimens of what is termed ^wr^ Gothic. Two towera 
are still standing, one of which is much lower than 
the other ; and appears to have been erected much 
later than the original building, ,we were informed^ 
by Jasper, Earl of Bedford, in the time of Henry V* 
The west window is fine with lancets, above which 
is ^ statue of Henry I r and over the fine arched 
entrance another, said to be that of Dubricius* 
There still remain the monuments of two bishops ; 
a. full length figure in marble of Lady Grodiva, the 
celebrated patroness of the men of Coventry ; anjd 
two elegant ones also to the family of Matthews. 

'* This ward, compounded of mortua manu ; f. e, a dead hand, 
refers to all land* given to any ecclesiastical or lay corporation* 
which came into the possession of a dead band, because beiidg. 
liable to no sale and forfeiture, they were unproductive to the 
lords of the fee : who, by these alienations, lost their feudal 
rights 3 as escheats, services, &c. before due. Various laws' were 
enacted,' fmm' the time of Henry III. to George If. to prevent 
siuJi alienations. But as the ri^asons assigned no longer exist> 
it 16 a proper question to ask, ^whether some of these loyal pro- 
hibitions of the exercise of charity, and restrictions on the liberty 
of -the subject, shouid not be repealed i as considerable difficulti«« 
atniinjauesfrequenl^Iy arise from tliem both, on. the s-ubjects of 
donation and devise ? 
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But the principal monuments, with the bisbop^s 
palace, and houses of the clergy, were destroyed by 
(he ferocious Chieftain, Owen Glyndwr. The gate- 
way of the palace, and a ruined tower, where for- 
merly hung the great bell called Pttery now at Exe- 
tfer, ai'e the sole remains of these adjuncts to the ca- 
thedral. Such was the hatred for the clergy in- 
dulged in the bosom of Owen ; and so coipplete 
were the retaliations dictated by his revenge ! 

The nave of the old church is unroofed, and within 
it is fitted up the present cathedral, for the perform* 
ance of divine service: which though very neat, ap- 
pears to a great disadvantage within these venerable 
ruins. It is a fault, which the votaries to getiuine 
taste have daily to regret, because daily committed 
by modern architects*; that of mingling different styles 
of architecture in the same huHding. For nothing is^ 
iliore common than to see Gothic structures with 
fbrticoes, altars, &c. in the different styles of Greece. 
Whoever made the alterations in this cathedral fell 
into thjs egregious error: for it is a farrago of styles ; 
Venetian windows; Ionic pillars; fanciful friezes; 
and varied architraves ! Around this motley of an- 
dent and modern, the noble arches and ivy-clad 
towers of the original bBilding, lift themselves in 
sullen dignity ; and proudly overlook this petty sys- 
tem of inriovition, with a silent, but forcible air of 
deserted grandeur, which conveys to the observer a 
strong and just reproach on the degeneracy of mo- 
dern taste, as it respects religious buildings. The 
foundation consists of the bishop, who is also th^ 
dean ; the arch-deacon, who is sub-dean ; and twelve 
prebendaries, with two choral vicars. The choral 
service has been discontinued for some years^ and 
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the portion of revenue arising from the disconti*- 
Duance,. applied to the service of tepains* The at-* 
tention which, is paid to the. neatjoess: of the, buildings 
and the decorum observable in the, performance of 
divinis service^ do credit to the officiating derg^ ;, 
and fijMToish an eiuiinple^ w^cthy not of commejidaxioa, 
only^. but of imitation. C^ssiqg the river^ by a. tia*^ 
plate manufactory at Meljn Gry%tbj y^ pcoceeded 
tip the vale of the Taafib, which risea at the foot of. 
Tre' Beddw n»)unt^u3 ia Brecknociishire^ and after 
being joined by various^ ^eams,. U appears to* rush: 
from the mounlaioa; and^ passing throngfi thtiv.alc;^ 
disembogues ita watei^s^ ai Penarth Boiut* The wea.-. 
ther being dry,, its. rocky bed exhibi tied traits of that 
WD.lence. with which it ragges. after rains. The. hjfeadtb« 
is very. . unequal,, as. woU as^^ the depth. In som^i 
places several hundred feet^ covered with, all kindk 
of stones^ from^ the smallest, pebble up. to fragpiej^ta 
of rocks many tons, weight* These being; dislodgfi^v 
from the, mountains, it stoewjs not. only over its bed, 
but the adjficeot meadows;, which it often, visits with, 
desolating inundation^ Swelled with. the. irruptiona^ 
of the. mountain tonrentSi, it rolls its waters in such, 
an immense body, as. to pay respect, neither to! croga. 
nor cattle^ tp man nor his: habitalioq*, Keeping up 
a continual coar^ audible for milesj^ it aweepa ddwit 
every thing that accideutally meets it in it^ outrar 
geous course. On the 1m:qw of aperpeodicular rock^^ 
which shews its bare, surface thipugl) the wmbrageousi. 
woods that flank the mountain ridge,.stand the.ruiua^ 
of an early British post, ealled Castell Coi;h:;. fiWDt^ 
the- colour of the stone with which it is builL The? 
remains consist of a. circular tower, and a few oiiOr 
works. This was evidently oofit of these, frouiiejr 



fartKdses to «4)iob di€ Britons r^tnwted after a de- 
feat cm the tpkans* And, as •a lofty hi)] a little brgber 
Off tlie irale od the oppesitie side is called t^e Gaer, 
it ia^oongebtarcd this migbt be a post in tbe time of 
tbe iBrnnams* Ascaradrng bigher, the windings of 
the vale iocrease; and lofty crags start from (be 
midsc of forest treies, (which, dipping tbeir tyrancbei 
in the Nmters, add to ibe wildness df tbe scenery. 
Here tbe bed of the river fwnisbes a strrktng proo^ 
that Taaffe does not disown his mountain origin. 
Tbe variety laod sublimity xil «he dbjects that liere 
swroaad tbe observer, fix contemplation ; and ffll 
the mind .with admhation and delight. On ^abh 
side tbe river the hills lise like immense barriers, in 
places olotlied «^ith wood to tbe margin of the flood: 
agvinthey recede, again «fa^ close; and you seem 
sbot in toaee, instead of cattle andhflbitations, craggy 
Steeps and (cataracts, and all tbe assemblage of ob» 
jcDts, wbich decorate and diversify a romantic valley. 
The atlenoe wfaicb prevails, interrupted only by the 
saand <9f waters morsntrring over ribbling stones, or 
raartog over toppostng ledges in the bed of the river, 
ssiactFcumstance which beigh tens the colouring of 
every attendant feature ; and tends to increase that 
InMurtoua aselanoboly^ wiiiob soiitary and sublime 
scenes are ever calculated to inspire. 

While thus beguiled, you suddenly arrive at a 
pcaiiat, wJbere ^be «road from liasntrisseirt to Carphily 
crosses the Ta»f{e» 1%e 'communication was in 
LeIand'S time by a wooden bridge ; at present it is 
cfver one of stone. This is justly considered an extras- 
ordinary fabriq, coosisting of a single aich ; the curve 
of which is the ^maftior segment ef a circle ; tbe 
chord r^O feet, and the height of the key stone from 
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the spring of the arch 34 : a bearing nearly double 
that of the famed Rialto at Venice. The boast of the 
Vjenetiaos and the wonder of travellers, must sink 
beneath this admirable structure. * Indeed whether 
the nature of the river over which it is thrown be 
considered, or the person by whom it was erected ; 
it must excite admiration ; and the elegance of its 
curve, and the peculiarity of its situation, justly en- 
title it to the received appellation of Pont y Prydd, or 
bridge of beauty. 

Inconveniences having arisen from timber bridges 
being often taken away by floods, the gentlemen of 
the country proposed erecting one of stone. In 
the year 1750, William Edwards, a country mason, 
accomplished the bold undertaking. In his first at- 
tempt this self-taught genius was foiled. The im- 
petuosity of an uncommon flood assailed and threw: 
down the fabric. Edwards became the butt both of 
envy and folly: his presumption was highly censured, 
and any attempt to erect a stone bridge over such a 
torrent, was the height of extravagance. But the 
prowess pf genius is not to be measured by square 
and rule; its nature is as anomalous, as its eflfects 
are great. Edwards had boldly conceived the plan, 
apd be wa3 determined to conquer all obstacles 



"^«?^^||j|^2AAtfaucon^ howeverii it must be granted, gives an instance 
of one that eclipses this. It laone bailt by the Romans/ at Bri- 
ou.4s in Auyergne, France j consisting of a semicircular larch 
over the river Allier. The chord of which is 32 toises and three 
French feet J and the height, of the key stone above the water, 
14 toises : which, reduced to English measure, gives the chord 
or extent 208 English feet : exceeding Pont y Prydd by 68 feet. 
Vid. Montfaucon Antiq. Tom, IV. Part 2. c. 5. But he acknow* 
lodges this to be far tkt largest of which he treats, ^ 
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■which might oppose his carrying it into effect.' The 
•word impossible, to him, in things he supposed within 
the reach of human exertion, was the most disgusting 
in language; Having acquired wisdom by expe- 
rience, he began to inquire into the probable causes 
of the failure: and his conclusion was, that the ex- 
tremes must be too massy for the centre. He then 
formed a scheme of lightening the abutments by 
circular isletg^ This fuiy answered his expectation ; 
and to* the giieat annoyance of dulness, this ingenious 
fabric has withstood the attacks of the river for fifty 
years. It is however a matter of lamentation, that 
what the waters have been unable to do, the mis- 
chievous sport of the unthinking, without timely 
precaution, will quickly effect. Much of the para- 
pet walk are already gone, by the idle eUstoni of 
passengers taking stones off to -throw down for the 
sake of the sound they make in the waters beneath. 
About half a mile above is a waterfall, which though 
not the height of many, yet from the craggy appear- 
ance of the rock, and the body of water that rushe* 
over it in rainy seasons, must produce a fitie effect; 
not a little heightened by the variety of the attendant 

scenery. 

Near this place we were led to look for the scite 
of Sengennith castle ; as every reason led us to sup- 
pose that it had been confounded with a more mo- 
dern and magnificent structure, the castle of Caer- 
pbyli. In old maps we had observed, that one stood 
in ihe upper 0)mmot of the Cantref, on the northern 
banks of the Taafte, where it is joined by the united • 
streams of the Rontha Vawr and Vach ; and the 
other in the lower Coramot, on the eastern banks of 
the Rhymney. The latter is by the learned Lcland 



;0tyied tbe jf^fgr i^old of Seii^iuikb> and idefl^ibed 
as im tbe lower Ctrxntiot of h^ai ; and tbe ibrmer in 
the opper f»rt of tbe Cuntnef^ fin the CDimiio4;<of 
Hahcaikuc, v/hevt the kB»er Tn^ or MorUkix river 
ifeiis into the Taaffe. Henoe it is denominated bf 
ikds author, •** Morihiy's Owtlc." Morbyfi {or Mocw 
lais Castelle^ i. t(« sta soufldiog)) istanobth 0n io & 
goode vall^ for corne and grass^ and ts on the ripe 
of Mordais biraoke. This castdJe is in ruine 'mad 
longctfa to the king." (Itin* v. vth.) Nor do we 
ha«t of CaerpiyU Castle, till a subseqtiient ^ate to 
liiat cff Sengennitb ; after the ^ubduotion of Wales 
by Edward the Third. That of Setigenntth iis oMn* 
tiovied previous to this period ; Mid m generaUy being 
in the hands of the Welsh« Tbuis on a recondiii^tion 
tekkig place lietween Llewelyn and b\s son Is kuw 
lleginald de ^Brace^ lord is>f Brecknock, in comc^ 
quenoe of Braoe having xnade bis sn^iasioay aixi 
b^ged pardon for tfaiterottsly aiding with bbe £ngw 
fish ; Llewelyn mot only granted k, but raoelved hsaa 
imo favour, and codfenned oo fcim iht oasUe of Se»« 
ge«imth : Wtncb die latter .conuntited to tbe custody 
of l»9 aHy, Rhys Vychafl, A. D. 1217« Oa tbe de*^ 
mise of John, Henry ascending the throne of JSog- 
land, tbe bamns in ibeir <ant»cles*Qfsub(nis$iQn to ibat 
monarch, baaclj asid treacberoiialy omitted tb^ 
Wekh ; who bad faecii in a^ici alliance with theca i 
and oot 4ynly 4e8CDted their cause* but began to iiae 
the oontidetioe tbey bad btdy obtained, to extend^ 
their domains, by tke nn'jmt sois^ure of Welsb estates^ 
Tbe tragedy was opened by a bloody scene, an which 
tbe Marshal Earl of Pembroke suddenly surprised tbe 
t^^nof C&erleon,aad pu.t tbe inhabitants to tbe«wor<d; 
wh&R Kys V) dmxi^ umkr tbe orders of XJew^yoii 
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rettred, razing the castle of Sengstmitk aad others 
' ttdtenable m this •district, lest tbey should fall into 
^be hapd a(z auperior^aemy ; first banishing all tfat 
.£ngil'igb^ or retaliating for the lives of bis caavkXxy^ 
men m% more sanguinary way. Subsequent to tl:ris^ 
Uewelyn 'baling visited South Waks^ amd been suo 
cessfcil in his ^campai^nsi granted leave to Joba 
Brnce^ wboialsa> had saarried his daughter, to foctify 
Sengffmifhy which of right belonged to him from thi9 
drigifiai grant to his brother Reginald : fprieituve 
liavif^ cocupred by the rebellion of Rhys. 

Tke error <KH«mitted by -Canoden, and other gi<eat 
anti^crsrian^ <^ €onfoundk>g this with that of Ca^^ 
p^yli, arase ftom this circumstance^ that after tko 
dilapidation of this, l^he other took the name of Sen** 
getmith ; bei3a»se ^aading in , the Cas^tref bcari.i>i^ 
this nalBe. Henoe tbe auihority of the ever faithful 
thdu^ obscure hisiDriai^, Ca^adoc of Uancarvan, baa 
been often questioners ^nd a «kr cast^i^on his inva^ 
Itttbie pages of British history. 

Had the Honourabile Daines Barriqgton attended to 
the tnforniatioe be gives^ and been better adquainted 
with tbe country on which be itreats, he would never 
have asserted) that if any castles were built by the* 

the Welsh before tbe reign of Edward I. they could 
have been little more than fortifications of sods.* He 

* Indeed the whole of the dissertation, Whenoe this is talcen, 
(hi First Vt)L of the Arcbeotegia) shews how IJftle Ibe fconoamhle 
avthor ttipst fa&ve been acquaisaited with fintish History. Por so . 
one Acquainted with it would suppose, '' the Lords Marckert 
were^ not allowed the power, nor adequate to the expeuce of 
•recting castles." Nor would one that has seen Welsh btidgeJi 
and other irtractures, suppose ikef)eople tx>tulli/ ignorant oftnasem* 
r^ Sir WMaan Tennple, were te aJiv^, would «tiule ^ ^akkfg 
a nmterknU $wpvey of 4ke people fr^m ti€ mmher i^^acrufftatM 
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mentions the castles built M an earlier period by 
the Normans and Flemings, and was it not probable, 
that the Welsh, if they possessed none before, would 
endeavour to raise fortifications to oppose the inroads 
of these marauding foreigners ? Had he been ac-^ 
quainted with the different styles of architecture, and 
irritten from actual observation, he would bavcfound 
tbax the Welsh not only had fortifications of sods^ 
but castles^ admirably situated, ingeniously built, and 
as 8bly defended. This was one seated on a lofty hill 
above thq river, near the road lerding from Caerdiff 
to Brecknock. On the north and west it is defend- 
ed by the st6ep escarpment of the elevated spot on 
which it stands, and the deep ravine through which 
flows the Lesser Traaffe ; and on the south and east 
i6ides by a deep excavation cut in the native rocks; a 
mode of defence peculiar to Roman and British forti- 
fications. The building appears irregular, approach- 
ing to a pentagonal shape. Some walls, intersecting 
each other at right angles, form the advanced works^ 
without the trench. The whole covered about an 
acre of ground. Beneath the ruins, almost buried, 
is a large circular Gothic room, about thirty feet 
in diameter, adorned with twelve flat arches, in 
which were placed the doors and windows; the 
roof is supported by an umbilical pillar, similar 
to the Chapter-house at Morgam. From this 
circumstance it has been supposed of Normar> 
origin. But the question appears yet undecided, 
what style was peculiar to the Normans ; arid whe- 
ther what is usually so called, was not of much e^- 

cmmmmiciints in the esiMisked thurck. And to assert that the 
Briton» l^ad no coms^ is flying in the face of the most authentic , . 
history. Set those in vatiom c9lkction$ <f Caractacvs a&d Cuno^ . 
Mint. 
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Iter date than the time of the Conqueron — (Vide 
Essays on Architecture,) However at the period 
this castle was repaired, for it appears to have been 
built before, there was an- intercourse between the 
Normans ^nd Welsh, both by marriages apd treatj^ 
The Welsh, therefore, would probably adopt some 
of their improvements, if not employ their artizans, 
in such alterations and repairs. 

At a short distance from hence, in a spot originally 
calculated for reflection, stands Myrthir Tydvil; 
which from a hamlet of ia few shepherds cots, is bcr 
come a populous town. The genii of the groves 
have been^driven from their retirement by the rude 
bustle of manufactories; and to silence and quiet 
have succeeded the noise and hurry of business. 
The discovery of rich iron mines, as well as every 
substance necessary for the reduction of its" ores, 
sqpn attracfed the eagle eye of trade ; and by the 
genius and persevering spirit of a few individuals, 
who embarked their property in it, Myrthir is be- 
come -a place of great and increasing importance. 
Prom the nature of the manufacture carried on, vou 
must suppose it a dirty place ; and the sallow ap- 
pearance visible in the countenances of the majority 
of its inhabitants shews, that however profitable it 
may be to the proprietors, it its very unwholesome 
to those employed in the ooncern. 

There are several works here and in the vicinity, 
belonging to idifFerent companies and individuals; 
but those of Mr. Crashaw, as being the largest, will 
principally arrest the attention of the traveller. ' The 
hills around are full of iron ; lime and coal are often 
found on the adjacent spot, which is an advantageous 
^rcumsiance, as the two latter are essentially nece<i«« 



gfl Method efjnakhig^ '^aaa irm^ wr&t^h Iron. 

sarjr for 4»anufaGt»rif^g the ibrmer. The »ohes uf 
this ilistricl ar^ of a, greyish or b>r*®¥mftdh •bdaok^coloar^ 
second tribe, fir^^ second, af)d ihifd femilidsof ^ir- 
wan ; ^ajMl i£ so brittle a nat4JFq> «as "not to be wbcked 
wnb a^luatuage aiane. To gii^e 4t ^mcity chemfom 
lor wire a^d ad;9&r j>urpose89 they make usb of ^ v^ 
€>cbreoua or« from JPun^ace id LaiM)a«JfMi>e ; ^iti 
tribe second family of Kirwa» ; acid by a prt3f)dr.iioi>-^ 
aUKS mixture of ibe two, tiiey ;produoe iron ^ e\^ry 
i|Uralky, frosa iht SpsRusb blade to t4)e Swedish <b$r, 
ada|>ted for the difierer^t {xurposes of oaiaking wit^ ^r 
sbeaUung wtieeis. The ore is t&^t ^assayed <by roas^ 
if^, aifdus quality ascermined, by its JigJb^r^ or 
vt'Tofiger adbesion to the -tong^ue. It tis then in due 
piiofKfrticins, with it& flu]^, tbxown into the «BieItH)g 
iimwce. Aiter enduring a wbue heat, «ndiis scarni 
bet^is^y remov^ed^ it is cast into aa»d ikK>iJild% Atkd 
Km ioto ^\g& ; *wbiclii being r>eheat6d in « blast &at 
of <j^F€Oal, 4>r cooked «oaIS| .is by the j^terat^ 
at^okefi of rmass^ hanatner^; in the ferge, laade into 
V)9H)tfgiki kotfi* , But ibr this j}arj»ose B new ttnode haa 
lately -been 4idQpted9 to change cast into Wrought 
iroa ; by repeatedly j^assii^g the heated pigs between 
s4eel .eased ej^rhnderfii, till >they ihave ae^orred t'be ve^ 
quisi^e -h&ngth ^and b-readth of bar. The cylindefs 
fiippieokrmate each other by a •sor&w giU^ige, and are 
lept in motion by a snovemedt from a water-whbel. 
It is called, /i^^^/ii^ ^, And is e%ible fcocn the idi^ 

'* This^Msnat^p^r of iBedorn.itWieinion: ifi^ hovesn ac^- 
ctKMil^m the Philosophical Trarifiactions Ab. vol. v. of iron being 
rofici info plaUs in the year l(f97> and the process said to be dis- 
ctfrttfed by MiTjor ifaribury of Pdntypodl. And it apptear^, th^ 
theNar^i^ktns^ be^^ idil^ »c^6redC£uit(flOi9dU roll Cfaeir imn 
iufo.fiheetsy f&r tli^ c£>verin§ ^he t^» of «tli&iit l^^uses. The idoa 
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patch and pitdik spring hadr ia fabour mA faeL Ife 
bdSi however been ol^ervod^ ifaat since ri^is metbo^ 
has hma ix^y giSQerally adopiseA, obe irot» anwd scadr 
have beea Tery iBfferior in. qualitjr. Tftis deterior«<-« 
lion of the metal has been ascribed to thesubsthuln^ 
xmaerali for vivgofcafaie coffl; tbe former not being €a«- 
tirely 4epri>v!edi ciT itSi sdlfhur aod otiier substance 
vibkb msky combine ivitb the metal. But the sanm 
wH Ucomplai^ied ofin works where charcoal fii«8« 
am used. Th^re cannot tbevefore remain a ck>ubt, 
hiU it mast be principaHj owrng-tD) thi^ pHdiiRn^ pro^ 
ms. While the heated pig ia under the hand of the^ 
fofgemainy it ia observable^ that tfae* irow is dimici^iahe^ 
in sduee aod donsiityy by iSQuch a£ the heterogcmeofasi 
mfttter tjiat remaixiad m the metal during fusion^ 
\m&^ driven oifid by the verbatiDry> power of the ham-' 
vam. Theporea are dimtniafaeiT, the metallic paw-^ 
tides ai!« in closer contact^ and tbetsxtore of tbeii:0ii^ 
biM^mes more eompantu Nowy from the* difference^ 
betwtcien the nature o£a striking and xpr£^si$ig fo^^c^ 
mdob t>bai. would/ fty:o^ in the fonmer^ mw%t, be in^' 
df^ed and retaiiasd ia t:he laiber case; by; whieb^ 
nsuebt of tbc end of forging ia de&ated*. Hence ir is^ 
found sometimes to possess the brittkness or short— 
nsas: of steely and attotb^r^, a softness^iH^calcttlttted for 
tbe purpose fbr whibfa> it is designed* Notwitiistand^ 
ing tins obviooff and serious d^terioratiop in the ar^ 
ticlfi, whicb makeS'tiiesmit^complak) tiiat the sboeip 
he mafces weai? lik^ kad'; and tbe fmr semstress^. 
thait.tbe.neodies fareafcin her fingesrs; yet owjing t!0>^' 

trai probably taken jflrojn mifHing of had, fbr the purposes of 
iheathing ships> practisoii by the Spanttrdf and- P ostu gucs g long 
before th9 9hoiie#|MMrkML 



94 Mr. Crashaw^s Irpn fVorks, 

the diminution in the expence of manufacturings 
and the xinexampled demand for iron during the 
war, many of the iron masterls have acquired princely 
fortunes; and in reality discovered the Philosophers 
stone. 

. The works of Mr. Crashaw consist of four large 
Wast furnaces, with other^ of snuil|er size ; accom- 
panied by ranges of forges and mills. They have . 
lately been much improved by the erection of ait 
immense water wheel, fifty feet in diameter, and six 
feet and a half in breadth : the Weight of the gud- 
geon alone is said to be a hundred tons. Several of 
less dimensions operating in different directions, afe 
put in motion by this. The whole of this grand 
ipachinery is worked by a stream of water, not more 
than a foot deep ; conveyed by a spout to the upper 
part of the wheel. The use to which it is- applied, 
is the raising a quantity of air into a pneufhatical 
reservoir ; whence it is distributed by pipes to the 
various fires^ These are the largest iron works in 
this kingdom, perhaps in Eur^e : when it is c<^- 
sidered, that though labour is so much abridged by 
the powerful machinery, yet at present they employ 
a thousand hands. ' ' ' 

" Leaving this residence of Vulcan, with its dense 
atmosphere of smoke, we breathed freely in the pure 
air of the mountains ; and crossing a barren uninter- 
esting tract, obtained a sight of the ruins of Caer- 
phyli Castle, on a small elevation, surrounded by 
rocky hills, forming a natural amphitheatre ; the spa-' 
cious and august remains^ of this celebrated castle, 
burst suddenly on the raptured View : 

*« ^ , , 11 ■ The bard 

That roams at even<tide through pathless woodsi ' 

5 
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His shapeless ovay, shapes not ideal scenes 
; More suited to the pensive range of thought 
Than yonder castle : mid the ruins vast 
Lifting its hoary brow. The mellow tints, 
That time's slow pencil lays from year to year 
Upon the ancient towers, spread o'er the wreck 
A grateful gloom ; and the thick clouds that sweep 
Along the darkened battlements, extend 
The melancholy grandeur of the scene," SoTHEsr. 
At what pipriod, . and by whom this castle was 
erected seems a subject that may justly be considered 
as the opprobrium of antiquarians* It has been at- 
tributed to the Romans, Britons, Normans, and 
English. The first opinion originated in the word 
caer^ considered by Camden to signify €xchsively a 
Roman station, who thought he h^d found in Caerphyli^ 
the Bublivum Silunim of the Imperial itinerary. But 
it is an objection valid in the great antiquarian's own 
opinion, tfiat no vestiges usual in like cases, bricks, 
monumental stones, coins, &c. have ever beea dis^ 
covered here. A few coins have been found, but 
tbcy prove to be either Venetian, or French of the 
middle ages. And (^aer is a British term of general 
import for d city , fortified post or place of defence^ 

The second obtained from this being confounded 
with Sengeruuth castle hefore-mentionedj as a British 
post; because situate in the Cantrefof the name* 
The opinion of its being erected by the great Nor- 
man Baron Fitzhamon, is yet more improbable. £pr 
it was very unlikely he should erect another of such 
magnitude, so neiar his own at CaerdifF; and which 
from its magnificence must outrival his favourite 
work and residence. Nor is it more likely that the 
Welsh, at this time in a formidable military state, 
their spirits yet unbroken by submission, and their 
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finances unexhaiisted by alienatioit; would faaveper'* 
m it ted such a strong bold tx> have been built. As 
history appears silent, conjecture must supply its 
place: and both from the style and extent of the 
building, it may be feirly deduced that it was the 
work bf one whose resources were great, and whose 
power in obtaiiMng Hiateri^ls and commanding la- 
bour; must have been acknowledged «nd &k* The 
opinion, therefore^ that Edward L was the &andkr, 
]» highly probable ; and cimiamslances and time seem 
to establish that probability. For we aw inalormed^ 
by T.Wai^ngham, that after having er^ted the 
csBlles of CoDway and Caernarvon in the norths 
played' ihe farce of having his- son brorn in the latter 
pj&^se, and sdttlied otfher affair^ m that part of tbe 
principality, he visited South Wal«&; and remained 
some' time on a visit at the Earl of Gloucester's at 
CaerdifF; whence he frequently surveyed tfte eounty* 
of Glamorgan and the adjacent territory. And that 
often being nobly entertained at the; Earl's expensie, 
he went to Brrstol', where he kept a splendid Christ?* 
' mas', and returned to London after an absence of - 
more thdn* two y^ars^ (^Vld. T. WalsinghMij^ Hist;. 
Angl. Tern. Ed^w. f.) This was the year 12S5, 
which we msy pliaee as the aamaof this stat^ely edifice; 
and the mixture of Gothic and Saracenic styles of 
arcbitecture^ confirms the opinion. Numbers of 
Nonmans^Mie said tt> have been employed in the \m^ 
dertaking, aa bei«g better acquainted with this kind 
off buiWiog than the English; and numbersof Welsh- 
were, pressed into the sepvice, a pkn adopted on the 
enecticm of the afbre-mentioned casttes. To have 
worfcmenf or artificers in those arbitrary times, it^was 
only to icisae writs- to the lords' of the marches> or' 
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the sheriffs wherever they were appointed, to sum- 
mon a certain number of carpenters, masons, fatigue 
men, &c. without the formality of hiring or mutual 
agreement for work and wages, on an appointed day 
and at a given place, to labour for the king. Under 
such circumstances, it is probable thousands were 
employed on this occasion, and the amazing build- 
ing quickly finished, as the name imports Caerphiiii, 
i. e. The castle of haste. 
This gigantic building, tradition reports, included 
. two acres within its interior moat; which was crossed 
by thirteen drawbridges. At present the ruins more 
resemble the remains of a city, than a single edifice; 
and when uridilapidated, exceeded the enormous 
scite of Windsor Castle. Crossing two moats by 
two drawbridges, we obtained a sight of the citadel; 
which presented to our view the appearance of a 
separate castle. A lofty Gothic arch in the centre, 
supported by two circular bastions, adds ^ to the de- 
ception. Through this grand entrance we ap- 
prqached the inner court, surrounded by a range of 
noble apartments, many of which retnain sufficiently 
entire to convey some idea of its former grandeur. 
The east wall on the, southern side of this entrance, 
is concave between the buttresses ; which were fur- 
nished with battlements to defend the intermediate 
walls. The grand hall, except being roofless, is 
perfect ; and exhibits not only a ^pecinrien of the 
pure Gothic, but of the splendid manner of conduct- 
ing entertainments in those times. It is a [larallelo- 
gram of 68 feet by 34 i and the height of its once 
vaulted and fretted roof, seventeen. The compo- 
nent parts of the vault, consisting of twenty arches, 
ahout nine feet high, the Gothic windows, the chim- 
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ney pfeee with the ornamented outline of a window 
on each side, and the clustered triplets of its di- 
verging pillars^ that rose from the floor and extended 
lo its GotTcave roof^ still givQ it a noble appearance. 
On the walls are $even pilasters or columns, m Iri'^ 
plets, like fluted candlesticks ; descending from the 
roofaboiit one third down; each supported at the 
under extremity by three busts or antique heads. 
From the floor to the heads is twelve feet and a hal£^ 
^nd the superior height about five. These were the 
supporters to the roof^ which i$ now gone* At each 
corner there appears to have been a round tower^ 
communicating with each other by galleries^ and 
one of these galleries, ninety feet in length,^ is 9till 
standing ; but the stair«»case has K)ng been destroyed.. 
On the west side of the great hall stair-case, is a low 
circular tower, curiously arched, with the remains of 
a smelting furnace for coining; and on the west side 
of it a square wall, that supplied the garrison with 
water* In the .exterior court srtahe easst end^ near 
the citadel, is, the object of i^eneral admiration, a 
leaning t9wer. It is of circular shape, 70 feet high ; 
and is a proof of their skill in cements and masonry 
at this period. It is full pleven feet out of the per- 
pendicular, and in ^is pendent state it has been 
threatening to crush the prying antiq;uari^n, for a 
space beyond the memory of the oldest inhabitant of 
the place* About halfway down itom the sumtnit^j. 
a fissure divides it, and it was thus probably disrupted 
during the. siege it sustained in the cause of the un- 
fortunate Edward. The mode of besieging places 
in those days, before the invention of gunpowder, 
was to undermine the fouodations ; supporting the 
walls for a time by timbers^ and making a breacbi 



by setting iiro to th^ aupporters. Whoever bas seei^ 
this, will cease to wonder at the hanging t^^tr ofihi 
Cathedral at Pisa in Italy ^ 

On the we9t txA north are still visible VQ&tiges of 
draw*bridge$3 by which the castle was connected 
with the adjoining elevation ; fortified with rampart^ 
of earthy and strong walls; and at the extremity arq 
the remains of a round tower. , This immense pil? 
appears to have been built at different peripds^ and 
the want of uniformity in the plan indicates^ that 
some of the exterior w;ork8 were subseqiient c^ddi^* 
tions ; prpbably in tbp time of Edward the second* 
Here that ill-fated monarch fixed his dernier resort^ 
or forlorn bope^ when pursued by his unnatural and 
more than brutal queen. Here with his favourite^ 
the younger Spencer, he retreated before the reginal 
and: baronial forces ; who besi^ed the castle A» I>. 
13'^7- But it was so manfully defended, that his 
enemies were obliged to raise the siege. Regaining 
spirit, he now strove to stem the torrent of disafieCf* 
tion ; and erecting the standard of royalty, he sumf- 
moned his fathful subjects to rally round it. But 
It was too late-^tbe horn of revolt ha.d sounded^ and 
his retreating to Wales made it sound louder and 
louder. Indeed, putting himself under the protection 
of the Welsh, was construed into a distrust of the 
English ; and thus fuel was added to the flame of 
discord. The associating himself with a man so ob- 
noxious as Spencer, placed additional weight in the 
scale of his declining fortunes. He experienced 
what all have done, who have been acquainted with 
the world, that to lean on its friendship for support, 
is to d^iend on a broken rttd ; that misfortunes daify 
diminish the number of our friends, and increase the 

H 2 



/ 



I ■ 



lOO Caerphyli CasfJe. 

number of our foes ; that in exalted situations, no 
Bfiorq than in humble life, the stream of adulation or 
assistance, no longer flows than it is supplied by the 
tide of prosperity. He left Caerphyli with a view of 
escaping to Ireland ; but, as though the elements 
had been commanded to be in a league with his bit- 
terest enemies, contrary' winds drove the vessel, in 
which he had embarked, into the Bay of Swansea. 
His spirits brokeil*, and destitute of a single hope of 
surviving his misfortunes, he threw himself, in a 
paroxysm ,of despair, into the sanctuary of Neath 
Abbey ;* where he was taken with a few adherents ; 
and in violation of the laws, sent a devoted victim 
to the castle of Bferkley ;• whose walls still bear witness 
to the cruelty with which he was treated, and conr 
tain an odious tr6pbyi, the instrument of bis death. 
I'he Welsh did not fail to make a religious and poli- 
tical u^ of his untiniely fate, to remind the English 
of their unjust and injurious treatment. For they 
discovered in the horrible end of the son, a retaliation 
fOrthe massacre of the bards, by the cruelty of the fa- 
ther ; of which circumstance the elegant Gray has 
availed himself to give a graver note to his Doric reed: 

t . ^' Weave the warp, and weave the woof, 
The winding sheet of Edward's race. 
Qive ample room, and verge enough, 
The character of hell to trace. 

* He hoped that the sanctity of the place, and the right of prr- 
.vilege, would have disarmed his enemies. But they were betrayed 
by Rice Powel, a clergyman, in the queen*s interest, who wqs 
well acquainted with the country. From his information, Henry 
Duke ojf Lancaster overtook' them. Here Spencer was imme- 
diately tried, condemned, and executed as a traitor 5 and the 
unfortunate monarch was se?nt under close custody^ first to Led- 
bury, .tbeo to K-pnilworthj and lastly, and fatally, ^0 the castle 
of' Berkley , 

3 
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Mark the year, and mark the night, 
When Severn shall re-echo with affright. 
The shrieks of death through Berkley's roof that ring, 
' Shrieks of an agonizing king.'* 

After the capture of the king, CaerphyU made a 
noble resistance' under Hugh Spencer, a youth not 
twenty years of age. And the queen's forces found 
the place so impregnable, and the besieged so reso- 
lute, that an honourable capitulation . was granted^ - 
by which the person of Spencer and the garrisoQ 
were spared and their property secured. 

Through ^ variety of changes the property has 
descended to the famih'es of the Clares, Spencers, 
Beauchamps, Nevils ; then escheated to the crown, 
then, by purchase of King Edward VI. to Herbert 
earl of Pembroke, then to the family of Windsor, 
and by marriagie, to the Stewarts, in which it is still 
vested. 

Such are the changes of this transitory state. This 
castle that has witnessed its lords living in regal 
splendour, exercising the most despostic power, paid 
. the most abject submission, and basking in the sun^ 
shine of fortune ; has again seen them, suddenly cast 
down from their envied elevation, and experiencing 
the sad* reverse of their former greatness ; their con- 
duct loaded with reproach, and their persons with 
execration, retiring under the strength of its walls 
for refuge from the persecution of those very persons 
who. recently were desirous of their friendship, and 
lavish in their adulation.^ It has seen a monarch, the 
son and heir of him whose an^bition it was to subju- 
gate Wales, and by whose prowess it was annexed 
to the crown of England — a monarch who ascended 
the throne crowned with the laurels and the victories 
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of his father, now flying to the very people 80 out- 
rageously injured for protection 1 persecuted by his 
enemies, and betrayed by his friends. And this 
proud and long inrtportant fortress, after thus for ages 
being the theatre of no common scenes, now itself 
Sunk into insignificance, and witnessing its own de- 
t»y. A few goats browsing on the bushes that vege- 
tate it) the crevices of its walls^ served to point out 
its tiesertion*— 

•^ Thus do these ivied-ttiamled ruins. 

Like hoary-headed age, nod o'^r thenr own decay." 

My friend, the histories of castles^ towos^ and na- 
tions ; the history of man, are nothing but the re*- 
oordsof human calamities, the registers of human 
"woes^ These, however^ we shall iiikl are generally 
provoked by vices, and tend to the growth of virtue. 
Trials are calculated to invigorate the mind, previ- 
ously weakened by inactivity and ease ; and by a 
fercible appeal to the heart, they assert the power^ 
while they fan the fkme of religion, fast extinguish*- 
ing in tive sensuality of prosperity ^and peace« The 
-eDnvttlsions of nature and the •enormities of man^ 
the war of elements and the subversion of states, are 
admirably directed by the oontrouHng power and in*^ 
liucnce of Providence, for the great purpose of sup- 
sporting the moral interests of the world; and inh> 
{>m8si4ig the mind with the truths of the Gospel. 

Toun, &c. J. E, 
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LETTER IK 
Deak Sir, Caerphylu 

P ROM Caerpbyli wc proceeded over a moun- 
tainoiis country to the southward, till we entered 
on a road leading through thick woods. and steep 
declivities into the vale we bad lately left. This, 
both to ourselves and horses, accustomed to the 
sonooth gravel of English turnpike roads^ was not 
only a formidable but a perilous undertaking. Na- 
ture has done much for this country. — It has not only 
furnished the materials . necessary for the formation 
a^d repair of roads, but it has actually made thenu 
This we were upon is a genuine British road^ form- 
ed by tbe landfloods, precipitately hastening from the. 
mountains to the TaafTe. The shape is of ^course 
concave, the two sides rising considerably higher 
than tbe centre, which is plentifully strewed with 
large stones from the adjoining rocks^ deposited at 
the most dangerous intervals that can possibly b^ 
imagined i so that you seem going up and down 
stairs oa laorseback. Sometimes also a quicksand 
ietting us drop beneath the surface, reminded iis^ 
that vigilance should accompany our every step. 
Indeed the roughness, as well as difficulty of passing 
this tract, brought strongly to our recollection thp 
celebrated Afpian way : and however the comparison 
tnay shock those accustomed to offer all their incense 
on Roman altars, we could not help exclaiming, 

♦* Hoc iter ignavi divisimus, altiu6 dc nos 
Praecinctis unura ; minus est gravis Appiatardis.*' 

HOR. SAt. 
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After considerable toil and more alarm, we descend- 
ed into^ the vale ; and regaining the Myrthis road, 
soon reached CicdifF, 

Three miles from CaerdifF is the Roman station 
of Caeron, called Cary. The land suddenly rises to 
Ihe southward, and on an eminence stands the 
small church. Beneath this arc a variety of fortifi- 
cations, con3isting of valla and fossa, which from the 
porta decunianus to the west, and the praetoxium 
still visible at the east end of the camp, are evidently 
Roman ; several smaller works appear also in the 
vicinity. This was the tibia amne of Richard's 
eleventh Iter, and the road fron? hence iOyBovium 
may be traced in this direction, passing the river 
Elay by a ford, stifl retaining the name of Rhyd Sarn, 
or the ford of a Roman road. The tradition is, that 
these were the work of Oliver Cromwell. That he 
occupied this post previous to the siege of CaerdifF, 
is highly probable ; for it was a strikirig trait in the 
military character both of Fairfax and of Cromwell, 
that they never omitted Uaking advantage of every 
Roman camp, which lay contiguous to the scene of 
their operations. Rightly judging, that the genius 
of ages famed for military taleiit had been exercised in 
the choice of those stations ; and that the wisdom of 
the present, was not to reject the wisdom of ihe past. 

Obtaining the high land of St. Lcthian Down, the 
views were prodigiously fine, and crossing it to the 
sodth, for the purpose of visiting the coasty we pass- 
ed a delicious small vale, called Dyffren-* inclosed 
with moderately rising hills, that include an extent 
of pasturage covered with numerous herds, which 

* Here grow in abundance sison verticillat^m and empetrum 
nigrum. 
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gave the pleasing idea of richness and plenty. Fol- 
lowing the windirtgs of the stream, we imperceptibly 
found ourselves in a deep ravine, the ground rising 
abruptly on each side, well wooded, the stream 
meandring in the bottom, amidst thick brush wood 
to the sea : a neat white-washed cottage sprinkled 
about gave a pleasing effect to the confined, but 
singular beauty of Cwm Cyddy. 
, The vale opens into a sandy aestuary, which ex- 
panding to the right and left, embraces the small 
island of Barry. The traeth or sands are at flood 
covered, and is about as wide as the Thames at Lon- 
don bridge ; at ebb, they are bare, and the passage 
only intercepted by a small stream of fresh water, ford- 
able for horses. This island is about a mile and a 
half in circumference, (170 acres) consisting of emi- 
nences covered with maiden turf; and the soil being 
sandy forms fine burrowing for conies, nunjeroQs 
colonies of which occupy different parts of it. The$e 
<ire taken in quantities, and regularly sent to Bristol 
and other markets. Indeed ^hey constitute the 
principal produce of the farm, which now lets for 
50l. per annum. As this let four hundred years ago 
for lOl. it will appear, taking the difference in the 
value of money, that little improvement has been 
made since that period. Barry possesses an advan- 
tage, which is not made the most of, either by the 
tenant or proprietor. Quantities of valuable fish 
frequent the shores,^ as plaice, skate, thornback, 
gurnet, brill, mullet, turbot, and Barry soles, which 
are preferred to any by the disciples of Epicurus. 
It is celebrated as the burial place of St. Baruch, a 
disciple o( Gisalck, a Briton of distinguished piety : 
hence, as a MS. of the church of Llandaff informs 
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OS, t|ic island derives its name. A chajpd dedicated 
to this satT)t was standing in the time of Leiand. 
Biit there is no building now but a form house, 
iitted up as a lodging house, for those desirous of 
fica-bathirig in retirement. And truly a more un- 
molested retreat cannot be imagined. To those who 
possess sufficient fortitude to brave the ^wwi of con- 
tinual quietude, both the Water and the sands are' 
reasonable inducements. But the want of machines 
excludes many, especialiy delicate females, from en* 
joying the advantages arising from situation. To us 
there was a characteristic dreariness, heightened by 
4he hoarse sounding ocean, that inspired melanchoSy : 
not a tree nor shrub, but one continued sight of 
sand partially covered with short grass ; which a few 
foor sheep were endeavcming to grange. If you ascend 
the hill the wide expanding channd, and behind 
the well wooded, bat thinly inhabited country; 
with the idea of being able to get off but once in 
iweive hofirsy (for the boat is not properly attended 
to) are points, that will furnish but little that is in* 
teresting to the valettulinarian or the gay. To a 
party, who have all their amusements among them* 
iselves, it may be tolerable for a time ; but to those 
accustomed to the luxury of society, and other plea* 
-aurable amusements, Barry will not furnish a single 
inducement to visit or reside. 

Our object iti visiting this secluded spot^ was to 
investigate, if possible, the nature of a phenomenon 
often asserted, and often denied to exist here. " In 
a maptime rock of this island," says Gyraldus, " there 
♦is a narrow chink or cleft, to which if you place your 
car, you will perceive the noise of smiths at work* 
5ometin>es the blowing of bellows; sometimes the 
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ttPOfces (£ hjirT)met-$, and tires fiercely barniog in fur«- 
Mces; sometimes the most harmonioui sounds, like 
tboie of various instruments of music. The opkvion 
how these are produced is^ that here are fairies, $r 
spirits of the moimtakis^ incessantly employed ham*^ 
mering on the hazen waii^ intended by the prophet 
Merlin for the perpetual defence of Britain. Who 
•after employing them in this important work, care- 
kssly inattentive to the great undertaking he had in 
hand; and being too much enamoured with a cele- 
brated beauty, the grand enchanter became the slave 
of a more powerful enchantress. Decoyed by the ir*- 
resistible charms of the lady of the lake, he w^s sen- 
tenced to per|>etual confinement. The poor lais, or 
Juries, therefore, are doomed by the laws of magic 
%o continue their unavailing labour, till the prophet 
fiball t^egain his power and his freedom •*** 

We BCMight, tike the curious before us, for the 
phenomenon in vain. It has been supposed, that 
Gyraldiis must have mistaken this for the «maU 
island of Holm in the river Buty; at a small distance 
from the promontory called fVarrn s^head \ where are 
caves vtk which the wind often occasions a variety of 
noises. It has been the fate of Gyraldus, to have 
his veracity continually questioned ; and the poor 
monk, though the most accurate writer of his time, 
has been the constant mark for the severity of anti- 

' * Near the abbey of Clairvaux hi Switzerland, a story of a 
iBimilar nature is handed xlowh by tradiuon. An eeil spirit Is 
•aid to have been laid ia chains, beneath a mountain, by St. 6er« 
nard. And the smiths of that country, upon entering on their 
labour in a morning, think it an incumbent previous duty, to 
strike three strokes on their anvils^ to rivet the supposed fetters 
^ this aenal tmscr^atit. 
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quartans. If there be no such thing hfere now, it 
does not follow, that such a phenomenon did not 
exist in the 11 /A century. This island must have 
undergone a variety of changes in the course of 
seven or eight centuries; and it is evident the sea 
bas niade great encroachments on this coast. The 
jfesures in the clifF may have been filled up. with 
«and, or its aperiure may be below elb water mark. 
Enquiring of pcr^ns in the neighbourhood, it ap- 
peared^ that although unable to substantiate the fact, 
they were rivetted to the opinion; which is not the 
case in the vicinity of Barry. I confess myself a 
jstrong advocate for that specjes of evidence arising 
from tradition ; for. though the chain may have many 
links, manufactured by superstition ; yet truth is ge- 
nerally discoverable at the extremity of the line. It 
is by no means improbabje,. but there might have 
been here no opening in the adjacent cliffs, whose 
internal cavity being much larger than its aperture, 
the fluctuation of the waters would occasion an aU 
ternate inspiration, and expiration of the contained 
air: thus producing the various sounds so frequently 
said to have been heard, and so fancifully described. 
Ascending the hill from Barry, we passed the ruins 
of its castle, consisting of a few walls included in a 
barn ; arid an arched gateway, npw the entrance into 
a farm-yard. This was an appendage to the castle 
ofFonman, and in the time of Leland, belonged to 
the St. Johns of Bedfordshire. We again descended 
into a lovely cwm, through which flowed a crystal 
stream, and a few cattle grazing on its margin. 
Passing" this over some rising ground, we impercep- 
tibly found ourselves in another, with a stream de- 
sceucling from one of the hills that surround it; 
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whose sides are CQvered. with stupendous oaks and 
spreading beech trees; aocbqipanied with varied an4 
most luxuriant underwood. The vale winding and 
tapering to the north, till it was lost in. the distant 
hills, and opening to the south in a. spacious expansa 
to the sea;* which forms a grand contrast,- with the 
distant coast of England appearing in the back 
ground, to the charming and delicious scenery of 
Forth cwm Cerrig.^ The luxuriancy of these hot* 
toms was doubly gratifying to the eye, after the 
plain and unsylvan coontry we had. before passed; 
and the traveller might easily imagine himself trails* 
ported into the verdant vales of Piedmont andSavoy* 
To those, who have only passed in a westerly direc* 
tion through the county of Glamorgan, it would 
never occur, that it possessed such a variety of sylvan 
and. romantic scenery. 

- We proceeded to Penmarck,*!- where on the verge 
of a deep ravine stand the ruins of its castle. This 
with the manour was bestowed by Fitz.hamon on one 
of his adventurous knights, Gilbert Humphrevillec 
and was one of the thirteen celebrated in Anglo- 
Norman story. But alas! what is wealth and power 
and transitory fame. In this instance, its vanity is 
striking. The seat of it is annihilated, the family 
is extinct ; and the very name obliterated from the 
records of the time.:}; The church is a good struc- 



* On the rocks both here and at Barry grow adiantum capil- 
lis-veneris, Polypodium vulgare, P. cambricum, and the most 
fhewy indigenous plant of the island^ Inula Helenium, 

+ In a lane near the village we found lamiuna luteum,. (evi* 
dently a distinct species from 1. album) and dianthus armeria. 

^ Of the descendants of the twelve knights^ tliere remain only 
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lure, &tatidrngon the high knd adjoiilmg; and three 
large venerable yews in the cburch-yard» pcxnt <H>t 
its antiquity. 

About half a mile to the west^ on the verge of 
another ravine, through which runs a small stream 
called KenfoHi is the castle of Fonmon. This'is a 
large but irregular pile ; built as a noble residence 
and place of defence; which is evident from the 
tbfckncss of the walls, the flat embattled roof, and 
a high, watch-tower at a small distance from it. The 
founder was John St. John, one of the twelve knights 
to whom the lordship of Fonmtm, or Fenvon^ was 
allotted^ It continued in this family till the civil 
wars, when its owner was cruelly ousted for his 
loyalty ; and the seignory, with its castle, bestowed 
by Oliver Cromwell upon Mr. Jones, a colonel ia 
the parliament army, the particular friend -and bro^ 
ther-in-law of the Protector. In this family it re- 
mains, being the residence of Robert Jones, esq. 
the present sheriff of the county. The castle hds 
been modernised, the windows sashed, and the 
rooms decorated in thfe style of the time when the 
alterations were made. Many of the rooms are 
lofty and spacious, particularly the saloon, or, as it 
IS called, the Banqueting Room. Some fine paintings 
by various masters, possess sufficient merit to attract 
the attention of the connoisseur; particularly a por- 
trait of the Protector J thought the most striking 
lilceness extant of that extraordinary man, presented 
by himself to the ancestor of the family. 

At a small distance on the coast jets a. foreland^ 
called Break-sea Pointy often fatal to mariners. In- 

in Waks, the Tubervilles and the Plecnings. lo England th« 
St* Johns, the Granvilks, and the Siwards. 
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deed the whde coast is the terror of those who navi- 
gate the Bristol channel. Sunk rocks and danger- 
ous shoals lie in every direction, and numerous ves- 
sels are frequently wrecked on this insidious shore. 

You wilt blush for humanity, my friend, wbea 
you arq iirformed that the cruelties exercised by the 
inbabltants of this coast towards the children of mi&- 
fortune, surpasses Ihe ruthless storm or raging ocean* 
Nothingcan exoeed the distress that persons must feel 
when driven in a moment on tremendous rocks, with 
nothing before their eyes but a certain and a shocking 
death ! Or Aould they survive, it will be with tho 
loss of property and friends, and perhaps every thing 
that makes it desirable to live !. But the conduct of 
those miscreants called wreckers/^ ;ad4s pain to sor- 
row» and poignancy to distress. We had heard much 
of the rapine and cruelty of these human vultures : 
but as every thing that tends to degrade the moral 
character of man, has a retrospect to ourselves, and 
tends also to lessen our own consequence, we wer€^ 
unwilling to admit, but very partially, the reiterated 
testimony. A short period however furnished an op- 
portunity to some of the party for conviction'. A 
large vessel, the Cassar brig, outward bound from 
Bristol to Santa Cruz in the West Indies^ deeply 
laden^ came ashore, in a dark night, on the rocks 

* If affinity in crimes would lead to consanguinity^ we 
might eosjecture that these were a colony from the Euxine Sea ; 
rcadtred iofamoiu from the cruelly of those resident on its bor- 
ders^ the A)iJ^««r<t«4. Whether they were^ as Fame says, JmazonioM 
women, who sacrificed every man with whom tliey had any com* 
fnerce and connection ; or« as probable history would prove, 
a race of men who sacrificed every stranger whom fortune threw 
upon their coasts to tlieir idol A(^r, qf the Shb, (Vide Bryant's 
Analysis,) 
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above-mentioned. Th.e news that a Jine prize was 
ofF Break-sea Point, was quickly circulated. Num- 
bers instantly flocked down to the coast for the pur- 
poses of plunder ; and Oh ! what were the sensations 
of the passengers and crew, when by the da(wning 
light they discovered their situation ! Not only, 
that it was impossible to get off the vessel, but that 
she would soon go to pieces ! Mean while these 
harpies, by hundreds, were assembled, and boarding 
in all directions ; staving in casks and packages fof 
the more easy conveyance of their contents on shore ; 
breaking open lockers, rifling the unfortunate pas- 
sengers, and knocking down every one opposing their 
designs, or standing in their Vi^ay ! Some gentle* 
men in the neighbourhood came down with what 
strength they could collect, with a view to hinder 
their depredations ; but showers o( popJers, the large 
pebbles on the beachy soon convinced them, that to 
attack or defend was in vain, and that the safety of 
their own lives depended upon a precipitate retreat. 
Indeed their aim in the onset, is often to murder the 
persons on board, that there may be no survivors to 
Ibecome evidence against them. So totally lost are 
they to those feelings generally discoverable in the 
cpmmon robber, that neither age nor sex appears to 
make the least impression on their obdurate hearts. 
They strip even children and females, when dead, 
cut off their fingers, and tear their ears for the sake 
of the clothes and jewels ! and leave their naked bo* 
dies exposed on the beach, for interment to the re- 
turning ocean 1 It isaflirmed, that they frequently 
kindle fires on the various eminences, to allure ves- 
sels to the fatal shore : but, as we never witnessed 
this, we will stop at that pointy where humanity 
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shudders at tbe recolIectioQ> and nature recoils at 
the rehearsal. 

These people, in other respects, are for the most 
part harmless and inoffensive ; they act their differ* 
ent parts in society like other men, and are even 
esteemed industrious and honest ; bu't when a wreck 
occurs, which they call a God sendy looking upon it 
as a special favour sept to them in the course of pro* 
vidence, their nature seems changed, and they seize 
with . rapacity, and defend with ferocity what they 
conceive to be peculiarly their own. Tt^is idea must 
have originated in those, barbarous laws that former- 
ly prevailed over all the northern countries of £u« 
rope ; and a few years ago subsisted on the shores of 
the Baltid : permitting tbe inhabitants to seize on 
whatever they could : recover from vessels wrecked, 
as lawful prize. Ever since the time of Edward I. 
humane regulations have from time to time been 
made ; and tbe law of wrecks gradually softened in 
favour of the distressed proprietors and passengers ; 
and a statute of the late reign, puts the property under 
the charge of the sheriff, recoverable by the owner 
paying a reasonable salvage, and making it felonious^ 
to steal any thing from a vefssel, whether wrecked or 
not; every thing seems to have been done that caa 
be done by human laws, for the prevention of so foul a 
crime. But the most wholesome laws are unavailable 
for their end, unless they are regularly executed : 
were numbers to suffer for this crime, there cannot 
exist a doubt but it would be less frequent.* . But it 

* While we assert that the efficiency of human laws must de* 
pend upon a prompt and due execution of them, we are far 
from suppsoing that the powerful sanctions of religion are uonecei* 

I 
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too ofien happens, fiom the negiigetice and innat--: 
tention of ship-ownera and underwriters, that the force 
of the lawd is weakened, and the desirable effects they 
were intended to produce completdy obstructed ;, 
as in the present case, by the exertion^'of the sheriff 
and some of his friends, two of the ringleaders were 
secured, and committed for trial to Hereford gaol ; btit 
at the ensuing assizes, no prosecutor appearing, the 
culprits were discharged* 

Making an » excursion to the right, we sought, but' 
in vain, for the Tumuli, &c* where a battle is said to- 
have been fought between the British and the Saxons^ 
We found a farm*house called Lechmore, which^ 
might have been so denominated from lieshmawr, 
k e. a great stone^ that might once have stood near ; 
or, with more probability, from a family ot that fmme^ 
formerly the proprietors. 

Near thia is the village of Beverton,oi vrhkh Camdeit 
has beipn l^ppy in his conjecture, considerinfg it tbe^ 
Bovium of Antoninus. Roman coins having been dis- 
covered in ploughing ; and, at a small distance to tbe^ 

aory. Indeed tbe present case roost incontestiblr proves the in- 
ftfficacy of human laws alone to preserve the morals and peace: . 
of society. Were numbers to be annually hanged, it might 
lessen the nuibber of delinquents> but the practice would not be 
annihilated. The history of man in every country, plakily de- 
nionstrales, that we are more the creatures of habit than q£ 
icason ; and that the idea (^ right generally rises superior to the 
suggestions of fear ; and the prospect of gain to the dread of 
punishments Ti41 you can instil into the minds of these people 
principles of strict justice^ and convince them that the propertjT 
does not cease to be vested in the proprietors, because^accident haa 
thrown it on the coast» and that to despoil, the distressed enhances 
the malignity of the crime* it will be in vain to enact further sta* 
tates to ascertain the nature of the ofib^e^ or appreciate Uie pu^ 
liiiiibment it deserves^ 
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nortbi \i Hkt rtninanf of a Roman road, which ap- 
pears again on Newton Down, in a direct line from 
this jSlace to Nfeath, acknowledged to be the next 
station; or Nidiiiii of the Itinerary. Boverton is a 
srtiali harhliet in- the jterish of Llan Illcd ; or, as it is 
usually called, Elarttwit Majbr ; a place so celebrated 
in history, as to- claim' the rtost pointed attention 
frtim the curibiis traveller. 

OF thfe antiquity of this plate, arid itis exlient and 
consequence, though now but a village, there is 
ample proof. It is known in old writers by the narhe 
Bovium: A-monastryor college was founded here 
by IltUtus, abodt A. D.450; while a similar institu- 
tion was opened'by Diibriciusat Mochros andl^Ian- 
carvan.* It' received at one time seivcfn sdni 
of British kings. Here were educated archbishop 
St. Sampson ;- Leonorius, bishop and confessor ; Ma- 
ck)vis, bishop of Malo in France; Paulus Aurelianus, 
bishop of Pol de Leon; and St. Dinothiiis*, bishop of 
B&ngorarid-Gildas, called Sapiens ; and his twenty- 
foor brothers. It was called Bangor Iltuti in a MS. of 
the Stradltng family, tind was once the royal residence 
of the kings 6( Mbrgannoc, artd called in British 
Caerurgeofii In the year 56o a large assembly was 
convened in the church of St. Iltutus, to conclude a 
peace be tweteriKing Morgan t and Trhe his uncle. 
At this assembly attended Oudvuceiis, third bishop 
of rjandafi]* with other abbots, the respective clergy 
anti congregation, and peace was concluded and ra- 
tified on the altar of Iltutus. Of such consequence 

* TbDobridas aticjlitatns, with other Inttiinaries of ortho- 
doxy, flourishing aboi;it this period, is attributed by venerable 
Bede, the cause wl|y the British churches continued so long 
imCorrupted. 

I 2 
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were the abbbts of this place, that they were alvrayt 
convened for the election of bishops to the see of 
LlandafF; and often succeeded to th6 episcopal chair 
themselves. The same MS. adds, tb|t the students 
of the college had, for their habitations, four hundred 
houses and seven halls ; which must mean most pro- 
bably, that each bad a suite of apartments, and that 

. there were seven large buildmgs for assembling to- 
gether, and for public exercises. It was the prin- 
cipal university of Britain, till the Norman conquest. 
In two mandates from Pope Honorius to Urbanus 
bishop of LlandafF, 1 125, and in a decree of Pope 
Calixtus, it is named among the first churches; and 
particularly called Llantwit, or Lhn lUuh A. D. 
1118. It continued in repute^iQm^ time after, but 
when it lost its consequence does i>ot particularly 
appear. Becoming less' famous, it ceased to be men- 
tioned by historians, as sinking below the English 
universities, then rising into fatne. A school^ how- 
ever, for instruction in Latin and logic, maintained 
out of the profits of the church and monastry, was 
sold to an ancestor of the present respectable family 
of NichoUs, in the time of Henry VIII : and it is 
said that the present endowed school of Cowbridge 
arose out of the fall of this. The walls of the school 
are still standing behind the church, and the remains 
of the monastry are still visible north-west of the 
school. Through the ruins^at the western door we 
entered what we niight term the posthumous- vesti- 

^ bule of the church, now roofless, and a considerable, 
burial place : but in that state of slovenly disorder, 
which must disgust the living if connected by no 
other tie, but human sympathy. Amid these relics, 
are two monuments^ probably brought here from 
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some other religious house at its dissolution. The 
one of freestone, a representation of 6n ecclesiastic, 
whose head, covered ivith a cowl, reclines on a 
cushion, and the feetN rest on two globes. This 
figure is in high relief, with an inscription in Norman 
French, 

Willhm : de : Rhchllo : gyt : ici : Deu : de : sa ; 
alme: eyttmerce*. 

The other is a mummy-like figure of blue lime- 
stone broken in the middle. The inscription, in a 
similar character, may be thus read. 

Nepa tract: -(pro tractatum) statuetur, licetur 
que subjacet ^f*. Nepa, as the Feminine from Nepos^ 
appears to have been in use, during the middle ages. 
The church, from i\k% style of architecture, is very 
ancient; but^ probably the present structure is of 
Norman origin. At the east end is a shrine and 
chapel, both in ruins, dedicated to the Blessed Virgin; 
and behind the altar, which is detached from the 
cast window by a wainscotted curtain, a figure of 
exquisite sculpture in compact freestone, o( Prince 
Bichard Hopkins ; .the head broken off, and l|ing by 
the side, with a golden Torques round the neck, and 
a British crown on the head. In a niche of the east . 
wall are the broken remains of a statue of the great' 
Cambrian legislator, Howell Dha. Under the niche 
in basso-relievo, is the figure of a woman leaning her 
head upon her hand, in a reclining posture, repre- 
senting the genius of Wales weeping over the loss of 
her favourite benefactor^ And near is a small figure, 

. ♦ Wyiiam de Richelieu lies interred here, the Lord have 
inercy on his soiil. 

f i. e. A grand-daughter had tliis monument removed h^re> 
^fxd requests thq fayour it may be suffered to i;emait). 
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in a kneeling posture, placed on a oiclie^s under 
,vvhich is A Banishr or basin for. holy water. -On 
sight of the monument above-mentioned, we ibund 
oucselves .wafted back to .the period, when this great 
prince. te-organized the constitution of his country; 
collecting from ancient and obsolete statutes euery 
thijig tb^t could temd to establish the xights, and 
secure the liberties of his suhjecls. Forming, for 
that .age, a moat excellent codie of jurisprudence, 
ttndert^d permanent by itsjus^ticej effectual by Us fuh^ 
lichy, and sanctioned by religion. The followihg lines 
Cixteaiporc by one of the company, at the sight, if 
^bey are not poetical, discover the genuine effiusioos 
pf a feeling heart. 

Let sculptured stone, let troph^ed urn br.bust^ 
With flattery, deeds of heroes blazon high ; 
Let me admire the peaceful vid the just, 
And from their bright examples learn to die. 

On whom should we our meed of praise bestow ? 
Who In our temples give a niche of fame ? 
But those who, proud to lessen human woe. 
As friends of human kind deserve the name* 

When furiate war her baleful influence shed. 
With pallid treachery lurking in her rear; 
And murder's flaming car dark horrors spread. 
With blood-stained banner, and harsh glitt'ring speaur. 

Amid these days of carnage and of strife, 
A Hero, mild as brave, my thoughts beguil'd; 
Whom mcck-cy'd pity usher'd into life : — 
*Twas sweet philanthropy* s adopted child. 

Howel the great, but fondest name, the good^ • 
With noblest genius and religion Iraught, 
*Midst raging storms with bold composure stood*^ 
And the rebellious, and the ctocile taught. ' 

* Hoijjel Dda, L e. Hbwel the great and good. 
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Twas thine, O child oC peace, to sheath the sword. 
With wclUearn'd laurels olives to entwine ; 
Make Discord's hordes obedient to thy word. 
And Cambria's honour Cambria's peace combine. 

. No more the untimely widowed'eyclids flow. 
No more the orphan's cries arc heard from far; 
•Tis deeds of mercy real greatness shew^ 
And Howel's genius «car'd the god of war. 
While History's pages swell with thousands slain. 
And veneration crowns the assassin chief; 
Can soft humanity the tear refrain. 
Or cease from milder scenes to seek relief. 
With anxibus, ever-grateful eye she turns. 
To annals never stain'd with brother's blood; 
The sons of slaughter from her presence spurns. 
And 'twines hei^ arms around tUe wise and good. 
With looks benign she pointed now my view 
To the great Howcl, Jricnd of human kind ; 
Tl^y country's love, she gave, as honour due. 
With tmilinghope, the rest to Heaven resigned. 

In the church-yard are still remaining the re- 
markable stones mentioned in Catrtden. On the 
north side of the church, leaning against the wall, 
isooe of a pyramidal shape, about seven feet high, 
four in circumference at bottom, and three at top ; 
a portion of which appears to have been broken off, 
with a groove or channel running down the back 
part of it. Three circles or BUets of curious sculp- 
ture surround it, at proportionable distances ; the m- 
tervals ornamented with fanciful gyrations, and be- 
neath the lowest circle, ingrailed work to the ground. 
^The other is of an oblong shape, or nearly a pa- 
wllelogram, standing at a distance on the same side 
of the church; sewn feet high, one thick, and 
three broad^ elaborately, carved 5 and consists of si- 
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milar ornamenfe, jvith circular lines crossing ' each 
oth6r, forming various involutions; and others at 
right angles, producing lozenges. Both fronts are 
divided into compartments, with an inscription with- 
in each, in what are thought Saxon characters. * 
The central one, Crux Iltuti : that on the left hand, 
Samibn posuit banc crucem pro anima ejus ; on the 
right hand upper compartment, Samson redis or 
redias ; and in the one beneath, Samuel Egisar, i. e. 
Uhe cross of St. Iltulus, which Samson erected for 
the good of his soul; intimating by redis, that he 
also musj^ie ; and that one Samuel, if we read ex- 
cisor, was the sculptor. 

Camden and, his continuator are at a los^ to as- 
certain the former st^ne ; and the latter they adduce 
as a specimen of the sculpture and writing of the 
middle ages. They have been conjectured by some, 
to be relics of the Druids, and by others the work of 
the ingenious Danes: both of which appear equally 
distant from truth or probability. The former, opi- 
nion is founded on the one having a cavity on its 
top, and a groove or caniculus four inches broad and 
two inches deep, running down the side ; like some 
stones found at Robright and in Scotland. Bat the 
Druids, strictly adhering to the injunctions given to 
the children of Israel respecting their altars, never 
allowed of sculptured stones. (Vid. Borlase and 
Rowland.) It most probably was a column to some 
monument, originally in tlie church ; and the groove 

r 
S " 

♦ This 18 a presamptive, if not a positive proof, that what are 
galled Saxon, are really British characters ; and that the Saxons 
borrowed their letters, as they Evidently did their learning, froip 
the Britons. * 
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in question, made to fit to one of the fluted pillars 
against which it might have been placed. 

The other opinion is founded on the ornamental 
involutions being mystic emblems, or Runic Knots. 
But when ascribed to the Danes, we were at a per- 
fect Joss to account, both for the shape and inscrip- 
tion. The Danes, it is well known, when they in-^ 
vaded tWs country were Pagans ; they are called so 
by the writers of the times ; and their idols on re- 
cord confirm the same. Would these idolaters erect 
monuments in a place dedicated to the worship of 
Christ; and even ornameht them with i\\t dpprobrious 
sign of the cross : and consider such an act as of future 
henefit to their souls ? Further ; amidst all the irrup- 
tions of these northern hordes, we never read of their 
invading this part of the coast ; and their depredatory 
mode of warfare was of that nature, as to afford 
little time for erecting sculptured monuments. If 
it should be urged, it might have been, when the 
Danes became converted; and were in possession of 
the throne of England : the argument will increase 
rather than diminish in force. If a monument^al 
cross were erected to the memory of the holy Iltutus^ 
by one Solomon, was it not likely that it would be 
erected soon after his demise ; and who so likely to 
perform this pipus and grateful duty, as his scholar 
and disciple, Samson, tbe afore-mentioned Bishop of 
Ddk? Iltutus flourished from the early part to the 
middle of the 6ih centuty, about the latter end of 
which this cross was most probably erected, by 
Bishop Samson. If you ask who he was, the Liber 
Landavensis will inform you. Iltutus was called 
upon, with Archbishop Dubricius, to offer up prayers 
during the pregnancy of Anna, ^ife of Amon, a 
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Grecian prince, resident m the court of the King of 
Glamorgan^ for her fafe delivery ; and that she bore 
s son .accordingly, who was.baptilsed rn the oharch 
of Llanildut, by the natne of Samson : educated here, 
be afterwards becanie a bishop, and died abbot of this 
place. In examining the top of this monument^ we. 
discovered a groove or mortise, pointing out that 
TOme pther part had been let into the present upright 
6tone. Upon search, we found the counterpart on 
the southern side of the church yard, lying sunk in 
the ground in the foot-path, leading to the porch. 
The lower part with a tenon of the same diniensions 
98 rhc mortise ; the engrailed work exactly corres- 
ponding : and a circular h^ad^ not very dissimilar to 
the cross at Margam. That this was the ancient 
mode of constructing crosses, it would be super*- 
iluous to attempt to prove. It were to be wished, that 
the clergyman of the place would have it restored to 
its pristine station : as it is certainly a very curious 
piece of antiquity. An elegant cross orfiamented in 
B similar manner, called Maen y Chyfan, stands in 
the parish church of Tre Mostyn, Flintshire, and is 
recorded by Pennant : who though he does not 
gtiess at the age, observes, ^' that it must have been 
frei;ious to the reign of gross superstition among the 
Welsh : otherwise the sci!ilptor would have emplc^ed 
his chissel in striking out legendary stories, instead 
tftht elegant knets and interlaced work that cover 
the stone." 

A stone of this kind is seen also in lylandeveilog 
church, near Brecknock; containing a figure irt 
basso relievo, arrayed in a tunic with a sword in bis 
band : supposed again to be Danish, by the Runio 
^itclcs^ 0S thej are caUe^^ forming a border to tho 
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)8ame. The inscription though partly legible, is oin^ 
jintelligible ; but in the porch of the church is 9 
fStone, evidently broken from this, with the word 
iCATVC, referring to Cadoc a king and martyr, who 
.died A. D. 492. - 

Indeed the Numerous monumental stones through 
Wale$, with similar ornaments and characters, abun^ 
dantly corroborate the opinion, that they neither be- 
long to the Saxons nor the Danes; and that they 
belong rather to the civilized Britons than such a 
barbarous people : the former having been early ini- 
tiated in the arts, by their long connexion with the 
polished Romans. Had these monuments borne thcs 
smallest mark of the northern character, or language^ 
then with some probability the sculpture might have 
been ascribed to the Danes. But not one, that I 
have ever seen or heard of, was distinguished by 
such a mark ; and the Roman language was unknown 
to that people. I more than suspect, that British an- 
tiquities frequently suffer by^uch misnomers; and 
that many are misled by the high sounding names of 
Runic knots and. Scandinavian superstition. I hope I 
have rescued one from these puisne antiquarians; 
and shall probably have opportunities of rescuing 
others, in the course of my route. 

Leaning against the wall of the porch, is another 
stone, about eight feet above the ground, 3 feet widc^ 
at bottom, and 2-^ at the top ; with an engrailed 
border, and an inscriptionJn Latin in the same cha^ 
racter; which as it is not noticed by Camden, and 
will serve to elucidate and confirip the above opinion^, 
I will give you as it stands. 
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This stone, |rom the inscription, is dedicated to 
the memory of //A^^/ or Ithatl^ Abbot of Llanilted, 
son of Morgan Mynyfawr, I^ing of Gwent in the Qth 
eentuty. He was called Ithiel ddii from hb remark- 
Kble l>lack hair and eyes : his son Gwrgant was King 
(by the word Rex), and succeeded his father ; after- 
wards resigning the crown to his brother Eynydd, 
on bis becoming abbot. 

This place after declinfng, again obtained some 
consequence under the Normans. It formed part of 
the demesnes allotted to &V William de Stradling. 
There is a large building,^ called the Town Half, 
where justice used to be administred, still standing 
in the centre; with numerous ruined streets and 
lanes, bearing their original names; and one,' called 
the gallovos way, pourtrays in strong language the 
privilegia et jura regalia, with which these plunderers 
were invested by the policy of William. 

I am Yours J. E^ 



LETTER V. 
Dear Sir^ -v 

Descending to the shore, we found the 
noble shell of St. Donates Castle, with its extensive 
hanging gardens, dropping in line gradat^n to tt^ 
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sea ; but in complete desolation. This large irre- 
gular pile, which wa.s defended by a ditch, and in 
places by triple walls, stands on the verge of a deep 
ravine, and exhibits still traces of considerable mag- 
nificence. On entering the principal court, a num- 
ber of niches with busts of Roman einperors and em- 
presses strike the eye^ which from their anachro- 
nism with the building, cannot fail to disgust the 
antiquarian. The state apartments are in a very de- 
cayed condition. The hall and what is called the 
banqueting- room are large, and in the latter is a 
chimney piece of modern date, shewn as a curiosity. 
It is large, surrounded with carved work, supported 
by double columns ; and the figures of Wisdom and 
Justice. Some part of the^astJe is still inhabited by 
two or three families, who let lodgings during the 
summer months, for the accommodation of sea- 
bathing. On the opposite side of tlie ravine, is a 
small sqjiare watch tower, said to be erected for the 
purpose of observing shipwrecks as a prey. This 
stands in what was in Leland*s time a park of fallow 
deer; \\xt it has long since been disparked. In 
the beautiful glen beneath, is situated the small 
neat church. In the church yard is a light elegant 
cross of very curious workmanship, of an octangular 
shape, standing on a pedestal of three steps; and 
on the top, which is square, the figure of our Blessed 
Saviour and two of his disciples, embossed in open 
work. The history of crosses would be an interest- 
ing work. The origin of them has been attributed 
to those erected by the command of Edward, on his 
return from the Holy Land ; in memory of Efeanor, 
^ho fell sr martyr to her affection. But this is too 
futile to disprove. This may account perhaps for 
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seme, which are called» market crosses; but for those 
in church yards,-and near religious houses, they were 
evidently erected as symbols, that those places were 
dedicated to the worship of a crucified Saviour. ^ 
^he church is small, and far from exhibiting that 
neatness within, which we admired in similar edi- 
fices in North Wales. In a chapel adjoining are 
several monuments, to the memory of the Stradling 
family, in marble figures, reclining on sarcophagi, 
and placed against the wall. But what struck us as 
singular, were three representations of the family, 
painted on wood ; with tKe age, character, &c. in 
gold letters. The dates 1480, 1535, ISgO. One 
of the epitaphs is worthy of being recorded, as a clue 
to the history of the times. 

EPITA5H. 

" The under-named Harry Stradlinge, Knight, 
went on pilgrimage to Jerusalem, and received the 
Order of the Sepulchre there, as his father, Edward 
Stradlinge, Knight, 3d of the name, and grandfather 
of William Stradlinge, Knight, the 2d of that name, 
did^ and died in the isle of Cyprus, in his cumminge 
the last of August, in the l6th yere of Kifig Edward 
the 4tb ; and is buried there in the citye of Famagus- 
tbi This Sir Harry, sailing from his house in So- 
mersetshire to his house in Wales, was taken pri- 
soner by a Boylaine pirate named Colyn Dolphyn^ 
whose . redemption and charges stood him in 2200' 
mafkesj for the purpose whereat he was driven to ' 
«ll the castcll and manour of fiassalek and Sutton 

* The first.'crosfj set up in England^ according to Bede, was" 
•rected by Oswald, King of NoUhumberland, A. D. ^;$5. 
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itt Monmouthshire^, and two manours in Oxford-^ 
shire." 

From this &mi1y, thecastle, and its donoains, 
went into, the family of the Mansels^ and is now the 
property of Tyrwhit Jones Drake, Esq. I should 
have told you, that namerous buildings, called the 
Barracks, are beneath, probably erected during the 
civil wars; and that under the cliffs is a huge cave 
or cavern, which the neap tides prevented our inves^ 
tigating, and is celebrated as the retiring place of 
St. Donat. 

Passing Morchros, we visited the castle of Dun^ 
raven, the seat of T. Wyndbam, Esq. Member for 
the county of Glamorgan, whose polite attention 
furnished us with opportunities of observing every 
thing worthy of notice in this part of the cibuntry^ - 
This castellated mani^on stands on a headland or 
promontory, which projects into the sea, called the 
Witches^ Point. The cliff rises into a lofty dome be- 
hind, and on both sides of the house ; which shelters 
it {torn the violence of the south*west winds. Many 
parts of the house bear marks of great antiquity.--r ' 
The entrance was formerly by a bold Gothic arob, 
with a defaced a>at of arms, probably of the founder. 
This has been taken down, and other alterations ha ve^. 
been qnade. . The present proprietdr, with a spirit "^ 
that dignifies the possession of wealth, has procured 
a. plan for the restoring it to more than its original 
grandeur; add has already commenced the great 
undertaking. The. grounds and park are in nature's> 
most pleasing, ^tyle of variety, consisting of bold- 
risings, gentle swells, and pleasing depressions; and 
are admirably calculated, for the views of the ocean, 
through the different openings to produce the effects ^ 
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arising fi'om grandeur and beauty. There is great 
capahility^i but Mr. W.*s laudable design of planting, 
aqd adding sylvan ornaments^ to this otherwise varied 
acene^ has hitherto proved in a great measure abor- 
tive. - However, I hope, that once being frustrated 
will not damp the ardour of so patriotic and noble a. 
plan, in a country where such useful ornaments are 
8o rare : especially when there are both shrubs and 
forest tree.s, that will, in defiance of southern or 
western gales, Uft high their crests, spread wide their 
fostering shade, and with their verdant foliage, paint 
with variegated hues the rural scenery. The park 
is.weli stocked with de^r, and the venison is esteemed 
for its delicious flavour. A fine kennel of beagles, 
kept by the hospitable owner, affords exercise and 
amusement for the gentlemen in the vicinity. 

. This was a parcel of the estates of the Stradlings, 
and was purchased by the jpresent family of the 
Mansels. 

To the west of the park the Cwm runs to the sea, 
and between the high cliffs on each side a beautiful 
cove is formed, which, with a fine sand, constitutes 
an admirable bathi ng- place ; and the adjoining high 
land called Surrow^ (/. e. Southern) Down, abounds 
with cottages, and small houses^ fitted up for the 
reception of those that are disposed to have cheap 
living, bathing, and retirement. 

Th6 cJifFs here are several hundred feet high, 
and cpnsist of the same limestone we observed at- 
Pcnarth ;. disposed 'in horizontal strata, or layers of 
from two to six feet thick, or more; interspersed 
with a calcareous, and argillaceous earth. The tides 
our, an opportunity Is afforded of viewing three 
wonderful subterraneous openings in the cliffs,, called 
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the C^ves, which it is dangerous to visit except at the 
first ebb^ and that at spring tides, when the sea rqns 
far out, it being nearly a mile and a half to the first 
cave, and the shore bold. The wind-hole is so called 
from several spiracles at the top of the clifF, up virhich 
the tide and a fi'csh south-east wind raise a strong 
air. The upper part is several yards high, forming 
an imitation of an arched Gothic roof. The length is 
about eighty yards, but you are prevented from 
ascertaining how much longer by deep pools of 
water. ' The second somewhat resembles a long 
^zzsLj in which you meet with the same obstruc* 
tions; and the entrance faces the south*east. The 
third and furthest, lately discovered by some bold 
adventurer, is, from, the various icicles, petrifactions, 
and grotesque shapes which strata assume, con<- 
sidered as the most curious, and has obtained the 
appellation of the Fairy Ca^e. These wonderi^ul 
excavations, which the violence of the waters have 
mad^, pro^^e that some kinds of limestone are disso- 
luble in sea- water, probably from the decomposition 
that may take place, according to the different afi[i- 
nicies, when the two different acids come in contact 
with the soda and calcareous earth. It may be 
worthy of investigation by the experimental chemist. 
Leaving with reluctance the hospitable family at 
Dunraven, we went in que^t of plants on the neigh-^ 
bouring rivers, but found few that are not generally 
observable in similar situations. Attentive to the 
lainuti^ of Nature, it would be impossible not to 
notice her bc4der operations. While in the vicinity 
of the Ogmore^ we recollected it had been stated 
that this river makes a dip under a mountain^ appear^- 
mg again nejEtr Nevern Bridge^ at the distance of two 

K 
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miles. In vain wc sought for this curious appear** 
ance; we however met with one stiH more curious, 
which probably gave rise to the above relation: ic 
occurs near the point where the Ewermy river falls 
into the Ogmore. The land above is one continued 
dov/n, and here abruptly falls to the vale : from the 
foot of this down issues a large body of water, ex- 
ceeding in quantity the river into which it flows. 
It foams and boils under the hill, as though it met 
with great interruptions, and forms two streams alter- 
nate in the velocity of their motions. By the persons 
Avho accompanied us we were informed that this pro- 
digious body of water consisted of two distinct parts^ 
one being bard and the other soft; and that tbe 
southern stream was sought after for cuHnary pur-* 
poses, and the northern stream frequented by the 
laundresses of the neighbourhood^ We at first 
turned a deaf ear to this seemingly ideal distinctioiu 
but as positive assertions lead to accurate investiga-^^ 
tion, it was impossible to let such a circumstance 
pass without further inc^uiry. The different sides of 
the stream had a very different effect upon the 
tongete and palate, and on a proper analysis^ as izx 
las circumstances would admit, we found that tbe one 
contained a portion of calcareous earth in solution^ 
and the other left scarcely any residue, and the little 
it left appeared of an argillaceous nature : curiosity 
was DOW awake, and we were desirous, if possible, 
to find whether the Ewenny entered the hill in some 
Other quarter, and after a subterraneous passage 
sought the daylight here, like the Mole in Surrey ^ and 
the Dovcril in Wiltshire, But, after the most labo- 
rious search, wc were unable to discover the smallest 
trace of «uch a separatjion vck- thd riverf^ and wcrc^ 
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ferced to conclude, that the body . of water in . ques^ 
tion proceeded from two powerful springs beneath 
the Down, which, with different sources, .and flow- 
ing in distinct chamiels, here unite, though without 
intermixing their streams, and considerably increase 
the waters of the Ewenny, 

. In this research we met with the remains of thc^ 
ancient abbey of Ewenny, with the noble ruin of its 
monastic church. It stands upon the marshy flat 
near the banks of the river, and is one of the nume- 
rous structures erected in this country by the Nor- 
mans, 

This was a.Benedictine priory, founded by Johnd$ 
.Londres, Lord of Ogmore, A. D. 1140, and givea 
by his brother Maurice de Londres as a cell to 
Gloucester abbey, 1141, dedicated to St. Michael^ 
and valued at the Dissolution at ^JS Os. 8d. and 
xlear -^'59 4s. Od. and then granted, as a part of the 
possessions of St. Peter's, in that city, to Sir Edward 
Carne, the 37th of Henry the Eighth. It was de- 
fended by strong walls, having two gateways with 
two portcullises to the principal entrance. The 
buildmgs were extensive, and some, of the rooms o£ 
tbe abbot's lodge, still remaining, are large and 
stately. This was* formerly the residence of the 
Tubervilles, in which family it still remains. 

The abbey church is a noble building of a cruciform 
shape, having a large choir and nave, with two tran- 
septs ; the columns, terminating in figured capitals^ 
are crowned with circular arches. The choir has a 
very curious arched and groined roof of stone: in 
this lies a stone coffin with an inscription to Roger de 
Londresy as founder of the abbey. In the southera 
transept^ a rude atone^Bgure, with a Latin inscriptioa 



to Pmm sk Tub»rvillc, Lord of Coity, &c. The 
floor WS8 paved ivitb porcelaine tiles, similar to Tin'* 
tero abbey : the mye is ait present used as the parishr 

Leaving the ratt» of Coky castle «t a small dis- 
tance^ we visited a considerable pottery of coarse 
ttrthien ware^ called crockery (perhaps cookery) ware^ 
where are mafiuiactured all kinds of drinking vesseb^ 
pit^hers^ ^ns, and other necessary utensils. 

Near is the small town of Bridgmd^ unitjdg the 
two villages of Oid aod New Caslky-yoiutA by a stone 
bridge of several arches over the Ogmbre, which^ 
tlm>ttgb a narrow vale, here expands its waters to a 
consfderable breadth. There are no remains of Old 
Casde but the name ; and the ruined walls of New 
Castle serve to iqiclose a garden, in po^ession of thft 
vicar bf Bridgend. Through this gentleman's poKte. 
atientbn, we were gratified with a sight of an exte»- 
site woollen manufactory, lately erected herc^ be- 
longing to Messrs. Wyndham and Franklyn. The 
fernler gentleman, not content with holding large 
estates in biB> own bands, and setting an example of 
i^itional farming, to excite the imitation of bis 
neighboars and tenantry, is determined also to intro* 
^kice into the country the proper concomitant of 
agriculture, trade and manufactures. It would per* 
baps be dii)icult which to admire most, the ndble 
design, or the spirit and liberality with which it bai 
been executed : an immense building has been 
erected, within which we were surprised, as we 
passed from room to room, to find all the in^ovd^ 
menfs uf modem dis^covery. Long wool is combed h^ 
Cariurighfs machines, and spun imo worsted yarn 
by the fnacbivicry of Arkwr^ht : short wool is acrib*. 
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bled, carded, and brought into woollen yam, by thf 
machinery adopted in the north of England : the 
products are prtncipally sold in the yarn. A weaving 
manufactory was set up for making serges, and other 
piece goods ; but though the price of labour is here 
comparatively low, yet the managers were unable to 
get the same article wove under Zdperjardy which m 
done in the west of England for a pemy fatlhing. 
Tbia manufactory, whose powerful machinery is 
Worked by a large wheel, supplied with water, con- 
veyed by a canal from the Ogmore, employs about a 
bunrdred people, chiefly children; as many more 
might be em^oyed, but there is a perverseness in the 
people of this part of the« country which indiuea 
them to prefer a life of indolence and want, to labour 
And sufficiency: sotbat the bekievoleat intentions of 
the worthy member for the county are in some degsce 
frustrated. 

Pureuing the Ogmore, we ascended the high land 
of Newton Down, and obtained tbe most exteowfrp 
And delightful views : the rich vale of Glamorgan^ 
with its numerous incIosares,towM, villagei^cbaiichea, 
and wbited cottages, iurnish ideas of comfort and 
pfenty : its richness and population delight the e)^ 
when contrasted with the barren hills that bound k 
to the north and north-west ; flanked by the blade 
fnountains and other British alps. The dttlioTng 
«un of a summer evening produced a rich glow of 
colouring on many dF the distant objects; and the 
lengthening shades of evening cast an air of mdan^- 
cboly ov^r others. The eye still extending the field 
of view : the hedge row^ began to lengthen, the 
fields and mead left their proportion, foro^ng 
irregular shapes, gradually melting away upon the 
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sight in one general azure tint, diversified only by a- 
few lines of light and shade, till the accompanying 
objects were lost in the indistinctness of vision, and 
the whole wrapped in the mantle of obscurity. In 
the back ground, the mountains constituted a faint 
blue semicircle, forming an irregular margin to the 
distant horizon.'* To the south, the distant coasts 
of Somerset and Devon — the channel opening in a 
magnificent manner, till lost in the wide expanse of 
the ocean, whose fluctuating waters were tinged with 
rich brilliancy, from the silver rays of the rising 
moon. With a sombre serenity, which a view of 
Nature thus presented, cannot fail to produce on the 
contemplative mind ; we descended to the small 
village of New forty lately exalted into the rank of a 
Watering Place. — ^Taking refreshment and repose at 
the bathing-house, we rose early in the morning to 
take a survey of the coast and neighbourhood ; when 
we were at a loss to account for this becoming a 
place of fashionable resort. The house is small and 
incommodious ; situated very low on the beach ; and 
sand hills, in almost every direction, prevent a view 
of the water. Here is, however, a machine, which 
is stationed about a mile below. The beach is good 
and well sheltered by the limestone cliflTs which here 
rise to agreat height. But the walk from the house 
over coarse driftiog sands, to delicate ladies must be a 
formidable undertaking. Here are no rural walks, 
rib umbrageous woods to invite to pleasure, no melo- 
dious songsters of the grove to induce repose ; but 
one extent of sands, devoid of verdure, assail the eye 
with sameness and sterility : and the herbage deraci* 
Dated by the westerly Winds, furnished but little 
towards the object of this excursion. '^ The shore is 
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•arved, and forms a small bay^ where ships in 
distress of weather often run for shelter^ preferring 
being stranded here to risking a rencontre with 
dangerous rocks« The inhabitants of the village are 
employed in blowing up the cliffs for limestone^ 
which is carried in small vessels to the opposite coasts* 
It is sold on the spot for one shilling per ton, out of 
which the quarrier pays the proprietor of the land 
three shillings in the pound. 

Disgusted at the difference between the real situa* 
tion of the place, and the enchanting description we 
bad previously received of it, we were about to leave 
it in haste : but recollected that it was famed for an 
extraordinary spring, called SandforcTs Well^ whose 
waters sink with a flood ^ and rise with an ebbing tide^ 
Springs that ebb and flow with the . ocean are not 
uncommon; but this is certainly a phenomenon^ 
It is at a small distance from the shore, and inclosed, 
having a few steps leading down to it, as the water isi 
used by the people for domestic purposes* When 
the tide is in you can scarcely perceive a drop in the 
well, but when out, the water copiously flows ; and 
it is curious to see how gradually and regularly it 
takes its progressive and retrograde motions, in oppo^* 
sition to the adjoining sea. In digging for water on 
these sands, other springs have been observed to 
possess tlie same property. A similar phenomenon 
is' noticed at Cadiz, by Polybius, who thus erjdea* 
vours to explain the cause. " That the air, being 
deprived of its usual vent, returns inwards^ by which 

• We noticed cynoglossum officinale, raarrubium Tulgare, 
«n>^truai nigrum, myrica gale, .ononis repens, erica tetraliK^ 
-erica didynia, vaccinium vitis idaea, geranium inaritimura, ^c-. 
camnm rlcutarjum^ and a variety with a whi^ blossom.. ' 
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means the veins of the springs beinj^ slopped^ the 
water is kept back ; and so on the other band, the 
water leaving the shore^ these veini or natural aque- 
ductS; being freed from all obstruction, the wato* 
consequently springs.** Tb&darkness of this illustra^ 
tion must be attributed to ignorance of hydraulics 
3n the days of the above writer. 

At a small distance from Newton, stands Cynfeg 
castle, said to have been a residence of De Esterling, 
but from its size no more than a common keep ; it 
was more probably an advanced post^ for making 
cbservationp towards the bay of Swansea. A few 
walls are now remaining, but no vestige that it was 
ever of greater extent. I fear you will be wearied 
with my dehiil of castleis, but they furnish a lesson 
of useful instruction. They lead us td observe, 
when men unjustly lay their hands on the property of 
others, what care and trouble it brings upon thera^ 
selves; and into what difficulties and contentions it 
involves their posterity. For never was the trlith of 
the observation more strikingly illustrated, ^^ that 
what is acquired by violence must be defended by 
power," than in the encroachmt^ts so injuriously 
made by the Normans on the Welsh. On the id*- 
jacent rising ground is the village of Cynfeg ^ which 
in the time of the Clares, was a hortntgh tawn^ and 
briginally situated in the sandy f)at beneath. But 
the J^a continually threw up such heaps of sand as 
to bury the town, and every trace of il was swallowed 
tip by a subsequent inundation, the inhabitants being 
driven to the rising ground, on which the present 
village is situated, Jt stands at the head of a snlall 
lake named Cyirfeg fooi^ about half a mile in length, 
and one third in breadth, whicb^is remarked for being 

3 
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on elevdted ground^ In the infant state of geologic 
e^l knowledge^ it would be difficult to at^count for 
$uch a body of water in the situation of Cynfeg^ 
And ignorance, ever prone to solv^rdifficult questions 
in a summary way, would naturally have recourse 
to some wonderful story to account for the cause. 
This is attributed to the swallowing up of. a large 
city by an earthquake. * In proportion as the mind 
is uncultivated it is fo^d of the marvellous ; and its 
rude combinations may be compared to the incohe* 
rent phantasms of a dreaming philosopher* It 
would be easy to conjoin the disaster of the town 
with the origin of the lake, and from this associa- 
tion it is probable the story arose. The lake abounds 
with a variety of fish, and is famous for a sort of 
large eels^ esteemed by many for the delicacy of their 
flavour. Proceeding to the west, in a lane, is the 
stone mentioned by Camden, standing erect, bear- 
ing the inscription Pomfeius Carantorius^ still legible. 
The Welsh consider it a British monummt^ marking 
the burial place of Prince Morgan ; who ^ave the 
Imcient n%me to this part of the pountry. Entering 
the village of Margam, our attention was called to 
a low stone cross, of elegant sculpture^ having two 
figures, and some characters ' rendered illegible by 
time* The various ingrailments and circumgyrations 
have induced some to think this a Danish monument ; 
but from the similarity of the fretwork as well as 
shape to that of Llanilled, it must be referred to a 
higher date. At a small distance from the village, 

* A similar event is said to have happened between Margam 
and LlanBawel^ and another in the bay of Oxwick lives in the 
ttadition of the inhabitants. Thus also the people of Llanfaa* 
iraid account for the origin of Brecknock Meer. 
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to the north, is a high hill named Mynydd mawr; 
whose side is covered with an extensive wood of 
venerable oaks, which having attained to age and 
strength, midst many a ruthless storm, exhibit their 
%veatherbeatcn heads with so much regularity, as to- 

put on the appearance of having been shorn by art* 

(I 

We noticed a similar circumstance on tlie side of a 
hill, between Barmouth and Harlech. A number of 
young trees in both instances have grown up, under 
tlie shelter of the old ones, which not being so early 
stunted, hiave o*er- topped the rest, and of kte years 
destroyed in some degree the striking uniformity. 

Margam, the property of Mr, Talbot, was for 
ages the family seat of the Mansels. But the place 
is deserted, the mansion-house taken down, and the 
ihaterials removed to Mr. T.'s new erected mansion 
iif Penrice. At a small distance from the scite of the 
olii house, a large building has been erected 330 
feet long, and 80 feet wide, to preserve a valuable, 
collection of orange trees from the inclemency of the 
Weather* These were intended as a present from the 
King of Spain to Queen Elizabeth; but the vessel 
being wrecked on this coast, they became as a waif, 
or, by purchase, the property of Lord Mansd. Sjncc 
that time several additions have been made from 
Portugal and Italy ; and it is, without dispute, a large 
and fine collection. But the description that has 
been givqn of them is evidently an exaggerated one, 
as few of the trees run more than ten feet high.. To 
those who have seen the orange trees at Kew^ or the 
Earl of Coventry's orangery at Earls Croombe, these 
will not appear perfectly Patcigon'um. They appear 
vigorous and in full bearing, and. were now arranged 
j-ound the margin of a pond. The conservatory strip- 
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ped of its vegetable ornaments, appeared to a disad- 
vantage. It has been observed, that the dimensions 
of this building are disproportionate, that neither 
the breadth nor the height are compatible with the 
length ; and that every rule of just proportion has 
been neglected or defied. But it should be con- 
sidered, that the relative admeasurement of a church 
and a drawing-room are not to be estimated by the 
laws of progression, and that proportion in architec* 
ture not only comprehends j/^s^ and Jigure^ simply 
considered, but also the Jitness of a building for ihi 
purpose of its erection. In this view the present 
building, as a conservatory for plants, and as a place 
for exhibiting them to advantage, cannot be viewed as 
disgusting in its symmetry. At each end is a handsome 
lofty room^ appropriated for the preservation oC classi- 
cal antiquities in the more curious models of ancient 
art. A model of the Colosseum in pumice stone ; a 
cork representation of the triumphal arch of the Etii« 
peror Titus ; and another of the celebrated temple of 
Tivoli : with various vases in porphyry and Parian 
marble. In the either are deposited statues, altars, 
and other monuments, of Roman and Grecian work- 
manship. Among these, a figure of Harpocrates ; a 
satyr, with a fistula in his band, and a panther skin 
on his shoulders ; a Hercules, and a fine bust df 
Minerva, with a galea on her head, cannot fail to 
attract the attention of the classical visitant at Mar- 
gam. These were collected at a great expence in 
Italy, by the present proprietor, and intended, before 
his removal, for a cabinet of specimens representative 
of ancient and modern arts. 

A few tottering walls, an area enclosed by several 
concentric arches, evidently the refectory, which ww 
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inclosed as a larder for the late mansion^boDse, and a 
chapter- bous^i are all the remains of this once mag^ 
Bificent abbey. The latter, without eiception, la 
perbapt the moat perfect specinneR of the eksgant 
nnoplicfty of what is called pure Gothic, to be seen in 
the kingdom^ It ia a circular building, having it» 
foof supported by one unnbilical pillar, which spretiding 
into several light branches at top, fontns perfect arches 
with the points of tlie pilasters, between the aevea 
windows uniting with them. When we first vistted 
this place the building was perfeet, but we had tKnr 
to lament, that one of the divisioAs having giveo 
way^ the greater part of the elegant roof was falling 
in. 

^be abbey church is still made use offer parochial 
purposes, and is a good specimen of the mixed or 
Norman Gothic* The chapel at the cast end coor 
tains some well c&ecutcd monuments to the meiQOiy 
of the Mansels ; and the altar-piece is formed of 
curiously coloured bricks : the west front cooaisca 
a large window divi^d mto three cdmpartments, 
with circular arches. But both the church and 
chancel are in a dilapidated state. * About the ad- 
joining grounds are a variety of inscribed and moQ«- 
mental stones ; several evidently Roman ; among 
which we noticed one, wi^th an inscri[)tion in Italic 
capitals, " Senatm fopulmque verontanus divo TiU^ 
divi Fespasiani^ F. Pespasiano jiugusto.'* Othees 
with engrailed and fret work, like those at LlaniHyd : 
particularly one, a shaft on^a pedeatal, leaning against 

* Amid the various rums grow aquilegia vulgare, cotyledon 
•lutea, Valeriana r^ibra, and a variety with a white ^lossooi, 
antirrhinium cyrobalaria, antirrhinium m^us, and a variety witl^ 
white petals. 
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iitm wall of an out-bou5e, variously aod elegaodf 
iimamentbd with the inscription m SaKOO q^ Briti^ 
characters, biit too much obliterated to be decy- 
pbered. Somp also in Welsh, with dates as low 
dow« pis 1524* 

This abbey of the Cistertian order, was founded 
by WiUtam Earl of Gloucester, grandson of Fit^ 
b^mon, A. D. \IA7. And Leiand, in his Collects 
|iea, inclines to the opinion^ of Its having exceeded 
IB oi^nificetice th<e one at Neath. 

On the summit of a hill to the right is a ^uare 
stone, called Y maeo Llytbyrag, i.e. the lettered 
stone.. It is about five feet high above the ground, 
and one thick, containing an inscription, which (rom 
the jgnoraoce d[ -the neighbourhood, relnained long 
Moifiterppeted. This was a circumstance partaking 
too fRiich of the marvellous to escape the observatioa 
of superstition ; whiclr accordingly placed it under 
the ^ratection of the Parcse; and connected the 
dflcypbering with the laws of destiny* However 
this fatal inscription ,bas been read by some bold 
spirits, with religious impunity, this^ ^'Bodvacus 
hie jocet £lius Catotis Irni proncpos intern ali Donao/* 
Who this fiodvac, son of Catot, and grandson of 
Xraus was, it^is difficult to conjecture ; that he was a 
Roman and a heathen, may be gathered from the 
inscription, domus aeterna being the common appel- 
ladon for a sepulchre^ in the times x)f heathen Rome ; 
while the worjd aetemalis being of inferior Latin ity, 
strengthens the opinion of its belonging to a subse- 
quent period. 

A little further is a mountain called Mynydd Dor- 
moa* The summit is a level pasture, on which 
Uaadi -a large 'rode stom^ of a species different 
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from those found in the vicinity ; about fourteen 
feet high, and at a small distance an jiggera^ or 
heap of loose stones. Probably the burial place of 
some chieftain that here fell in battle, or who ws^s 
brought here as a conspicuous place of interment. 
I need not inform you, that kings and great men 
were formerly buried on mountains, or at the foot 
of them ; and that the raising a mount or tumululs, 
and erecting stone pillars was of very high antiquity. 
Virgil mentions the former, when speaking of the 
death of Dercennus: 



<c 



Fuit ingens monte siub alto 



** Regis Dercenni terreno ex aggere bu«tiim/* 

i£n. XI* 

And the latter custom is alluded to in the story of 
Ida^s striking Pollux with a pillar broken from the 
tomb of his grandfather Amyclas. (Vid. Lycophron, 
Cass. V. 557.) The hills on the right covered with 
wood, formed a pleasing contrast to the swampy' 
rush-clad flat on our left, as we approached Abera- 
von. This village stands about two miles from the 
sea, above the Avon Bar, from which circumstance 
it takes its name. It is rising into some consequence 
from extensive copper works carried on here, by a 
company from Bristol. Inquiring into the customs 
and curiosities of this part of the country, we were 
directed to the works below : but a hoary^headed 
peasant, whose quickness of perception kept pace 
with his memory, surmising we were not satisfied 
with this information, and lifting his voice to a pitch 
that bespoke he wa$ jealous for the honour of his 
rtative spot, observed, that Aheravon from its flat si- 
tuation, could not be expected to exhibit such woo- 
ders as the mountainous fart of the ^ country ; but 
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there was one thing of which it could boast above 
fny other place on the coast. *' Every ChristnMS 
day in the morning, gcntlenien, a salnion exhibits 
himsdf in the river that runs hy this ancient corpo" 
ration ; and is so docile as to pernnit himself to be 
bandied and taken by any person that wishes. Bui 
if any were so impious as to kill hiili, a divine judg- 
ment would instantly overtake. the wicked man/' 
This story thus asserted by one, was corroborated by 
many, and is attested by those who have had tlie 
felicity to be familiar with this very extraordinary 
visitor ; but were not irreligious enough to arrest hisi 
body. Of all the motley swarms of stories produced 
in the feculent waters of superstition, this appears a9 
extraordinary as any : wc hope, therefore, the good- 
natured people of the place will forgive us, if unable 
to account for the origin, we cannot discover the 
utility of the story. And as we arc not possessed of 
sufficient faith to believe, that the sun dances oa 
£aster-day, we withhold our assent from the mira- 
culous appearance of this inhabitant of the wave. 

The country now put on a pleasing rural garb, 
as we passed through large groves of oak and ches- 
nut, on the eastern banks of the NeJJ. An avenue 
near two miles in extent defended us from the op* 
pressive heat of the sun ; while the adjacent declivi- 
ties studded with neat houses, furnished an agreeable 
scene ; the effect of which was heightened by the 
dense woods of Vernon Park, on the margin of tbe 
aestuary. Here is the justly admired spot called 
Briton Ferry. The advantages which nature Has 
bestowed on this place baffle all attempts at adequate- 
description : whatever enters into the bold or pleasing 
landscape, are here combined^ verdant slopes^ sba4/ 
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woodte, alifrupt declivities, witb massy oaks growing 
out of the iron*slone rocks ; aird shewing their roots 
through the strata on the banks of the river: the 
river Nedd opening in a wide aestuary to the ocean ; 
th€ moving scene of shipping up and down the river; 
a]} quite to adorn .this place with numerous and pe^ 
culiair cfaanns. In. this enviable spot^ amidst thick 
jplantations, stands the small but elegant toan^en of 
Lord Vernon, The bouse is lo\v, having two wings 
with attic windows in the roof^ ornamented with a 
bailustraded parapet. Before the principal front are 
clumps of myrtles, a proof of the mildness of the 
air. The park consists of several small eminences^ 
with irregular walks, terminating in vistas, which 
command the most delicious views: the aestuary, the 
bay, the mumbles, and the distant mountains in 
fine perspective. Every view is different, but every 
one picturesque and interestingly fine. The points 
are admirably chosen, and the formation and dis- 
posal of the whole display much judgment and true 
taste. ^ Indeed it must be a perverted one indeed, 
jthat could despoil nature of many of the beauties 
she has so lavishly bestowed on Briton Ferry. But 
the admirer of nature will lament, that the privacy 
and silence which tend to produce and enhance the 
pleasurable effects of rural scenery, are now invaded 
and destroyed by the continuation of the Neath ca- 
nal ; cut for the purpose of an easier delivery of coals 
for exportation^ from his Lordship's and other coK 

* In the woods we found salvia clara, orobus sylvaticus, 
melanapyrum sylvaticum, sanicula EuropoM, h3Fpericum pul- 
chrum, hypericum androssemum, astragalus uralensis^ and on 
4be shore^ arenaria peploides, salsola kali^ erlngium mariti« 
jpuj^m obeuopodlum fflftritimum^ and chelidonium glau^Ivun. 
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fieries in the vicinity of Neath. The shallow and 
shifting sands of the river prevent vessels getting out 
Or in^ but at spring tides : and at all times render 
the navigation difHcuh and precarious. ' This has 
of late years thrown the balance of the coal trade into 
the hands of their neighbours at Swansea. The 
Neath proprietors will however by this plan be 
enabled to come in for a share of the trade. This 
has been represented as strongly derogatory to hia 
Lordship's taste ; but it must be acknowledged that 
beauty should be subordinate to utility ; and ia 
many instances taste has been obliged by imperious 
necessity to make sacrifices, which though she does 
not admire, she has jbeen unable to avoid. And 
his enthusiasm must far exceed^ his benevolence, 
who does not rejoice, that a market is thus opened 
for the commodities t)f the country ; and new 
sources of wealth afforded to the inhabitants. Nor 
can it be doubt'cd, that while his Lordship enjoys for 
the present the fruits of bis exertions; that his pa*- 
triotic spirit will receive, as it deserves, the thanks 
of posterity. 

To the south of the park, embosomed in a native 
grove, stands the small neat church of Llansawei. * 
Nothing could exceed the emotions o£ awe and ve- 
neration excited in my mind by the air of seclusion 
and solemnity, apparent in this sequestered place. 
For it is, without exception, the most desirable, ce- 
metry I ever beheld. Inclosed so as to prevent tbe^ 
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Briton Pery, cauUid in Walsche Llanisauel, wher b^ 3 
•r 4 houses and a chapel of ease on the hither side of Neth« 
Byver. The trajectus at the f.ude is more than half a quarter Qt 
a mile over. '' Leland Itin. Vol. IV. fol. $5. 
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rude tread of brutal or unhallowed feet, and undts* 
turbed by the premature intrusion of the unfeeling 
sexton, the sacred ashes of the silent dead may here 
in rest repose. For here that posthumous respect 
5? paid to the bodies of departed friends, consistent 
wiih the exalted hope we entertain of their beitig 
raised again, crowned with glory, and reanimated 
by their former inhabitants; only purified and e^- 
^Itcd to a state agreeing with their high and heavenly 
descent. F*ew costly monuments bedeck this trul^ 
elegant depositary of the dead ; but a number of 
plain stones with neat inscriptions, mark the inier- 
ment of departed worth; or bespeak the affbction of 
surviving friends.* Every grave is circumscribed 
with the most careful exactness, and Florals gifts are 
taught to thrive within the nfeM inclosures. Fond 
fancy in her decorations has assumed a variety of 
forms; but all are appropriate, all are strictly chaste. 
I feel myself among the dead ! My mind is become 
in unison with the place. I reflect on the past, f 
ruminate on the present i and they«/«r^ seems a& 
though it were present with me. I appear rivetted 
to the spot, and my heart seems more than ever dis- 
posed to profit by the impressive lessons these fune- 
real emblems around me, are calculated to furniish. 

I am ever Yours, J. E* 

* M6Dutnent8 were formerly supposed to conduce to the hap- 
piness of the deceased, while the doctrine of purgatory and the 
efiScacy of po8tbun]K)us prayers were generally believed. If this 
were the case, how much more efficacy, as bespeaking the suf* 
frages of the living, must these pleasing and constant attentions 
produce ? Though the error .vanished as tlie light of thb Refor- 
mation shone forth, yel I feci so affected with the eJ^pfessit* 
sympathy of the custom, that I say to my survivors : 

*^ Vivite felices, memo'res et Vivite nostris, ^ 

Sive erimus^ seu nog £^ta fuisse vellat.*' 
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LETTER VI. 
Dear Sir^ 

JUEAVING the calm retreat^ and refreshing 
sh^es of Briton Ferry, the country began to change 
its appearance ; and reminded us^ that we had left 
the quiet walks of life, and were entering upon a 
manufacturing and commercial part of the country^ 
as wd approached the town of Neath, than which 
a more uncomfortable or disgusting place, perhaps, 
cannot be imagined. The streets are narrow and , 
dirty, and the houses blackened with the continual 
columns of smoke, that ascend from the collieries 
and founderies : the inhabitants partake of the same 
dingy hue ; the baleful effluvia blast vegetation ia 
its infancy, and destroy the appearance of verdui^%- 
in the vicinity. Some walls of its castle, built by 
one of the Norman knights, are still standing; but 
the only thing worthy of remark is the ruins of its 
large and celebi'ated abbey ; whence it was called 
Ahhat y Glyn Ntdi: the latter being the name of tlie 
river, on the western banks of which it stands* It 
was a Cistertian house of white monks, dedicated to 
the Holy Trinity ; founded by Richard de Green- 
ville and Constance his wife, who bestowed the 
tythes belonging to the castle of Neath, with a 
large tract of waste land and other possessions, ia 
the time of Henry L to the abbot and convent of 
Savigny, near Lyons in France, for the purpose of 
erecting and peopling a monastery in this place* 
Accordingly, the Fralres Grisei quickly executed 
the wishes of the pious founder ; and, in ,compli-. 
iDent to their benefactor, transformed thea)>elvea 
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from grey io white: from Franciscan^ to Cis tertian 
brethren. At the Dissolution, the fraternity con-r 
sisted only of eight monks ; and the revenues, ac- 
cording to Dugdale, were 132). 7s. fA. while Speed 
tliakes them 154l. 4s. Qd. Tanner says it was 
granted by Henry VIII. to Sir Richard Williams. 
Leland "mentions, among other privileges, that this 
^hty possessed that of ' sanctuary : in his Itinerary he 
calls it " the fairest abbey of all Wales T but in his 
Collectanea he gives the decided preference to that 
of Margam. The scite of the refectory, hall, cha- 
pel, and other roomSj may still be traced ; and the 
ichnography of its once spacious and elegant chapel: 
spacious indeed it must have been, if, as we are told, ' 
•* seven clergymen might preach in it at the sanic 
time, , without the voice of one interrupting that of an^ 
•ther P^ These ruins stand at a distance from the 
public road ; yet they cannot fail, by their majestic 
garb of antiquity, to attract the notice of the pass- 
ing traveller. But much of the effect as a religious 
ruin, is lost by the appearance of population : num- 
bers of poor families, belonging to the adjoining cop- 
per works, take up their abode within its walls; and 
the emotions of veneration, which would otherwise 
naturally arise in the nfiind, are absorbed in attention 
to the looks of distress, and the cries of misery. 

Near the town stands Gnoll Castle, upon a com- 
manding situation, formerly the Roman station of 
Mdum ; and some of the fortifications are included 
in the park. It is an elegant modern structure, 
lately belonging to the Mackworth family, but trans- 
ferred by marriage to that" of Henbufy Lee. Glyn 
and Gwm Nedd were fcirmerly celebrated for their 
romantic beauties : but the opening of collierieSj, 
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erecting forges and smelting houses^ and numerous 
^her works of Vulcan, have driven the Naiads and 
Dryads from their pleasing retreats. A canal runs 
through the vale to Furno Vaughauy and is now be- 
ing extended from Neath to Briton Ferry : this ac- > 
companying the river at a small disunce, from the 
deadness of its waters, and the formality of its line, 
abridges considerably the beauty of the vale. Yet 
we could not justly regret this intrugjon of art, whea 
we were informed that, previous to this work, the 
mines of iron, lead, coal, &c. with which this 
country abounds, were very partially worked,' and 
little productive to their respective proprietors. From 
the great difficulty, and consequent expence, of 
land carriage for such ponderous articles, in a coun-> 
try where draft is impeded by a recurrence of hills, 
a conveyance by water to a market was necessary to 
render profitable what before was useless, or of 
small value. The transportation being easy, the 
consumption will be increased ; and improvements 
thus gradually extended to the interior parts of the 
country. The various works of coal, iron, copper, 
vitriol, alum, &c. while they increase the capital of 
the country, afford employment to the numerous 
poor: in such cases the fuhUc^ as well as private^ 
advantages of canals are demonstrably evident. Yet 
I am siiU of opinion^ that the time will come when our 
fostertiy will smile at the flan of making an artificial 
river by the side of a natural one ; and the more rational 
scheme h$ adopted^ of rendering those which Nature 
has made^ fit for all the purposes of inland navigation^ 
Near Neath is the small neatchurch of Cadoxton 
or St. Cadoc*s Town, where, over a monument, is a 
very singular epitaph : it is no less than the whole pedi^ 
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gree af the family of WlUiams ; and, as it exhibits in a^ 
strong point of vievir the vanity which too often aocom^' 
panics greatness, and the prevalent folly of which the^ 
Welsh are reproached, I will present you with a* 
copy. ** As long as a Welsh pedigree** is an old 
proverb ; and as a specimen take the following, en*, 
graved on sheets of copper in this church : 

^' Waiting for the second coming of our blessed 
Saviour, lieth Llewelyn Williams, of DyfFryn in this* 
parish, Gent, whose soul departed this life the llth* 
day of Dec. l625 : and his body is interred with 
several of his* ancestors in this church. He was, by 
paternal descent in issue male, son in the tenth de- 
gree to Rees, the son of Jestyn ap Gwrgan, the last 
Prince and Lord of Glamorgan of British blood. 
And by his maternal descent in issue male, he was 
«bn in the like degree to Prince Conan, the son of 
Jago, King of North Wales, by^ Ranulph, the 
daughter of Alfred, King of Dublin. His wifo was 
Gwladis, the daughter of Evan ap William Sir 
Howcl Goch, by his wife Mault Cadogan ; by whom 
he had seven sons and four daughters, from whom 
are descended a numerous issue, now living in thi& 
parish and county^ and in Monmouthshire and 
Caermarthenshire. All his sons, except the elde^tj 
took his christian for their sirname, according to the 
eld British and Welsh method.* 

*^ H^ere also lieth the body of William Williams, 
eldest son of the said Llewelyn and Gwladis, who 
departed this Ufe the 14th day of August, ]643« 
His wife was Bridget, daughter of Lewis Eyans^ 
pf Montgomeryshire, Esq. 

f Vide Remark— Tour in Ncjlh Widf f j 
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^^ And als6 lieth the body of Charles WiIIiam8| 
eldest son of the said William and @ridget^ wbp 
died the 29th day of Marcb^ 1699. ^*^ ^^^^ ^^? 
Joap, daughter of Sir Edward Aubrey, knight^ by 
dame Jane^ his wife, daughter and heir to William 
Havard^ of Tre* Domin, Esq. 

^* And also lieth the body of Phillip Williams, 
Esq. second son of the said William, who died the 
34th day of April, l658. He was first married to 
Margaret, daughter of David Powell of Lapdow, 
Qct\U by Anne^ the daughter of Lupon Evans, of 
Ne^tb, Esq. by Margaret his wife, sister to Sir Wilr 
liam Herbert, secretary of state to Queen Elizabeth; 
and by the said Margaret had William Williams, who 
died the 31st of January 1668, and lieth buried here, 

^^ The second wife of the said Phillip, was Rose, 
daughter to Morgan Cradpck, of Cheritoii, Esq. Jby 
Anne his wife, daughter of William Prichard, of 
Caerwent, Esq. by his yvifc J^ne, the daughter of 
Sir Thomas Stradling, of St. Dopat's, Knight, by 
his wife dame Catharine, the daughter of Sir Thon^as 
Gamage, Knight, lord of Co3^ty, by dame Margaret 
his wife, daughter to Sir John St. John, Knight ; by 
whom he had issue Phillip Williams, now living, 
anno 1707:^ af whose charge this inscription is now 
revived. 

" And here also lieth the body of the said Rose, 
wife of the said Phillip, who departed this life the 
^4th day of March, 168O. She was, by her said 
mother, descended from John of Gaunt, duke of 
I^ncaster, king of Castile and Leon, and son to 
King Edward III. king of England^ 

** The said Morgan Cradock, ' father of the said 
Rose, was desccQdedj in issue male, from the valiant 
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Prince Jestyn, by his secom} ventre of the said 
princes. The said Sir Howel was also ancestor to 
Judge Jenkins of Hensol, by bis mother, sister to 
the above-mentioned Gwladys. 

** Here also liefh the body of the above-mentioned 
Phillip Williams, Esq, who departed this life, the 
0tb day of November, 1717 !" 

A strong inclination possesses' the bosom of the 
Welsh to preserve their descents, and an assiduous 
care not to lose the memory of their ancestors, which 
they certainly derive from great antiquity. In this 
they follow the custom of the Hebrews : and did we 
not discover a sufficient cause for this attention, in 
the law of Gavel-kind, where, from collateral heri- 
tage, the ascertaining the right of property must be 
more difficult than the more regular descents in the 
English code : I should be inclined to urge this as a 
cogent reason for supposing them an early colony 
from that original people. Were it not the custom 
to abuse the Welsh, and scarcely allowable to make 
comparisons that reflect on our own pride and vanity, 
we might discover the same foible in others : per-r 
baps in ourselves. It may have been carried amongst 
the Welsh to an extent that bespeaks an excess of 
family vanity :* for, as a shrewd historian has observed, 
" A Welsh gentletnan will climb up by the ladder 
of his pedigree into princely extraction ; and that it 
may be said, Men are made heralds in other countries^ 
but horn so in ff^ales. But a long pedigree ought to 
have broad possessions;, that a sympathy might ap-r 

* The number of Welsh pedigrees registered in the herald's 
oflu:« is : — Clarehceox side • • 65^0 
Norroy ditto . . ; 1223 

Total, 7773 
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peal* between the extraction and the estate." Other- 
wise it has been a custom nof exclusively peculiar to 
the JVelshi since it has been practised both by 
ancient and modern nations. The Saxon genealogists 
trace the pedigree of King Ethelwulph up to Adam, 
according to Matthew of Westminster, who in like 
manner derives the descent of OfFa a king of Mercia, 
This surely must be esteemed the ne plus ultra of 
family distinctions. ^J^^ 

The direction of the vale of Nedd is dissimil^ 
most others in this part of the kingdom ; for miles it 
is nearly rectilinear ; consequently a considerable 
portion^ both above and below, may be seen at once« 
But still, whether you look up or down, the prospect 
is widely different. To the south the various m^nu- 
factories, agents, and workmen's houses ; ' vessel^ 
going out and coming in, the a^stuary opening through 
the woods produce a cheerful variety in the coup ) 
d'ceil; while turning to the north, the eye ts charmed 
with verdant slopes, craggy rocks, and crystal streams ^ 
diversified by here and there a cultivated farm, or 
rustic cotUige. The tumult and noise of engines 
and hammers is succeeded by the sounds of, rapid 
streams issuing down the collateral cwms, or the 
roaring of distant waterfalls, that pour, in angry 
foam, their waters to the Nedd. Parsing the incon- 
siderable falls of the Dylis, and the Clcdaugh, with 
various mines of coal and iron, the vale assumes a 
wilder aspect, rocks and precipices take place of 
woods and meads, and the hills assume the character 
of mountains. A dark looking rock called. Craig y , 
jLlyn arose in sullen . grandeur to the right ; and a 
jittle to the north-east of it is a lake of about half a 
piile in length, and one third in breadth, called Llyn 
3 
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ydwr: and immediately the small village of Pont 
Ned Pj/chan greets the eye of theinquisitive traveller. 
Near this place, on the banks of the Ncdd, are some 
curious intrenchmentson each side the river, a mile in 
length, and about Haifa mile in breadth. They consist 
of high walls or banks running parallel with the 
. within arc accompanied by mounds of 
, stones of different sizes, on the average 
o four yards long, one yard to two in width, 
gh. Agriculture has infringed upon some 
at those remaining are still numerous. It 
has been conjectured that this must have been a 
Roman encampment, and a Roman road called Sarn 
Helen, a few miles off,-has been adduced as justifying 
such a conjecture. But there are no traces of that 
people near, and these works are in a very different 
style to all the Roman fortifications I have ever 
surveyed^ They are evidently British, being like 
several oihersin Wales, particularly those nearCorwen 
in Denbighshire, occupied by the Welsh forces when 
they opposed those of King Henry II. encamp- 
ed on the Berwyy; probably a British intrenched 
camp to defend this pass to the interior, after the 
country to the south tvas in possession of;^be Anglo- 
Normans. Descending into the vale, which now be- 
comes interesting from tbe beauty and grandeur of 
its scenery, \.\\q caiaxaci. of Scoienogam, or more pro- 
perly Ysgwd EineoH Gam, salutes you : the fall of the 
fiver Purdden, one of those numerous streams with 
which the valley of Neath abounds. It is distant 
from Pont Neath-vychan about a mile and a half^ 
dn^d is approached by a difficult- path, down a steep 
declivity through brushwood and .brambles, till yott 
arrive at the foot of a dark perpendicular rock. A 



' WaUrfaUs. 137 

chasm presents itself in front of this, through which 
the river precipitates itself over a ledge of rock full 
eighty feet into the pool beneath. The verdure of 
the wooded glen above the fail, contrasted with the 
bare rocks in the vidinity, contribute to heighten the 
effects of the scene. A short distance from this is 
another of inferior magnitude, called the Ladies Cas- 
cade; but as there is scarcely a stream but what has 
one or mbrb to boast of, you will be desirous to bear 
of those only the most singular and worthy of obser- 
vation. Three miles to the northward, the varied 
noise of numerous falls reminds you, that you are not 
far from the admired ones of the Hepste. The one 
called the Lower Hepste-fall is a little above the truly 
picturesque spot, where the rivers Hcpste and Fildda 
join. The character of this stupendous eataract 
differs widely from the one of Scotenogam ? ^he 
river, after rains, swells into a mighty torrent, which 
divided and impeded in its descent by lofty projecting 
rocks, dashes its perturbed waters upon detached 
fragments strewed in the glen beneath, and mantling 
into tumultuous foam, bedews the adjacent hills with 
the spray* 

A quarter of a mile above is the upper Hepste- 
fall,* which from the singular attendant circum- 
stances may vie with the celebrated fall^ amidst the 
Alps or Apennines. It is formed by the whole river 
Hepste flowing in one broad expanse of water, forty 
feet wide, over an even ledge of rock about sixty feet 
high. It precipitates itself with such projectile force^ 
as to leave a considerable space between the perpen* 

* 

, * Both these are called Cul-Hepste from Cal a Welsh word, 
iignifying contractidnm, «i the x'iy^r Uiu bQth these plaget^ \>j tb» 
adjacent rocks. 
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diciilar rock and the . pool beneath : this aqueous 
arch IS a commoti path for men and cattle^ who find 
a nearer cut by this extraordinary road to the neigh<» 
bouring villages. Passing over the hill that separates 
the vale of the Feldda from that of the Hepste, you 
discover another fall of equal magnificence, but of 
a very different feature. The bed of the Feldda is 
divided by a rock into two unequal parts : thfe one 
collecting itself into a narrow compass, rdllsgradually 
down a declivous bed in murmuring leisure. While 
the of her part, meeting with a ledge, falls perpen- 
dicularly more than forty feet, and expands itself into 
a sheet of near a hundred feet broad ; and rushing 
into the pool beneath, struggles in angry roar, amidst 
enormous fragments of rocks, till it rejoins its partner 
in the distant glen. - Where, as if it were determined 
to assume the most; grotesque shapes, and astonish by 
its singularity as well as grandeur, it rushes with 
great violence through a fissure in a rock, that shuts 
in the vale called PortJi Ogo^ and suddenly disap^ 
4)ears. Here, like the classical Alpheus,* it takes a 
•ubterraneous course, bids a temporary adieu to day, 
and leaves the beholder in silent admiration^ How 
far it thus secl'etly flows you are prevented from 
flvcertaining, !^^he guide informs you that he has 
penetrated mbre' than half a mile, but 'found the 
various windings so numerous, that he judged it pru- 
dent to return, lest, if he proceeded further, he should 
«hare the fate of a man, who was lost for thespac^ of 

* The chref fcnmtain of the river Jordan lost itself under 
ground, sinking at Phiale, and emerging at Paneas, And the 
•Ceiko in Achaia, fLow% through a cave &ktiilar to this, and 
d«ing a few miles 4i^at^ flows into the ^ean ^ea.— ^id Strabo^ 
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tlree days^ and when founds nearly exhausted with • 
fatigue and hunger. 

In a uarrow cwm, through which flows the srnaH- 
river DyrmaSf is a curiouB phenomenon in geology, 
called Bwa Maen, or the Curved Rock. * The Sur- 
rounding scenery consists of high calcareous rocks* 
covered in many places with verdure, shrubs^ and 
forest trees ; and the more elevated parts aflbrdjng 
shelter to ravens, daws, herons, and other birds, 
fond of inaccessible situations. From this general 
linfe, a single rock, about one hundred feet in height, 
and eighty in breadth, protrudes itself, in which the 
stratification differs from those adjoining. The strata 
of those vary from horizontal to vertical, through all 
the intermediate angles of inclination ; but in this^ 
they take different dips, so as to assume an appearance 
like a magnificent Gothic arch. The strata for a fe^ 
yards preserve the same inclination as they recede 
from the front, till again assuming the horizontal 
shape the whole is closed. These rocks, at the foot 
of which the Dynnas flows, consist of that species of 
stones called Marble lAmej composed of calcareous 
earth, bitumen, and a small portion of iron ; and 
when polished are of a dove dark grey, or black 
colour, as the bitumen more or less abounds. This 
is conveyed to London, and sold from twelve to 
twenty shillings the square foot. 

The sea being out, we proceeded over the Fand??, 
under the Kilvay hill, and ferrying over the Tawy, 
entered the town of Swansea ; the faculties more 
awake when abroad, circumstances strike, which 

* There is a rei^rkable arched rock like this with similar 
itrata above it, near High Methop, ia the count/ of Westmor- 
land. 
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perhaps would pass unnoticed at home* , In the street 
our attention was called by a shrill voice, an octave 
higher t|mn is usual on such occasions, dilivering a 
story of considerable length • Hastening to the spot^ 
we found it was thc; crier cf the town^ a female^ 
announcing to the public thfe arrival of a cargo of 
goods, which were then selling on the quay for ready 
money. Whether this appointment was made in 
compliment to the sex, or the Corporation miglit 
think the office would be more ably filled, I know 
not, but the circumstance of a herault femelle did 
not fail to excite the risibility of the party. 

Situated in a-imost charming bay, in an angle be- 
tween two hills on the north-western\bank of the 
river Tawy, the town is defended from the chilling 
blasts; and the south wind coming over an expanse 
of water renders the air mild ; a^nd the soil for the 
most part sand or gravel, the place must naturally be 
congenial to health. It is called by the Welsh Aber 
Tawy. Its present name is derived, according to 
Camden, from the number of porpoises frequenting 
the bay, as if Swein or Stvine-sea. By others, from 
the smoothness of the waters in the bay, as if Swan- 
sea. Might I hazard a conjecture, I should suppose 
it formerly called Swaug-sea^ from Swang an old word 
signifying a green sand or marshy sometimes over- 
flowed ; and the traces that the present bay was 
once a wood, numbers of stools of large trees being 
> yet visible, would lead to such a conjecture. Its 
origin is buried in equal doubt and obscurity. The 
remains of its castle, one part of which is fitted up for 
, - debtors, and the other used as a house of industry, is 
, : said to have been erected by Henry Beaumont, Earl 

i' of Warwick, in the reign of King Henry L who 

7 . ^ : 
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also fortifiecl the town. The remains are a few old 
walls, and one massy tower with a ourious parapet of 
Gothic arches at top, similar to that of Lantphey. 
Part of the ruins of an abbey have been taken down, 
to open a communication between Goat-street and 
Castle Bailey. These were now fitted up by some 
emigrant French priests, as a catholic chapel: It 
was an hospital founded by Henry de Gower, bishop 
of St. David's, A. D.1332, and dedicated to St. Da- 
vid ; valued 26th of Henry VIII. at 20l. per annum-, 
by Dugdale and Speed, both of whom call it Swansea 
Guardinatus ; which induced Tanner to style it an 
hospital of the Knight Templars. * 

The town is a borough, the corporation consist- 
ing of a portreeve, recorder, twelve aldermen, two 
chamberlains, and an unlimited number of burgesses. 
It is well built, and has an increasing population of 
more than seven thousand people : and from the 
spaciousness of it« streets, the appearance of the 
buildings, and the'beauty of its situation, may be 
considered as the first town in South Wales. Though 
long a place of some shipping trade, yet within the 
last twenty years it has increased in its commercial 
importance with almost unexampled rapidity; as 
will appear from the entries at the Custom House 
for that period. The number of vessels that cleared 
out in 1763 was 694, consisting of 30,681 tons. 



* The right hand side of Castle Bailey is a rule^ as it is 
termed 5 or an extent for debtors^ similar to the Fleet and King's 
Bench in London. Thus privileged, the houses in this part of 
the town let at high rents. This is said to have arisei^ out of tlie 
suppressed privilege of ^fliic/uarj/ ^ but more probably from the 
military tenure of the castle, and the powers usually annexed to 
sueh places. 

M 
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J9QQ» the 4MppQ§«4 nurftber w^^ 3000, QQPfii^Ung; of 

abpm ^op,Q0O tons.. Tbc? trad^ ia pciwipally with 
JUumAp^ the coasts of DcYcm ^nd ClomwaJ),, Bri«tol| 
(relaqd ^pd ttiQ l(4tic. Au aUempt wa9 nmde l>}^ 
9(mG, spirited iadWidiij^U (oi qoq[v^ in for n gha;^e ef 
t>e We^Jnd» tf^cj Uut oQt beipg awppwted \i$ 
tboBQ iiu^re^ted in tbe sch^rpi^i \X proved abortive, 
9^d is; DQW tPtaUy rejinquiibed. There wqpq somQ 
80 i^gaioc <m the f>cc9sipQ» s^ ^Q sup^^e^ ib^t 19. ^ 
few yes^ it wpuld b9Me l¥^QOii|je. e^ aucccssful ri W tp 
the port of 3ri9tQ)^ 9ut such Qvigbt b^ve been 
justly asked, if they <rt/^r d^jiculaied P The water vk 
not au^ciently deep W the bar? except at hjgh 
9prUi^ tide^i to admit ship^ of totiqage adequate (0 
sttcb a tr^de. Aod if they employed smaU fsisse)^ 
U ijtji the proportioa. of hands nnust be oompar?^ 
ijyely tOQ great fpr the tQpnage; theq wbere w<3Mld 

thQ advauuge qf freight e^st ? Not tp. roe^Mpn* 
th^t most pf the article^ which ^rlviq at ©ri^tpl Ucm 

that qtiarter, are the produK?^* pf estates, wbo^e i^n 
sii(Dple i$ ioi t^e hand$ of the merebaots. Thea 

look at the Ipc^l; advantages of Brijstd ; sitimtcd 

n^ar the confluence of two navig^bjie rjverSi which 

opci9. to ka^ thc^ very b#aj:t pfthe KiagdQiHi and by 

\\k^ &|sy cpnveyaoce of bPth efforts, and imports, 
tbe^^ grand uiart pf the kingdom is decidedly fixe4 
there : and it must be her own fault if any other 
port outrival her, or even arrive at a. respectable 

&iat^ of competitipn^ 
Under ani act QbtaiDad fpr tb« Hurpoac, the pos( 

of Swansea has recd ved con^deimble improvemeot ; 
but much remains to be done iq compliele the ori* 
ginal plao. Various powers are vested in the haads 



of trustees, enabling them to raise 13000I. by a taai 
on vessels passing tl|e bar. Regular pilots have been 
appointedj a ligbt-house erecfed on the Munibles 
Head ; and a (Her built on the north ireafecn side of 
the riter^ and another abont being buth on the op^ 
posiie side, for the purpose of increasing the depth 
c£ water e& the bar ; and io extend the capacity of 
the harbour^ leaving only a passage between the 
Borrows and Salthouse point of seventy yards. What 
liaa alr^dy been done, and the money that ba^ beeh 
expendedjt proves how inadequate a sum laOQOi* was 
to answer so extensive a scheq»e. Another appliea^ 
tion has been made to parhftmen^t for an extensfon, of 
powers^ ami to enaUe tbe truetee^ to raisQ cxHitribu^ 
liofia on vessels passing the Nash Potuu and down 
CbaiibeU for tbe support of tihe ligbt-bouseiH This 
pbn of improvement was^ suggested by a^ Ci^ptai* 
Hoddart^ and when completed will doubtless a^ord 
voy great advanti^es to tbe place* At present^ the 
spring tides give about thiffteea feet w^ter on the 
bar ; and a brig dF IQO tons burthea is calted the 
Comnmdw$ af the port. The Tawejs is tvavl^abte 
only for two nnles above bar^ on the banks of which 
are convenient quays^ and slips for the shipping and 
unshipping of goods ; and this part of tbe river ia 
what is termed the hariwr $/ S^am^a, The im- 
ports consist of tallow, hides, cattle, bacon5 &e« from 
Ireland; tin, clay^ and copper ore from Cornwall; 
grocery,/ bale goods, and utensils from Bristol ; ita 
exports^ of coal, mlm^ lirae^ iron, copper^ rotten 
stone, and earthen ware. The conveyance of these 
ponderous articles is facilit^ed by mean^ of a canal 
on the western bank of the Tawey, accompanying it 
to Hennyoedd in Brecknockshire and a shorter cut^ 
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private property, on the eastern bank, extending to 
Meath. The stone toals of this country are of a 
peculiar nature. In burning/ they cast a great heat^ 
with little light, and scarcely any perceptible smoke. 
When ignited they are easily extinguished, having 
less bitumen in their composition than those of 
other countries. For the parlour they are not de- 
sirable, but for the. purposes of drying malt, hops, 
&c. they are highly valuable.- The demand for 
these, from the opposite coast of England,- and also 
Ireland, is much greater than the supply ; as those 
places are served at a reasonable rate from the great 
advantage of back freights. They are^ sold by the 
weigh of 6 chaldrons, or 2l6 bushels {about ten tons y) 
and delivered on the quay at the moderate price of 
two pounds nine shillings per weigh. Those that 
are carried round the Land's-end to Cornwall, are 
there sold^ for 2l. 12s. the Cornish weigh of two 
chaldrons, subject to a rider of five shillings and six- 
pence duty. A drawback of five per cent is how- 
ever allowed on all that are purchased for the use of 
the mines. Culm* which is used by smiths and lime 
burners, is sold considerably cheaper ; lisually from 
thirty to. forty shillings the weigh, according to the 
quality. On each there is an allowance of sixpence 
per ton, as a grrtuity to the master of the vessel. 
The largest colliery is'at Ventre^ the property of Mr. 
Morris of Clasmont. The whole hill is full' of coal, 
and is obtained by what miners term open audits, 
i* c. borizontal shafts driven into the hill, which form 

/ • 

* Calm consists of the shiver iiigs of the coal generally found 
in the extremity of the veins, which ramify and diminish in 
size, like the branches of a tree. This is the case of all min«- 
rals dipping in an inclination from east to west. • 
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levels for draining the work, as well as ways for the 
delivery of the coal. There are within, some verti- 
cal shafts^ beneath these levels, and whimsies have 
given way to a more philosophical and expeditious 
machine, the improved steam engine of Bolton and 
Watt. One of these audits, which we traced about 
a mile in length, admits low waggons, holding a 
chaldron each, which running on an iron railway, 
oqe horse with ease deliversat the quay. Swansea 
has to boast of few public or elegant buildings ; 
the old ruinous market-house in the centre of one 
of its principal streets, is a disgrace to the place. 
The church is however a handsome structure. Here 
are several places, of worship for various denomina^i- 
tions of dissenters; here are also a free-school and 
a theatre. Near the river is an iron work, belonging 
to Mr. Ruby, having a large overshot wheel, more 
than forty feet iq diameter. To this was attached 
a foundcry, now removed to Llanelly. A large pot- 
tery on the plan of Wedgwood*s is in a flourishing 
condition, under the auspices of the ingenious Mr. 
Hayqes: and an extensive brewery furnishes beer 
for home^ consumption and exportation. But the 
prodigious manufactories of Copper, brass, and SpeU 
ter, erected on the banks of the river, contribute 
Jargely to support the rising importance of this place. 
There are eight large houses in the immediate vici- 
nity. 1st. Brass wire work, by Hurford and Co. 
2d. Belonging to the Biniiingham Mining Com- 
pany. 3d. To the Birmingham Rose Company. 
4th. To Mr. Morris of Clasmont. 5th. Ta Messrs. 
Williams and Hughes. 6th. To Freeman and Com- 
pany. 7th. To Mr. Williams. 8th, To Roe and 
Co. Itjiaving been found more advantageous -to 
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bring the ore to the coal, than take th^ coal to tfai 
ore^ ivhicfa is brought from Cornwall here for the 
purpose of 8tnelting, the annual quantity imported 
n estimated at 6o,OOQ tond^ which produce about 
6000 tonil of pure copper ; the Cornish ore being 
to ricb> as to airei^age ooe«tenth pare metal. * ' The 
best oi^ea are those which contain the gteatest por-i. 
tion of sulphur ; and those which contain the largest 
{Knrtion of iron, the worst. The grand secret of 
smelting consists in disengaging the greatest quan^ 
tity of copper from the ore^ at the least expense^ 
which is done by mixing ores of very different quii'>- 
lities together in such proportions as that the one shall 
furnish a flux for the other. Thus a large portion 
bf sulphur in one, will form an afimity with the iron 
of another; and the copper consequently be disen^^ 
gaged froni both: a great part of which, without 
this precaution^ would be retained in the slag. The 
ore before it is reduced to merchantable copper, un^ 
dergoes virions processes. It has undergone that of 
stamping and washing before it is shipped. Hers 
first bavfhg been mixed in due proportions, it is 
placed in a reverberatory furnace, heated to a degree 
sufHcient to throw off a portion of its sulphur; It is 
then removed to another called a calciner, and sub* 
jected to a greater degree of heat ; which volatilizes 
more of its sulphur, and the arsenic it niay contain. 
The disengagement of the latter becomiK evident 
by the strong smell of garlU perceivable in the at^ 
mosphere. It i6 then exposed ta a still greater heat, 
which disengages either of the above substances, 

* That of Parts Mountain ih Angleisea averages seldom mofe 
ttaA 3 per cent > and also requires several sSofttbs .roasting^ |^ 
fit rid of lis vyurwaa coMlriaaliims* 
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tTiat m^y b^ in tn6tt intSrhat^ combination ; Attd 
which tLYt fi6t tieutmlittd by bthdr UubStftnceS. It 
is then thV-otvD itttb thfe orefurnate^ and tfeduced to 
a reguhi or metftlUc tnoftS, compdsfed df 'C^& itt 
unbn with tin and iron. Thb il th« fim nuetAltk^ 
Statt, atid it ii fun in ^r^ulds ti sifted «lit)d^ iThe 
ffeFiise is tertned x&^, cbttteihittg Mtofe ooppti*^ with 
an bcterbgetiebu'd mi^tut« OTemh and AietAl. Thift 
i$ broken, for exilnliniEitioii, 6nd the most valuabl'e r^ 
smelted. ^ Tht f^gulds iid then pladed ih the fiteldi 
furnace^ and the slag taken off with ladlM> hs il du)D- 
£«6dive1y ris^ t3 tll« ^uHaci^, WhHe lh« iron afld tin 
becttme disigtigdged,%nd M^biside at \ht bbttbih df the 

f\!iriiiicb. Fioth the itieul farntci. it te cdtivtytd 

ittto fl^t bbldrig M6i)ld%, tod bast iaM MkM or 

tiles 1 ih which stat^ it i8 feetit to market ^ |tiienii 

ii^e. But fyt ^rticitlat' f tti^pO^el^ it taCldDfgM^ ft 
sUll further refifiing prdceM. It ib tbVeVed With 
charcoal pbwdef, and fe-6fndted> beiftf k^pt stirred 

the while with Mr eh tree palts dr ^m Whether 
the ehavcbdl be the caUse^ br the V«|etBbl(l aeid 
ftetrt the wood cbmmutiicatfeS an)^ facW prirteiplft, I 
haire tibt befen able t5 Ifcarii ; but it ttertairtly urt- 
dergde^ah alteration by this proteiii acquiring A 
prdpefty of Softtie^S arid diictility* It id thw mil 
through peffbrated iron patis^ and eabt itlto h&nih^f^ 
for the dsg of the brass wife makers? 0<* made fugged 
by dropping the tnelted metal ih watef-j fbr better 
uniting with calamine^ in the manufacturing of 

* A work ^fil ^rntdd in the yicinitf of Neath for farther 
dlsengagibg thd remaining c6pper fit)m the slagf but it was 
quickly discovered, that the qtlahtity gaihed was very inadequate 
to the expense incurred* 



/ 
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brass. The number of hands employed in these 
works is upwards df a thousand ; and as some of the 
ptocesses require several days attendance each, tke 
men are under the necessity of working, as in glass 
houses, by watches: sleeping or resting six hours, 
and wQrking six. But the wages are not sufficient 
for the great fatigue and iinhealthincss of this em- 
ploytnent. The houses of persons employed in these, ' 
and the adjacent collieries form a considerable and 
populous place, called from the chief proprietor 
Morrice Town, 

■: I am apprehensive in thus detailing the description 
of these Cyclopean operations, I have forfeited with 
the Swanseans all pretensions to taste; and all hope 
of future favour. For it is the wish of the inhabit- 
ants, that Swansea .should be viewed in the light of 
a fashionable resort^ rather than as a trading towji ; 
and a bathing placfe, rather than a sea-port. Nu-^ 
merous houses are fitted up as lodgings for those dis- 
posed to visit this maritime spot, and some in the 
Burrows * are n>eat and pleasant ; commanding a 
view both of the river and bay. But the distance 
from the only situation eligible for the machines 
being more than a mile, renders these inconvenient 
for valetudinarians. The corporation, therefore, 
were induced to erect a large building near the 
spot, for the further accommodation of the delicate, 
called the bathing home. The view from hence in- 

* Tkis \(ras a beautiful lawn with gravel walks^ laid out at 
the public expense. But in November 1795, a high spring 
tide came in with a south-west wind, inundated this pdrt en* 
tirely; and threatened to drown all the lower part of the town. 
Sinc^ that the stones and gravel left by the retiring waters hav9 
never been removed. 
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dudes the bay and parts of the surroundingcountry: 
and the assembly room forms a pleasing promenade 
for the company at the house, in unfavourable *wea* 
ther. Th*e price of lodgings, terms of bathing, fees 
for guides, &c. are under the regulatioq of a com«< 
mittee, appointed by the corporation. Price of 
bathing, two hours before and two hours after higd 
water, Qd. ; guide, 6d. At every other state of tide> 
is., and 6d. the guide. Board at the public table, 
with one sleeping room, 25s. per week each person ; 
and if a private parlour is'requircd, 10$, 6d. addition 
for the same. The company at times are numerous 
and genteel. 

You will now suppose I am got into a fashionable 
place like Weymouth, surrounded by the blandish- 
ments of gaiety and pleasure : but descriptions some- 
times lead to wrong estimates. If we enter into a 
comparison between this place and the favourite 
spot of the royal family, it must be made by a list of 
negatives. No hot rolls and delicate pats of bptter 
salute you in the morning; no crabs, lobsters^ prawns, 
and other delicious fish, at dinner ; no gentle air- 
ings to Wick and Upway ; no parties to the romantic 
beauties of Lul))rorth Cove ; no aquatic excursions, 
to bear the beautiful effect of music on the water, 
while the r^yal band is playing on the Esplanade ; 
napublic breakfasts, . and dancing to the sound of 
pipe and tabor, on the green ; no regattas or fre- 
quent military reviews ; no balls on board frigates, 
and dining on board men of war. In short, after 
stating that there is a tolerable sandy beach, ma- 
chines indifFeremly kept, dressing rooms for the 
sick, and lodgings for those in health, the rest miist 
be imagined not experienced. No horses, no carr 
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riages, no plefisure-botis ;^ XHn a smgle JcoombiK^ 
dDtioti pro|>er for the omvliIeBcent^ «^ desirable fer 
the fG^usc. A total imtttention to the oom^brtft ^nd 
cenv^titefx:e6 of the comfKiny is mtoifeit ki tJioee 
most interested in the coftoern ; and a perfect epetb]^ 
to the manifold biemings procuriible by exwtion too 
erideotly exists among the iniiebitants of Swensba^ 
As a proof of the former amidst nomerous instamcM 
that might be addacedi ia the path y6a have to de^* 
•cend from the bathing-hoose to the maohinest 
which is qver a i^idge of looee limestone pebUce^ 
thrown up like a wall at the inundation before^fkieii'* 
tiooed ; and which to ladies is so formidable^ as 
often to itiduce them to go a mile round, rather 
than encounter the difficuUies of a short space. A 
few days* labour of one man would remove this in^ 
oonrenience. As a proof of the latter^ I need oaly 
mention, that the bay round the Mumbles Headi 
and the proximate bays, abound with ail sOrtS of 
fish ; yet Swansea is worse supplied than pefhape 
almost any inland tdwn, of its sise, in the kingdotn» 
A great objection against this place for bathing ia 
the flatness of the shore, rendering it very ioeon*^ 
venient to bathe^ but neat two houfs flood and 
ebb. This defect has been in a degree supplied, by 
the public spirit of Messrs. Coles and Haynes> of 
the Cambrian Pottery, who have, erected in the 
lower part of the town, near their manufactory, two 
hot and cold sea-water baths^ by means of condaits' 

* YotL may sotDetimesj bj great exertion and persuasion, in* 

dace the idle fellows, as a particular farour, to go oat. Bat 

such is their fear, that they n6v6r venture far > and such their 

' tiiifikilfatneiss, that mdre thaa one Ifist^ilce hds Cleaned of the 

party beihg dwsmped* ' 

5 



tfarbugh the qiny walls ; and Well oohstructed putn^ 
bare been added for partial or shower bathing, ad fit 
fiath* To obviate any objection from an idea that th6 
water of the river might not be so good as in the bayi 
it appears from an analysis, that at high water it cmtaim 
dn equal portkn of salt with the same quantity, taken 
uf at the fier head.^ The terms of bathing in the 
cold bath are : with a fire in the dressing room, is^ 
dd; without fire, is.; guide/ 6d^ In the warm 
bath, with fire, 8s. ( without, as. ; guide, 6d. These 
have afforded additional accommodations for the in^ 
valid ; but the distant part of the town in which 
fhey are situated, renders them much less eligible 
than if they had been iloade between the bathing-*- 
house and the pier bead. Since these improvemeutft 
have taken place, Swansea has been pronounced, by 
womt of the resident faculty, the most complete 
bathing place in the kingdom : but whether this is 
not z more interested than accurate account, I leftlre 
jbr. decision to those who may have opportunities of 
ascertaining the fact* The volumes of smoke from 
the different manu&otories contribute to make 
Swansea, if not an unwholesome, a very disagree-^ 
able place of residence. It quite changes the face 
of tbc country: vegetation forsakes the surrounding 
hiils^ {at % more genial atmosphere ; and the scene 

* UHl i< stftCed updti the authority of aoaie medical gentle* 
Bicfti of the place^ who i^ubj^sfaed tbe above opinion. Bdt #hea 
it is considered, that there is always a body of fre^h water coin« 
ing down the river^ here very narrow, and that at times it may 
be almost equal to the opposing tide, common sense might decide 
the qoestion^ without having recourse to analysis : utiless thes4 
arch cfasfiuits eaU prt^^^ that fresh and tfalt water cannot iater« 

mis. 
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^ barrenness^ for miles in the exposed directiorr, 
li^yidently declares how deleterious the effects are to 
vegetable life. But bow far the analogy bears with 
animated nature, has not been discovered: I have 
been informed, by judicious persons resident here, 
that tbeseefHuvia are seldom known. to be injurious, 
even to the persons immediately employed ; and that 
casfes have occprred, where some in ill-health, par- 
ticularly pulmonary patients, have received very es- 
sential benefit from breathing this atmosphere. We 
were shewn a man in apparent good health, who, 
previous to his engaging in this eniployi had a coo- 
firmed phthisis ; and being persuaded that breathing 
this air would be beneficial, he obtained leave to do 
what be could, and in coq3equence recovered. The 
gasses disengaged are those of sulphur, arsenic, and 
volatilized sulphat of copper : arid in a complaint, 
that under all systems of medicine has proved an 
opprobrium medicorum^ surely it is worth enquiry^ how 
far the inhaling these gaseous substances, either 
singly or combined, or disengaging them in the 
stomach, may tend to eradicate the cause, off snch 
complaints, or alleviate their symptoms. The ex- 
ternal use of sulphat of copper ,has performed won* 
ders in ill-conditioned ulcers \ and I have witnessed 
instances, in the ntighhomhooA^ oi conglobate glands^ 
which have been pronounced incurable, speedily and 
permanently healed by this simple application, » in 
conjunction with the commou dressings. How this 
is effected, whether from the astringent nature of 
this substance contracting the orifices of the lym- 
phatics, or by its stimulus superinducing a retrograde 
action, may become a subject for the inquisitive 
physiologist* The facts I relate', and an analogical 



Sivani^a Bay. 1 73 

investigation/ might prove beneiicial to the science 
of meilicine, and the cause of suffering humanity. 

The Bay of Swansea is a most delightful object, 
whether you view it towards the sea, or take your 
station in ^ boat at the entrance of it. The back 
ground is highly gratifying to the eye of Taste. It 
has been compared to the Bay of Naples, and the 
comparison to those who have seen both, must be 
striking. The smoke from the different manufac- 
tories, which ^t night appear so many distinct scenes ' 
(rf smoke and flame, give you an idea of the Sol- 
fateras in the vicinity of Vespvius. The number of 
vessels tacking about the bay, as they go out^ or 
come in at the different states of tide, form a pleas« 
ing and lively picture. We traversed the vicinity in 
quest of plants, and added a few to our list.* Dc- 
coyed by the favourite pursuit to a protracted state 
of the evening, we sauntered over the sands, dis- 
posed to enjoy the pleasures arising from a calm 
summer's evening, amidst such diversified scenery. 
The sun's beams from the water were highly glow- 
ing, and the sea assumed a beautiful vitreous ap- 
pearance. When I approach the coast, I feel an 
enthusiasm that rivets me to the spot : the sun, now 
setting, removed his enchanting rays from the sea, 
and painted the distant horizon with the most glori- 
ous tints ; the azure sky was bounded by the oppo- 
site coasts of England ; and the vessels in the Chan- 

* Amongst others we found cheiranthus sinuatus, arenaria 
peploides^ rbsa spinosissima^ rosa burgundica, crithmuni ma- 
ritimara, hienyanthes trifoliata, geranium cicutarium, verbena 
officinalisji sisimbrium petraeum, papaver cambricum, reseda 
luteola, reseda lutea,. reseda phyterima, chelidonium glaucium ; 
and in a fresh water pond, between Bryn Mill and the sea, th« 
beautiful nymphsea alba. , 
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Bel made a lively variation m the leeMu I paa^d 
vfith admiration^ till itbe surroandiog VieiV9y gr^M 
dually diminishing in the sight, were at length lost 
in the blue miats of night ; and darKnea^ reminded 
ua it was time to retire. The abaencf of the alU 
cheering orb of day, and the noise of the fluctuate 
ing wave$, rendered thp mind sedate, and diapomd 
it for contemplation. The awelling saiU of two ]9Sg^ 
outward bound We^ Indiamen, were n9w the only 
viaiblo objects ; ^nd the eye an^ mind became aolely 
fatd on these : they reminded ua of parting fr^nda^ 
and the various and unavoidable occasions of aucll 
vnwelcome separationi^ Perh^p^, said ix PPQ^^ P«^ 
rant lcK)ka with lingering longing eya towarda 9 
iavourite child, embarked on the uncertain ocean i 
aome affectionate wife regrets the los9 of the £riend 
of her bosom ; some sisteif w^eepa fw the depfurtur^ 
of a much-loved brother to the diatant shores. They 
diminish on the sight ; ibey fast recede from the 
view. They are now vanished ;. perhaps never IQ 
greet again the frienda they have w lately bade ahopo- 
ful adieu ! Alas 1 said I, jost and imipres(»ve , emblem 
of tbp changes and chancea of this mcevtain state : 

** Yon scuing sun has ju$t withdrawn his lights 

And paints, with varying tints, the cnountAin'^s verge ; 
The distant landscape lessens on the sight. 

While evening^s breezes swell the rising surge. 
The hum of busy men I distant hear ; 

The sea gull criev while hovering q*er her nest ; 
And ocean's hlllows, harshly roaring near* 

Dispose this weary wandering heart to rest. 
The nuad reflective oft at parttng day . 

Collects iu scattered thoughts, toe wontr ta ream ; 
Fatigued with sclRies, that charm'd when young and gay. 

It Fondly turns its devious steps towVds hoaie. 



BdwH ypi^ voavl spiFCS^J ter sweUinft sails. 

The tide* fest ebbing, eagQr quits the shor^, 
Buoy'd with the pi:o$pcct ot propitious gales 

And golden hopes ; alas ! returns no more ! 
Thus youth embacks on life's disast'rous tide, 

FuM fiush'd with hope of pleasure's cup to share, 
Aliod to th£ tatenl rocks these waters hide, 

Wb^ch wredc his, bark, and drowo him in despair. 
So la^e did 1 this changing $cene survey, 

B^b^ld with unconcern the Visioni move ; 
Saw numerous (lowVeH open and decay. 

All kindly tneant my folly to reprove : 
But warn*d by other's loss, aghast I stood, 

Aw'd by the retrospect, my steps re^trod ; 
And anxious sought the path that leads to good, 

Wlueh. •m9 I fot»9d wwt * Knov ihyself and God.'" 

' I qm ever Ypurs, J. £• 
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JntAVlNG indulged' ourselves for some time 
with the mixed company that frequent these places 
ef resort, we traversed the peninsyila of Gower : so 
called from Owyr, recurvus^ or crooked. It is con- 
neeted ta the mam by a narrow irregular isthmus, 
ending ife the promontory of the Mumble Htad. 
We proceeded along the western side of Swansea 
Bay, passings the pleasant rural residences of Marino^ 
Upper and Lpwer Skitty> &c. till we came ta the 
small village of Oystermouth, situate upon the 
shore, and principally inhabited by fishermen : who, 
if they had spirit equal to the advantages of their 
situation, need not envy their more polished neigh* 
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boiirs. The sea here abounds \vith soles, plaice^ 
brill, turbot, sewen, crabs, lobsters, brawns, lim- 
pets, shrimps, and other shell fish ; and the rocks 
with a small delicious oyster in high season, during 
ihe summer months^ when all others are out. The 
castle with its ivy-mantled walls, is a fine ri^in, and 
seen to advantage from the bay. It was built by 
Kichard Greenville, one of the twelve knights ; and 
from him descended to the subsequent lords of 
Gower : and now forms 'part of the extensive pos- 
sessions of the duke of Beaufort. At the termina- 
tion of this peninsula, the promontory is divided 
into three rocks, between which the tide flows suffi- 
ciently deep, at high water, for small vessels to pass; 
but it is fordable for foot passengers at ebb. On the 
most so^itherly of these is a light house^ for the di- 
rection of vessels passing up and down channel, as 
.well as those steering immediately for the bay. At 
first, the light was supported by coal fre^ ; but such 
was the prodigious power of the westerly winds, that 
the fire at times was extinguished at one sweep, and 
the lives of the attendants became hazardous^ as 
well as the building. A new one has been erected 
upon an improved plan ; liaving two galleries, with 
an iron lantern, cast at Neath 1793, and apart- 
ments beneath for the use of the men who alternately 
here keep watch. The light is greatly improved, 
and the expense diminished, by the substitution of 
ArgaruCs Jamps^ with concave plated reflectors, two 
feet in diameter. The number is eleven, fixed in 
the lantern, six- above and five below : but expe- 
rience has shewn, that the upper six afford suflScient 
illumination for the darkest night. 
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We passed the village of Newton* in search of a 
small bay called Caswel, famed for the number arid 
beauty of the shells which the sea frequently throws 
up on the sands/ This, which may be considered an 
epitome of Lulworth Cove, is formed by two tower- 
ing projecting limestone rocks; and an opening 
descent from the bills, here thrown about in the 
greatest apparent disorder, conducts you to the 
shore. To those fond of the marvellous, this se- 
cluded spot will furnish abundant food for their ima*- 
gination. The violence of the sea has produced 
wonderful excavations, of various shapes and di- 
mensions: some assuming the appearance of tem- 
ples, with mighty Gothic arches ; and others of sub- 
terraneous passages, with a circular canopy. Here 
are what are denominated demons' holes and giants* 
ctivesi But the sea running in with great rapidity, 
put an end to our research. The limestone of these 
cliiFs is very much like that of St. Vincent's rocks, 
takes a high polish, and bums into excellent lime. 
In this dreary spot we found a poor solitary animal, 
spending his strength to procure a bare existence for 
himself and a large family^ by procuring limestone 
from the surrounding rocks ; selling it at the low 
price of a shilling, per ton. In this unsocial and 
laborious employ we learned, that he and his horse 
(which procured his provender on the adjacent cdm- 
mon) were able to earn 18d. or 20d» per day. At 
m great distance, on the shore of the adjoining bay 
of Oxwicb, is Penrice Castle, the seat of Mr. Tal- 
bot; The ruin stands in the back ground oi Hn 

* Between the village of Oygtermouth and Newton we dis- 
covered papaver-dubium^ and near the Lime-kilns^ the beauty 
of the British Flora^ gentiana pneumonr.ntbe. 

N 
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elegant modern «iati^ion, .surroatiided by diverssQcd 
wooded walks, Iai4 <^t with great labour and ex-* 
peofie. But the efieet intended to be produced by 
the liberal owner seems totally destroyed by the 
standing comparison of the smooth lawn and placid 
canal with ih^ boisterous waves ami the asperitiefr 
of the suirounding scenery. The diiTe^nt outliaea 
are too strongly contrasted to be gpateful to the eye 
of tasfte ; and the entrance through an artificial ruin 
but ill accords with the venerable w^}ls of the anci* 
tot building. 

Enterir^ on a sandy barren down, we reached thc^ 
principal object c^ our pursuit on tbis^art of the 
coast : ^' The wonder of the world on Gow^.'* . Oq 
a bill^ four miles north of Penrice, is a large jiat 
^tone, of several tons weight, resting upon six*, 
^mailer oi^s, about five feet high, placed in a cir*. 
cular form* The larger one has ^ui^ed much mu-r 
tilation from the common people, who have taken 
portions. of it fpr small millstones, it being a species 
of brescia ; ^nd, what is not usual in similar monu* 
ments, is the same stone of which the hfll is prin-^ 
cipnlly composed. It is called King Arthurs stone ; 
and beneath, a circumstance seldom observed, is a 
spring ebbing^ and flowing with the tide, celebrated 
as ?L FfynnonFairj or my lady's well> and resorted to 
for the cure of various disorders. The traditional 
impression which Arthur's victories made upon thc^ 
Welsh, induced them to^ attribute eyery apus et 
lahor,cstty work apparently exceeding human 
^rength, to the supernatural power of their admired 
hero. But this is clearly one of the Cromlechs so 
frequently met with rn Wales, the remains of Druid- 
ical -superstition ; and the supposed virtues of the' 



well lOQ^ prpljjably originated jip the idea^ that this 
was an 9!^ Xo tbe deity : and no doubt but tbp 
Saxonidesj pr .the ,prief(tf of that religion^ made ^ 
jreligipus ijisp 9f its Jiyatc^rs. 

{lesypecting tjie9e l^oly wells history ha? been onljf 
(xvyecfi^e. T^^y abound in this ^uper^titioMS couci- 
try; a Ffympr^ Vair. presents itself, in every dia- 
trict, xhe ,virt^, of wJt^ watery is highly extolf^ 
^y the ipbjtbjit^ts ; w\^ their e^c^cy considcrext i^ 
.iofallib^, with dqc faith* ip the cure of akno^ 
j^yery cqrpore^^ i^firnfiity. These were iq still higher 
rqpute 4i¥^9£ ^ inid^le ages ; and their disc^vety 
and c^e|](rity ^ ]jb^ attributed to the svipcirstitiQli 
jof q^bolici^^ aplbeir virtue has been ascribed to 
Jthe mir^pulouf ppwer^ pf its pioys votaries, fii^ 
;tb9reis reasQU for^upposlng, that many of them h94 
a more f^riy i^nd c^evoted attentipn paid theni. Th^ 
jai^c^t C!u|th;^s^ and the ,Per^ans after th^eniy had f 
great ye^[ieratio^ /pr fquntaius and strefims ; a custon^ 
^terwarc^ pre>fa|ent an^Q^g otifer .n^tions^^particuf 
lai^ ii^.JSgyp^ ^bei^ce it migrated to Greece^ Italy^ 
^aad §pain. . ^o]v .much it prevailed among thp 
J^omf^ps, we ^cprn from Seneca : " IS^agnorum flu* 
(idota^fip^ r^P^^ venerantur ; cduntur aquarum ca^ 
gentium fontos^ qt quasdani stagna^ ^uap vel opacitas 
yql immense altitudo aacravit." It was. of little con- 
l^quepce wh^t the nature of the water might be, if 
it were .possessed of some peculiar quality. At> 
The^s ,^fi Ammonia was a fountain, §aid to have 
been cold by day and warm by night, ^' xotivd xaxcirai 
T¥ iiAtj*," and the. naniJB giyen to Bath, a(jm solis^ by 
the Rpn^ans, proves that they consecrated fountains 
to the s^nie orb of, day as to a venerated deity* 
yjiere ijs gbundai^ce of tc^timpny to prove, that the 
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priiid^ held groves aftd fountains sacred ; and thoirgb 
Oiie species of forest trees obtained a preference io 
others, dwing probably to the extent of shade and 
^reat durability, yet it is more than probable the 
'iiame given them ty Diodoriis Siculus, (L. v. p. 308), 
^heri Speaking 'of the priests of Gaul, Saronidaiy 
hjifl a much deeper allusion than* to the mysterious 
^ak. The worship 6f the sun was the most ancient, 
'rfnti the most prevailing idolatry in the world : it 
timversally *^pfead,' and' travelling along the scia 
coasts of Etirdpe,' frbm Egypt and Syria, extended 
Itself thfrough** the intaiid countries. It very early; 
ftbW thib consideration, visited Graul and Britaiir, 
H<^here it was 'long established ; and after long resist- 
ing the attertptfedfi the Rbmans to suppress it, gra- 
^uaHy gave way to the more rational worship of the 
kynh living and true God, and the pure system of 
Morality cbrkained in the gospel. * Wheo you re- 
collect what encomiums have been passed on the 
itligtous tenets of the Druids, and their import be- 
ing considered almost equal to those of revelation, 
yt)u will be inclined to acknowledge how little writers 
have known, either with respect to the doctrines or 
ccremonieiuof the Dru^dical worship ; how much its 
nature and origin have been misunderstood, and by 
extraneous and far-sought illustrations, wrapped in a 
tenfold greater obscurity. That the worship of the 
sun extended high in the north, is evident from Au- 
sonius, who observes that it existed in bis time : 
his relations were priests of the order, whom he 
highly compliments in his ode to Attius Patera 
Rhetor; and mentions, that this worship, as Betinus 
was the Apollo of other nations, prevailed particu* 
larly in Armorka^ of which country he was a native. 
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Now both TacHus and Cassar inform us/ that the 
worship oiiki^Gauh and the Britons was the same.* 
But where am I gone ? I was about to describe, and 
I am writing a dissertation. Pardon the digression ; 
k is a subject worthy investigation, and if pursued 
in a proper manner, would tend to illustrate the ob- 
scure accounts of our remote ancestors, on which 
the authenticity of our early history entirely de- 
pends. 

A dreary tract of unproductive land brings you 
to aome copper smelting houses, atPenoIawd; and 
a little further, oif the River Burry, is the small town 
oi Lougher, called in Welsh Castell Lfchwr^ which 
may boast of an antiquity superior to most places in 
the neighbourhood* It is the Leucurum of Ante* 
ninuS; and, though differently spelt, still in pro- 
nunciation retains its British "name of Lychior^ 
whence the Roman was evidently derived. . Here 
remain the ruins of atactic, long a barrier between 
the Anglo-Normans and the Welsh. On the demise 
of Henry I. Howel ap Meredith descended from the. 
mountains with a numerous army, and fell with fury 
upon the English, massacring thousands; among 
whom were a number of persons of quality. This 
was considered by the Welsh as nothing more thaa 

* As a proof that the Druidical worship was nearly allied to 
the Ammonian, or ancient idolatr}^ of the east, the horrid rite 
of human sacrifices might be' adduc^, which on the first in- 
vasion of the Romaas^ appears too clear tQ be deoied. Some 
names of places seem to corroborate the same, as Mam Mwlwg, 
the altar of Mohch. The An^oritesj^ we know, made even 
their children^ for lack of other sacrifices, pass through the £r6 
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k jast retaliation for the previous Outrages and cruel- 
ties committed rft the instigation of the Etiglidh 
itionatch. 

This is a barren and rather uhinterteflng district; 
Camden says, it t<^as more famed for corn' than for 
towns. Wiiere he to see it no<v,' he woluljd say it \^ 
tciort famous for sands than for either. It incapable 
of improvenlent. The sho^e abbundlivrth sea-weeci,- 
and large tracts of rich clay are found in the vicinity, 
and easily Obtairfable for the ameliofjltron of tbfe ^il. 
But the farmii are too sniall, arid tfife tertantS tdo* 
poor, for much to be eipected. Thfe mclbsures ard 
Very Awkward. The sheep a mongrtl black ind 
white breed, inferior even to those .of the rtiouhtaihrf: 
and the cattle stunted for want of fodder^ during the 
trying months of winter. It contains limestone, 
coal, and iron, and in this respect much might be 
done; were sufficient encouragement given to skilful 
and spirited miners. This country i^ toid td have 
been inhabited by the sons of Bethoun,' till they were 
driven out by Cyneddaf, a British priHce, who after- 
wards led here a sollcary and religious life, and was 
canonised for his piety and miracles. — (Vid. Gildas.) 
In the reign of Hehry I. Henry Earl rf Warwick ^ 
dbtaincd d gr^nt of the country of Gwyr> and sub- 
dued it; which, by an agreement between King 
Henj^ IT. and his descendents, devolved to the 

*, Tanner fays, Roger de Bellemont, (teho must have been 
wofk of Henry I. Earl of Warwickshire, and father of WUliam 
the third Earl) conquered Gbwerland ; and founded a priory at 
Uangennith, in the reign of Stephen : annexing it to%the abbey 
of &t. Taorinus at Bareux in Normandy, which was dedicated 
ta St« Kenredy and bdng an alien priory, was granted by King 
Hefiiy the 6tb, A. D. 1441, to All Souls College io Oxon, 
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ere>wn. King Johir bestowed k upon William de 
Bfeds» to be held in captte by the service of mt 
Kmghfs'fee* It was in tbe possession of that family 
till the reign oT Edward II. ; when William de Breo5» 
having sold it in parcels to several proprietors^ for ibe 
purpose of ingratiating himself with the King^ 
wronged them all by an act of chicanery, too often 
practised in times when property was less secure 
than at present; and gave possession to the younger 
Spenser. This among others, was assigned as a 
cause, why the nobility became so exasperated 
^;ainst the two Spensers ; and so unadvisedly and 
precipitately refused allegiance to their Sovereign.—* 
Vid. Cam. v. ii, 7^2. It is stiU a seignory enjoying 
peculiar privileges ; the rule of Swansea being, ex^ 
tended to tbe inhabitants, and gives a title to the 
family of Seymour, the Duke of Beaufort being 
Lord of Raylandy Chepstow^ and G&vuer. 

Before we cross the river, let us take ^a cursory 
retrospect of the country we have been passing. 
Iht far-famed VaU of Glamorgan, which from the 
fertility of the soil, and the comparatively high state 
of cukivation, has for ages been denominated the 
Garden of JVaJss. To this Appellation it is most 
probably indebted to Rhys, son of Arthfael, who is 
said to have built many castles along the coast, and 
to have been in possession of ^fofmidahle navy; and 
who, though thus attentive to the defence^ was no 
less so to the improvement of his country : obliging 
every person occupying lands in the Vale of Gla- 
morgan, to sow one half annually with corn ; and every 
person ccupying lands in the mountainous district to 
MW one fourth annually with com: and emacting, that all 
lands, which neither were sown with corn, nor grazed 
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by catde, should be forfeited to the king; except 
woods and forests, ^hose limits were ascertained by 
the law. This, though an arbitrary, was a wise re* 
gulatbn, in times, when arobng the frequent evils,- 
famine was not the least ; and when a failure in the 
crops could not be supplied, as at present, from the 
superfluity of other countries. And such was the 
abundance of corn and cattle produced in conse- 
quence of it in the course of a few years^ that it 
obtained for Glamorgan the title '^ Lady of all Onm-- 
/ri^f .-r—(Vid. MS. T. Trueman.) Perhaps also it 
might formerly have been more famous for gardens 
than at present. For we are informed, that King. 
Henry VI 11. succeeding to the lordship of Glamor-^ 
gan,« granted it to William Herbert, who was very 
liberal to this country. He sent two moo, Williams 
and Rich^ds, to France and Flanders, to studj^ 
horticulture, and to import choice fruit trees and 
esculent vegetables ; that he might thus, in an essen^ 
tial point benefit bis country. For during the rebel* 
lioit of Owen Glendwyr, almost every production of 
gardens, as well as orchards, were destroyed. And 
though the people of this^ part of the country, 
having been peaceable and submissive to the Anglo- 
Norman lords, bad been relieved from numerous 
oppressions, and many priviieges gninted them by 
the last Earl of Clare ; yet seized with the phrensy 
of independency, they almost unanimously joined in 
the cause of Owen, and afterwards suffered greatly 
both by the loss of privileges, and confiscation of 
property, till they were restored to favour by Henry 
VII. They had, therefore, but little spirit or oppor-* 
tnoity till that period, to pay a proper attention tQ 
ibr f »i|HV»tiQP of th^ir covDtry, 
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• The Vale of Glamorgan extends in length about 
forty miles^ and, from ten to twelve in breadth ; sbeU« 
tered from the north winds by a chain of mountahiS| 
andjopen to the south with the sea in front, it par- 
takes of a twofold advantage, the genial sub, an^ 
mild sea breeze : and though great part of it lies on a 
substratum of limestone, at the depth of a few feet, 
yet it is highly produ<!tive under the hand of skill 
and industry. Such is the mildness of the air, that 
many shrubs and evergreens, housed in ; other parts, 
stand here our hardest winters. Myrtles may be 
seen in the open ground in a variety of gardens, and 
from its salubrity it may be considered as the Pied« 
mont of Britain. The Vale is studded with towns, 
villages, gendemen's seats, and cottages. The latter 
being white- washed, giv^ them an appearance of 
cleanliness and neatness, not observable in other 
counties. * These, contrasted with the various greens 
of nature^s garb, are by no means ungrateful to the 
eye, however the custom may offend the picturesque 
Gilpin : (vtd. Views on the Wye :) because a glare 
of Avhite is qot agreeable to sporting nature. Bue 
the question here is not whether buildings in colour 
should be conformable to nature, or how far a glare 
of white may be discordant to the systematic rules 
laid down for picturesque beauty y or landscape draw^ 
ing\ but, whether in a prospect, abounding with 
habitations, those do not appear more cheerful to the 
eye, contrasted with the deep verdure of summer, 

V 

* So partial are the peasantry of Glamorganshire to this mocb 
of ornamenting their cottages, that thej frequently renew it 
every Saturday ; and will not permit a stone, serving for a gate<« 
post, or that lies on the road iiear the dwelling, to escape thi$ 
«^ply attention* 
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tbe various greens and brown of spring atnd autuibn, 
or tbe ddrk shades of wint^ than thd dull, and neg-* 
lectcd bue of weather-beaten stone ? I believe few^ 
that have travelled through Wales, but will instantlj 
acknowledge^ that this external exhibition of neat- 
ness intimates cleanliness within^ and that exeiusive 
of the idea of comfort which it suggests^ the appeas-* 
dhce alobe gives it a decided superiority oveir that of 
tb^ dingy and dirty looking cottages in tbe adjoining 
(Bounties. And he, who cannot admire this neat and 
salutary eustooi) has never yet experienced tbe plea* 
torable sensation/ arising from the sight of a wood* 
bine or a rose in blossom^ against a white- washed 
wall. 

From the description I have given you of this rich 
tale^ you will perhaps expect, that agriculture must 
be carried h^re to an enviable heigh t| and that tbe 
produce is more abundant than in England ; but this 
is by no means the case. For tHbugh it contains.fihe 
arable and rich pasture land, yet the products are com- 
paratively small. The state of husbandry is at a low 
ebb ; and though much of late has beqn done by the 
gentlemen of the county taking estates under their 
ewil^ management, encouraging Englisb farmers to 
reside among them, and adopting many of tbe recent 
improvements and useful implements of husbantdry ; 
still the agriculture of the country is below medio* 
erity. This, though one of the most necessary arts 
of life^ has, tiil Within these few years, by an unac- 
countable neglect, been paid the least attention to 
(if any : for while we have been assiduously extend* 
iftg our dominibns in every quarter of the globe^ 
and increasing the demands upon our produce by an 
increase of our population ; we have been totally in- 
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tdtnA'^ to tUe question, bow these detriands were 
to be suppdied, and bcw the multiplied wastes of 
Ifitury.aud ^rodfgality vt^ere to be Repaired. No 
bonder then, fn a country a century behind our own 
in arts andi refmement, little attention has been paid 
to a subject bf universal neglept. Indeed, previous 
to the list twenty years, it is probable, that tbo 
getieMl routine of farminrg in this cbUnty Was very 
Tittle diflferetit from the system, if system it could be 
oMIi^d^ pursued a thousand years hefote. Of all 
ctsfdses of mein, farmers appear to be the fnoSt pre- 
jhdiced, and the most tenacious of therr opinions. 
Accustomed to walk fn the vestiges of theif fore- 
tathers, they spurn at fevery thing that would lead 
them to deviate from the beaten track ; and strongly 
*cdded to their own inveterate plans, every im- 
provement comes to them as a questionable innova-' 
tiori. Frbm their limited education, and early obcu- 
pation in manual labour, they have had little time 
for teading, and few opportunities of obtaining 
ihformation, but what. arc afforded by an occasional 
attendance on a fair or market. In proportion there- 
fore, as their minds are contracted, their views must 
be confined; and if they refuse instruction, it is 
because they deem it unnecessary ; and if they 
obstinately pursue the plans of their ancesltofs, it is 
because they are unable to form a judgment of others. 
It is not to be expected that experiments should 
originate with men to l:)rought up and so occupied^ 
or that they should readily adopt the resulting rm- 
provements; More tenacious of traditional informa- 
tion, that! open to the conviction of example, it will 
be no subject /or wonder if the present race should 
oontinue the dupes of prejudice, and the slates of 
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custom. What is still more to be Itimented, thc^ 
very method thought the most likely to remove this 
prejudice, and counteract tbis^custom, has tended to 
increase and perpetuate hoth^-^the introduction of 
English farmers. For some of tbetn are men, who 
have been too idle, or too extravagant to make tbe 
two ends meet, in their own country; and have mi* 
grated here, thinking from the cheapness of land, 
and other ideal circumstances, to accumulate rapid 
fortunes. Bringing with them notjons of forming,. 
tot calculated for the nature of the soil, and tbe old 
habits of indolence remaining, they soon learn by 
woeful experience, that the most fertile soil requires 
attention, and that skill and industry are essential 
requisites to improve a f^rm, or constitute a farmer. 
Every defaulter of this kind uses a host of arguments 
against the reception of the new system ; and 
a failure in a single crop,^ one of these ** new 
** comers^^ is sufficient to rivet a variety of links in 
the chain of prejudiced There are $ome^ of a yery 
different cast,, who are cultivating the soil with great 
success; and by their example are stimulating the 
gentry, and more sensible part of the yeonianry, to 
adopt a rational system. Perhaps the most effectual 
step would be, to place someof tfie tising generation 
under such men as these, both here and in England; 
and let men, so instructed, have the preference iq 
the letting of farms. 

. Tbe general f)rice of land varies very much in 
different parts; the average on farms, from 128. to 
30s. per acre. The estates for the most part are let 
from year- to year. Some proprietors have lately let 
their estates on lease ; but on too short a term either 
to inake^ or encourage gOQd farmers* Seven years \% 
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not a sufficient time for the purpose of experiment, 
nor to repay the expenses of improvement. In a 
country where, if much is to be expected, much must 
be done, a term of fourteen years perhaps wooM be 
a fair mode of contracting between landlord and 
tenant. 

The original, and what may be termed the staple 
system of husbandry, followed in the greater part of 
this -district is, barley, oats ; barley, oats ; oat^laid 
down to grass ; mowed,^ grazed ; mowed, grazed 
about two or three years, then broke up again. Thus 
wil] the inconsiderate farmer push his rotation of 
crops, and exhaust his land beyond all hope of reco- 
very, in any reasonable time. Others rising from the 
mire of prejudice, follow a five-field husbandry, with 
an intermediate application of manure : 1st, manured 
for wheat; 2di Parley; 3d, oats, slight dressing ; 4th, 
barley^ with clover lay; 5th, 'clover mown, then 
wheat agdin. Others manure for potatoes ; 2d, wheat ; 
3d, barley, with clover lay ; 4th, clover mown. The 
best method followed by a few, is the four- field sys- 
tem: 1st, manure for wheat ; 2d, barley ; 3d, summer 
fattow, turnips; 4th, barley, manure for wheat 
again. The principal manure on the coast are sea 
dudge, shells, and sand ; in the interior, lime solely : 
the farm-yards being in general ill-calculated to collect 
any quantity of rich dung; and the farmers are bad 
economists in the valuable article, manure. Lime 
is so plentiful and cheap, that it becomes a temptation 
to the Glamorganshire farmer. Having seen the 
good effects produced by this substance in one or 
two instances, he immediately concludes it must be 
so in all ; and by an injudicious^ and. indiscriminate 
use of it, often injures the land for years. A stranger 
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to iu patore^ an4'the propertjies o£ ihp soils oo ^yhicJ^ 
)jt i(F plac^d^ \^fi not oi^ly misapplies it ip ni^py in,- 
ftaaQe;89 t^t pyerc^rgc? it in all* It in^y tberjefoi;^ 
^^ 9L prg^er ^qi^ion to put^ whether t^bis adopurablf 
f^i^ks^ce^, w[hipt) tb^ ^cient^c dgricuUuriat converts 
to such bene^cial purposes^ has been advantageous 
pr disa4v^i;it^«9U8 fakhe^^^ to the county of Gla- 
morgan,* The pjough cf^ the country is fiyy^^^rd ig 
fts s^ijiJ^t . and t09 heavy for the generality qf th^ 
ffciXsy ^nd as is too oftea the case, eyon in ploughs t^ 
inodjcrn construction^ the Ijtve of draft and the line 
of xesisit^ce by oo means cpiqcide. A point of ih^ 
moSit tpiaterial qpnsequQnpe^' both lor diminishing 
the labour, find giving r^ularity ^o t^e bijisiness df 
tillage, Flougl^ipgy and mo^t other operations oi 
fhe iarcBj.are performed ;by oxen, horses being seldom 
used .but in the sh^ts, or to go to cqalpits. How far 
fbe general use pf^oxen iosteiad of bor^s^nigbt bof 
advantageous to the pu^ic^ or individufds, iias.peyer 
beqn plearly ascertained. Much baa been saiit on 
both ^)dcs of the question; but most of ihe.argu-t 
meats have been furnished by theory, and ^hercapecr 
tive partisans have cautiously suppressed. every con* 
sideration that was likely to weakc^n Abe apparent 
strength of their cau^e. The superior strength aod 
agility of this horse have been opposed to the weak- 
ness a^d sluggishness of the ox ; and the cheapness 
of kqep, and the val^e of the latter, w^en his labour i^ 
over, have been contrasted with the great cxpen^e,^ 
and little value.when dead, of the former : while both 
have overlooked the essential point in the adoption of 
hprses, the great fatigue they will undergo j at a time 
^hen labour is most wanted; and when^ particularly 
in seed tlmp and harvest, the very essential requisite is^ 
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power and dispatch. Need I say, how often the 
&itiire value tof the ok is an imaginary coo^deratjon^^ 
a$ iiiimbers of thetii iall a sacrifice .to the impt'&per 
jireatnieaty or too great fatigue of the junnatural «m« 
ploy iBinl at these trytfig seasolna. / can^ from thser* 
V^fim, saj, thai it is a losing concern in this eowitry. 
This perhaps oiay be considered as a .proper pla^ fer 
thk remark : for it is famed for xtA bmed of black 
cattle ; and they eren boast of a superiority to all 
Other breeds: andifanciK, either in point of Aireight 
or beauty^ excel, it is custocMfy, if of a dark go<^ 
loitr, to say ks a Glaniorgun. These are frequeoily, 
iwhen fat, ^Id for 50 ^nd 60 pounds per yokel 
J3ut I must beg leave to differ from the genend 
opitQion ; and thinks that they are not :equal toithose 
of Hereford, or Devon* Putting the question io 
609)e sensible gra2iers, they acknowledged, that the 
next in point of beauty and eHgibility was the 
Devonshire bieeed ; and that the /South Dowa shdep 
^pf^roximated very near in value to their own. Peri 
haps a stronger argument could not be adduced io 
favour 'of the superiority of these t\yo breeds :thah 
this concession. For, as Lord Bacon observes^ 
self love induces every one to (challenge the fre^ 
€mn^we io him&elfy and he, to whom others with 
one consent give .the nex^t place, may be presumed, 
to be superior to others. For while out of zeal 
for our own, we give the first place, justice de- 
mands of us to give the second where it is jusilj 
due. The cows are small in the body, wHh 
long slender legs, generally well milched, but as 
maybe inferred from their shape, no favourites with 
the butcher, I never could perceive any very mate^ 
rial difference between the breed of black cattle bere^ 



r 1 

I 



wll 



192 State of jigricnJiure in Glamorganshire^ 

and in the county of Pembroke, most' probably one 
original stock ; and it is well known^ that many of 
those are purchased, and sold as the breed of Glamor^ 
gan. The sheep are principally the native breed, 
inuch degenerated by length of time. This kind of 
stock is however improving, both in weight of carcase 
and goodness of fleece ; by crossings with the Dorset, 
Gotswold, and South Down. The improvement will 
doubtless produce a greater quantity of food; but 
the flavour will never be eqbal to t,hat of the present 
small mountain mutton. * 

The excellency of Glamorgan butter is too well 
known ta need any eulogy ; it is as highly celebrated 
as that of Epping forest with the London epicures. 
Great quantities are annually sak^d and exported to 
&istol and other places. This article of luxury 
seems to have been invented by the natives. It is 
certain that they very early arrived at perfectibn, and 
the country still preserves both the art and the fame. 
For according to Pliny, (L. xi. c. 41.) Milk not 
only furnished them with a pleasant liquor, but they 
had the art of making it into cutds and whey. " Den- 
santes in acorem jucundam et pingue butyrum;*') 
and also butter is an agreeable food, which was utterly 
unknown to the Romans at that; early period. It 
was denominated Bugd-ur, or excellent food ; and 






A gentleman resident in the country bad been frequently 
requested by a Lotidon friend to send bim a pres^n^ of mountain 
putton. Expecting that such • requests might be too often re- 
peated, he purchased a hind quarter, weighhig 61b. for which he 
paid Is. 6d. packed it and sent it by the mail-*coach ; inclosing a 
. note assuring his friend, that if he liked the flavour, and would 
pay the carriage, which- in this instance came to 2s. 9d. he should 
be welcome to as much mountain mutton as ever be would send 
for.-^The sequel need not be told. 
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at first was confined to this use of the British chiefs 
and great men. To those interested in the history 
of times and manners^ it is curious to observe, that 
the. mode of manufacturing it was essentially the 
same as at present ; and the nature of the substance, 
according to the observant Pliny, who describes it 
as the spume of the milk, more concreted than what 
is called butter milk, and strongly partaking of the 
nature of o;7. (Pliny, L. xi. c. 41.) 

Where butter is a staple commodity, you must 
not expect the cheese should be of prime quality. 
The greater part of that made here, and through 
South Wales, is very inferior indeed. Deprived of 
the most nutritious part of the milk, and made strong 
by a superabundant quantity of rennet, it is highly 
disgusting to the palate of an Englishman. It is 
however eagerly sought after, ^ and much eaten by 
the Welsh, who prefer it when new ; for if long kept, 
it becomes prodigiously hard, very similar to what 
in Hampshire is called Isle of ff^tght rock. Though 
the generality of cheese is of this inferior quality, 
yet it must not be inferred, that the country is unfit 
for cheese maki<ng, or that . the people are entirely 
Ignorant of the art. A kind of cheese is made in 
some parts of the country of all sheeps' milk, or a 
mixture of sheep and cows' milk, exceedingly rich 
and high flavoured ; and when of a proper age, 
little if at all inferior to the boasted Parmesan. That 
made at Ewenny sells for one shilling per pound ; 
while that of the dairies about St. Pagans brings 
sixteen pence. Whether the art of manufacturing 
this useful article was known to the early Britons, 
might be a subject for antiquarian research. Mr. 
Pennant^ says, that this wais one of the most valuable 

O 
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memoriala the Romans left the Britons: and that we 
are expressly told, that the Britons were entirely ig- 
norant of it, till the arrival of the Romans. Be that as it 
may, the people of Britain have so far improved in 
this article,. as to excel all other countries, not ex- 
ccpting Italy, the land of their ancient instructors ; 
and amohg others, if we nmst except Glamorgan, the 
Cestrians seem to have the pre-eminence, as the 
cheese of Worcester, Gloucester, Leicester, and 
Chester, will abundantly testify. ' 

The custom of milking the ewesy which is general 
here, will excite from you a smile; and you will 
perhaps ask, where is the profit, and what becomes 
of the lambs ? The quantity of milk given, from one 
to two quarts per day, would by the English fanner 
be scarcely thouglit an equivalent for the trouble of 
milking ; and every quart of milk eo obtained, he 
would consider as lost in the proof of the mother 
and her offspring. But so rivetted are these people 
to this custom, that they suppose both are better in 
consequence of the practice ; and allege as a proof, 
the generally prevailing and analogous custom of 
milking the cow. It should at the same be remem- 
bered, that Glamorgan is a rearing^ rather than a 
grazing cdunty; and the highest ambition of the 
farmer is to be considered a good breeder. There 
jnny be some solidity in this reasoning, and a long 
established practice sboulJ not be condemned,, with- 
out being thoroughly canvassed ; and tlie injurious 
coosequences clearly proved. The part of the vafe 
which adjoins the sea coast is very different from 
any part of the principality. We before observed, 
the Normans and Anglo-Normans, soon after. the 
Conqueror's time, established themselves in this 
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country ; and their descendants have fornned a kind 
of distinct people «Ver si nee^ visible in the language, 
dr^ss, and manners of the inhabitants: and though 
the line of demarcation is not so distinct, as that 
discoverable between the hundreds of Rhos and 
Dengleddy^ yet it may without much difficulty be 
traced. In Gower it is peculiarly striking: their ^ 
persons are different : those of Gower have thin 
faces with narrow foreheads, flat cheek bones, with 
a flat and rather sharp nose ; hair for the most part 
light, or brown, with blue or grey eyes. On the 
other band, the Welsh have dark eyes, dark hair, high 
foreheads, with prominent cheek bones. The dress 
of a female in Gower is a short jacket and petticoat, 
with a straw hat, and a piece of coarse red cloth, 
about two yards long and one wide, with a deep 
fringe on one side, carelessly thrown over the shoul- 
der ; hence denominated a Gower whittle. Those 
of Celtic origin wear a long gown, a long blue 
cloth cloak, and a beaver hat. The language of the 
Gower people is English, with the intermixture of a 
few Norman French words ; and the dialect rather 
broad and coarse. So th^t a traveller might fancy 
himself in the west of England. While if you enter 
into a Welsh village, though not three miles distant, 
they will, if able, even refuse to speak to youinEnglish. 
They seldom intermarry, and have an utter aversion 
for each other. When a man of Gower is asked 
the residence of one in Llangevelach, a village on 
the Welsh side of the line, it is a common reply, 
" I danna knaw, a lives somewhere in the Welshery.'* 
But this affected contempt is retaliated upn them 
by the Welsh, who never speak of the people of 
Qower without adding IJeidrai or jspeilwri; thieve^ 

02' 
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and robbers. The manners of the Wel^b are bow-, 
ever more engaging than those pf their high-bred 
neighbours : the former are simple and civil, while 
the latter are forbidding and insolent: they seem 
to have inherited a considerable share of the baugbty 
and overbearing disposition, which so strongly cha- 
racterised the Norman invaders ; but the reserve 
and frequent irritations of the Welsh are not calcu*- 
lated soon to subdue it. It is mentioned by a pe- 
destrian tourist, (vid/ SeQond Walk in Wales), thafc 
the Flemings, disbanded from the English army in 
the time of Henry 11. settled along the coiast of 
Glamorgan ; ^nd th^t one of their chiefs m^de Llant- 
wit the fdace of his residence. But this is no more 
probable, than the tale of the people pursuing k sup* 
posed Irish traitor, and drawing up in squadrons^ 
and, by regular platoon firing, knocking down a scare- 
crow. It is improbable that the Normans would 
permit them to obtain a residence and lands among 
them : for the Anglo-Normans had joined the cause 
of the Empress and Henry. But $4 is flatly contra^ 
dieted by fact. A. D. 1 105, a terrible disaster befel 
the Low Countries ; a great part of Flanders being 
inundated by the sea^ the miserable inhabitants were 
compelled by imperious necessity to seek for new 
habitations in a distant country. They accordingly 
petitioned King Henry I. for some portion of bis 
kingdom, devoid of population : who politically con- 
ceiving that these foreigners would prove a thorn in 
the side of the Welsh, whom he ardently wished to 
subdue, embraced this charitable plea, to. liberally 
grant what it was not in his power justly to bestow : 
assigning them the district called Khps in Dyfed, 
now a i>art: of Pembrokeshire,* where their descen- 
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dants are still distinctly to be traced at the present 
hour. A number of the same country had engaged 
in the English army, * and followed the fortunes of 
Stephen in his contest with the Empress Mhud. One 
of the first acts of King Henry IPs reign was to 
dismiss these troops from his service, by which his 
mother had been ousted of her right to the throne 
of England. As .many of these were consequently 
Wandering about the kingdom, and likely to excite 
commotions among his English subjects, he allowed 
Ihem pensions, and gave them permission to settle 
among their countrymen in Dyfed. Thus, while tho 
native princfes were weakening their powers by mu- 
tual hostilities, the Flemish colony gained a consi** 
derabl^ accession of strength ; which enabled them 
to annoy the Welsh on the west, while the Normans 
were no less troublesome t6 their peace on the east* 
(Vid. Welsh Chron. 204, and Ppwel, p. 173.) 

I have been thus particular, because the propaga-* 
<ion of mistakes by inattentive observers, as well 
as hasty transcribers, should be instantly opposed. 
The mis-statement of a fact in history, like the mis- 
placing of a date in chronology, superinduces dis- 
order ; and by the reiterated application of conjec- 
ture, the truth of history is buried under the rubbish 
of error* 

I am Yours, J. E. 

* Rapin says^ these soldiers known in the English historians 
by the name of Braban9ons^ and in French by that of Itoutiers^ 
or Catteraux^ were a mixture of people from several parts of 
Europe^ but particularly from Germany and the Low Countries, 
As they professed themselves independent of any particular pfinceji 
they iserved indifferently whoever had a mind to employ them^ 
provided they found their account in it. 
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LETTER VIIL 
Dear Sir, 

v/N the opposite side the river, is the poor 
small town of Llanelly, with an old mansion of the 
Stepney family in a. stale of dilapidation, inhabited 
principally by fishermen and colliers. Several col- 
lieries are^ worked in this neighbourhood, as the 
. country round abounds in this useful fossil. It is 
an unusual circumstance, that the coals here 
differ from those of Cidwelly, though but six miles 
distant. Those of the latter place being stone coals, 
which bear only to be watered, but not blown, as^ 
they are quickly extinguished by a strong stream of 
air; while those of the former, denominated ring 
coals, bear both to be watered and blown, and are 
therefore much in repute for the use of smiths. This, 
though a small place, has a tolerable harbour; and 
is th« controuling port both for Caermarthen and 
Cidwelly. The Custom-house being here, all clear- 
ances and entrances are here registered. From the 
entries it appears the trade of this district has been 
on the decline. The list of ships cleared out stands 
thus: 1793,478; 1794, ^57; 179^,509; 1796, 

520; 1797,411; 179^ 328; 1799> 381 i ,1800, 
331, to August 27th. 

A large iron foundery and other works, have been 
lately erected by a Mr. Raby, and it is not impro- 
vable but it may again be a flourishing place. As* 
cending the hill of Penbre, we obtained a fine view 
of the bay of Caermarthen ; and descending abruptly, 
fownd ourselves environed with collieries. We then 
crossed the Gwendraeth Vawr, by a lon^ narrow 
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bridge of numerous small arches, thrown over a 
marshy flat overflown by the tide, and entered the 
smalhbut neat town of Cidwelly, otherwise Cathweli, 
i. e. Cattselectus; because Leiand says Cattus used 
here to make his bed in an oak. Some consider this 
as the Catgwaioph of Bede, where he says was fought 
the tattle between Aurelius Ambrosias and Vor- 
tigern, A. D. 458 ; 96 years before the battle of 
Baden. (Vid. MS. Welsh Chron. in Llifr coch a 
Hergest, Jes. Coll. Lib.) The old town stands be- 
tween the two rivers, Gwendraeth Vawr, and Vychan, 
on the banks of the latter. It is walled round, and 
had three gates, part of which and one gateway are 
still standing : one of these, in Leland's time, had 
a fair town hall over it, and beneath a dungeon. 

Here was a priory of Benedictine monks, founded 
by Roger, bishop of Salisbury, about the 1130, 
dedicated to St. Mary, and mad^ subordinate to the 
nionastery of Sherborne in Dorset ; valued, at the 
Dissolution, 38l. per annum. But on entering Cid^- 
welly, the first thing that strikes the eye is the bold 
shell of its magnificent castle, standing on an emi- 
nence near §ie bank of the river, and is remarkable 
for the state of preservation after so long having 
been neglected. The chapel and principal apart- 
ments are still to be distinguished; several stair- 
cases accessible ; and the grand gateway to the 
south and four round towers, perfectly uniform, pro- 
duced a venefable effect. Time, however, has sufiici- 
ently impaired its beauty, as to heighten its sublimity. 
The erection of this edifice is attributed to King 
John ; an^ the lordship of Cidwelly being at pre- 
sent included iq the duchy of Lancaster, would ht 
favourable to such a conjecture. But Maurice de 
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Xondres^ removing out of Glamorganshire, made 
himself master df flidwelly ; after a severe struggle, 
fortified the town with walls, and erected 'the pre- 
sent castle, (vid. Camden). But Powel says^. it 
was built by KhySj Prince of Sopith ffales, A. D. 
1 IQO. It is famed in history for having been the 
scene of on'e among many instances of personal 
courage and military prowess^ exhibited on extra- 
dinary occasions by the softer sex. When the. above 
Mauri(ie invsided these territories, Owenllian, wife 
of Gryffydd ap Rhys, and daughter of GryfFydd ap 
Conan, Prince of North Wales, a woman of heroic 
courage, wishing to restore the declining fortunes of 
ho: husband, who was gone into North Wales to 
solicit, assistance, rallied the broken forces of the 
Welsh ; rouzed the spirit of her friends ; an^, with 
the aid of her two son$, placing herself at the head^ 
bravely engaged the Anglo-Normans in a pitched 
battle. For a time victory declared in her favour, 
^d her united skill and valour appeared invincible : 
but fresh troops continually being poured in from 
the Norman garrisons in the vicinity, the event of 
the day proved against her ; but not till herself, and 
her son Morgan, and the chief of the nobility, were 
left dead on the field of battle, and her son Maelgwyn 
made prisoner. The place where this battle was fought 
is still called Maes Gwellian. Worrington says,* she 
was beheaded, though dead, after the defeat : but 

" ■ Nullum memorabilc nomen 

Foemioea in poena est, nee habet victoria laudem.** 

However, an act so savage, even without precedent 
in those brutal times, oalled loudly for vengeance. 
AHve to an injury so singularly atrocious, her bro- 
ther, Owen Gwyncdd, and Cadwalader, whose per- 
5 
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sonal courage and courteous demeanour noight have 
Qntitlfd them to dispute the palm with the accom- 
plished knights of the days of chivalry, assembled 
their forces^ and laid waste the whole province of 
Cardigan. Being joined by the outraged husband^ 
and their army increased by the auxiliary troops of 
several chieftains, they took or destroyed every thing 
before them : and it was long before the Normans, 
aided as they were by all the power of the English, 
could recover the blow : nor were they able to make 
any effectual resistance, till the confederacy was 
weakened by the untimely death of the gallant 
GryfFydd, son of Rys ap Tewdwr, who closing a 
life replete with deeds of valour, reflected back the* 
honours he had received from a long line of illustri- 
ous ancestry. 

The courageous and spirited feats of this heroine 
are still in the recollection of the neighl^purhood ; 
and her name, Gwenllian, is a favourite Christian 
one among the females of the present day. Gryffydd, 
son of Llewelyn, Prince of North Wales, when in 
possession of the place, suspecting that the magis- 
trates had a design to betray him to the Earl of Pem- 
broke, then in arms against his father, burnt the 
whole town to ashes, not even sparing churches or 
religious houses, A. D. 1222. It suffered a similar 
fete from Llewelyn himself, A. D. 1231 : but it was 
repaired by Alice de Londres, wife of the Duke of 
Lancaster ; and again, in the, reign of Henry VIL 
on his visiting Gwentland. 

After this invasion, the inhabitants left what is 
called the Old Town, and settled to the westward of 
the river, nearer the shore, invited by the pros- 
pect of a good harbour,^ and built what now forms 
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the principal part of the town.: these are joined by a 
handsome stone bridge ; but the harbour is so 
choaked with sands, that it is at present a very in- 
different port. A few small vessels are able to come 
to the loading quay \ otherwise those that draw much 
water are under the necessity of dropping anchor at 
what is termed the sailing quay y a mile below the towp. 
The principal trade is in coals, which are delivered at 
2s, per barrel. Culm varies in price from gd. to Is. 

A singular circumstance occurred some time since 
to this harbour. An extensive sand bank some years 
ago increased so mtch, as to shut up the usual en- 
trance to the port ; but lately it separated, and the 
opening became sufficiently deep, at high water, ta 
admit vessels, as foi'merly, through this more eligible 
line. The principal collcries in the neighbourhood 
belong to the Miss Reymars, as coheiresses of the 
late Mr. Reymar, who, finding the coal trade de- 
crease, and likely to be lost, from the land carriage 
preventing the people here coming into the market 
upon equal terms with those of Pembrokeshire and 
Glamorgan, boldly engaged alone in the spirited un- 
dertaking of opening a canal from the collieries and 
lin^ quarries to the quay, a line of three miles and 
a half: which he effected at his individual expense. 
This produced the desired effect ; and it now pays 
a considerable interest on the principal, besides the 
additional advantage derived to the collieries. 

This Lordship, with the annexed title of Lord of 
Ogmore and Cidwelly, came by the marriage of" 
Haweis, daughter and heiress of Thomas de Lon- 
dres, to Patrick Haworth, and by a grand-daughter 
of the said Patrick, to Henry, Earl of Lancaster ^ 
and now forms part, and enjoys the privileges of thq4;. 



Fine wooikd Sheep. 20a 

diichy. A very singular obligation formerly attended 
this tenure : for the heirs of Maurice de Londres 
were obliged by it, in case the king or his chief 
justice came into this neighbourhood, to condubt 
the army, and all the forces and banners, through 
the midst of the country of Neath and Louqhor. 
On this account \% was that the castle was repaireil 
and fitted up for the reception of King Henry VII. 
when his presence was expected in this part of the 
country. 

Beneath the town is an extensive marsh, covered 
with numerous flocks, the wool of which has for 
centuries been prized for its fineness. Leiand says, 
" This part of Kidwely land berith the best woolle 
of bye Walys/* The sheep are a cross of the na- 
tive and the Devon, and, though not so remarkable 
animals as the Cape sheep, yet their tails run ge- 
nerally from eighteen inches to twenty-four in length, 
and form, when dressed, a handsome and delicious 
dish. 

Without supposing something in the salt marsh 
herbage, it will be difficult to account for this su- 
periority in the wool, as the great prerequisites to 
produce fine wool are here wanting: frequent cross- 
ing and housing in inclement weather. These sheep 
are left to the care of a common shepherd during 
the summer months, and are wintered on the leys of 
the higher ground, without other fodder, except in 
snow, during winter: Besides, it is well known 
that the Spanish shepherds deal out salt freely to 
their fine woolled flocks ; and it is highly probable 
this ingredient in their food may produce a consi- 
derable fjfFect, both in the carcase and the wool. 

From Cidwelly ve made an excursion up the val^ 
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of Gwcndracth Vawr and Vycbati. These two 
rivers have their sources in the commot of Eskenning, 
and after running, the one about eight, and the other 
ten miles, fall into the sea a mile below the town ; 
the separation being made by a narrow ridge of 
land, which terminates in a small sandy foreland, 
called Calicot., These run through two pleasing 
vales, which terminate near Llandilo. The land is 
various, but for the most part consists of rab, sand, 
and loam, in the vale of Gwen4raeth Vychan^ and is 
studded with small fertile farms: while the soil of 
Gwendraeth Vawr^ especially on the eastern side, is 
principally a yellow tichreous clay, lying over coal 
and iron, and is peculialrly ungenial to vegetation.* 
The high land forming the division between these 
vales, consists of blqe and grey limestone, accom- 
panied with iron: and near a large stone bridge, 
over the greater Gwendraeth, called Pont Yates, we 
ascended the ridge to examine some iron mines lately 
discovered, belonging tp Mr. Raby. They are at 
present In their infancy, and the ore is brought to 
the mouth of the pit by buckets, and'a single winch 
andbarrcl : but as they seem to promise an ample sup- 
ply of this useful metal, and the ore (2d tribe, 1st fa- 
mily of Kirwan) being rich, yielding from 35 to 60 per 
cent, of iron, the steam engine will be added, and will 
doubtless become a profitable concern to the adven- 
turers. The shafts are from thirty to sixty feet deep, 
and the whole hill seems tccmir.g with metallic sub- 
stances. 

* The country here, and as far as Llanon, is full of coa1> 
and i^^sisA part of the line from Swansea to the coast of Pern- 
broke> which we shall take occasion inoi;^ paiticularly to notice. 
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We directed our steps towards the sources of 
these rivers, which is at Low issa Cennen, near the 
poiht of the vale of Towy. Between the heads of 
the streams is a hill consisting of ^ limestone, or 
marble of a greenish hue, not unlike the green 
asbestine rocks near Llanwornyangle, in the , Isle of 
Anglesea. Gwcndraeth Vawr rises in a hill called 
Mynnydd Vawr, and a small pool in a moor beneath 
takes the name of Llyn Tegwyn/ The hill in which 
Gwendraeth Vychan rises is Mynnydd Vychan, in 
which is an opening, into which persons used to 
walk ; and where they say are spacious subterrane- 
ous walks, and that a communication was once open 
to Worm's Head, and hence to Carreg Cennen. 
Near this are the traces of Lle^ Carreg, an isolated 
rock ; and not far from it is a rock, called Craig y 
Dioas : between the two, in the bottom, it is said, 
was once a town, and that a bridge of timber formed 
a communication between these two almost inacces* 
sible eminences. Leland judiciously observes, that 
it must have becfi formed of wood, as the distance 
is too great a bearing for an arch of atone. Three 
miles to the northward, on another isolated and in* 
accessible rock,* stand, mid the clouds, the rugged 
ruins of Cder Cemin Castle^ at the f(X)t of which 
flows the stream whence the fortress derives its 
name. During the . struggles of the Welsh for in* 
dependence, this^ was the boast of the South WaU 
liau Princes, and justly considered an impregnable 
fortress. After the conquest, it was of'conrse, neg- 
lected ; and about the fourteenth century it became 



* Both these are projections of the mountain called Mynnydd 
d&^ vbich seems to stand as an advanced guard. 
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a place of rendezvous and security for a set of ma* 
rauding banditti, that infested and despoiled the 
neighbourhood : in consequence of which, the peo- 
ple of this part of the country assembled, and re^ 
duced it to the heap of ruins how visible, which at a 
distance appears like a large Druidical temple. Here 
is a well that supplied the garrison with water, and 
which, Gyraldus says, ebbs and flows with the sea : 
but not being acquainted with the time of high 
water, we could not vouch for the accuracy of his 
relation. 

We observed, enjoying the absence of human 
beings, the heron and bittern taking their pastime 
here. Leland observes, " There is very good hawk- 
ynge for herons on Venraith Vetian/' (vol. viii.) You 
l^now that this was formerly a bird of game ; Aerm 
hawking being so favourite a diversion of our an- 
cestors, that laws were enacted for the preservation 
of the species ; and the person who destroyed their 
eggs was liable, for every offence, to a penalty of 
20s. Descending the river about three miles, it is 
joined by a brook called Tresgirth, which is so strong 
a stream, that, though running but a mile, Jt sup- 
plies water for several mills. At the head of this is 
a hole, or cave, where it is a custom during Whit- 
tide for persons to walk. The soil is soft and loamy, 
and various prints and traces of worms are seen in 
the sands, which are investigated as a curiosity by 
travellers, but considered as one of the wonders of 
Wales by the people of the neighbourhood : for 
they confidently assert, and as strenuously believe, 
that there are no worms ever here to occasion these 
vermicular appearances, for none are ever seen, none 
have ever been found, and therefore none can exist. 



i 
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Traversing this part of the country, we were.- 
sorry to observe the farms in so slovenly a condition, 
and its husbandry far below that of Glamorgan. 
Draining and watering have not been introduced, 
and, except liming, little is done for the amelioration 
of the soil. We were happy, however, to find a 
few exceptions; and among these maybe mentioned, 
Mr* Bevan of Pcngay, and Mr, Davis of Lachtony; 
both of which gentlemen received us with genuine 
hospitality, and feasted us with a view of improve- 
ments highly creditable to themselves, and deserv- 
ing the thanks and imitation of the country — well 
cultivated farms, abounding in white and green lu- 
xuriant crops. Among other deviations of the lat- 
ter gentleman from the irrational practice of his 
neighbours, one appeared particularly worthy of ob- 
servation, as it may suggest a hint for improvement, 
even to the midland or eastern farmer : the cultivation 
of furze or whins , as food for horses and other cattle. 
Mr. Davis has ten acres of land, which, from its 
barrenness, and lying on a steep declivity, hadhc^n 
very unproductive, and considered of little value. 
The field was sown with furze seed the beginning of 
March 1/94, and cut in the autumn of 1796. Half 
the field he sold for dbO ; and the first half crop 
maintained sixteen horses thirteen weeks, the pound- 
ing of which cost £b. 11 J. to be deducted. He 
now cuts it every year, and keeps through the win- 
ter months his whole team, ridings and other horses ; 
and gives it mixed with hay to his horned cattle : some 
he uses green, and others he stacks up like hay. 
The time for cutting this crop is .the beginning of 
September, and you may continue cutting till after 
Christmas ; and the crop will be fit for use till the 
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beginning of April : the produce per acre from 
twelve to fifteen tons weight". The practice of using 
furze as a food for cattle, has been general in Wales 
and Scotland by poor people ; but that of cultivating 
it for the purpose is novel in both countries. The 
common mode of bruising the furze for use has ge- 
nerally been by beating it with a short pole, having 
a transverse handle, and armed at the lower extre- 
mity with cross irons, cutting and bruising at the 
same time, the furze being placed in a tub or trough. 
A man in' this way will braize six toil, or thirty-six 
bushels, per day, at. the low price of one halfpfcntiy 
per bushftl. They have, however, in some placed 
adopted a more expeditious method : making use of 
a mill, formed of two wooden cylinders, armed with 
alternate teeth, like the common drag, but on a 
smaller scale,* which are turned by a large horse, or 
small water wheel It has been objected, to the use 
of this food, that it is too stimulating and beating, 
producing ill blood and yarious diseases among the 
cattle fed with it. Mr. Davis denies this ; and per- 
haps the same objection will equally lie against the 
use of corn, if given in large quantities: however, 
even allowing there may be some truth in this, its 
effects might easily be obviated, by mixing chopped 

« 

* A model of a mill for * this purpose has been presented to 
the Bath society, upon the plan of the cyder mill of Hereford 
^and Worcester. But an insurmountable objection lies against 
this plan, that of reducing the furze to an impalpable pulp, by 
which means much of the juice, the most nutritious part, is 
unavoidably lost. A better contrivance would be to construct a 
mill with horizontal Jluted cast iron cylinders, cogged at the 
ends, and turned by hand, similar to the cyder mill of the 
western counties. - 
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Mraw or chaff. A hundred weight of straw will thus 
quah'fy a ton of furze. What is called the French 
furze is the kind to be preferred for this purpose ; its 
young shoots being more succulent and luxuriant 
than the other. It grows, if permitted, to a very 
considerable size : in some parts of the country tea 
and twelve feet high ; and its stems, which are cut 
for fuel, are from eight to twelve inches in compass. 
The fire is esteemed clearer, and the heat greater 
than that produced from any other kind of wood ; 
it is substituted for the hawthorn in many places 
through Wales; and being planted or sown in dou- 
ble rows, and kept from cattle till the second 
year, it prodiices a durable, cheap, and invulnerable 
fence. The other sort is called dwarf furze ^ a low- 
growing shrub, and considered as the characteristic 
mark of shallow and barren ground : but I have seen 
it growing"spontaneously on very different soils^, yet 
stiil preserving the same diminutive size ; and even 
where both have been growing together, a distinc- 
tion has still been very visible. Though they are 
classed by Linnaeus as one species, under the name 
ofulex Europieay yet there can be little doubt of their 
being two distinct species : for, though relative mag- 
nitude in different soils can afford no specific mark, 
the case is otherwise where the soils are the same ; 
atid if the time of flowering, the one in spring, and 
the other in autumn, cannot be depended upon, yet 
where this circumstance is uniform, variety is cer- 
tainly not an adequate term. But there is an evident 
and permanent distinction between the two plants : 
the thorns of the dwarf kind are triangular and 
smooth, except at the base, appearing to proceed 
from the bark ; the pods small and short, without 

P 
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freeze. The Frfench furze has thorns, a real ex- 
tension of the stem, quite straight, woolly, twice or 
thrice as long as the leaves ; pods thick and shorty 
covered with a hoary whitish freeze. The leaves of 
the latter awl-shaped, of the former, fringed. The 
French in its time of flowering accompanies the 
broom, blowing in May : the dwarf accompan res the 
heath, coming into, as the other is going out of, 
blossom. I should distinguish them by ulex Eu- 
ropaeus and ulex fimbrifolius ; or perhaps better, 
ulex vernalis and ulex autumnalis. 

If, on further trial, this rugged plant should be 
found to answer, as it has hitherto done in its half 
cultivated state, what may not be expected from 
good ground, proper attenti6n, and an apparatus for 
its preparation, at a small expense and convenient 
manner? An acre of furze may lar exceed in value 
and productive profit, the more fashionable crops of 
potatoes, carrots, cabbage, or ruta baga, as much as . 
these do the acre of unprofitable waste, or barren 
sheep sleight. 

. Mr. D. lamented that lucerne bad not been 
tried in this district, and that santfoin had hrtherto 
failed, owing to the sheep infesting the infant crops : 
trespassing, that great, bar to agricultural improve- 
ments, being from inveterate habit considereda mere 
bagatelle in the inconveniences of a neighbourhood. 
Conversing with this intelligent agriculturist respect- 
ing watering his grass lands in spring, he observed that 
he had repeatedly made the experiment, some of bis 
land lying ^vell for such treatment : but that he had 
the mortification, not only to find that it did nbt suc- 
ceed to his wishes, but that he destroyed his grass. 
Whether, he said, this miglit arise from the water 
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being charged or saturated with a certain sterile 
earth, as observed in the Bath Society's papers, he 
could never discover : he, however, rather supposed 
this must have been the case, as he had attended to 
the judicious observ^ations of Mr. Davis and Mr. 
Wimple, as to the time of admitting and discharging 
the waters. This information induced us to visit 
the spring. On examining the water we quicljly 
discovered, that it was strongly impregnated with 
copper, which at once accounted for the failure he 
had experienced: copper being very injurious .to 
general vegetation. May not similar disappointments 
have originated in similar causes ? Near the spring, 
where they had been sinking for lead ore, on a 
faulty load, we found abundance of malachite (se- 
cond tribe, first family, v. 2 of Kirwan). Some 
lead mines in the vicinity had ^been successfully 
worked, but owing to the reduction in the price, 
. they were now neglected.* 

Shaping our course towards the Towy, we ob- 
served a number, of females employed upon the 
margin of a meandering stream ; and found, to our 
no small surprize, they were occupied in manufac- 
turing the best and boasted liquor of the country, 
cwrw^ As we had often refreshed our way-worn 
spirits, after many a toilsome day, with this incom- 
|>arable beverage, it was natural to make inquiries 
into the process of making it. To you, who have 
witnessed the complicated and expensive apparatus 

* In the parish of Landeveily, near Gelll, we found hyperi- 
cum androsaemum^ salvia daryvel verbenaca^ acrostichum sep-* 
tentribnale^ and near Upland, solidago Can^bricum. Gn, tho 
road side towards Caerinarthen^ lythrum salicornia, ly thrum hysr 
5Qpifoiia^ and huniulus lupulus in abundance. 
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of an English brewery, with furnaces, pumps, coders^ 
vats, &c. &c. the description of a Welsh, brewery 
will appear singular, if not amusing. These per- 
sons were here with their tubs apd barrels, placed 
on the banks of the stream: as it is a maxim with 
them lo bring their utensils to the water, rather 
than the water to the utensils. Provided with wide 
and flat brazen pans^ and an iron tripod, they kindle 
a fire with wood, over which they place the tripod, 
with the pan upon it ; here they boil their water, 
rinse their vessels, mesh, boil their wort, and tun 
their beer, adding yest and letting it ferment in 
the casks, filling up as the ferment conies over. 
They place the casks for this purpose with a little 
inclination of the bung-hole towards the left hand ; 
by this method the fermenting liquor^ which has a 
rotatory motion, discharges its feculence with greater 
facility. 

This is the rustic mode. In large towns they 
have utensils, as in England ; but they ferment the 
worts in tubs, till a fine head arises, when they mix 
\ip both the body of the wort and the head, and tun 
it into casks, still leaving the bung aperture open for 
further fermentation ; they then add wheat meal 
and hops, and stop it up for use. By this excellent 
method they produce a transparent salubrious liquor, 
fit for drinking in the course of a few weeks. Nor 
is it wonderful they should excel in the production 
of a li(}uor, which for ages has been the favourite 
beverage of tl^e country. The ancient Britons or- 
dinarily drank water or milk ; but at their feasts^ 
and on other extraordinary occasions, metheglin, or 
a liquor they denominated curmi, now degenerated 
itito cwrw, and by the English ale* They some- 
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times incorporate with it spice and honey^ fomning a 
liquor they term bragawd. This^ the natural sub- 
stitute for wine^ in countries not producing the 
grape, was originally made in Egypt, the first plantjcd 
kingdom on the dispersion from the east, that was 
supposed inadequate to the production of the grape: 
and as colonies migrated further to the west, they 
imagined the same defect, and supplied it in a si* 
milar manner. Thus the Iberians, the Gauls, and 
the aboriginal Britons, used an infusion of barley at 
their feasts ; and by the former it was called Ceria, 
by the second Cerevisfa, and by the last Curmi: 
words of similar import, xticaningstrong-wa/en Vid. 
Whitaker's Hist, of Brit. 

Passing the small village of St. . Ishmael,* we 
crossed a ferry at the mouth of the Towy, to visit 
the ruins of Lanstephan Castle, standing on a bold 
elevation ; erected to secure the navigation of the 
river. This castle and lordship were removed by an 
act, in the reign of Henry VIII. from Caermarthen- 
shire, in which it is situate, as an adjunct to Pem- 
brokeshire, because it formerly belonged to the Earls 
of Pembroke. At high water the sea beats violently 
against the rock on which the castle stands ; but at 
ebb it retires several miles out, exhibiting the iar, 
and a long tract df shifting sands, which render the 
entrance both difficult and dangerous. The tide 
was now out, and numerous cocklers were busily 
engaged in their uncomfortable and ill-paid employ- 
ment. These are poor females, wives and daughters 
of fishermen and , others, that come here for the 

* On the shore we found eryngium maritimano^ glaax ma<* 
ritima^ and arenaria rubra. 
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purpose of taking cockles. These fish bury them- 
selves in the sands, and are discovered by a small 
Rubbling, occasioned by their breathing, upon which 
their pursuers immediately scratch them up^ put 
them in sacks, and carry them to the boats, which 
ply for this purpose hetwqen this place and Caer- 
marthen, during high tides, at the small fafe of 2d, 
leach person.- After thus toiling, and the spoil brought 
home, they obtain sometimes 6d..per bushel. 

Taking a boat we had the pleasure of viewing to 
advantage this part of Ystrad Sywy. On our left, 
just above the castle, the river makes a fine curve 
forming a small haven, called Greien Haven, wher^ 
vessels wait fpr a wind to pass the bar, There are 
po traces of buildings-, but on a rising ground, marks 
of intrenchmpnts appear ; evidently British fortifi- 
cations, and intended prior to the building of Lan- 
stephan Castle, to defend the pass of the river. 
The land on both sides is of gradual descent,* con- 
sisting of a pleasing intermixture of corn and pas- 
turage; verdant slopes interspersed with woods, 
studded with farms in a tolerable st?ite of comparative 
cultivation, which as the river winds in a serpentine 
direction, alternately catch the eye, and produce a 
pleasing variety : and though this part of the vale be 
less picturesque, and less celebrated than that above 
Caermarthen, yet this is not destitute of scenes, 
which if they do not strike by their bold, yet attach 
by their milder, beauty. The scene was now plea- 
singly^ diversified by the nqmerouS coracles, that 
were spread about by pairs in every direction, to 
paeet the fish with their trawls on the turning tide^ 
A little before flood, these in shoals leave the upper 
part of the river^.to which place they carry their 
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vessels on their backs, and having launched^ proceed 
to their respective stations, denominated from the 
quantity of fish they supply, the Caerntarthen vie- 
iuallers. Nor did it add a little to our amusement, 
to see with what dexterity they managed their nets, 
and with what celerity, when they saw a fish, they 
made for the point. If the first pair of boats hap- 
pened to miss the prize, the next upon the alert 
generally secured it. No sooner is' the unfortunate 
salmon ensnared, than they quickly draw up the net, 
and with a mallet striking him upon the head, in- 
stantly dispatch him ; and lay him in the piscoid, or 
stern of the boat. Having staid as late as the state 
of tide will admit, or success may dictate, they unship 
their spoils ; and clapping their coracles on their 
backs, ^trapped over their breasts, return like so 
many walking tortoises to their respective dwellings ; 
at the door of which they place their vessels to be 
ready at hand for a future voyage. We observed 
before, (vid. Tour in North Wales,) that these boats . 
are formed of wicker work, about five feet long, and 
four broad at the stern, tapering to a point at the 
prow, and covered and secured with tarred canvas." 
Indeed the Britons appear tci have been very early 
initiated in the art of- wicker work \ and baskets, 
though used by the Ro'mans, appear of British or 
Celtic^origin. Martial confesses, 

*' Barbara de pictis geni Bascauda Britannis, 
Sed me jam mavult dicere Roma suam*** 
And the people in this country are peculiarly in- 
genious in making baskets, floor-matting, &c. of 
rushes, equal in appearance to the fine matting im^ 
ported from India. 

Landing liear a fine old stone bridge over the ri- 
ver^ of seven arches, we entered the town of Caer- 
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marthen. We put up al the Ivy Bush Inn, once 
the residence of Sir Richard Steele ; and were ush- 
ered into an old>fashiohed room of curious work-* 
manship, said to have been the room where he conj- 
posed his most popular comedy, which obtained him 
the royal favour, and confirmed his celebrity with 
the public. You who are acquainted how I usually 
feel on such occasions, will not wonder if I consi- 
ndered myself upon no common ground; and if I 
frod with all the softness that bespeaks veneration 
for the place. My companion^ had examined the 
wainscots of the room, ascertained its date^ and were 
actually engaged in taking a repast; while I waa 
dbrisulting reminiscence, and ruminating over the 
life and fortunes of a man, who could feel, express, 
and practise, such sentiments as these : 

" Is this such an heroic business ? 'Tis but at 
best a better taste of expense, to bestow upon ona 
whom he may think an ornament of the whole creia- 
tion ; to be conscious, that from his superfluity aa 
innocent and virtuous spirit is placed above the 
temptations, the sorrows of life ! That he sees satis- 
faction, health, and gladness in her countenance, 
while he enjoys the happiness of seeing her ! Alas f 
What mighty matter is this ! A greater expense 
than all this men lay out upon an unnecessary stable 
of horses or a kennel of dogs ! 

" For who can be a greater usurer, than- he who 
lays out his money in such valuable purchases as 
these ? If pleasure be worth purchasing, how great 
a pleasure is it to him, who has a true taste of life, 
to ease an aching heart, to see the human coun- 
tenance lighted up into smiles of joy on the re- 
ceipt of a bit of ore, which is superfluous and 
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otberwke useless in a man's own pocket? What 
could a man do better with his cash? This is the 
effect of a humane disposition, where' there is only 
a general tie of nature, and common necessity. 
What then, when we serve an objefct of merit ani 
admiration ?'* Conscious Lovers. 

These are sentiments worthy of the man, who at 
at) early period of life, and amidst the blandishments 
of pleasure, could write the Christian Hero with the 
design of infixing on his own mind a strong impression* 
of virtue and religion. Some years before his death 
he became paralytic, and retired to his seat at Llan« 
gunner near the town; where he died September 1st 
1729, and was privately interred according to his 
own desire, in the parish church of Caermarthen. 

Occupied wholly with the object of my reverie, 
I felt little inclinatiop to eat; and therefore proposed 
a survey of the town. It is a large, populous, and 
tolerably well-built place; the streets are spacious, 
and many of the houses good. The public build- 
ings are large, a handsome church at the end of 
Prior-street, and a new elegant county hall built of 
free stone, with colonnades of the Ionic order ; in the 
upper part of which is transacted public businessf, 
and the under is used as a covered market. Situated 
upon a small elevation on a fine navigable river, in 
the midst of a fruitful vale, and having no notable 
town in its viciqity, its markets are large and well 
supplied ; and provisions cheaper than in the places 
we had passed, and fish exceedingly reasonable. A 
considerable iron foundery and tin plate manufactory 
give employment to a number of hands. The smelt- 
ing houses for lead ore, dug in the northern part of 
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the county, belonging to Lord Cawdor, were now 
shut up. 

Here is a small port and quay for coasting vessels, 
principally to Bristol and London. The tide rises 
at the bridge from eight to twelve feet ; but owing 
to the shallows in the bedof the river below, ves- 
sels of much burthen find a difficulty in coming up 
to the quay. Since the decline of the trade at Cid- 
welly, that of Caermarthen has increased, and with 
spirit and property much more might be done. 
Here is a rope walk, and some few ships are built 
for sale. 

Adjoining Lammas-street arc the walls remairring , 
of a priory of Fratres Grisei, which was a cell in the 
custody of the afbhey of St. Augustine in Bristol. 
And in Priory-street, the shell of another is still 
standing, which was a house of Black Friars,*' or ca- 
nons of St. Augustine, founded before A., D. 1148, 
and dedicated to St. John the Evangelist : which 
at the suppression, possessed a revenue of 1 74l. 8s. 6d. 
granted 35th of Henry VIIL to Richard Andrews 
and Nicolas Temple. (Vid. Tanner.) The entrance 
into the court is by a bold gateway, over which are 
the arms of the founder. The principal apartments 
are still distinguishable, and the tracery of some of 
the windows almost intire. Gyraldus mentions it in 

\* Amidst all the varied ramifications of the religieux of the 
dark ages, the kind termed whifej as they were supposed to ex- 
ceed in purity both the black and the grisled, evidently did so in 
their policjf. The grey maintained that St. Francis descended 
annually into purgatory to emancipate their spiritrfal slaves, 
while the white asserted the Virgin Mary their patroness did sa 
e/efy Saturday, 
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his time as being surrounded with brick walls ; we 
found some remains of walls of red stone towards 
the river. 

It is famous for having given birth to the British 
Tages, Merlin Emrys, who flourished about the 
year 480, He is styled by an old author " The son 
of a badde angell, as of an incubus spirit the Bri- 
taine*s great Apollo whom GeofFry ap Arthur would 
ranke with the soothsaying seers, or rather with the 
true prophets themselves ; being none other than a 
mere seducer and phantastical vizard." His birth is 
related as incredible, and his pedigree carried up to 
the old serpent. But of such copulative conjunc- 
•^tions. Brown has ably demonstrated the. imppssibility; 
however credible they may appear to those accus- 
tomed to the metaphysical jargon of the Roman 
schools. Numerous are the prophecies he uttered, 
many of which are still upon record; and some few, 
by the violent straining of those interested in the sub- 
jects^ appear to have been fulfilled. As one instance, 
this has been quoted. ** Sextus maenia Hiberniae 
subvertit et regiones regium redigentur.'* Which 
was considered as accomplished by James of Scot- 
land the 6th. As these prognostications are of 
high antiquity, and events at different periods have 
apparently favoured their authority, we would re- 
commend an old Welsh proverb "Namyn Dduw 
nid oes Devvin." Except God there is no diviner, 

Caermarthen lays claim to Roman origin. It was 
the Maridunium of Antonrnus, and long the seat of 
the South Wallian princes; where they held their 
great national councils, or occasional parliaments. 
Nor is it less conspicuous on the subsequent page 
of history, It was considered of so much imports 
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ance as to become an enviable object of every bo»-^ 
tile party ; and repeatedly sacked, pillaged, . and 
burnt by both friends and enemies. Sometimes be- 
sieged, and son>etimes deserted, it was constantly 
the scene of suffering and devastation. By whom it 
was fortified and its castle built, there are no authen- 
tic documents to shew. Nor do we hear much of 
it, till the era of difficulty and conflict to the Welsh, 
occasioned by the unjustifiable invasion and unpre- 
cedenied cruelty of the Anglo-Normans. It wat 
more than a common observation, doubtless the. 
force of conscience, that extorted from the mouth 
of Henry I. the remarkable confession in convQrsa- 
tion with Milo son of Walter de Constable, Earl of 
Hereford on this subject. Milo in* right of his wife^ 
becoming heir to the estates of Bernard de New- 
march. Lord of Brecon, one of those whose right 
was the sword,and his title, possession, observed to the 
ting, that as he was going to take possession of hia 
estj^tes, an extraordinary circumstance occurred at 
Jjlyn Savathan, for the birds of the lake and adjacent 
woods on the passing by of GryfFydd son of Rys ap 
Tewdor, seemed to be seized with a paroxysm of 
joy expressed by more than usual chirping. This 
was not at all wonderful, replied the king, for though 
we have by superior power violently oppressed and 
injuriously treated that nation, yet it is manifestly 
known they are the lawful, because the original in- 
heritors of the country. On the accession of 
Henry to the throne, Wales became a' new theatre 
far the display of iniquity ; and the oppressive mea- 
sures and alienations of property; which before were 
chiefly confined to the borders, began now to be 
extended to the intti|^jor* In consequence of which 
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the royal residence was removed to Dinevor, and 
Caermarthen was rendered a strong fortified po^t. 
In 1113 we find it in the hands of the ^j^nglish, 
committed to Owen ap Caradoc with a strict charge 
to keep It for the king. But GryfFydd, \cho well 
knew the great importance of this place, sent spies 
to survey the works and ascertain the strength of the 
place. These returning with a favourable account, 
he suddenly decamped at night, rushed suddenly 
into the town, and by a coup-de-main took posses- 
sion. He then ordered his men to make a loud 
shout, to alarm, and if possible intimidate, the garrisoa 
of the castle. The governor surprised at such an 
unexpected uproar^ hastened to the place whence 
the shouting appeared to proceed, rushing forward 
to oppose the enemy, thinking his men were close 
to support him. But the enemy suddenly falling 
upon ,him, and his men flying in all directions, 
•after a noble defence, he fell and was cut in pieces, 
the tpwn taken and burnt, and GryflTydd having dis- 
mantled the castlp, returned laden with spoils to his 
usual residence of Strata, Tywy. It was again kid 
in ashes 1137 by Owen Gwyned, After Gilbert 
Earl of Clare wishing to recover these territories, 
which it is probable Stephen in the late treaty had 
ceded to the Welsh, came into Pembroke with a 
numerous army,, at which time he rebuilt the castle 
and fortified the town of Caermarthen. (Vid Welsh 
Chron.) A. D. 1 142. It was taken and re-fortified 
by Cadell s»n of GryflTydd ap Rys. It was again iti 
possession of the English under William TuberviHe, 
who when it was besieged by Rhys J 158, destroyed 
the bridge, at that time of wood, for its better secu- 
rity and defence. Though Rhys was unsuccessful 
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at this time, he took it and despoiled it H96 after 
quelling the unnatural rebellion of his two unduti- 
ful sons. In the reign of John, 1!Z15, it was taken, 
and the casile razed by Llewelyn, 1222. It was al- 
lotted to Maelgan the uncle of Rys, but at that 
time in possession of William Marshal, Earl of Pern- 
bcoke. Llewelyn, however, taking advantage of the 
Earl's absence in Ireland, took this and Cardigan, 
putting the garrisons cruelly to the sword, and re- 
garrisoned both places with his own men. It was ^oon 
afterwards again in the custody of the English trpops, 
as we find, when the same Earl of Pembroke confe- 
derated with the Welsh against the English. It 
sustained a three months blockade, provisions being 
thrown into the garrison by means of the river, the 
Earl thbught it most advisaJDle to raise the siege. 

The remains of this important fortress are still vi- 
sible on a rocky eminence, arid lately additions 
have been made, and it is used as the county gaol. 
When this territory was erected into a principality 
by the crown of England, the chancery and exche^ 
quer courts were held here; and it was created a 
borough town 38th of Henry VIII. with the privi- 
lege annexed of sending one member to parliament, 

Tlie streets of the town are infested with beggars ; 
indeed mendicity seems systematically pursued, both 
here and in many parts of South Wales. The po- 
lice is badly attended to, and the* uiorals of the 
people appear peculiarly depraved. A general am- 
bition prevails to imitate and be thought like the 
English, since the intercourse is become so frequent 
and easy ; and it is too obvious to pass unobserved, 
that they copy the worst points o( the original, and 
generally adopt the worst examples for imitation. 
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This is too often the evil attendant on all imitations 
of manners and character; you will recollect it was 
the case when the Romans aped the follies and vices 
of Greece ; and it is notoriously true near home, 
when our travelled gentry return largely freighted 
with the ridiculous fashions and \ dangerous senti- , 
ments of a neighbouring nation. 

The Justices of West Wales, as we were at>out 
leaving the town, had opened their commission of 
oyer and terminer (of this part of the principality. 
The novelty of an assize, held in a language so dif- 
ferent from our own, excited the curiosity of the 
company. Nor was it long before this was an)pl/ 
gratified : several criminal cases, and a numerous 
list of causes at nisi prius bar occupied the cogniz- 
ance of the court, and engaged our attention for 
some days ; nor could any thing exceed the ridicule 
excited by such a medley of solemnity and frivolity, 
of such pretensions to right, and such perversions of 
it, as was exhibited on this occasion : and every * 
humane mind must feel an unusual degree of indig- 
nation at the mode in which justice is administered 
here, and reprobate in the strongest terms the me- 
lancholy consequences. The judges were men of 
the highest respectability : the onje at the crown bar 
a native of North. Wales, a man of the most un- 
shaken integrity, and famed for the acuteness and 
solidity of bis judgment ; qualities you would at 
once suppose, with the . assistance of an upright 
Jury, would ensure to the parties at issue the most 
fair and honourable decisions. Happy woujd it be 
for this country, if the upright intentions of the 
bench could at all times be crowned with the wished- 
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Tor effect : but the language of North and Sooth 
Wales are so different, as scarcely for the people of 
the two counties to be able to understand each 
other. This gives rise to a considerable degree of 
confusion between the parties and the Judge. The 
counsel are principally English : the witnesses, un- 
able to speak English, are examined by 'an inter- 
preter, who, though he is sworn faithfully to inter- 
pr(?t to the best of bis judgment, is not always im- 
partial between the parties; and if he be, is not 
always able to deliver extempore the exact senti- 
ments of the witness : for it is well known how 
much of the spirit and meanitig of testimony may 
be lost, or its natorei changed, in translating it from 
one language to another, more especially in lan- 
guages S3 opposite in their origin and construction 
as thp Welsh and English ; not to mention that the 
very same sentiments, delivered in a different tone 
of voice, will appear to have a different, ^nd oft- 
times a quite 'Contrary meaning. The interpreter is 
generally some attorney of the court, and if he 
should be a person of respectable character, yet 
such is the nature of man that he must be more 
than human if he act without bias in the questions 
he puts, or the answer'^ he gives ; then add the in- 
fluence he has over the poor ignorant witness, now 
not confronted to the Jury, but oft» to a powerful 
tyrant of his neighbourhood, whose anger expressed 
or understood he momentarily dreads more than the 
displeasure of his God. It is not, I am sensible, 
peculiar to a Welsh court for the attorney in the 
cause to be admissible evidence at' the bar ; but it is 
more frequent and less noticed in these than in 
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English courts :* and it not unfrequently happens^, 
from the confused account of a common witness, 
and the clearer detail which a man of education 
and technical knowledge is able to give, for the Jury 
to decide upon the last and most artful evidence, 
^o determine exactly the credibility of a witness^ 
and the proper force of evidence^ is a point of t^e 
dtmost importance in every equitable system of le* 
gislation. "EVery man of common sense," says 
the amiable and judicious Beccaria, '^ is capable of 
being a witness as to facts ; but the credibility of 
his evidence ought to be measured by the proportion 
with which he is interested in declaring or conceal* 
ing the truth, and this should diminish in proportion 
to the hatred or friendship subsisting between the 
parties/' and, I may add, the relative interest they 
may have in the issue of the cause. These essential 
points not being attended to as they ought, you 
will not be surprised to hear that the courts of judi- 
cature in. Wales are less beneficial to the subject 
than those of England. The cases we heard were 
strongly illustrative of these remarks. I could detail 
— ^but I forbear. They made a strong and lasting im- 
pression upon my mind, and I could not help ck- 
claimmg in an audible voice on the occasion; if 
^ver my life or property should be subject under the 
law to the decision of a Jury, O ! may it be a 
Jury of my peers — a Jury impannelled to the east 
of the Severn ! 

I am ever Youris, J. E. 

* From this circumstance you will often find a cause depend- 
ing for its issue on the <^posite attorntes swearing agonist ea<{h« 
.otber, and the impression made on the mln^s of the Jury by 
their profaqe vocHer^tipos and ^be grossest person^ abuse of 
each' other. • 

Q 
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LETTER IX. 

Dbau Sir, ^ 

If any thing could add to -the inexpressibfe 
dplight afforded by early rising, it is the experience 
of it in a richly varied country. The cdebrated 
cbarrtis o( the upper vale of the Towy had excited 
desires to behold them, arkl the eve of fruition sti- 
mulated our lUtle party to extraordinary alacrity. 
At a very early hour the company was on the alert, 
and the refreshing breeze furnished us with a flow of 
spirits adapted for exertion and enjoyment. The 
morning was grey, and the blue mists sat close em« 
bracing the distant hilts before u^^fvhile the moun- 
tains in the back ground were deep involved in 
•shade. The river, rolling its pkcid waters, gave a 
vivid appenrance to the scene ; and the umbrageous 
wdods oti the niargin, contracting their various greens 
with the greys of the atmosphere, displayed their 
foliage to advantage. All was serene and placid, a 
solet^fm silence prevailed undisturbed by a single 
noise, save the twittering of the poor little chaffinch, 
that bespoke we might soon expect the different 
choristers of the grove. Gradually, yet rapidly, the 
morning burst forth from the bosom of the moun- 
tains, in the brilliant robes of beauty ; and the har- 
binger of day, in the most majestic splendour and 
unparalleled grandeur, saliated our eyes as we passed 
Llangynor* The sight made us blush at the recol- 
lection, how often we' had neglected to avail our- 
" selves of this noble view, and for two or three hours 
iDf debilitating indolence refused to enjoy the salu- 

4 
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brious morn : a blessing as commonly neglected as 
it is beneficially great. 

Strollihg along the margin of the river, we sud- 
denly came upon Dryslan Castle, the ruin? of which 
stand on a natural knoll» close to Towy^ with its 
principal escarpement to the waters It is so called 
&s a place full of difficulty to pass through, or rather 
la place situated in a thicket of brambles, briars, dnd 
brush wood, for this the compound name imports. 
At a small distance is a high conical bill^ supposed 
to have been a Roman station ; and. the t^ernains of 
a camp, with valla and fossa still Visible, occU-* 
pying nearly the whole of the summit. It is thus 
described by the prying Leland t " Here is within 
half a myle of Drislan Castell, on Tewe, ort a hyll 
betwixt the high Waye to Cail-niarden and the rype 

' of Tewe, a myghtye tampe of men of warre, with 
four or five diches, and an atea in the midk. It is 
of some caullyd Rounghay, that is to say, the 
Round Hegge, and of some caullid Artairgather.*' 
Itin. Vk viii. fpL ID/. It is in Welsh Cnvnn Caer, 
or the circular fortification, in which you will re- 
cognise Grongar^ the station which Dyer took when 
he composed his celebrated descriptive poem of 

, Grongar HilK 

*» Grongar Mill inVit^S my iSoftg, 

Draw the landscape bright and strcJhg 5 

Grongar, in whosic massy cclls^ 

Sv\reetly musings quiet dWells; 

Grongstr) in whose silent sbade^ 

For. the modest Muses made. 

So oft i haVe the eYening stili« ^ 

At the fountain of a rtlL 

» 
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Sate upon t flowery bed^ 

With ffty hand beneath my head, 

While stray'd my eyes o'er Tbwy's flood. 

Over mead and over wood. 

From house to house, {vom hHl to hilU 

Till Gomemplatton had her fill." 

The prospect from the sunamit is peculiarly com-* 
xnanding/ over a most luxuriant vale finely con- 
trasted by the barren beaih-brown mountains that 
enyiron it^ and rendered still more interesting by the 
remains of ancient fortresses, that loudly bespeak 
its former importance and past misfortunes. Be- 
neath the hill at Aberglasney, the elder branch of 
the poet's family still reside, and near it lately has bec^n 
erected an elegant modern mansion, the residence 
of Mr. Paxton. To tbe rights on the plain^ as 
Golden Grove, the seat of Mr. Vaughan, and^ 
rising as it were from the flood, on an abrupt liill, 
covered with woods, appear the ivied walls and rug- 
ged turrets of Dmefawr Castle. 

•* Yet time has seen that lifts the tovr^ 
And level lays the lofty brow, 
Hai^ seen this broken pile compkat. 
Big with the vanity of state.'* 

I before observed that this was the seat of the 
South Walltan Princes^ and where they kept their 
courts. From the extent of the present ruins it is 
impossible to trace or form an adequate idea of the 
original size of the building, it was doubtless spa* 
cious and magnificent, calculated at once for defence 
and state. The castle which Gyraldus saw and 
described was razed to the ground by Rhys, the 
father of Maelgon, in whose possession it then^ 
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tbd)]|^ jLinjostly, wte^ This, took place tAx years 
after his writing tbeltiiieraiy, A. D..Fig4! It was^ 
Ijowevcr, quickly rebuilt, «s we find two Undufiful 
SODS of Rhys having collected a body of hot-headed 
j^els, came before Dinefawr, and took the casde, 
garrisoned by their father's men, the following year. 
It' was: however wrested out of their hands by their 
nephews^ 1204. Again in the possession of Rhys 
Fycban, and after enduring a violent siege from the 
forces of Rhys, his nephew, and auxiliary troops of 
Anglo Normans, under the command of Foulke^ 
Viscount CaerdifT, it surrendered by capitulation, 
the garrison marching out with the honours of war, 
AD. 1213. After suffering probably many more* 
changes, of which history is silent, till A. D. 1257, 
when defended by a garrison from North Wales, it 
held out against an English army till relieved by 
the forces under Llewelyn ; and then witnessed the 
most terrible engagement that had ever taken place 
between the English and Welsh, in which the latter 
were victorious : the former being obliged to fly, 
leaving more than two thousand slain, among which 
were many distinguished persons, on the field of 
battle* But soon it had to view the sad reverse : the 
chosen army of freedom's sons. completely defeated 
in the memorable battle of Llandilo Fawr, 1282, 
when the chief spirit and strength of the country 
was broken and overcome ; and their warlike genius, 
harassed and jaded to death, retire to the banks 6C 
the Wye, and expire in the person of Llewelyn, in 
the pass of Font Orewyn 1 

*• A litUe pomp, a little jtate, 
So transient is the smile of fate!'' 
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The present ruins are inclosed in Newton Fark^ 
the beautiful seat of Lord Dinevawr. The bouse 
stands on an extensive lawn, surrounded by fine 
iMoods of odk) elm^ beechj and poplar, interspersed 
with the different verdure of the softct pine and fir, 
contrasted with the deeper holly and the sable yew^ 
These are disposed with considerable' taste, and pro^ 
duce a pleasing effect as they wave their ' branchea^ 
o*er the steep river. Finding nothing very remarks 
able at Llandilo we returned by the road to Aber- 
guily. A small village abounding in fisherfoen's 
cottages, and where is the present palace of the 
bishop of St. David's. It was built by Bishop Beck, 
after Lantphey became a scene of carnage and dis^ 
iD^y^i Failing in the attempt to erect a collegiate 
church at Llangadqc, he changed his mind, and 
made the church of Aberguily collegiate, 12879 ^ 
twenty-two prebendaries, four, priests vicars, four 
choristers and two clerks to the honour of God and 
St. Maurice. Henry Gower, bishop of St. David*s, 
ordained A. D. 1334, that there should be in this 
college a precentor, chancellor, and treasurer s who 
also made several ordinances respecting the future 
government of the same. But Henry VIII. judging 
this to be an improper place for the display of hos- 
pitality, and^ that the revenues of the place might be 
better eiti ployed, annej^ed them A. D. 1541, then 
valued at 42ll. to bis newly erected college at 
Brecknock. 

Ppr§uing Qur route tp the coast we came to the 
small town of I^qgharne, at the mouth of the river 
Tave, principally inhabited by persons of small for- 
tunes, residing here for the double purpose of retire- 
]||i^f>t and economy. Here was the castle called \x\ 
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history Talcharae : the shell of which after bndergo- 
ing a similar fate to its neighbours Llanstephan and 
St« Gear, is fitted up as a gentleman's residence. 
It formed a part of the possessions of the Earls of 
Northumberland^ but is now the property of the Ra-r 
venscroft family. The river which flows here into 
the sea, forming a small harbour, has been con- 
founded with the TaafFe * in Glamorganshire, from, 
the similarity of sound as they are pronounced by 
the Welsh ; and has given rise to some egregious 
blunders respecting the history and topography pf" 
the country. The country round this secluded but 
pleasing village, consists of rich clay and loam 
on a limestone bottom, producing very abundant 
crops of corn, pulse, and grass : wc were pleased also 
to observe a more rational husbandry than is gencr 
rally seen in this part of the kingdom. The Ken* 
tish and Norfolk ploughs drawn wjth a pair of 
horses abreast on the lighter soils, and on the sti^r 
by tw^yqlce of oxen, with collar suostitucecf for the 
painful and abstard ir^s^rument the yoke. Manuring 
and liming here go hand in hand, and the strength 
of the land is not suffered to be exhausted by a 
previous or cotemporary crop of weeds. A singular 
custom for a country abounding\in coals, attracted 
our notice in this and other parts of the county of 
Caermarthen, and furnishes a lesson of economy to 
other counties. That of making and using as their 
principal fuel what are iertood hvilleji : that is balls 



* The names of T^wy, Towy, Taf, and Tave, have perhaps 
the same derivation. Ta might be the original word, signifying 
w^ter : this monosyllable taking the lead in so many nanies of 
our British rivers, as Tanard, Taraar, Thames, proiioanced 
^>mes, ^c. 
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composed of a mixture of sludge op day, and culm 
or small coal dust, m a proportion 6( ttvo of tbe 
ibrmer to one of tbe latter: which after being ex- 
|)osed to the air and dried^ make an .excellent fire^ 
producing a clear and lasting heat. This was doubt* 
less the production of necessity after the decay of 
the woods, and previous to the discovery of coal in 
any great abundance. And it proves how tenacious 
countries are of once-adopted customs, which like 
habits to tbe individual once formed, generally attach 
through the remainder of life : nor perhaps is theri) 
a, more certain clue to the early history of any peoplp^ 
than an impartial investigation of their peculiar 
customs. 

' Five miles from Laugharne we came to a remark-^ 
able place called " the green bridge of WalesP Tt ii 
a natural excavation in a rock, through which runs 
a small rivulet, and here disappears till it mingles ita 
wa^rs with the oceans Various are the idle storiei 
which this phenbmewjn has furnished for ^hft xredu* 
lous and the weak, so that if yu^'^re disposed to 
listen, you may hear that it possesses as many won* 
•ders as the Derbyshire peak. The tradition of tbe 
neighbourhood informs you, that \ shepherd on<^ 
venturing to explore this extraordinary pasfsage, di&A 
covered that in ihany places it was spacious and 
beautiful^ abounding wiAi crystal fountains and ver<«- 
dant meads ; but afraid to proceed without company 
furtlier, he reluctantly returned. Takii^ his faithful 
dog with him, he made a second experiment, but 
fell a sacrifice tohis curiosity, never being heard of 
more. That after many days waiting to see if hi$ 
inaster would awake, ^s they conjecture^ the 'dog re<» 
duced for want of food to a mere skeleton^ C9(ii£ 
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cut aUve on the sea shore; This X\ke stmilar stories^ 
proves thai the mind, if not oecufned with truth, 
must be the slave of errors and snch too often serve 
to amttse the otherwise tedious hours of secluded 
people ou a winter's evening. 

Ascending the Tave we come to the ruins of 
Abba Landu, oi: the abbey of White Land. Founded 
according to Speed by Rhys apTewdwr, in the time of 
William the Conqueror^ A. D. 1086, for monks of 
the Cistercian order; and is said by Powel to bavd 
been, after the dissolution of the British monastery 
of Bangor, the first of these institutions in the prin-' 
cipality. It soon became a celebrated burial-place 
for the princes and chieftains of South> Wales. And 
Cadwalader, son of Rhys ap Gryffydd among others 
was interred here> A. D. 1187* It was dedicated to 
the Blessed Virgin^ and in the time of Bernard^ 
Bishop of St. David's, who was a great bene&ctor 
and had eight monks. The value at the Dissolution/ 
accc^ding to Dugdale, was 135L ds. 6d. Some few 
traces of the building still remain, but they are small 
and indistinct till you approach very near the spot : 
^ and the surrounding woods have induced adventu-* 
rers in trade> to invade this as well as other venerated 
spots, and an iron work called the forge, occupies 
the [^ace once devoted to privacy and prayer. This 
abbey was erected upon the scite of a building of 
^ higher fame in the scale of antiquity. Ty-gwyn the 
palace and summer residence of the great CambrSan 
legislator, the Justinian of Britain, Howel Dha. 

Here it was that the admirable code of laws which 
bear his name was cdlected, authodsed, and prd-» 
mulgated. From the division of the kingdom into 
three principalities by Roderic the great, the turbu^ 
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lency of the times, and the lapse of ages, many of 

the laws and statutes of the realm were become ob- 

* 

solete, and many more long unexecuted had lost 
their efficacy and weight. . In an age when the des- 
truction of each other seemed the prevailing desire, 
and wheii glory and reputation arose from kt)e skill 
in extirpating our species; military prowess being 
the sole avenue to the temple of fame, we are pleased; 
to find a character at the head of society deviating 
from the general track, and instead of breathing re- 
venge and slaugher, employing his talents and bis 
time in considering how the peace of sdciety might 
be secured, and the good of mankind increased. 
Such a spirit appears divine amongst men; like a 
placid river amidst impetuous torrents, wbicb^ while 
ihey are deluging the country and sweeping every 
thing desirable away, rolls it3 salubrious waters 
ip regular and beneficial orders distributing in it$ 
varied and collateral streams, fertility and comfort 
10 all the country within its vicinity or influence. 

Heir to the principality of South Wales, he bad 
from the esteem that ever accompanies a just and 
upright administration, gained the sovereignty of 
Fowis, then in abeyance. And on the death of Ed* 
ward Fael, though he left sons, was by elective: 
franchisie preferred to the superior dignity. The so- 
vereignty of North ff^a.ies^ In those times of disorder, 
talents for government; were sufficient to disannul 
hweditary right, and the voice of the people was fre- 
quently more prevailing than the trumpet of gcnea- 
Idgy. In this and some other instances, the order 
of sucpession was interrupted, under a plea of neces-*: 
sity: and in this case no other opposition . appeared 
tb^q » few unavailing obscrvatipps Pn right aD4 
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usage ; and a few blunted arrows from the qaiver of 
discqntent. It has however been asserted by histo- 
rians, that he was elected to the savfcreignty of the- 
whole country during the minority and legal nonage 
of his uncle Anarawd's sons, who, on the demise of 
their father, were considered too young to hold the 
reins of the North-Wallian government at so cri- 
tical a period. And that Howel took the title and 
authority of jBr^wA/V-(^;;/ry-^//, in trust for his kins- 
men : and that when-E^wal Fael became of age, on 
Howel's return from Rome, he resigned them both 
into the hands of Edwal, as the rightful heir. (Vid. 
Walton.) 

But whatever may be said respecting the claim or 
ambitious usurpation of this prince, in annexing 
these portions of territory, and assuming the regal 
dtle, it was no more than had been done in prior 
exigencies, and in this case was a peculiar appeal of 
the people to their original constitution. 

His early endeavours to promote the good of his 
subjects raised him to their esteem and confidence; 
and his unwearied attention to plans calculated for 
their advantage and future comfort will palliate, if 
not fully justify, his assumption of the Triclinium. 
Expediency is generally, I believe^ considered under 
existing^ circumstances, to be the ground of mora- 
lity in the political hemisphere; and leaving the* 
point at issue to be settled by political casuists, we 
cannot help contemplating this prince as a prodigy 
in* an age where little was thought of but revenge, 
and little executed but slaughter. While others* 
were giving up to the lust of power, and placing 
right under the power of the sword; destroying 
Vrder^ undermining society, apd burying its l)appi^ 
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ness under the niins ; this great tnan wa^ boMIy- -op^ 
posing the torrent of discord, repairing the breaches > 
it had made, r?llying the friends of order round the 
standard of peace, and shewing by experience that 
the protection afforded by a well-supported civil au*- 
thority, is niore than equivalent to the sacrifices of 
subordination. In such times as those in which «he 
lived, to reduce his subjects to obedience, and make* 
them sensible of the necessity of order and submis«» 
sion, was an Herculean task. But possessed with 
extraordinary wisdom, and influenced by the benign 
principles of the Gospel, he resolved upon the plah 
and executed the important work^ A new code cf 
laws for the feople of Wales. 

These laws, the admiration of the present^ and 
the wonder of the age in which they were enacted, 
were not 2inew code of innovations \ they were a di- 
gest of the ancient laws and immemorial customs of 
. the principality: the recorded wisdom of piast ages, 
which through the confusion of the times and the 
unavoidable corruptions that years introduce, hz^ 
failed to produce their wonted effects. Nolumus 
leges Cambriae mut^ri> was as favourite a maxim of 
the British, as a similar one is of the English con- 
stitution* Nor can we suflS^ciently admire the spirit 
of wisdom, moderation^ and piety which marked the 
commencement of this great undertaking. Having 
convened a national assembly, he first summoned the 
Archbishop of Mcnevia, the bishops, and principal 
clergy eminent for. their learning and piety, the 
chieftains and barods ; and added six out of every 
commot distinguished by their virtues and talents. 
These constituted authorities assembled, the Prince^ 
to implore the blessing of heaven on their councilsi^ 

9 
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' CMtiraanded tbem to eontinue with him during the 
whole of Lent^ at his palace of Tygwin. Having 
appointed twelve out of this august aasembly, mobt 
esteemed for their wisdom and thetr gravity, «s a 
special committee ; he joined in the commission as 
chairirian, Blegered^ Archdeacon of LlandafF^ dis- 
tinguished for his abilities and knowledge of ]aw^« 
For the genial outline of the system, they took 
the national laws, said to have been framed by 
MoIimitiuSy who-reigned in Britain 44.1 years before 
the Advent of Christ, (Vid, HoHnsbed.) The 
committee then entered on an investigation of the 
customs and usages of the country; they abolished 
. such ks were injurious ; explained and amended 
i^uch as were vague and unintelligible; and, by a 
proper examination and digest of the whole^ formed 
a system admirably calculated for the genius of the 
people and the wants of the tim»^* The laws 
are mild, judicious, and humane; and, the manners 
of the times, and the state of society considered, they 
will not yield the palm of justice to those of any other 
natiipn of th^ same period. A comparative view of 
the codes then in force among the Saxons, the 
Irish, and the Franks, would not be an unpleasant or 
unprofitable investigation. Indeed whether we view 
the times that preceded, the nature of the laws them- 
selves, or the mode in which the scattered scraps of 
judicial information were collected and incorporated 

^ This collection of laws is well known to thelearned> hair* 
nog been published in 1730 by Wotton, under the title " Cy- 
freiihjeu' Hy wel Dda aceraill ; seu leges Wallicae ecclesiasticae 
ct civiles, Hovli Boni et aliorum Wallioe Principum." 
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into system, We cannot but feel a respect and vene<^ 
ration. Previous to the time of which we treat, private 
rights had been little understood, and worse defined : 
atfd laws respecting them had been for the most part 
transmitted by oral tradition, dnd decisions given by 
local and manerial customs. The page of history i^ 

. at this period filled with the nomenclature of princes, 

. genealogical details on which their rights were 
founded, or dry chronological recital of their perpe- 
tual quarrels. Extracts of treaties violated as soon 
as concluded, and changes in the right of succession 
dictated by ambition and revenge ; which too fre- 
quently insulated their thrones with blood, without 
ameliorating the condition of their people. Every 
where the history of great men's families, and battles; 

. but no where of manners and laws, of arts and of com- 
merce. The court and the army was every thing, 

' while the nation at large, the great mass of the 
people, wer^ nothing in the scale. Those formed 
the prominent features in the picture, while the rest, 
like olgects in the back-ground, from the effect of 
distance, were lost in obscurity. For with emphasis 
might it be said of those times. Jura et leges silent 
inter arma. 

The mode adapted to obtain this great object, be- 
apeaks the wisdom of Howel : he was too wise to 
ca3t away the wisdom of ages with an impolitic and 
unbecoming licence ; and too pious not to avail bioi- 
self of all the light afforded him in the art of govern- 
ment. In this view he may be held up as a mirror 
for future legislators and reformers : be foresaw how 
hasty projections, of ancient laws and inveterate cus 
tonis tended to anarchy and confusion^ and the hfs-' 
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tory of more recent; as well as more remote periodic 
evidently shciws how much more it is conducive to 
the peace and happiness of nations to repair the 
old edifice than to erect a new one, and how much 
' more eligible it is in this case, as well the one to 
< which the poet alludes to^ 

•« ■ Bear the ills we have, 

Than fly to others that we know not of." 
After the new code was finished, and ratified by 
. the unanidfious consent of the constitutional assem- 
bly, the archbishop denounced excommunication on 
all who should attempt to refuse the most unqua- 
lified assent and submission. Like an able politician^ 
:to obtain a greater veneration and respect for what 
might by some be considered as innovations, and to 
give ^hem an equal authenticity with those of the 
neighbouring nations, the Prince, accompanied by 
, the Archbishop of Menevia, the Bishops .of Bangor 
.aod St. Asaph, and thirteen more, persons of high 
distinction, made a journey to Rome, and obtained 
the sanction of the holy apostolic sec to the new 
system of jurisprudence. On their return copiisis 
were made and distributed ; but three, most carefully 
committed to writing, were deposited in the public 
archives of the kingdom: one at Aberfrow, the 
palace of the North Wallian Princes, another at 
.Dinefawr, and a third intended- for the use of the 
^ court, and the Judges of the household, was an- 
nexed to. the moveables^ and for the present left at 
Tygwyrn.. 

This,^for an aera long before the invention of the 
jioble art of printing, was a considerable promul- 
gation, and those who could read might easily have 
access to these authentic documents for legal infoi^ 
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mation t aod in tfat$ Hbwel deserves and demands 
imitation ; for surely tbe intention of statutes in 
favour of rights is for the repelling of injury, and 
these for the .punishment of crimes, for tbe pre- 
vention . of crimioajiiy. And how is this to bt ef- 
fected by retrospective information ? by ex post facto 
instruction ? No ! it must be by a general expla- 
nation of What is coikidered by the wisdom of the 
country as right and just, and the nature of those 
•sanctions enacted for their violation. Publicity in 
rail laws is the surest, is tbe otily mode, t6 secure 
-obedience ; and one Jesson of previous instruction 
.on the consequences of a crime is more effectual for 
Its extinction, than a thousand victims offered upon 
the altar of retributive justice. In modern limes, 
M^hen one law has been constantly enacted to -ex- 
plain another, and statutes have multiplied beyond 
any conception that voluminous -will reach ; whefn 
the necessary books for legal instruction form a 
library of themselves, and th^ means of information 
in the hands but of few whose ^interest it is to 
, withhold it: the arguments in favour of some me- 
thod of abridging them, particularly what are called 
penal statutes, and classifying and digesting tbe 
main points, so that the lowest may with facility 
learn what is the line of conduct they ought to pur- 
vsue, become irresistibly great: for though we live 
in times when arbitrary power is considered no Ion- 
:ger as sterling coin, and the rights of individuals, 
as a sacred deposit, committed to the trust of the 
governing party; yet, through inattention to this 
essential point, publicity in laws, what a satyrist said 
of the emperor Caligula, I am afraid, will in sonie 
-degi>ee be applicable] to modern legislators : That bte 
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issued ecficts in a mornings bad them placarded in 
the day in so small, a letter^ and so high above the 
heads of the readers^ that it was impossible to learn 
their nature or contents^ and then hanged up his 
subjects at night for not having qbeyed them. 
Howel, having lived to see his system'of legislation 
generally received and executed, departed this life^ 
A. D. 948 ; after long enjoying the less splendid^ 
but more solid honours that result from peace, iand 
an unwearied attention to the comforts of his people 
and the happiness of mankind ; the subject of uni- 
versal esteem while living, and veneration and regret 
when dead. As a testimony how much he was 
considered as superior to many other of the princes^ 
and how much in our reflective moments we prefer 
urbanity of manners and regard to domestic tran- 
jquillity, to the tinsel of military prowess, and the 
turbulence of war, subsequent ages have bestowed 
the sirname of Dha^ the military and the pacific 
hero ; for both are heroes of a different kind : the 
one, a meteor that strikes at the moment by its ex- 
traordinary appearance and dazzling glare ; the 
other, a planet that cheers and comforts us by its 
steady and uniform distribution of light and heat. 
The mild disposition of this great prince produced ^ 
moderation in hjs conduct, which, if not the cause^ 
was a just emblem of the peaceable state of his 
reign, few military events having disturbed his re- 
pose for forty years : the 3axons under Athelstart, 
Edwy, and Edred, having been fully employed to 
repel the invasions' of the Scotch and the Britons of 
Northumberland and Cornwall. The Welsh at this 
time enjoyed a tranquillity alike unknown to the 
future as the past : this gave Howel an opportu<^ 

nity of turning his attention to the means of 

R 
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iotdrnal reformation; tbe> ameKorating the cxmii 
dition of bis subjects and the good of mankind. 
But his code of laws is the best and highest eolo^ 
giiim on bis memcMry^ and tvill remain to the latest 
posterity a standing monument of his wisdom, iiio«- 
deratidn^ and 'virtue : and if you will not allow bsm 
to be ranked with your classical legislators, Solotf, 
Lycurgus, or Justinian, we must place h\% niche in 
the temple of fame near those of Alfred^ Edgar, 
nhd Edward. 

' Pardon this digressbn^ and I will relieve yoor 
spirits by a sight of the coantry. A few miles from 
Whiteland ts the mountain called Cil-Maen^Ltwyd, 
where the m6st rare and ancient coins of the higher 
and lower Roman empire have been discovered, in* 
eluding those of Cafcaar and Domitian ; and an Oival 
camp, with a single fi^sa dnd vallum, matks one ^ 
their stations here* 

At a small distance, on 4i mountam on tbe bankd 
of the Cleddy, £3 a circle of rude stoties, aboot 
twenty yards in diameter ; they are pitched on end 
at irregular distanees^ from three to six feet;, and 
also of irregular heights, from ftmr to sdven feet $ 
tbe present nuinber is lilteen, but from the unequal 
distances it is probable ibat some have been removed. 
The entrance is guarded by stones o( kas heigbf 
for sdboQt ten feet ; and oppoiite thi^ aVenoe, at tte 
distimce of two hundred yards^ stand on end three 
other very large stonet. This mcnttment^ in iia 
forrti and other Circumstances similar W whdt are 
termed the King's Stones, at Little R^ltiight^ \tk 
Oxfordsbhie, tvas evidently a temple for Dmidic^l 
worship $ ii is called by the coimtry people, Bwrtb 
Arlhor; tbe British name ii Meitfen Gtiryri^ or 



Owiredd^ i. t. stones placed in a eurve; the latter^ sfcmei 
9/ trtifk. A single stone of this kind nedr Capel 
Gating, in Caernarvonshire^ called Maert Gwyf, 
seetns to favour the latter interpretation. Passing 
a wild country we reached the small towrt of 
Narbeth, or Arbetb, which affords little to arrest 
tL traveller's 'attention, but the ruins of its castle, 
distinguished during the contests between the Welsh 
and Flemings, by which latter people it appears to 
have been built. Our road lay through a tolerably 
wooded country for Wales, and leaving the collieries 
>d the vicinity of Sandcr'd*foot Bay on Dur \t% we 
toon reached the town of Tenby*, situate on a ridge 
oS rock that protrudes itself into the sea. Its poaition 
is extremely singular," Spread over the steep and 
wooded sides of a long narrow neck of land, decliv- 
ous on one side towards the sea, and on the dthef 
doping to the tract of sand, which at high water 
insulates it from the western co^st of Pembroke* 
The fine amphitheatre of its bay is formed by lofty 
limestone cliffs, rising abruptly to the west ; and iha 
harbour is included betweep the promoptories of the 
Monstone rock and V St. Catharine's Point. In Le- 
land^s time the whole Vasit ciirve fronfi Caldy road to 
the Worm's Head, was Cdniprehended under the ap*- 
^ellation of Sinus TenUehus : but this now go6s by 
the name of Caermartben Bay, atid Tertby is coti-^ 
^ned within the above noentioned limits. It h^ of 
tetd years become a place of resort, and seems 19 
have borne the bell from all the fashionable Watering 
places of Wales ; and during the sutinm^r fifK>6tfai 

* This, fttm the gitat qasstit^ off fi^ fre^tt^ntipg tli# btf , 
ti.!)y the Wdsh called Dii^y Bscdid. 
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the influx of strangers is very great, and the com- 
pany generally respectable as well as numerous > in- 
deed the convenience for bathing is great, and the 
accommodations good ; and the civility of the peo- 
ple, and the reasonableness of their terms, will not 
fail to insure a regular succession of visitors for this 
purpose to Tenby. The beach is covered with a 
fine sand, sheltered by the cliffs behind, and screened 
in front by a high rock rising out of the sea, afFord- 
' ing a desirable seclusion to the persons bathing, 
while it protects the machines in boisterous weather. 
Theye are public boarding tables at moderate rates, 
and the lodgings are better and cheaper than at 
Swansea. Public assemblies are he^d once a week ; 
private balls frequent; and at other times the amuse- 
ments are bowling, archery, fishing, water excur- 
sions, and cards. 

From its aquatic celebrity the town has experienced 
'Vvithin these few years considerable improvement; 
but from the narrowness of the ridge, and its very 
abrupt declivities, the streets are inconveniently 
constructed ; and though embellished with many 
modern hpuses, others left in a dilapidated, state give 
you the idea of a decaying, rather than an increasing 
place. The roofs all white-washed give a glaring 
appearance in a brilliant sun, painful to thb eye; 
and the modern spire of wood painted so as to imitate 
stone, with rf huge brass weather-cock at top, and 
a bell hung outside, bespeak no great taste in the 
contrivers, and certainly does not accord with the 
yenerability of a good old structure, the church, 
which from the architecture appears to be coeval 
with the castle. You will readily conceive that the 
walks can be few, and little varied : the one round 
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the castle, and another called the Croft, are all it 
can boast, except the road by which you enter the 
town, which is the same by which you must go out 
of it. An extreme scarcity of water prevails here in 
dry summers: what they use is to be had only at ^ 
three miles distance. However, this is a circumstance 
not uncommon on the sea coast : and perhaps where 
pleasure is the'object, and itssources few, this may 
furnish an additional scene of amusement. By those 
who have visited Weymouth, and witnessed the 
numerous scenes of different descriptions of people 
contending for priority in being served with this 
necessary article of life, St. Johns will be considered 
the Upway of Tenby. 

The port is small, defended by a short pier, built a 
few years since by subscription for the defence of fish- 
ing smacks and other small craft that He moored within 
it. At this time it was probably only repaired, as 
Leland mentions a pier in his time, and observes that 
the town was very wealthy by merchandise. . It 
contains sluices within its wall for the admission of 
springtides, to cleanse the harbour of mud, which 
often accumulates in prodigious quantities. Had the - 
pier been taken but to double the extent in a south 
easterly direction. Tenby would have been made ai' 
respectable harbour, and this inconvenience obviated 
in a great measure. 

Leland says that the town was well walled and 
gated, and every gate had a portcullis of solid iron ; 
and that which led towards Caermarthen was circled 
without with an embattled but open roofed tower, 
after the manner of the east gate at Penfibroke, and 
and h&d a suburb without the gate. ** It had for- 
merly twenty-four bastions, and a parapet walk 



wholij Dpurid tbe towb, A wall on one <flde only; 
noiflrremains, having s^ven bastions, the centre' one 
being much larger than the r^t. Tbe castle, a 
small pprtionof which only ia standing, was erected 
bjr the Flemiligs^ but at what c^ra is uncertain. 
A« D. 1152, we hear of its being, besieged, taken, 
and dismantled by Qryffydd ap Rhys, as a retaliation 
on Fitzgerald, the governor, who bad laid a snare 
for the life of Cadell, younger brother of Rhys. 
Tbe Welsh troops scaled the wails before the guard- 
viere alarmed, and the whole garrison, befcu'e they 
could be got under arms, were put to the sword* 
The Welsh decamped with the spoils, audit waS: 
re- fortified. But while the Enj^lish army were en* 
gaged in the grand cruaade to the holy land, Mael-* 
gon, son of Lord Rhys, collected all his forceSj 
sM9$ailed Tenby, and carried away considerable spoils. 

Ota the apprehension of a French invasion, appli- 
catioii was made to Governrnent for protection, it 
lying .open to the pillage of any amall privateer; 
accordingly it was defended by a battery on the 
pier bead, and one of long eighteen pounders on 
each side the promontory. 

It would be unpardonable in me to pass this place 
without recollecting that it gave birth to the inteU 
ligent monk, and directing compafiionin my travels, 
Gyraldus Cambrensis, He was the son of William 
de Barry, an Englishman, by his wife Angaredd, 
daughter of Nest, daughter of Rhys, Prince of 
South Wrfea, maternally descended of royal blood ; 
on which double consideration be was bated both by 
Welsh and English ; looked upou, as he hifo^tf 
observes, ^ Oculo Bove^c^li/• However, he dft- 

seiYed well of both. He paid a visit to Jerusalem i 
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St. Catherine's Island^ and the Lesset Caldey. ti^ 

iorr^ed Ireland ; and travelled through moat part^ 
of England and Walea^ as the aecretary and adviaer 
of Archbifthop Baldwyn, and wrote a description of 
all ; and^ allowing for the age in which be livedo he 
may be allowed to have been the first topographer of 
this or any other country. But merit is the retro*- 
grade way to preferment^ except in the infancy*of 
states, or in very difficult times* After using every 
lever of friendship and interest, he got himself iqto 
the archdeaconry of Brecon ; ac length preferred to 
an Irish mitre ; and late in life got translated to the 
episcopal chair of St. David, where he died, rad 
was biiried in the cathedral, A. D. 121 5. 

A short distance from the shore is the snuill island 

oP St. Catharine's, on which was a chapel dedicated 

to her memory, remarkable for having a passage 

tinder it which may be explored at the ebb of high 

spring tides ; and near it is the island of Lesser 

Caldey, yielding good grass for sheep, and abound* 

ing with rabbits, gulls, and other aquatic fowls. It 

is the property of the crown, as a portion of the 

manors of Manobere and Penally. This is sheltered 

by the island of Caldey, properly so called, formerly 

Inysper, or the island of Pyrrhus, who probably 

was the original proprietor. The distance from the 

nearest point of land, called Giltmore, js little more 

than a mile; and the island is about half a mile wide, 

and .a mile long. Here was once a priory, called UlU 

by Leland, and by Speed, Palla, a cell of St. Dog- 

maers for Benedictine monks of the reformed order 

of St. Martin of Turin, valued at the Dissolution,* 

^52. 2^- bd. Part of the orginal building is* still 

ramaHMng, incorporated with the farm houses' be« 

longing to a Mr. Kennaston^ who lately purchased 
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the fee simple of the whole island: it is a fertile 
spot, yielding plenty of corn and grass ; and the few 
inhabitants live^ the land tax excepted, free of faxar 
tion, the case never having yet been decided whether 
it should be included in the adjoining hundred of 
the Main, or in that of Kernes, as a parcel of the 
lands of St. Dogmaers, to which it formerly apper-r 
tained. This island* not only covers the port of 
Tenby from the gales of the Chnnnel, but also 
forms between it and the main land a safe and conr 
venient harbour for shipping, as two hundred sail 
might ride in safe anchorage, in from six to twelve 
fathoms water. But what this shore is most famed 
for is the incomparable ojsfer fishery. Though 
many countries are visited by this fish, yet our own 
coasts stand the first in fame : for when the Romans 
had tasted those of Britain, in spite of native pre-f 
judice, the oysters of the Lucrine Lake, according 
to Pliny, soon fell into disrepute rand you will re- 
collect that Juvenal, in his usqal incomparable stylcj 
^hen satirizing an epicure, says, 

«f Circseis nata forent an 

tfUcrinum ad Saxum Rutupinove edita fundo 
pstrpa^ pallebat primo deprendere morsu." 

They were imported into Italy as early as the 

reign of Vespasian ; and though they were at first 

imported into that cquptry from the coast of Kent, 

as being ^hat with whiph the Romans were then best 

acquainted, yet there is no doubt but they found the 

excellence of those of Tenby, as they extended 

their conquest^ westward : and the Tenby ^nd IVIilr. 

/ 

^ On the rocks gro^s the elegant layatera arborea and cur* 
cabulus viscosus* « 
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ford are as eipinent in the west, as the Milton and 
the Colchester are in the eastern part "of the king- 
dom. 

The oyster, ostrea cdulis of Linnaeus, is too well 
known for description ; for there is but one species, 
thoigh SO' many varieties are distinguished according 
to the places where they are caught or fed, and so dif- 
ferently estimated according to their size or delicacy 
of flavour. This humble link in the chain of animated 
being is denied the faculty enjoyed by most other of 
the piscatory tribes, that of locomotion, and in this 
respect can claim little superiority to the vegetable 
tribes ; almost wholly passive, he endeavours to re- 
main in one spot at the bottom of the ocean. Rpcks, 
stones, and pieces of timber, sea wreck, every thing 
stationary seem to furnish him with a kind of secu- 
rity against the agitation of the waves. Indeed, ^ 
essential to oysters is this adhesion to some kind of 
fixture, and so prone are they to attach themselves^ 
that, if they meet with nothing else, they will mu-' 
tually adhere to each other : this is performed by 
means of a gluten, of a similar nature to that with 
whiph they forip their shells, and when it become* 
dry is of equal hardness, and broken with equal 
difficulty. Oysters cast their spawn in May ; it at 
first appears like small drops of fat, and is called 
spat, these immediately adhere to any kind of subr 
stance they happen to light upon ; in a few days the 
^hell begins to make its appearance, ^and in three 
years they are fit for the market. Like snails they 
i^re hermaphrodite^ and their young are spawned 
complete. Like other fish during the spawning 
season they are le'an ; but by the month of August 
4'j^ruit their strength, and get into condition. Dur- 
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jQgtbts^ and subsequent to this season, in eountricit 
where prudent regulations have be«n made for their 
preservation^ all dredging and other fishing has been 
prohibited x in Spain and some other southern coun- 
tries of Europe^ this prohibitioti is considered as a 
necessary precaution of health. It is an old ob^ 
senration that (he oyster is in season in those iponthi 
vhieh include in their name the letter. R; at other 
titnes» being in a state of pregnancy, it is found ta 
eorvtain a thick white curdled matter like cream 
about the fish, which did not escape the observatba 
^ the accunate F)iiiy> lib,, ix. c. 51 . Tim old ones 
are ffeqtieotly found ivitb twenty or thirty of their 
^oqng sticking to^ tbeir back, these the flsbermen 
iKiTape off and throw back to inerea<se the beds* 
Severe winters and violent storms are highly injuri-* 
^s^ and frequently destroy them. On tbis^ as weU 
9S Other accounts^ properly of this nature is- very 
pfecarious; as frequently they are not to be found 
where most plenteous beibne^ an^ new oyster beds 
spring up in places where they were never known ^ 
Kneethe year \*J\% multitudes have been taken in- 
the Caernarvonshire Menai, where, prior to that 
period^ it is recorded noqe were ever discovered^ 
The report is, that a person threw into the channel 
9bout one hundred live oysters, which have increased 
several miles ; and numerous vesseb are now em- 
ployed in the fishery : but it is morf probable th^ 
real cause was, the agitated waters carrying the spat 
from distant oyster beds during the spawning season* 
The oyster rests on his fiat side ; so far he is secure^ 
but on the convex side we discover various produc- 
tions of the coral kind,, and frecfoently he is loaded 
with snjall muscles and clif&reat marine wbrras^t- 
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cren the nereis noctiluca, which gives ,tbe appear«> 
ance of fir^ to the sea, deigns to become parasitical 
and revitra its brilliancy by the support it derives 
frond the hpmble oyster. These and others are 
continually sapping the external defence of this de^ 
voted animals and by perseverance make breaches, 
by which they soon gain the citadel, bis heart I If 
not before occupied by the asieria glacialis,* sea 
Star, and the nereis rufa, red worm, which without 
the Wast quarter are constantly preying upcm his 
vitals* While thus attacked by various external 
and internial enemies, he is trepanned by the supe« 
rior artof man, and exhibited as a delicipus morsel 
at the tables of luxury. 

A considerable difference arises with regard to tbe 
texture of the shell, and the flavour of its contents i 
, where they lie on a calcareous bottom, the shells 
are friable ; on a rocky shore they become thicker 
and denser ; and on clay and marl they are softer, 
and contain a greater proportion pf animal gluten. 
On the eastern side o( the Adriatic ail marine ani-r 
mals are more insipid than tbpise which are found 
on the western side. On calcareous rocks tbey wi 
Wgfr, bQt not so high flavoured as those living in 
^eeks and bays ; but those esteemed the most-dfo 
Kcious are fo\ind on sands. Oysters lie at all depths; 
on wbpt is called Ireland's %e they are sought fo|! 
in eighteen and twenty fathom water ; here on the 
ilhpre of Caldey they are found from nine to twelve, 

* This ipQst fprroidgbla enemy, the star fish, issometimot 
found in the shells fast closed, and in which no ti-aces can bjD 
found of the original inhabitant, lying in it, coiled tip in a 
evfcie; having fattened upon the spoils^ ^nd bssking in Uie hsr 
bltsiiaa of the i&aooent victim. 
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The fishery, though siniple, is curious, and variei 
according to the depth of their stations, or the 
means of the fishermen. Some cSllfect them with 
their hands ; and others with a sort of long wooden 
tongs, or a rake of iron spikes affixed to the end of 
a large pdle. But these methods can only be adopted 
in shoal water : the most common mode of, fishing, 
and that adopted here, is what they call dredging, 
from the instrument used on this oc^casion, a dredge ; 
this is a large triangular iron frame, the base of which 
IS bent back about twelve inches, so as to form a 
rectangular scraper; to the opposite angle is affixed a 
length of rope, arvl over all is placed a net com- 
posed of leathern thongs, or iron wire. Equipped 
with several of these, they proceed in their boats 
over the oyster grounds, dislodging and collecting 
the oysters, often taking up the dredges as they fill, 
which is known by the weight, and discharging the 
contents into the hold of the boat. Numerous 
boats arc occupied in this fishery, and most of the 
poor families here are employed in the trade, Tenby 
supplying the midland and \yestern coa^sts of Eng^ 
land with this article of luxury. 

The Romans, to whom posterior ilations have 
usually looked up for models of improvement, first 
taught the Britons to feed their fish in ponds, and 
fatten oysters in artificial beds. For the former 
purpose large reservoirs were formed about a century 
before Christ, at the different villas in the vicinity 
of Rome ; and beds for the latter in the shores of 
Baia. The people of Tenby have not yet adopted 
this most profitable part of the trade, owing to their 
great distance from the-metropolis, and the situation 
being inconvenient^ unless they would combine 
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with those of Milfard. The principal fattening beds 
are in the neighbourhood of Colchester, Pel ton, and 
the banks of the Hampshire Menai. The spat is 
collected fropi the natural beds, and transplanted to 
the mud and slinoe wl^ich accumulates in these tide 
rivers : here the oysters soon grow large, and be- 
come very fat. That engendered on the Essex coast 
has hitherto been esteemed the best, and it is carried 
and deposited where the Colne forms a number of 
arms and small creeks, peculiarly adapted for this 
concern' near Colchester. The Dutch, who have 
for centuries taken the. lead in the fisheries, dig pits 
on the sea shore, furnished with small sluices for the 
admission of sea water to a certain height at spring 
tides : into these the oysters, when sufficiently fat- 
tenedj are thrown, and left to undergo another pro- 
cess. The stagnant sea water soon becomes green, 
and the oysters assume the same colour. These in 
Holland are called groen boardges, and the oysters 
so served are esteemed as possessing superior deli- 
cacy. Similar. pits are formed on the banks of the 
Colne and the Thames, and denominated greening 
pits. . It, has been a question how this colour is pro- 
liuced? Some have asserted, it is owing to green 
copperas: but this in any quantity would destroy 
the fish f others have attributed it to the marine 
plants, the ulvas and tremellas, particularly to 2^ 
species of the latter genus, tremella lactuca,. which 
in English, from this vulgar error, is denominated 
oyster green. But since the oysters are observed 
never to. acquire this colour but in summer, it would 
rather appear to be occasioned by heat producing 
some decomposition of the salt contained in the sea 
iv^ter, and the decomposed ingredients coiliing in 
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eonfact with tbe sebaceous substance of the 4)yMef^ 
thus producing green hi tike that of tbt tuirtle' iti 
tropical climate^ which it nearly resembles both irt 
uppearance and flavour. Whatever may be the 
oiuscy it is highly probable the fish during thil^ gteen^ 
ing process suffers considerable pain^ ^^ince m tbes6 
pita the oyster has been observed to exhibit Mm^ 
aigns of locomotion^ shifting sides and lying li^ben 
the tide flows with the convex side of tbe shell 
downwards* 

While on the Subject of luxury, my friend^ I Mn^ 
i>dt help ntaking coodparisons. It has been obsetved^ 
that the state of any nation may be knowif by Ml 
attentive examination of Che progress of It;^xafy ; and 
that it may be inferred, whether it has yet arrived at, 
or passed the nieridian of its greatnesa, and thus b6 
foretold its future increase and glory, or deelensiotl 
and decay. Greece and Rome have been produced 
as examples to confirm this doctrine^ and tbe latter 
nation has been proverbial for its extravagance of ap^ 
petite. The ancient satirists have often employed 
their wit on this subject, an<j their historians entered 
into detail on tbe objects of their luxury. Auks 
GelHus recites a curious fragnient from Va^2i>, itI 
which he enumerates the delicacies of tbe tsible, 
and the proper/ iten^s for a Roman feast) aftd then 
subjoins that all pisople of tjtete .would pfbcnre at 
any price the respective articles, from tho^ places 
ttroat famed for producing tbem id perfection. '^ Pea-* 
cocks from Samos ; woodcocks fron^ Fbryg^ ; 
swans fromMelica; goftW from Ambfocia; tunny 
from Cbalcedon ; lamprey* frdni Tortesia ; cod from 
Tessinantia; oysters from Tarentum ; cockle* from 
Chios; sturgeon from Bhodei^; S(^r ftom Glicta ^ 



DUM frdrti Thrace; dates flrom Egypt; cTielnuts from 
Hjbericai &c* fco. After iBuch an etiomeratioa (and 
tl^ lift might have bedn greatly enlarged) and when 
it ia taken into the account that many o( thes6 
places were far diftfant. from Rome, and the procuring 
ibcsili consequently difficult and expensive, we cry 
iwt, what folly ! ithat luxury! what ridiculous and 
wanton profusion, to pamper and pall the corpomal 
appetite 1 N9 wonder after this if we hear of her de- 
tlioe and falL Whether we are arrived at the ze* 
Utth of otir power^ and the acme of our greatn^ss^ 
tiil)e only can discover* Do we not talk of our 
Ganobridge butter, our Norfolk turkies, our Milton 
oysters; our northrsea cod, our Welsh mutton, our 
Severn salmon, our Worcester Latn preys, our Dutthi 
tongues, our Westphalia hams, our Parmesan cheese, 
Qttr French olives, our Messina oranges, our Tokay 
and Cape wmes, our Jamaica rum, our Leeward 
Idand turtlei Sec. &c. , 

*' Noibiae nutata de te fabula narratur." 

I am. Yours, &c. J. E. 
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LETTER X 

DfiAH SlB> 

A. • 
prCumsiance peculiarly striking meets the 

eye of the observant traveller on his enterihg the 
county of Pembroke j which is the 'difference in the 
dress, manners^ ^nd language of the inhabitants 
from those of their immediate neighbours. I be- 
fore observed, that a colony of Flemings had been 
plMCted here by the policy of the first Hetiry ; and 
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another of the same people, incorporated with them 
by the sagacious Henry IL To these were occa- 
sionally added numerous Anglo Normans from the 
English armies, as welltis marauding adventurers on 
4his newly acquired territory. At first they were 
confined to the hundred or commot of Rhos ; which 
still more particularly retains the appellation of 
Little England beyond Wales. But the numbers ac- 
cumulating with years, they soon spread along the 
whole coast, from the lordship of Comes to the 
mouth of the Tave. This country is still divided 
into what is cdW^d \h^ EngUshery and Welshery ; the 
latter containing the original inhabitants, consists of 
the cantreves of Comesy Cilgercan, part of Arberth 
and Cewisland : the former comprising the other 
part of Arberth, the cantreves of Rhos, Castel Mar- 
tin, and Dougleddy. In the former are many great 
femilies, which still preserve their descents and in- 
herit ^he'ancient seats and demesnes of their ances- 
tors : for although it is asserted that Comes and 
Cilgerran were conquered by Martin de la Tours, and 
nominally so, at a subsequent period by Strongbow, 
Earl of Pembroke ; yet as they appear to have pos- 
sessed the same spirit displayed by their neighbours 
on similar occasions, their resistance was noble and 
determined, and their submission more the effect of 
compromise than conquest. So that many of them 
were permitted to hold their estates and live in the 
exercise of their laws and customs, which was not 
the case in many other^parts, where immediate con- 
fiscations, took place, the inhabitants driven out, and 
Normans and English placed in their room. That 
the men of Comes obtained more eligible terms from 
the invader, evidently appears to have been owing 
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to tde spirited opposition he met with here, for he 
wad induced to shelter his violence under a pretendbdl 
right derived by his marrying, for this very puroose^ 
Angharad daughter of Rhys, Prince of South Wiles. 
This was the only step which could have previriled 
upon them to have accepted any terms, however li- 
beral, at the hands of an usurper. This marriage 
acted as a salvo to the consci^nees of the irritable 
but unsuspecting Welsh, who considered this not ad 
a submission to the descendant of the rapacious Nor- 
man ; but to the blood royal of thdr lawful and he« 
reditary princes. Respeicting Dewisland, this being 
granted to the bishop of St. David^s, the military con* 
sidered it sacrilegious and an impious offence to at« 
tempt any thing either hostile or oppressive against 
the possessions of the church: therefore the inha- 
bitants of this district remained quiet, while their 
^ neighbours were grievously harassed and distressed. 

The Flemings were generally considered as a hardy^ 
industrious, and adventurous people, well skilled iof 
trade and addicted to merchandise ; and monuments 
still remain of their knowledge and industry. From 
the very commencement of their career, they were 
from nece^ity engaged in warfare with the natives/ 
Constant antipathies would therefore arise, and na^ 
tional prejudices be confirmed ; and though for cen<^ 
taries they have been united by law, yet they.still 
continue two distinct people : while their languag;e 
and manners form a striking contrast^ they appear 
determined to exhibit their different origin in their 
ihodes of dress. That of the women in the Welsh 
part is a jacket and petticoat of checked worsted, ot. 
lindsey wolsey stuffy with a cap tied under the chin^ 
sxid a large^ broad brimmed, high'^rowned, beaver* 

S 
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hat : while that of the women of this pzrt of Petii-*' 
brpkeshire is a thick heavy cloth gown and petti^ 
coat, with a hood hanging from it behind, generally 
of a dark colour, and instead of a cap, a large hand* 
kerchief wrapped about the head and tied under the 
chin : sometimes they wear over it a shallow crowned 
beaver bat, similar to the milk maids of Gloucester 
and Somerset. If the addition of a cloak become 
necessary, they throw over their shoulders a whittle 
of the same heavy cloth with the gowns, but gene- 
rally white or scarlet. Nor are they, like the 
Welsh, fond of going barefoot; wearing thick shoes 
and stockings, and studiously avoiding shewing 
either naked legs or naked feet. Their mode ofv 
living is different also: while the Welsh peasant is 
content to live on bread and cheese, with tiiilk or 
milk and water for liis usual beverage ; the peasant 
of this district like those of England, requires a good, 
allowance of shambles meat, and a plentiful supply 
of fermented liquor. 

The names of persons and places are like those of 
England, as Williamstown, Norton, &c. * The in* 
clioation and temper of the two people is equally 
striking, and equally adverse. Fuller facetiously ob^ 
serves, ^^ that the disp6sition of the Welsh is like the 
face of the country, full of elevations and depressions; 
of a gunpowder -quality, so as to blow up, before it 

I 

* There is not perhaps t better criterion to fix the line of de*. 
narcatioB between the original inhabitants and the Norman and 
Flemish settlers, than the different style of their buildings, parti*, 
calarly in tbeic churches* which in the parts the latter took pos* 
session of, are uniformly ornamented with the addition of towers 
cir spires ; while those of the former, like most British churcheSj 
are nndistinguisl^ed by any external decoration. 
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can be discbx'ered that the match is applied, and the 
women are more apt to catch than the men/' ' It is, 
on the contrary, evident to persons conversant with 
the nativies of this part of Pembroke, that they arc 
composed of less' turljulent elements than those of 
the other part of the principality. These, if possible, 
seek peace, hating contention and avoiding litiga-^ 
tion, to^hich the Welsh are to a fault* addicted: 
whence this great difference arises I leave to the de- 
termination of those who account for degeneracy 
from a want of crossing the breed ; or to those who 
maintain that there is an essential difFerepce of tem- 
perature, ab origine, both in* nations as well as indi- 
viduals. Not a word of Welsh is to be heard in this 
part, and the English here spoken is very little dif- 
ferent from the common dialect of England, except 
in some parts of Rh6s and Castle Martin. The two 
people avoid all commerce with each other, so as not 
to buy or sell' but in open fairs ; and a pathvi^ay will 
divide them in the same parish. To such an extent 
is the detestation of each other carried among the 
lower orders of the people, that a matrimonial con- 
nection between the opposite parties is considered a 
misfortune to both families : hence cases have ariseti 
at the assizes for the county attended with "great in- 
convenience ; for it has occurred, upon a jury, that 
one half could not understand the other, and When 
explained to them, they have refused to concur in 
giving a verdict ; and instances have been recorded 
vrhere they have ftisted three days together, before 
they have been" reduced to a compromise of unani- 
mity : 

" Tantaenc animis ccclestibus irae I" 
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yVe ascended a high ridge of table land, over which 
for Oen miles lies the public road, which without ex*' 
ception may be considered as the best in the kmg^ 
dom, and unobstructed by the bar of a turnpike^ 
Indeed in traversing both England and Wales it is 
observable, where toll-gates arc most frequent the 
roads are generally the worst ; where fewer, better; 
and where fewest^ best of all. -The roads^in many 
parts of the kingdom will corroborate the former ob^ 
servation, and . those of Caernarvonshire add Pcm^ 
broke will justify the latter. 

The views from this natural terrace are prodigi- 
ously fine towards the sea, but little interesting 
towards the land. They are extensive^ but the eye 
becomfes fatigued in looking over a dreary country^ 
undiversified by hills and dales, and unenriched with 
WQod and water ; and it is only relieved by extending 
its ken to the mountains of Pcrcelly, aqd a range of 
'subordinate hills, which form a natural boundary 
l)etween the cantreves of Dewisland and Kernes. 

Leaving the castle of Manwbwr on our left, and 
the castellated mansion of Carew on our right, we 
descended to the ruins ^ of Lantphey, formerly a 
palace belonging to the see of St« David's^ great 
part of which was erected by Bishop Gower, }38$< 
During the civil wars it was nearly -destroyed. The 
great hall, with another spacious apartment, the 
chapel, and one round tower with an open parapet 
at top, are still visible. It was originally surrounded 
with a moat,, and the south gate, with its drawbridge^ 
still remain. This, . with its annexed manor, wens 
alienated by Henry VIII. in favour of Willian> Dfe- 
vereiix, Earl of Hereford, whose heirs sold it to 
Hugh Owen, Bart, of Orielton, in whose family 
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tfae property is still vested. A mile brought us to 
the county town of Pembroke, which derives its 
naoiefrom its situation, being built at the head of 
the iideJ^ It at present consists of one long street, 
extending from the east to the west gates ; and on 
the north side are its market-place, church, dnd 
castle. The houses at the east end of the town are 
most of them mean and low, and many in a ruinous 
condition, the trade having declined so that it iy 
little more than half inhabited. From its situation 
on a rocky oblong promontory, Mr. Windham com- 
pares it with Edinburgh : the resemblance, how- 
ever, -did not strike us. The elevation continuing 
from the Milver Dyke to the river, composed of an 
itnpervious limestone, occasions at times a scarcity 
of water; the town being supplied by a common 
conduit, with a turncock, mear the church. It is a 
Corporate town, governed by a mayor, assisted by 
two bailiffs, and sends one member to the British 
parliament. Whether this was ever a Roman sta*" 
lion has not yet been ascertained : it is, however, 
highly probable, as Roman coins of the late Erti- 
perors have been dug up, and a curious stone, fifteen 
feet long, nine wide, and two thick, has been lately 
discovered, having British characters raised, with the 
letters reversed upon it, equally executed as in the 
best times of Rome. It appears to have been dono 

* A small creek comes up from M ilford Haven« called Piea« 
narxQOUth. The entrance, between rock and rock^ is bqt 200 
If^rds at high water^ and at low water but 102, and from nine tQ 
t3R^(elvf feet deep. It is the opinion of skilful men that this creek 
at a small expence might be made a dock sufficient to cOiftain all 
the shipping of England, and would be the first thing of the 
Itindintitt woiid. Vid. L. Morris. 
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about the fourth century, and is supposed to have 
been a model of an alphabet for engravers^ from which 
they might copy those letters they expected in a 
legible word, after, the impression was taken from 
the wood or stone of any monument or inscription. 
Our British ancestors certainly acquired the art of 
Imprinting words from the Romans ; and though 
this knowledge has little connexion with the art of 
printing with moveable types, yet the real effect 
from impression is the same in both. Gyral- 
dus informs us, that Arnulph de Montgomcfy, 
brother to Robert, Earl of Shrewsbury,, built the 
•castle in the time of Henry II. but very meanly, 
with ramparts formed of stakes and turfy which on 
his return to England he delivered to the custody of 
Gyraldus, Lieutenant General and Constable of the 
castle of Windsor, who shortly after, with a small 
garrison, was besiejgcd in it by the united forces of 
North arid Sgutb Wales: but such was the noble 
resistance made by him and his courageous party, 
that the besiegers were repulsed with great loss; 
who after laying waste the whole country with fire 
and sword, departed without attacking Pembroke^ 
and left this small defence as an impregnable fort- 
tess : so little at that period were military tactics 
iindcKtood, or so decidedly advantageouis must have 
been the situation of the place. The present castle, 
standing on a precipitous limestone rock, which 
overhangs the river navigable for sm^ll vessels to the 
town, was most probably erected by the aforenamed 
Gyraldus, as the architecture is Norman, and he 1%. 
said to have fortified both the town* and castle. 

* Leland says> " The town wa« walled, and hath tb^rec gatcg^ 

9 
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The entrance into the latter is between two immense 
round towers, and which had three portcullises of 
solid iron. The chapel where Henry VIL was born, 
is called the. Queen's nursery, the curious wainscot 
of which is said to have been perfect within the 
memory of some old inhabitants ; to this adjoins the 
dungeon tower ; and west . of this is a very large 
round tower, called the double tower, having walls 
fifteen feet thick, the area within twenty five^ and 
crowned at top with a cupolated stone roof. In the 
west wall is another round tower^ with a sally port, 
near which was discovered lately, in digging, a quan- 
tity of leather money ; hence is a natural cavern^ 
termed the Hogan (from ogo, a cave}> immediately 
under the chapel, opening into the river. Between 
ibis cavern and the castle, is a communication by a 
staircase outside the rock^ barricadoed by a strong 
w^ll, in which is still a large door-way opening to 
the river. The. cavern is circular^ and more than 
fifty feet in diameter, and the height equal in pro* 
portion. Near is shewn another natural cavern; 
which our Ciceroni informed us reached to Tei^ : 
such stories are too general for 'unqualified belief j 
we recommended his making the subterraneous 
journey, and we would meet him at the end of it. 
The almost inaccessability of the scite of this fortres3P^ 
and its artificial strength^ must in those times have 
rendered it nearly impregnable ; atid indeed such it 
was for a long period considered ^ for when the 

est, we^t^ and north; of whiche the est gate was the forest^ 
having ao open compassed tower^ in the entrance of whiche was 
a portcullis of solid iron^ (ex solido ferro,)*' It. v. 5, Great part 
of the ancient walls^ and a few of the circular towers still en« 
viron the town« 
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Wdab ^ere snccessfal in despoiling inamy otbef«'m 
the neigbbourhood^ tbey seldom ventured to attudi 
tbis: consequeotly it bas exf>erieQced inucb less of 
tbe changes attendant on such turjbulent times fbafi 
its more imbecile neighbours : except a<flerioul^ siege 
sinder Llewelin, scarcely any thing of note i& re* 
cordied. During tbe civil wars it was early opeapied 
and Impaired by the parliamentary forces^ i64S : 
Colonels Langbome, Fowel, and Payer, consider- 
ing themselves neglected by the parliament, in-% 
^nded to declare ibr the King, as soon as they 
should hear that the Scots army had entered England, 
^w'fae unexpected arrival of a new Governor antici* 
pated their design: but though ill provided with 
provisions and anKminition, and deserted by their 
friends who had promised their assistance, they gal- 
lantly defended the4ownand castle for four months: 
^[K)r was it till Cromwell himself appeared before the 
place with strong rdnfcn-cements, and their stores 
were entirely exhaustedj^ that .they submitted to a 
surrender. The two former, it is supposed, escaped 
-by^onpivance, bat Payer was beheaded as a traitor, 
in -Govern Garden, and the castle was consequently 
dismantled. In one of the areas of the castle, now 
jQsed. as ^ bowling-green, have been frequently 
^und round stones like pebbles, said to have been 
iired toward tbe latter part of the siege, their balia 
being exhausted. On the opposite side of the creek 
is Si considerable Buburb, jcaned to the town by a 
Jong riarrow bridge, called Monkton, from a priory 
founded here by Atnulph, Earl of Pembroke, A, D, 
logs, for monks of the order of St. Benedict, a cell 
at first to the abbey of Sieyes in Normandy, after* 
wards to the abbay of St. Alban^s in Hertfordshire^ 

7 ' ' 
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Vfdtred at the Dissolution £57. Some rums of the 
buiMing are yet extant : part of the ctiurcb and the 
refectory are used as a granary, ca'iled the Monk* 
^house. . It is said, that during the siege of the castle 
under the parlisimentary forces, the most effectual 
irenches were opened in the church-yard*; and a 
small eminence near a farm house, at a considerable 
distance, is shewn also as the spot : the latter pro- 
bably was a covering battery during the erection of 
the other. 

We were now upon the verge of the long and 
justly admired haven of Milford, considered as the 
moftt spacious and secure of any in Europe, and 
which surely ought to be the pride of a country that 
owesboth greatness and security toher maritime power; 
a haven in which the whole navy of Great Britaia 
might ride at single anchor in all weathers. It con- 
tains five ibays, thirteen roads, and sixteen creeks: 
noncan any thing be more expressive of its safety for 
shipping, than the brief description contained in an 
old couplet : 

** Here circling ba^tks the furious winds controul, • 
And peaceful waves with gentle murmurs roll/^ «# 

At a small distance from Pembroke the various 

branches of this celebrated harbour ramify like so 

many fibres into the interior of the country, and, 

met by kindred streams, unite in one grand basin 

of several miles extent, forming the finest piece of 

land-rlocked water 4n the united kingdom. Its 

length, from the great ferry beyond Pembroke to the 

southern point of Nanglc, is ten miles. The breadth 

very unequal ; but in several places from two to three 

miles. The tides flow up its various creeks to a much 

gjreater extent northerly, as far as Carew Castle. At th^ 
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entrance of the haven on Njangle Point is ^ a small 
village, or rather hamlet, with a house furnishing 
miserable accommodations for numerous passengers 
to and from Ireland and other places, who ^re obr 
[iged to put in frequently to wait for weathen Her^ 
are the ruins of a sniall castle and nunnery ; and on 
the opposite point of St« Ann's, a small light hous^ 
and blockhouse. The haven immediately widens 
towards the land, forming a vast extent of water 
that puts on the appearance of a grand Americai]i 
lake. . The mildness of its wave, the transparency 
of its waters, and the softness of its surrounding 
scenery, give it a title to the beautiful, if not to 
the sublime. About the centre of the western side 
of the haven is the small village of Hubberstone* 
Haiken, forming, with the opposite shore of thq 
creek, what is called the port of Milford, which 
carries on a small trade in coals, corn, and limer 
Stone, to different parts of the coast and Ireland, to 
which country this was formerly the only port of 
passage. Two packets have lately been established 
here for Waterford, which has given the place some 
small degree of consequence ; and a spacious and 
elegant hotel and inn has been erected on the iiorth 
side of the creek, for the reception of persons who 
may be detained on their passage. The accommor 
dations of this house, which w^s much wanted, do 
credit to the projector, the agent of Sir Willi- 
am Hamilton, and at the same time reflects credit 
on the public spirit of his employer* The distance 

* ifjear this place is the ruin of a priory, not noticed by 
Dugdale or Tanner ; the remaining gateway of which exhibits 
elegant workmanship, and is very accurately delineated is 
Grose's Antiquities, 
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from port to port is twenty-three leagues ; l3ut what 
renders it particularly convenient as a station of thiS 
sort, is the facility with which the packets can sail, 
being able to get out with almost any wind, except 
in violent stormy weather. It was this induced the 
immortal bard to put into the mouth of the faif 
Imogen : 



•• Speak — how far it is 



To this same blessed. Milfprd ; and by the way 
Tell me how Wales wal made so happy as 
To inherit such a haven." 

Cymheline. 

But the importance of Milford to this realm, and 

the serious consequences of its loss, liave not been 

sufficiently considered^ or more would have beer) 

done for its defence. It is the opinion of men of 

the first military talents, that in case the French were 

ever to invade Great Britain, they would commence 

by a descent on the coast of Cardigan or Pembroke ; 

endeavour to throw the country into an alarm, and 

in the interim to secure by redoubts the haven of 

Milford : or if they attempted to dismember Ireland^ 

as lately they have done, they cannot hope of 

success while we have a oavy, but by securing to 

themselves this harbour. According to the well-* 

known proverb^ though ancient^ true^ 

*' He that England will win, 
Must with Ireland begin." 

The Haven once occupied, they would soon put the 
town and castle of Pembroke in a state of defence, 
and we have seen what an important post this was 
during the long contests between the English and 
the "V^^lsh. The soil about the haven is fertile,, 
yielding abundance of corn, and the creeks afibrd a 



eon&taot supply of fish^ objects of importance as 9 
IRipply for an invading army ; and it stands well^for 
receiving fresh supplies from the north of France, 
And when it is further considered, that there arc in 
this county eighte^en castles, many of which at aa 
easy rate might be repaired and put in a state fit for 
formidable defence, with numerous ramparts of earth 
and ditches thrown up on almost inaccessible heights, 
forming impregnable places, were they once to get 
footing it would require a powerful force effectually 
to dislodge thern. In possession of this Haven they 
IBirould soon be masters of the 3eas, so as to harass 
bur trade in the St. George's and Bristol Channels t 
ftnd be able to commit perpetual depredations on our 
western shores. It is also situate within s$ven hours 
fail of Waterford and Wexford \ and though our nary 
should still continue to be superior at sea, yet here 
they would find a secure retreat from storms and 
defeat, as no land forces would be able 10 expel 
them. These and many more weighty considera- 
tions were submitted to the Lords of the Admiralty, 
by the principal gentlemen of this county, so early 
as the reign of Elizabeth, and often since; but th6 
precarious state of Ireland during the American war, 
and the dangerous state pf it in the late horrid rebel- 
lion ; and the yet dcitermined views of our inveterate 
enerhy France to alienate (his portion of the British 
empire, place these considerations in a much strpnger 
point of view, and afford additional reasons for con^ 
stituting this the thirds if not the jffri^ of our naval 
stations. Had this been made a rendezvous for a 
few sail of the line and frigates during the late un- 
happy disturbance? in that miserable country, the 
French army under General Humbert, would never 
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have been able to have made good a landing, nor in 
all human probability to have escafied the vigilance 
and zeal evinced by our brave adinirals and cap^ 
tains on that memorable occasion. In consequence 
of the remonstrances to the admiralty above*men-r 
Itaned, a surveyor and engineer by the name of Jvj^ ■ 
was sent down to make observations on the capable 
lity'and plan of defence, an4 give iti his reports; but 
his stay was short, and his survey soon ended. There 
is a place now called the Ivy Tt^er, the residence' of 
a Mr. Williams, where report says tber voluptuous 
surveyor found a nlagnet of greater attraction tbaa 
any prospect of distant fame; and an object of much 
more valued importance to himself, than any whjch 
tould be afforded by the future security of the bar^ 
bour of Mtlford. 

In the year 17^9) ^n act passed the hou^ fov 
erecting fortifications in the interior part of the Hs** 
ven, as Petcrchurch, West Lanyon, and Neyland 5 
not, it is said, for preventing the enemy*s ships from 
entering the haven, but to secure the inward har*» 
bour, and to provide against distresses similar to 
those experienced at Cherbourg and St. Maloet 
during the war preceding the last two. Ten thousand 
pounds were expended on the port of Neyland alone^ 
which to this hour remains unfinished. This ea^ 
pensive chain of fortifications has incurred much 
censure and ridicule, from their position at the bot^ 
torn or further end of an extensive bay or haven, 
while the principal points remain undefended. When 
the job was accomplished, tiie notion of their im^^ 
portance *vanished, and the works have sinde beetf 
neglected, and remain only to shew the imbecility- of 
the contriver^ and the absurdity of the plan. 
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Positions for annoyance or defence were perhaps 
never better understood in this kingdom than they 
were centuries ago ; and the sditc of a castle at 
Nangle would have pointed out, if the siiuatton itself 
hadnot^ that spot as the first to an engineer. Indeed 
it did not escape the eye of the vigilant administra- 
tion of Eh'zabeth. During the threatened invasion 
by the Spanish Armada, two forts were erected on 
the two points of Nangle and. Dale, as may be seen' 
in old ' Speed's maps ; but it does not appear they 
were ever completely finished, owing probably to 
the abundant security and. confidence derived from 
the total overthrow of that formidable expedition by 
the prowess of our navy. The situation, however, 
was well chosen, since a vessel by being obliged 
by these forts to bring to, before she is well in the 
mouth of the haven, may either drive ashore on the 
i^cks and be lost> or at least by this mean be unable 
to gain the harbour. A spiall fort also might be 
erected on the Stacks and another on Sandy Haven 
Pointy which would command the entrance of the ha- 
ven ; and not be liable fo any objection from the preju- 
dice that they would injure our own shipping. Floating 
batteries also might ride in safety below those points* 
Of tbe^ necessity of defending an outer as well as 
inner harbour^ the affair of Toulon is a sufficient 
reason and exemplification. With regard to the im- 
portance of this haven, its different roads and 
creeks, and suggested improvenients, I must refer 
you to a very judicious and interesting work, (Lewis ' 
Morris's Survey of the Coasts and Harbours of 
Wales.) 

': An excursion up the harbour brought us to the 
fork or tongue of land formed by the confluence of 
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the two rivers, Cleddeu^ whence the hundred takes 
the name of Diicleddy. On this point is the castle 
of Ros, an old seat of the Owen family ; and higher 
up, on the ostiary of the Eastern Cleddy, invironed 
with noble woods, stands Picton Castle^ the handsome 
tesx oi Lord Milford. It was built by William de 
Picton, a Norman baron, in the time of William 
Rufus, and having escaped the fate of most other 
eastles in Wales, even during the age of dismantling 
and demolition, the civil wars^ has always been in- 
habited. The apartments are magnificent, and con- 
siderable alterations have been lately made, but it is 
always disgusting to the eye of taste, to observe an- 
cient and modern architecture blended together in 
the same edifice. Perhaps our forefathers studied 
grandeur at the expense of comfort too much, we 
certainly run into the contrary extreme ; and it is 
more to be desired than expected, that these should 
ever perfectly coalesce. The extensive plantations 
form a rich outline to the haven, and the adjoining 
seat of Mr. Phillips at Slebitch ♦ is not the 'least 
prominent feature in the lovely picture. We now 
crossed to the opposite side to Nayland^ where sugars 
are discharged, and pay the duty at the custom house 
of Pembr€)ke. Here are some considerable salt 
works which some centuries ago were of much more 
consequence than at present; for A. D. 1259, the 
Welsh overrun the county of Pembroke, and consi* 
dered the salt they found here the most dcsi^'able 
booty. (Vid. Powel.) 

* Here was a commander7 founded by the two brothers Wal* 
ter and Wisa for Templars, and '^htn that order bcicame un* 
ftiihionable, they were changed into Knights Hospitallers of St. 
Jobo of Jerasalem. 
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At this'haven^ near Dak^ lalrfdeid EFcnry. Eerl df 
Richmond, on his return from Fnance, with the vie^ 
of potting in his claim to (he crown of England^ 
iiirf)ich he obtained after the total defeat of Richard 
the III. in the celehratpd battle of Bosworth Fields 
Originally of Welsh extractibn, be principaHy owed 
to his countrymen, by consanguinity, the success of 
his cnterprize. After the nation appeared in. som'd 
measure prepared, by the cruelties of Richard and 
the promises of Henry, for a counter revolution^ 
Rice ap Thomas having conferred with many of his 
friends, Morgan of Kidwelly, the bishop of St. Da- 
vid's, and the abbot of Talye ; but especially with 
his frophei, Robert of the DaUy be repaired with hia 
fir i^nds and followers, including, l>esi(^ infantry^ up-* 
wards of two thousand horsemep wd) mounted^ jb6 
this part of the haven : riding himself on an invi0^ 
cible charger called Jjwyd hexe or grey fetter hcks^ 
proud of the opportunity to shew his influence among 
bis countrymep, and the loyalty ol bis country for 
the person they considered as their la^ul sovereign. 
Here meeting the Earl of Richmond who had arrived 
with a few French forces, he with open arms re- 
ceived him, and on bended knee made him an offer 
of bis service and troops** But a ceremony was to 

^ Of these services Henry was not iinmindfal after bis acoes- 
fiton to the throne. Considering Rys ap Thoi^nas as the priocipai 
instrament, used under Providence for the recovery of his right ; 
lie seized every opportunity of shewing that gratitude does vxct 
iderogate from the dignity of a king. . He vtssted Rys. at Ty. 
Gwyn, restored his son Howel who had been an . hostage to 
Bichard ; and at Taljcarn formally appointed him chief jostke 
of South Wales. Henry rrpealed many of the sanguinary and 
oppressive statutes made in former reigns against the Welsh, aad 
granted them further privileges and immunities. And it was |^e- 
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tm perfernted on this oocasion, as humiliating to tbo 
haugbtjr spitit 6f Rice^ as it \% illustrative of the 
ixMtid doctrine of dissimulttion then taught by the 
ininbters of religion. Rice professed himself not 
titily an orthodox believer in Christianity^ but also a 
idevotee to tbd duties it enjoined. He had taken aa 
oath of allegiance to Richard^ drawn up in singular 
but enei^iia language : that no person inimical to 
thb king should land at Milford without passing over 
hid beUy. In tht memorable oontestj the assiistance 
of Rice was earnestly coveted by both parties, and 
lonte o( his {ritnds thinking the issue would be 
^ubtfal/ advised him to do as Valerius Festus did 
between the opposing Emperors Vitellios and Ves* 
pasiat) : wging that the safest plan is to moor your 
veadel at imAU ancbdr- during uncertain weather or 
impending storiris. Rice, however, inclined to the 
side.of Richntond, but the grand dffiiculty was tp 
tileoce iht voice of that internal 'monitor, which it 
appears he bad been Accustomed to regard with due 
revferetice : and which will at times obtain attention 
to bis remonstrances, in spite of every opposing ef^- 
ibm of ourselves^ No motive of puhlh lUiUiy ap- 
peared of sufficient weight to cancel the obligation 
^ A sotefnA oath. The friends of the Earl were well 
aWare of the difficulty, and they accordingly em* 
ployed the strongest means in their power to remove 
it : his principal friends urged the necessity of the 
coBimohwealih to rid it of an odious tyrant; that it 
tnigbt with bis concurrence be effected with facility ; 

neratlly thought t&at he iniititiited the public inqairy itkto htfi p^ 
liRgt^e, which Was traced up to Owen Ttwdwr, more with t 
view to conciliate the good opiniqn of the W^h^ than to ascs^ 
uin thereby hU right tt^ ibt crown. 

/ T 
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and that it would confer honour dpon bimseif^ smd 
ultimately tend to the glory of God. Still the pre- 
vious offer of service^ and the sanction of the obliga- 
tion would revert^ and persuasion failed of the de- 
sired effect ; but the Bishop of St. David*s and the 
Abbot of Talye, by reiterated applications^ at length 
prevailed. They represented, that a king in esse^ 
without a just title, was no king : that to a tyrant we 
owe no more allegiance, than we do faith to an he- 
retic or infidel : that a vow was legitimate or ille- 
gitimate, to be kept or broken, according to the 
foundation on which it stands; and that to break an 
inconsiderate vow i& more commendable* than to 
perform it ; and as a case in point, the conduct of 
David to Abigail respecting Nabal was on this oe«- 
casion urged as an example. The promises made to 
Kichard they represerited as highly honourable to 
dispense with, and ^he prostration of his body to 
their rightful sovereign, as by no means disparaging 
tq the dignity of Rice. Satisfied at length with the 
conjoint opinions of these divines, be received abso- 
lution at the hai/ds of the bishop, wrote to offer his 
services to the Earl, and . attended on t)is arrival to 
perform the farcical ceremony. Laying himself down 
prostrate on the ground, he suffered the Earl to 
walk over his body * ; and being instantly raised by 

♦ There is a tradition in the country which contradicitB the 
fact as herf' stated, and agrees better with (kt kind of casUktry 
used by Rice's spiiitual advisers on this occasion. That be di4 
not suffer the Earl of Richmond literally to pass over his beiiy^ 
but that in consequence of the declaration he made to Richar^ 
^s a salvo to his conscience, he went and stood under the arch of 
a small l)ridge called MuUoch Bridge near Ddle^ over whiob tho . 
passage lay> remaining under till the Earl bad aossed. 
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\Amy was congratulated by all present on tdus get-» 
ting rid of bis execrable oath. What the nonjuring 
divines^ in the time of James and William^ would 
have said to this need not be told. It will occur to, 
you that if the parties bad done as the enemies of 
the unfortunate Charles . maliciously observed he 
did, " read Sanderson de Obligatione Juramenti,' 
with a view how with safety to break an oath," they 
could not have beeh better informed in this sort of 
casuistical dissimulation. Proceeding towards Ha- 
verfordwest, we soon found ourselves environed 
with collieries. Co^ may be considered as a very 
important article here, the country having been 
stripped of its principal wood : this part furnishes an 
abundant supply of it, very superior rn quality td 
that of many other parts of the kingdom, v yielding 
little smoke, and emitting no disagreeable smelt 
It is highly valued for the drying of malt, being 
preferable to charcoal, fern, or straw ; and is even 
sent to London for the use of the parlour. 

We were struck with a curious geological circum- 
stance in viewing these mines : the lodes, or veins, 
of coal lie between two lodes of limestone, in a 
bearing from west to east through this county, and 
apparently extending through South Wales over the 
Severn sea, through a considerable part of England 
in the same direction ; an observation We shall es- 
tablish by ai variety of facts within our own know- 
ledge, as well as those made by others at a future 
period. ' This doctrine will certainly oppugn many 
present received notions ; particularly one about to 
be published, " That mineral veins lie generally from 
north to south, ftnd that the several strata of various 
soils folkw a similar direction, as a proof that the 

T 2 
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fpaiirs m ft^tiring from tha 0arfii afUir ti0 4^fuggf 
iiid su in a course from egiSt to vilest.** 

Fortnerly the digging of coals waa a very ^plqr 
process. The abaf(& were mad^ gx\ iocliacd pkiQ^s, 
and the coals were carried in baskets i:^p^ staycrs» 
termed landways* Where the coals lay near tbr 
surface of the ground^ this was attendf^d wi^b little 
inconvenience ; bui since they b^ve found- tbe b^ 
coal at twenty and thirty fethoms deep, tb^y b^ve 
adopted a method used in other deep collierieSji tbat 
of sinking a perpendicfilar ihaft about si^^orscYea 
feet in diameter^ ^nd drawing up tbe coah in bas^ets^ 
by a rope and wiiiicb^ turned by four men or wooiea: 
In a few plaoes they make use of a maphine GaUe4 
a jenny^ worked by a sQia^l horse drawing in a c^r^ 
cxikr direction. T5is sbaft is here called a ^yumrigit' 
d^or. The cttil is fiirSt found by a small appi^arancc 
of it^ which is termed an edge y thi^ fbundgi tbey 
inquire; for the dip» ^nd accordi^ ta its incUnatioa 
they work^ always cQiiYtuencing u^ an opposite 4i- 
rectiooc The veins are for the most part five Qif six 
leet thick, and in digging they leave abou^t a foat o£^ 
coal in the bel^tocES, unless they find a dootr sP^m,^ ^ 
they term it ; that is, a rock under the strata, im 
some placesy where the veins run thicker^ thc^. l^ve 
pillars of coal at short i^ntervals for the suppoct c^ ^i^ 
ificumbent strata, if it be of a rocky n^^tur^ ; if not^ 
U ia supported by the application of potea of oak^ or^ 
other timber. The mine eontaic^ diggers and 
hearers : the fir&t^ men who,, by candle-U^t and iOr 
a sitting posture, with f^ckaxes dig' out ibepoals;. 
the second, cottsisiing of women and children^ «ilu> 
carry the coab in baskets, eaeb an allotted dv^tai^cei^ 
relie^g each other tiU U is^ bornQ by tl)|s laail^ to fthft 
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imt cf the pit) where it is landed by the methods 
ilbovementioned. The coal dug is either ^n^ stingy 
» skn§h : the first and best is fouad in large vdos ; 
the second and inferior generally in tmall perpeodi^ 
colaf veins^ dipping between two rocks ; the third is 
ta immense large isolated coal, discovered by itself^ 
In the narrow parts of the veins is mnch of smaQ . 
ieool and culm, which are separated from the stone 
coal by riddles or sieves : the small coal is used by 
the smiths, iind the culm is used for the burning of 
ltme« The 'time the men work is from six to siat^ 
iresting an hour at noon ; but they are vety tenacious 
tf reputed holidays, now become obsolete with other 
trades ; nor can you persuade them such a waste of 
time is both injurious to themselves and the com<»» 
munity. During the winter months the suddeti 
springs are frequently very troublesome; but the 
mode of draining has experienced here but little \m^ 
provement. Where the situation of the ground 
will admit, levels are driven into the sides of the 
bills, which form commodious drains; but wh^rd 
this is not attainable, vertical shafts are sunk right 
onder the door, from which the superfluous waters 
are raised by the ^me machines as the edals are de** 
livered. 

Though put to much inconvenience this way, yec 
the workmen dislike the summer months much more^ 
being thqn subject to what they term the jfir^ damp^ 
which consists of a colylection of hydrogenous gas^^ 
which being set at liberty, and meeting with the 
oxygen contained in the atmosphere, exploded by 
means of the candles by which they WQrk, and #fttii 
suffocates the whole party. Its approach is observ* 
9ble by the candles emitting a blue flame, und gra«- 
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dually growing dimmer^ when they attpmpt to make 
tbeir . escape^ but too often without being able to 
effect it* The appearance is like a small smoke^ 
abot^ the size of a man's hand^ and if any one bad 
the presence of mind to put a foot upon it^ or extin- 
guish the candles^ this formidable enemy would be 
defeated : but from the impressions made on the 
minds of these people by the numerous fatal stories 
they have heard^ the Jire damp is considered an in^ 
vincible foe^ and which can be escaped only by in- 
stantaneous flight. Indeed, when we reflect on the 
various accidents to which colliers are exposed from 
these and other causes, it is surprizing how men are 
found to engage in the hazardous undertaking, es- 
pecially when the smallness of the emoluments and 
the nature of the employment are compared to- 
gether. Witnessing some of these poor creatures 
ascending out of the pits, just emerging ab inferii 
ad Iucem,^s black and forbidding in their aspect as 
the region they had just left, it afforded us abun- 
dant reason to reflect on the obligations we were 
under to a kind Providence, in not being obliged to 
earn the necessaries of life so far below the surface we 
trod on, and exempt also from the numerous accidents 
to which these our fellow creatures are exposed. 
Nor was it possible to see these apparently wretched 
beings enjoying content and indulging in cheerfulness, 
withoift recollecting how often we have been per- 
versely unhappy, and considering it as a proper lec- 
ture upon our too often unreasonable wishes, and 
our indecent ingratitude. With such, I trust use- 
fol, reflections we entered the most populous and 
gay town in South Wales, Haverfordwest, called by 
the Welsh Hwlfordd, scfited on a precipitous rock^ 
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which overhangs the Western Cleddy. The river 13 
navigable up to the quay for vessels of two hundred 
tons burthen. It carries on a considerable trade, 
being the principal dep6t in this part of the king* 
dbm. The trade seems upon the increase^ and the 
inhabitants in a flourishing condition. The streets 
are narrow, and inconvenient from their declivity ; 
but the bouses are good^ and the shops neat, and it 
may be considered, as it is termed, the modera 
capital of the county. It is a county corporate of 
itself, governed by a mayor, sheriff, town clerk, two 
bailiffs, and a sergeant at mace; and sends one mem- 
ber to the British senate. The mayor, during his 
mayoralty, is coroner, clerk of the markets, and 
escheator within the precincts of the borough. It 
is also the seat of the grand and petty sessions ; and 
opulence and comfort are more apparent here than in 
most of the towns in the principality. The town, 
fortified with walls, bastion towers, and a strong 
castle, was built by Gilbert, Earl of Clare, ia the 
time of Stephen ; and Camden says, that Richard, 
Earl of Clare, made Richard Fit£tancred governor. 
It was one of those early possessed by the Flemings, 
at their first settling in West Wales. It had an outer 
gate, with two portcullises, and an inner one equally 
secured; the walls were of prodigious thickness, 
and were well defended by square and round towers. 
Daring the civil wars of the seventeenth century, 
it shared the fate of its neighbours : the present shell 
which stands on the western bank of the river, over 
vhich is a handsome stone bridge of three arches, is 
converted into a common prison. At the lower end 
of the town is a pleasing walk, called the Parade, 
the promenade of the place^ winding near the river 
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round the side of a bill^ where stand the rains ol a 
priory of black canons^ valued according to Speed 
at ^135. 6s. ]d. It was a CFaciform JKiiMing, anA 
one of its archer at the end of tbc w^lk^ mantled 
with venerable ivy, is in tolerable preservalioi>. A 
^subterraneous way coma)unicated from, this to the 
^ castle.* 

Incjuiring ipto the price of provisions^ we found 
them nearly as dear as those in England, and of lofe* 
rior quality. The country indeed wafs now labouring 
tinder dearth and scarcity, and numbers of poor 
creatures of this and the neighbouring distriets 
literally fell victims to the poverty of their country 
and the artifice of man. You will acquit me of 
any breach of charity for this observation, when I 
relate a few cirQumiStances respecting the com frndt 
that occurred duripg my stay in this neighbourhood. 
It is usual, (a sad want of economy indeed), for the 
small farmers to thresh out their grain, and sell it to 
the dealers, who regukirly attend for the purpose 
with the desirable object in their hand, ready money, 
which tempts the necessitous farmers to sell at re- 
duced price, without reserving a supply for their 
families. There was now literally no corn in the 
country, but what was, in consequence of this want 
of common foresight, in the hands of dealers and 
jobbers, who took care to deal it out in so sparing a 
way as to keep the country in perpetual dread of 
perishing by femine. The supply, as the previous 
harvest had been scanty, was principally foreign 
oorn ; and by making numerous distinctions^ with- 

* In tb'is neighbDurfaood grow melUtis mtlissophjliom^ scif* 
pns s)rlvaticU8. 
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CMit much real difference, the price of a very indH^ 
ferent article was greatly enhanced above others little 
inferior in quality. As soon as a vessel laden with 
corn arrived in the river or the haven, the dealers 
(and almost jBvery man who had money on this ocr 
casion became a dealer) had instantly placarded and 
chalked upon the walls, and in the most conspicu* 
ous parts of the town, that best English wheat and 
barley were selling at such and such places, much 
onder the price it sold for the preceding weeks and 
days, and in accommodating quantities. By this 
timple manoeuvre;^ las the market was then falling, 
did they induce masters of vessels to unship their 
cargoes much below the usual market price. Had 
the poor starving inhabitants been thus enabled to 
purchase in conseqpencc at a lower rate, this might 
by some have been considered as charitable dissi- 
mulatioo, and the severer moralist might have been 
silent on the occasion : but no sooner was the bar* 
gain struck, than the worst article was substituted in 
its place, and the English grain advanced to the very 
height of the market. I am contident that you, 
who always entertained doubts about some other 
points considered upright in trade, will feel indig- 
nant, and ask how these men, under a profes^on of 
Christianity, can reconcile such transactions to their 
consciences, or hope to evade the heavy curse de- 
nounced against those who wilfully withhold the 
corn from the poor. But how much more will you 
be surprised and hurt when I relate to you another 
fact that occurred at the same place, and nearly at 
the same time ! Tiie prospect of a plenriful bacr 
vest, an<l fine weather for bousing, the grain, had 
pccasioned^ together with an overdone speculation. 
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9n unusual, depression m the markets, and tbe 
bolders of corn in tbe eastern part of tbe kingdom, 
first alarmed, hastened to empty tbeir warehouses ; 
hearing that Wales bad litde or no supply, tbcy 
sought and lioped for a market there. A vessel from 
Sussex, freighted with barley, came into the Cleddy, 
and fine samples of it were offered for sale at Qs* per 
bushel, it then selling here at twelve, . Tbe dealers, 
apprized that the market was falling, offered 7$* 
Tbe proprietor disgusted, and in the mean while 
bearing, at Cardigan the people were starving to 
death, and that there it would bring any money, 
took up his samples^ and weighed anchor the next 
tide* Learning, however, his destination, they re- 
solved yet to foil him : how long he would be gcl^ 
ting round St. David*s Head and making the Bay of 
Cardigan, or arriving in the Teivi, they were able 
to ascertain ; uniting in their plans, they dispatched 
agents to Cardigan, with full i30wers to treat by sam- 
ples for any quantity of barley at 6s. per Winchesn 
tcr,* and some few reserved contracts were accord- 
ingly made on the speculation. Disappointed and 
chagrined both at his information and treatment, he 
returned into the Cleddy, discharged his cargo at 7s. 
per bushel, fearing if he returned further east- 
ward the matter would be worse. Barley long after 
this wa$ as high in this part of the country as lis. 
Such things were transacting at this little port, while 
the eyes of the kmgdem were fixed upon certain 
individuals, as though they were the only specu- 
lators, and the infamous contrivers of keeping up 

* The usaat expression through Wales for the legal basbel of 
ci^jhl gallons. 
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the "price of provisions. But if sudh things were 
done, here, what must we suppose was doing in the 
great marts of the kingdom, where men*8 ideas of 
trade must consequently be more enlarged^ and 
whose capital would enable them to carry into effect 
their speculative plans to almost any desirable extent? 
I am truly sensible that when the general supply, 
particularly in such a bulky and perishable an article 
as grain, becomes greater than the general demand, 
it is not in the power of all the merchants and job* 
bers in the kingdom to produce a scarcity in the 
market^ or greatly, for any serious period, to enhance 
the price : but when the supply is less than the de- 
mand, the case is widely different, and there c;annot 
be the smallest doubt entertained that it is then in 
the power of such men, if avariciously disposed, to 
produce an artificial scarcity, and enhance the ^rice 
to a degree both iniquitous and oppressive, by cir-^ 
culating reports, too hastily credited, that the failure 
of the previous crops are greater than they really 
are, both at home and abroad, and the expectations 
of supplies are much less from all favourable quar- 
ters ; by purchasing large quantities out of the 
market,^ and thus producing /or^/ jr^rr/V)', and with- 
holding those large quantities for a time, ind ob- 
structing their being produced regularly in a measure 
to supply the demand. The inland and foreign 
merchant will seriously tell you that he considers 
himself a general benefactor to his country, and that 
if it were not for himself and such men, the country 
4n similar cases would suffer much more than it did : 
^^ Decipimur specie recti/* So he certainly would, 
were his views single and his C(:induct consistent with 
\k\^ prpfe/ssigns. But when the importer withholds 
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an article necessarjr for the very existence of the 
people, by this tneans depriving the poor of brea<l 
tin be can procure the highest price bis a?artce conld 
vmki, or his calculations advise, I feel indignant at 
his effrontery, while I pity his iniquity : for however 
the interested trader may speciously reason upon the 
advantages of these large magazines to thecommuDity^ 
depend upon it that every mercbantV granary, where 
avarice is over the door, is a river stopped: and smch 
withholding of corn a general curse* Iiow these 
things are reconcileable with a profession of Chris* 
ttanity I know not— ^Christianity did I say ? with 
common honesty, with the principle of beatbenisnu 
And the judgment of an Healhen mor^iUst shall de-^ 
cide upon the question. It is given in Cicero De 
OfEc. L» 3. Tit, *' In contraciikus (ommums 6fi:." 
and I need only say to you, the example there ad* 
duced is a case in point. 

I am Yours, &c. J. E. 



LETTER XL 
Deab Sib, 

In my last I slightly adverted to some of the 
infamous practices and evil consequences too often 
the concomitants of trade. In this I shall turn your 
attention with pleasure to a more interesting theme. 
The country I shall now invite you to go over with 
me is religious ground, and I am confident you will 
feel an equal degree of veneration with me in sur- 
veying those scenes, where Christianity at an early 
period took her station, and erected her standard in 
Britain; and in calling to recollection the holyex-f 
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^mples of SQcb men as PaSric^ Davids Sullen^ and a 
long liet in the records of pious fame^ that here afv 
forded their exertions of christian zeai and charity. 
The country from Haverford to St. Pavid^s Head is 
as barren and bleak as can be imagined^ destitute of 
cultivation, devoid of inclosures^ and scarcely a singly 
tree or bush decorates this wild extremity of Peni« 
broke. Tbe road lies over a loose sandy tracti with 
a few miserable huts here and there scattered about* 
Leaving a single tower, all that remains of Roach 
Castle, winding down to the beacb of Newga}^ we 
there crossed a bridge thrown over a river unnoticed 
in any map we have seen of this part of the country* 
It rises in a moor in tbe parish of Si. Edrim^ and pasa* 
ing Tankerdstown receives a rill from the east a| 
Roach MiHy and £ills into tbe sea below the bridge 
into tbe bay of St. Bride's, l^is bay is of little ad* 
vantage to marioers^ being so much exposed to the 
violent western gales, that it is often considered cnote 
perilous to be embayed here, than to lie at single 
fnebor on the coast. 

Qn this beich a phenomenon has more than once 
occurred^ which I shall relate, because it corrobo* 
rates an observation made in a famer tour. (Vid» 
North Wales.) " That the sea has been continoaUy 
gaimog on tbe western and south western parts of 
the island;'* and it naay be accounted for from the 
liature of tbe elements^ and the diurnal motipn oC 
the eaxth. It was^ noticed by Gyraldus, <^ that wbea 
Henry IL was in. Ireland, the coast was laid bare bye 
vipleot storms, and laud appeared which for ages bad 
been covered by the sea ; and that the trunks of, 
trees which had been felled wQre di^overed with 
the marks of the axe as fresh as though tbe strokes 
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bad been made yesterday; with very black earth, 
and stools of trees like ebony ; so that it put on the 
appearance of a decayed grove, rather than the sea- 
shore. It mu8<j have been a wood, by a miraculous 
metamorphosis perhaps as old as the deluge or at 
least very anciently, consumed and swallowed up by 
the violence of the sea continually incroaching upon 
the land." A similar phenomenon is related by the 
learned G. Owen, Esq. which appeared A. D. l5gO. 
(Vid. his MSS.) « It happened,'' says he, '^ that the 
sea sands at Newgal, which are covered every tide, 
were by some extraordinary violence of the waves so 
washed off^ that there appeared stocks of trees doubt- 
jcss in their native places, for they retained many 
evident signs of the stroke of the axe at the felling 
of them. The sands being washed off in winter, 
these butts remained to be seen all the following 
summer ; but the rest of the year the same were co- 
vered again with the sands. By this it appears that 
the sea in that place hath intruded upon the land. 
Moreover I have been told by the neighbours of 
Coed Traeth near Tenby, that the life hath been 
seen upon those sands. It is in the tradition of the 
neighbourhood, that a whole district was swallowed 
up here ; and a small hamlet on the sea shore, with- 
out the vestige of a tree, still retains the name of 
Tre Coed, u e. the half wooded town." A striking 
and corroborating fact is related by Borlase, in his 
History of the Scilly Isles : where in the memory 
of man an island has been thus divided into several 
smaller ones, and the tides continuing to flow be- 
tween them. ' 

Near this pla^e a high promontory of limestone 
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rock called Pebidiog * protrudes itself into the ocean; 
the Oc topi tar urn of the Roman geographer, Pto- 
lonny, lermed by trie English St. David's Head.-f- Se- 
parated only by a narrow frith is the Island of Ram-' 
sey, called Inys Devanog, (the Linden of the Ro- 
mans) from a chapel once upon it dedicated to that 
Saint, j: This Island is in shape like that of Cypru?^ 



* On the most westerly point is the Lasos Naturae, celebrated 
for ages as the wonder of the place, termed y Maen Sigl, It is a 
fragment of the upper part of the cliff, fallen in such a position 
as te have obtained a state of almost equipoliencj ; for on touch* 
ing it with your finger j^ou might perceive it shake. A similar 
rocking stone we noticed in Caernarvonshire, and many have 
been found in Cornwall and Ireland. Some have conjectvind 
that these were of human contrivance In the druidical nges, for 
the purpose of impressing the minds of the vulgar with aa ideiA 
that those priests possessed miradulous power« 

This has long ceased to shake, and the cause is attributed te 
the fanatics during the civil war, who threw it off its balanee 
that it might no longer administer food to superstition. When it • 
is considered that the stone in question is calculated to be of a 
weight greater than a hundred oxen could draw, we begin to 
hesitate^ and cather conjecture that it was placed in the fanciful 
position by . some convulsion of nature 3 and by a similar and 
subsequent convulsion, the wonder might have ceased. 

i The distance from hence to Raven Point in Ireland is about 
nineteen leagues. When Henry II. stood upon these rocks, aiKi 
beheld the country he wished to conquer, he observed be couki easily 
make a bridge of boats whereon he could ^Yalk from hence into that 
kingdom. Such is the rhodomontade of imagination, flushed b^ 
ambition. You will smile at a similar boast of a French raft, and. 
recollect the ingenuity of the author of a Journey to the Moon, 
(Bishop Wilkins.) *' That the lunar traveller might subsist upon 
^e smell of hot bread,** 

X Devanog or Devanus came into Britain with Faganus, sent 
by Bishop Ejieutherius to preach the Gos^pel to the inhabiunts, 
A« D. 186 j Lucius then being^king of Britain. 
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being triftngiilar: it is the property of the bisbdp of 
St. David's, abounds with rabbits, and furnishes heiv 
bage for black cattle and numerous sheep of a pe-** 
culiar sort, different from any I had ever before seen. 
Even more wild and daring than the mountain breed 
•f North Wales^ they appear in shape and instinct 
to resemble the Moufton or sheep in its savage state ; 
it is a bold fleet creature, abb to escape the largest 
animals by its celerity, or oppose the smaller by the 
strength and spirit it has received from nature^ 
Their wool is coarse^ and if they are removed from 
the island, unless properly secured, they appear S6 
amazed at the sight of man, that they run wild and 
must be hunted like the deer to be again taken ; 
which proves to us that the' sheep has become the 
tardy, stupid, defenceless creature we now find it^ by 
thcf domesticating arts of man : and it is highly pro- 
bable that every race of quadrupeds might easily be 
corrupted or tamed by the same means, whereby the 
sheep has thus been debilitated and depressed: For 
spirit in man or beast can only be properly roused 
l^y a sense of danger, and only preserved^y a state 
of independence. 

Near to Ramsey are seven smaller Islands, called 
the Bishop and his Clerks, in aUusion to the original 
institution of St. David's. They are little more than 
bare rocks, the largest of which is called the Bishop< 
They forbode imminent danger^ when the wind is in 
shore, to ships coming from the west or south west : 
for as a Welsh humourist observes, " This Bishop 
and his clerks preach deadly doctrine to their win- 
ter audience, and appear commendable in nothing 
but their regular residence, in which they set a good 
example for the . imitation of both orders/' I'bese 
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rocks abound with a, variety of birds, as gulls, sea* 
crows, curlews, puffins, divers, dippers, pilwater, auk 
or rasor bill, shearwater or hoary bird, eligug or 
scout, sheldrake, the gowglan, barnacle, and falcon. 
Many of these lay their eggs in the holes of the bare 
rock, and some in the rabbit burrows of Ramsey, 
They are considered as a delicacy, and are sought' 
after with peril to furnish the tables of luxury; but 
the peregrine falcon is of too much historic fame to 
be classed with common birds. It has been justly 
observed, that every creature is more important in 
the history of nature in proportion as he is connected 
with the wants or the pleasures* of man : in this view 
the minutest vegetable, or the most contemptible 
insect, becomes an object more deserving attention 
than the most Juxuriant tree, or the most beautiful 
of the feathered creation. In this respect the falcon 
though diminutive in comparison, rises superior to 
the eagle, and is a much more interesting object of 
curiosity. Inclosures and gradual refinement of 
manners have greatly tended to contract the circle of 
rural sports, and abate the general ardour for th6 
pleasures of the field. Among many others that have 
become obsolete \% falconry^ which formed a princi- 
pal amusement of our ancestors. A, nobleman and 
his hawk in our day. would be an awkward com- 
junction, whereas a few centuries ago a person of 
rank scarcely ever stirred without this bird on his 
hand; and this appearance in ancient paintings is a 
criterion of nobility. Harold when going on his 
embassy to the Norman court is painted embarking 
with his hawk in one band and a dog under bis arm, 
and in a painting of the nuptials of Henry VL a 

U 
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Doble attendant is represented in the «amc manAef r 
for in those times it was thought safRcient for a pcr-^ 
son of high birth, to carry his hawk fair, and leave 
the accomplishment of letters to those of inferior 
rank. (Vid. Claxton.) Training of this sagacious 
bird Spencer makes his gallant Sit" Tristram boast : 

" N€ is there hawke whicK mantleth her on perch, 
*^ Whether high tow'ring or accoasting low; 
•* But I the measure of her flight doe search, 
** And all her pray arid all her diet knowe/' 

The peregrine, and falcon gen til were then const- 
tiered presents worthy of kings, and used as general 
douceurs when firtes were to be remitted or priyifegcs 
obtained. Thus JeofFry Fitzpierre gave two good 
Norway hawks to obtain the liberty of exporting one 
cwt. of cheese; and Nichofas the Dane was to give 
the king a hawk for liberty every time he landed to 
traffic through England. Sir John Stanley had a 
grant of the Isle of Man from Henry IV. to be held 
of the king his heirs and successors, by homage and 
service of two falcons on the day of his or her coro- 
nation. We cannot be surprised therefore, when 
these birds were held in such high estimation, if 
falconry soon became an expensive sport,* and 
principally confined to wealth and power. Among 
the Welsh the kirtg's falconer ranked as the fourth 
officer of the court; but although thus honoured, 
he was prohibited more than three drafts of cwrw 
from his horn, lest he should be incapacitated for 



* Even so late as the time of Jqmes I. wc are informed 
that Sir Thomas Monson gave a thousand poasdf sterling 
for a cast of bffwks. 



the charge of his hawks. The mode of training and 
other interesting particulars you \ViII s6e in Wil« 
fooghby's Ornithology.* 

The country though bleak is not unoccupied \ 
but if any thing couM add to the fiatoral dreariAesd^ 
and the sombre effects it produce^ On the mind, h is 
%be unusual violence with which the waves beat 
against these terri6c difFs, and the hoarse screaming 
aftd crying of those feathered visitants, who in their 
haunts, are ever known to shun the presence and the 
footsteps of man. I imagined th^t this might for- 
tt^erly, under the hands of industry, hdve been a Ies§ 
dreary and barren spot than it appeared now \ but 
referring to Gyraldas, we found it was very similar' 
many centuries ago. ^^ Hie etenim (say* he) an- 
gulus est supra Hybernicum mare remotissimuS) tert& 
saxosoy sierilis, et ifjf(ecunda\ nee sylvis veslita, neb fliv- 
minibusdistincta, necpratis ornata^ventis solum etpro** 
cellis semper exposita*. Ex industrift namque viri sancti, 
talia sibi delegerunt habitacula ut populares strepitus 
subterfugiendo, vitamque eremiticam longe pasiorali 
anteferendo parti liberius quae non feretur indolge- 
runt.*' p. 161. To such a forbidding situation did t^fe 
•cxenrplary Archbishop of Cacrleon renriove with the 
clergy attached to his cause, from the Pelagian per- 
secution, and for the furtherance 6f the gospel, re- 
moving the arcliiepiscopal chair to a place called 
Menevia, now St. David^s. That ebristiahity flou- 
rished in this part at an early period, is evident from 
the remains of places dedicated to several holy men ; 

* Fdcon^rs bad a patroness of their art wh<^m they addressed 
in their songs, as hunters do Diana: which was Tihha^ who 
lived at Darmundcaster^ and died A. D. 660. (Vid. Index £x- 
pugnatorius.) 

U2 
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we have (raced one to the memory of Devanog, who 
lived in the second qentury : and on a small point 
forming an island at high water, are the ruins of a 
chapel called St, Justinian^ who, retiring here out of 
Bretagne, lived a hermit, and was slain about the end 
of the sixth century. 

It became a place of great consequence soon after 
the arrival of St. David. The church being made 
conventual, as v/as the custom at that period for all 
where bishops took up their residence, for it does not 
appear that the clergy then had any distinct cures, 
the division of parishes not having been made, but 
resided with their diocesan in collegiate bodies^ on 
the emoluments attached to the episcopal church ; 
here they were habituated to study and prayer, when 
not preaching in distant places according to the ap- 
pointment of> their respective bishops: so that they 
w^re rather itinerant than parochial clergy. 

For centuries St. David^s bad its Archbishops, 
men notable for they* zeal, and of the most exeni- 
plary manners ; and in the time of Samson, the 26tb, 
who fled into Bretagne on account of the plague 
raging here, it had the acknowledgement of -seven 
suffragans, Exeter, Bath, Hereford, LlandafF, St. 
Asaph, and Ferncs in Ireland. By the repeated 
conquests of the Anglo-Nonnans the different sees 
were gradually alienated, and the archbishopric was 
reduced to a single diocese, and the bishop, by the 
policy of the English court, became a suffragan to 
the see of Canterbury. This happened in the reiga 
of Henry I. The thirty-third bishop, Morgan, hav- 
ing presumed to eat flesh contrary to the austere 
rules of the ancient church, was murdered by pi- 
rates ; and this event was viewed by the eye of su^ 



Sf. Davids. 293 

perstition as a judgment of heaven for the punish- 
ment ot his crime. Of the vacancy the Archbishop 
of Canterbury took immediate advantage, appoint- 
ing one of the King's chaplains, Bernard, a Nor- 
man, to the see, contrary to ancient usage, and 
against the consent of the Welsh clergy, who till 
now had been permitted to hold a cong6 d'elire 
for the election of their own bishops. The revenues 
were then valued in the exchequer at 42f)/. Qs. \d. 
and in the F)pe's books at 1500 ducats, (Vid. God- 
wyn de Praesnl.) 

From this time religion in Wales assumed a dif- 
ferent ^spect. The sincere principles of the gospel 
became blended with the corrupt mAxims of human 
policy; the court and church were too intimately 
allied ; the pastors began rapidly to lose that simplicity 
of manners which adorns and dignifies truth; ambition 
strongly possessed the minds of those who, as they 
were exalted higher than others, ought to have 
shewn the stronger examples of condescension and 
humility. The artful prelates of Rome, in conjunc- 
tion with the crown of England, taking advantage 
of this increasing weakness in the superiors of the 
church, brought over most of the elergy to thelP 
wishes ; and Christianity in Wales, through these 
ages of darkness, was too often made a stalking 
horse to serve the most secular ends and the most 
abandoned interests. There continued, however, 
to exist much truth and devotion, though veiled 
under human wisdorn and accompanied by human 
folly. A pointed attention was paid to the magni- 
ficence of sacred buildings, and xo the rites of ex- 
ternal worship: attention which proved that they 
were not totally indifferent to religion \ that bow- 
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ever they might miscpnceivQ her true nature, tbcy 
were desirous of her blessings; and th^t though 
they in some instances might lose the suUtaocej 
they were still eager to grasp ^t the shadow. 
; The cathedral was erected, according to GyraU 
dqs, by Peter A?, then diocesan in the time of 
Henry II. ; but according to Willis, in the tim^ of 
]King John, A. D. 1110, and completed by several 
successor^. The nave, howcyer, appears only to 
h^ve beefi of this agf^ the large semicircular arches 
of which are well proportioned to the m^ssy columns, 
yrhose terminations are ornamented with curious 
wreaths of foliage. The fine pointed arches of the 
doors and windows of the western front are in the 
^pajestic style peculiar to Gothic architecture ; the 
other parts of the building are evidently, from the 
v^rio^s styles, the work of different ages. Though 
it has suffered mlich by time, it i^ still a noble struct- 
ture, Qonsisting of two transepts, measuring from 
east to west 3(X) feet, ^nd the breadth of nave and 
aisles 76* 'Its tower is finely carved and ornamented 
with varied fret work, and the Gothic arches of the 
choir form a striking contrast to the Saxon arches 
of the nave.* Bishop Vaughan's chapel was an- 
ocj^ed ^ late as the tijne of flenry VIIJ. which ex- 
hibits -^ beautiful stone roof, stjll in perfect repair. 
The other parts of the roofing are of Irish oak, which 

* The roof of my Lady's ohapel, transepts, and choir, hare 
been dawn ever since the civil wars. The western front hai 
been lately repaired, and the nave is neatly fitted up for the per-r 
fbrmance of divine 'service. While much praise is due for the 
dtrentlon liiiherto phid, it must t>e lament^ that something ii 
Bot done to preserve th^ iijonvm^ents of antiquity contalp^ 
within its wz^ls. 
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16 said, from the innocency of the country where it 
grew, to be an antidote again&t any venomous reptile 
or insect; and this roof, coeval with the church, still 
fi'ce from cobwebs, is produced as ati evidence of the 
fact. 

St. Mary's chapel must have been, from the re- 
mains, still more ornamental than Bishop Vaugban's; 
the ruins, among other curious sculpture, including 
seven heads of the seven virgin sisters who contri- 
buted the sum expended in the building. Tfaie 
x^bapter house has a handsome ceiling. A variety of 
ancient and noble monuments, with the remains of 
jshrines and chapels, call our recollection to ancient 
limes, and strongly remind the observer of his own 
xnortsility. In the north wall of the choir is the 
shrine of St. David, an altar tomb, having a canopy 
formed of four pointed arches, and with four quatre«^ 
foils in front : into these the votaries, who formerly 
came from all parts on pilgrimage, put their ofFer'- 
ings to the saint, which were regularly taken out 
through two iron doors for the purpose behind. 
According to Tanner (Bib. B/it.) Gyraldus Cam- 
bren^s was buried here, but there is shewn no monu- 
ment. In the cbojr are the monuments of Owen 
Tewdwr, second husband of Queen Catherine, Rhys 
ap Tewdwr ; with those of Jerwerth and Anselni, 
Bishops in the thirteenth century, and £4mund. 
Earl of Richmond, father to Henry VII. It was 
this tomb, and the proud memorials of his other 
Tewdwr ancestors, which induced King Henry 
VIII. to change the intention he had formed of re* 
moving the see to Caermarthen, as a more central 
and eligible part of the diocese. 
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The small river Alan* divides the cathedral from 
the close and palace. Over this was formerly a 
large limestone slab, ten feet long, called Lech lavar, 
or the speaking stone : attempting to speak once as 
a corpse wa^ being carried over, it split in two parts, 
in consequence of which no more corpses were car- 
ried over that way. Merlin in one of his prophecies 
had foretold, " That a King of England, reluming 
from the conquest of Ireland, wounded by a man 
having a red hand^ should expire on this stone.*' 
When Henry II. on his return from Ireland, was 
passing over it on pilgrimage to the shrine of St. 
David, a woman exclaimed aloud, Deliver us, O 
Lech laver ! deliver the world and tHe nation from 
this tyrant. The King stopping short enquired into 
the meaning of the exclamation, then looking ear* 
nestly at the stone, passed boldly over it, upbraiding 
the prophet with design and falsehood. He was, 
however, soon informed that he was not the King 
alluded to by the prophet, nor was it he that should 
conquer Ireland, (vid. Holinshcd.) 

The palace now stands a monument q( desolation. 
Two sides, of the large quadrangle are nearly fntire, 
which are finished with a light open Gothic parapet, 
similar to that of Lantphey Court. Several of the 
apartments are of great magnitude, and the walls of 
$ome still standing : the bishop's hall is 58 feet by 
4&, and the Kirig's hall 88 feet by 30. The entrance 
into this grand saloon is by a singularly fine arch, 
with the statues of King John and his Queen placed 
over it ; at the end is a circular window representing 

^ On the banks grow ciperus longus. 
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a wheel, with felly and spokes curiously wrought in 
stone. It is said to have been expressly built for the 
reception of King John on his return from Ireland, 
and the above-named statues confirm the assertion. 
In this same little bottom, called the Vale of Rhos, 
are fair houses for the chancellor, treasurer, chanter, 
and four archdeacons, chosen out of the canons, o^ 
which there are twenty-one; these'are inclosed \yith 
& strong stately wall. One canon is resident at a 
time, and the choral service, which is performed 
twice a day,. is conducted with much decorum. A 
little above the cathedral stands the city, consisting of 
one street of small houses and cottages : so poor and 
miserable is it in appearance, as to induce a stranger 
to inquire while in it for the city of St. David's. 
Though doubtless it has been a more considerable 
place, yet its present appearance perhaps is rather 
emblematical of its original penury, than astrikingcon- 
trast to its former grandeur. When an ingenious gen- 
tleman, speaking of the ravages this place and church 
have experienced, observes, " That the reputation 
of the great riches of St. David's frequently tempted 
Saxons, Danes, and pirates, to hazard their ships 
and their lives on this dangerous and horrid coast : 
the terrors of shipwreck formed a slight barrier to 
silver shrines and golden treasures ;" he seems to 
have taken up history at the wrong end : for the fre- 
quent sacking and pillaging it underwent was in 
those periods of its history principally when self- 
denial was considered a most essential doctrine of 
Christianity, and voluntary poverty a point of dis- 
tinction in the escutcheon of a Christian. After 
the Saxons had established themselves in Etigland, 
jind ceased to annoy the Britons, the Danes became 
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a perpetual scourge. This church was laid in ruins^ 
and the country wasted by Harold, QSI, prior to the 
battle of Llanwannog. This and other religious 
places were laid waste again, 987» under the cruel 
and Pagan leader, podfryd, the son of Harold. 
Indeed the country was so barassed at this period; 
that Meredith was constrained to compound with 
these marauders by a tribute, of a pjcnny a head on 
all his subjects, called Glw MaeUi or the tax of the 
Hack army. A. D. 1071 it was ransacked by the 
Normans; apd 1077 again by strangers. Thus did 
it suffer principally frpm the hands of the enemies of 
Christianity ; and the inducements to such outrages 
will perhaps be better found in that enmity disco- 
verable in the world against truth, and always most 
conspicuously displayed against its ministers, than 
the peculiar avarice of the one party, or the super^ 
iiuous treasures of the other ; for these events chiefly 
happened previous to its rich endowments under the 
Norman line of Princes ; and subsequent to that pe- 
riod the church of St. David suffered less than many 
others that stood on the theatre of the contending 
parties. But this author, probably from prejudice of 
education, seems to have formed a number of com- 
plex notions, which he is unable to reduce to simple 
and distinct ideas : so that it was impossible for him 
to think of the church and church-men, without 
connecting with them " silver shrines and golden 
treasures^^ He however candidly admits that its 
present condition (;. e. the place) is an effectual 
barrier to the " Auri ^acra fames^ and that the 
inhabitants may hence, without the remotest idea of 
molestation, sleep secure in their cabins;" and he 
might have added, that its bishops can no- longer be 
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a target for the shafts of envy % and that wboevei: 
takes the charge of this diocese, uninfluenced by 
ambition or a desire of change, sacrifices more to 
the service of the church than comes within the 
power of many, and that meets the views and wishes 
but of few. V 

** Quis talia fando, &c.*' 
But I will conduct you again to the coast, which 
abounds with a great variety of genera of the cryp* 
togamious division algae: among others, the ulva 
lactijica and the ulva umbilicalis claim particular 
attention,* as the inhabitants of this country, not 
inattentive to the blessings of Providence, collect 
these plants which abundantly attach themselves to 
the rocks and stones, and by a certain process they 
form a substance which serves for food as well as 
medicine. Having gathered the plants, they wash 
them clean from sand and slime, leaving them to 
drain between two tiles or stones ; they are then 
shred small, kneaded like dough, and then made up 
into b^Us or rolls, which are called Llahan^ or dark 
butter. It is considered both a wholesome and 
pleasant food ; as a medicine, a fine aperient and 
antiscorbutic, indeed, by many, a perfect panacea^ 



* The former coniists of a thin green pellucid membrane^ or 
leaf, from two inches to a foot or more in length, and from one 
tp live inches in breadth, undulated or laciniated on the margin 
like a coss-lettuce leaf, growing sometimes single, but generally 
in clusters reclining over each other. The latter is a wide mem* 
branaceous leaf, of a dark dull purple colour, of a circular shape^ 
fiatly expanded, but sometimes oblong variously sinuated, on the , 
nMrgin smooth and shining, and afHxed to the rock or stone by 
a central root. Both are used, but where both are found to^ 
gether the latter is preferred. 
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It is sometimes pickled with salt^ packed in jars, 
and sent to London, where it is brought to table as 
a delicacy, stewed, and eaten with lemon juice and 
oil. The inhabitants of the Hebrides, we are in- 
formed, gather the same plants, and after pounding 
and stewing them with a little water, 'eat them with 
pepper, vinegar, and butter, or with the addition of 
feeks and onions : with them they are considered to 
possess great medical virtue ; they ascribe to them an 
anodyne power, and bind the leaves about their 
temples to assuage violent head-achs attendant on 
fevers, atid to procure sleep. 

We proceeded along the coast to the northward, 
the country still wearing the same bleak and dreary 
aspect. The inclosures are very few, and those few 
can not justly be called fenced \ yet the land is 
neither waste nor in commonalty, every proprietor 
having his own land, and possessing ap exclusive 
right to his own feed. Formerly the lands of this 
district weredivided into very narrow slangs, which 
were uninclosed, and from harvest time till Lady 
Day grazed in common ; this in old writings was 
called Redwal Time, a word derived from the Welsh 
rhyddfal, signifying to wander^ out of which the 
lawyers coined a low Latin term to suit the purpose 
of conveyancing, and was sufficiently descriptive of 
the kind of tenure to which it was applied. When 
lands were granted to be held mriuUvallo^ they were 
considered as unconfined, to be enjoyed in common 
with others invested with an equal privilege, and 
were depastured by cattle without a herdsman, i. e. 
in a wandering state: but the custom has long 
ceased, and the lands for the most part, though 
uninclosed, are in severalty. In the interior, where 
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the farm^ are large, the sheep are tended by a shep* , 
berd^ and a herdsman attends the cattle ; but her« 
the rcs[)cctive properties are small, and the depastur- 
ing ik generally done by what is termed tethering^ 
which is making" a rope "of hay or sea-recd grass, 
affixing one end to the anitnars leg, and at the other 
a peg, which is driven into the ground, and thus 
confining him to a certain and determinate extent. 
Not only are horses, cattle, sheep, and pigs, but 
even poultry, as geese, &c. subject to this restrain- 
ing tether, this appearing the only mode they caa 
adopt to avoid continual trespass. The coast is for 
the greater part hilly, the sea being girt by high 
perpendicular cliffs, and the ascents and descents of 
tbcTOad are frequently abrupt and sudden. Through- 
the bottoms, whence at times you get a view of the 
the Irish hills, wind various streams to the ocean^ 
which give some relief from the repetition of bare 
rocks and barren sands. In one of the most con- 
siderable of these, called D)^ffryn Gwayn, through 
which the river Gwayn flows, stands the small town ' 
of Fishguard, in Welsh, Aber Gwayne. This river 
rising in Percelly, precipitates itself by several small 
but picturesque falls into this pleasing vale, and run- 
ning over a peSbly bed, passes under a long narrow 
stone bridge, which jojns the town with Pebidiog to 
the sea a little below. The port is small, but if assisted 
by a pier would be of admirable advantage to the 
Irish trade, as its situation to the north of Milford is 
calculated to render it a safe haven for ships unable, 
in blowing weather, to get round St. David's Head ; 
and it is the only port on this part of the coast un- 
incommoded with shifting sands, called a bar : this 
subject i$ worthy the consideration of the board of 
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trade. Ilie trade is small, employing about fifty 
vessels, from twenty to one hundred tons bnrtben^ 
in the exportation of oats and butter,, aad the im* 
portation of culm and limestone, the latter being the 
principal manure, and the former the only fuel 
besides peat. The culm is brought from Milford, 
and the economical custom we have before noticed 
of mixing it with clay and slime obtains here. Of 
the excellence of this fire the inhabitants are per*' 
feetly satisfied ; of its brilliancy little cait be said, 
but of its durability every thing, for whcii once tnade 
tip and left undisturbed, it will endure a whde day. 
The scarcity of wood making persons cdttttoud bow 
they suffer it to ^y out, at night they platster over 
the. remaining coals with what they call a ituntming 
of the same, which being i^tirred up in the morning 
iinswers the required purpose. 

A small manufactory of coarse cloths, for home 
consumption, is carried on ; but the principal em- 
ploy of the inhabitants is in the herring fishery ^ which 
has lately been on the decline, owing perhaps to 
various causes. The people say, to condemn the 
' covetousness of the clergy, God has of late with- 
drawn the fish from this part of^ the coast. That the 
ahoals are not so large or so frequent as formerly, ap- 
pears to be a fact, but much of the grievance per- 
haps m^y be found in a relaxation oi industry. 
These fish, unknown to the ancients, and which 
furnish such a supply of delicious food ta thousands, 
abound on our coasts more than any other. Bred in 
the Polar seas, they seldom pass any great distance 
to the southward. The grand winter rendezvous is 
the Arctic sea, where they continue for months to 
recruit their strength after the time of spjtwfMng, 
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that sc^, accbrding to voyager*, Svrarming with 
insect food more than seas in warmer latitudes. 
Rondeletius observes, these fish are gregarious, and 
the nombers so great as not to be taken till Autamti, 
when they drvide and ,form shoals, changing place 
ind wandering over the ocean. The herrings begin 
to put themselves in motion in the spring, a few 
forerunners preceding the grand shoal, which is 
known by the appearance of numerous birds which 
prey upon them as they proceed. Such is the effect 
of a shoal, that they change the colour of the ocean ; 
divided into distinct columns of five or six miles iti 
length, and three or four in breadth, driving the 
waves before them with a rippling noise : at times they 
sink for some minutes, then suddenly rise to the 
Surface; and nothing, it is said by those who have 
seen them approach off the Shetland Isles, can pos- 
sibly exceed the splendour of the sight, for in clear 
weather they tinge the waves with every variety of 
hue, like the colours of the most brilliant gems, 
and their eyes sparkle like electric fire. Here they 
separate ; one wing of the main body directing it$ 
course to the eastern, and the other to the western 
shores of Great Britain : the former supplying the 
coasts of Norfolk and SuflTolk, where they are called 
Norfolk capons ; and the latter meeting a check on 
the north of Ireland, visits the coasts of America, 
and frequently glut the Bay of Chesapeak so much 
as to become a nuisance to the shore ; the remainder, 
proceeding down St. George's Channel, supply both 
the Irish and Welsh coast. The fishing here com- 
mences about August, and ends about Christmas ; 
but the first or middle fishing is esteemed the best, 
as the herring then is in full roe, and in the begin- 
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ning of winter they deposit their spawn, ^ The mode 
of taking theni is in busses, or half-decked boats, 
with drovers and shooting nets, in places well known 
as the firmest: ground. The nets are shot in the 
evening, the later the better, and are taken up 
generally with store of fish the next morning, from, 
ten to forty meses in a boat, each mese containing 
thirty-one score or 520 herrings; A mese has been 
sold as low as half a crown : quantities of them are 
immediately packed in panniers, and carried on 
Iiorses backs to market in a fresh state to Hereford, 
Shrewsbur)', and even as far as Worcester,, the centre 
of the kingdom. But the larger portion are salted, 
packed in casks, or dried in smoke for future use : 
the former are called white, and the latter red her- 
rings. The smoking is effected in small houses 
erected for the purpose, in which the fish strung by 
the mouth, are suspended in rows and a smoking 
fire applied under them, till they have acquired suffi- 
cient firmness, known to the workmen by the co- 
lour. The smoke o^fem is principally made use of 
here, and this fuel for the purpose is esteemed pre- 
ferable to any other ; the herrings so cured obtain- 
ing a preference in the market for the delicacy of 
their flavour. The Dutch paid attention to this 
fishery so early as the year 1 164, and long carried on 
a &oIe and lucrative trade ; and when our attention 
was turned to it you must recollect what' a bone of 
contention it became between the two countries, a 
right of fishery being made the pretext of war. As 
they first taught us to take the advantage of these 
fish, so they also instructed us in the art of procuring 
them. A Dutchman by the name of Benkelin, of 
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Biervelt hear Sluys, discovered this useful expedient 
for their preservation* , 

A salmon fishery is conducted here^ which with 
industry and encouragement might soon be greatly 
improved. Indeed^ this is considered by the people 
of Liverpool as the best ground for turbots, soles, 
John Dorys, &c. from Scotland to the Land's End. 
But an ill founded prejudice has obtained credit, 
that any other fishery would injure the herring fry ; 
not considering that the herring goes northward to 
spawn, and those tbat are seen after the usual time 
are invalids or stragglers left behind. 

The town is small, consisting principally of cot- 
tages, the roofs as well as walls whitewashed ; which 
cleanliness is contrasted by the rugged dirty streets, 
with a dung-heap at almost every door; and a small 
bouse without a wine or Spirit licence is dignified 
with the name of /he Inn. Under the auspices of 
the truly patriotic Mr. Knox, there has been lately 
established a post-office and a market: two things 
that add much to the comfort and convenience of 
every individual. The church haying neither tower 
nor spire, has little apparent dignity : the living is a 
poor vitarage, it having formerly been parcel of the 
abbey of St. Dogmuel's, and even the tyfhe cf h$r^ 
rings goes to the lay impropriator. A spot in the 
church-yard, a few yards from the north-east wall, 
is remarkable for a very distinct echo, which returnsi 
every sound with equal force. If a drum bie beaten 
here, it sounds in the ear like two rival drummers. 

The adjoining cliffs consist of a species of mixed 
marble called pudding itone^ and a vein of Portland 
stgne has lately been discovered in the vicinity, o£ 

X 
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great extent. There are also quantities of blue state,^ 
but for want of spirit in the inhabitants^ and tbo 
heavy duties on tb«6 article, little is done : nor do 
they even procure thetn for domestic use. The 
elif(s abound, in the very teeth of the western breeze,; 
with ligustrum vulgare, and euonymus EuropaRt ; 
and nearly two acres of the hill beneath tbe eburcbr 
yard are completely covered with sambucus ebulus, 
which, when in bloom, perfumes the air with ilspow«» 
erful fragrance.-|^ 

There is on a neighbouring hill what appears to 
have been a beacon, called the castle ; and in plough-* 
ing, some brass coins have been found chiefly o^ the 
lower empire, and some earthen pots of Roman work-*- 
manship were dug up a few years ago, which favour* 
tbe opinion that the Romans were once here ; and 
what tends to confirm this opihbn is, that about 
twenty years since was discovered, in a dingle bdow 
the church/ a sfring the water of which W(fs epvereii 
with a crust of irom^ evidently possessing strong medi^ 
cinal properties. On analysis it appears a pure cba-t 
lybeate water. Near the head of the spring was dug 
lip a stone one foot square, bearing, an inscriptioi^ 
which I should read Seont^iov T^o^, i. e^ The 'i^alih^ 
giving spring, or water ; and the date, A. I>. aiO. 
By which I should conclude, that it was a Cfaristiai^ 
Roman, or a Roman Briton who placed the stono 
here, and probably covered in the spring. The right 

* Poljrdore Virgil relates tluit th^ vexj elegant aQ4 light cgn 
Y«ring for buildings W9s firs.t di8cover84 ^nd applied by Cyfi^r* 
the son of Agriopq^ in the Island of Cyprus. De Invent. L.^ 3. c. S. 

t On the banks of the Gwayne grow nyinph^ Ititea^ verbsa* 
aonunuois^ and oampanula erects. 
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cemer of the stone is broken off. We in vaitt 
looked for the extraordinary high state of cuiti* 
vatbq mentioned by a flying tourist* The manage* 
ment of their arabk lands is far frQin judicious or 
profitable, as it might be; but the gracing system 
has greatly diminished tillage, and the greater part 
of the country is devoted to sheep and black cattle* 
The call for labour is consequently dirtiinished^ and 
the poor out of employ* There are> however, two or 
three customs that are deserving notic^^ and might 
be profitably employed by many who may consider 
tfaemielvcs a century before this country in the arts 
of husbandry* They form their hedges chiefly here 
by raising turf banks about five feet high^ four feet 
broad at the base^ and two feet broad at top, on which 
they sow two rows of French furge seed, which, kept 
clean^ quickly thrives and forms a .most impenetrable 
fence. 

They have understood the value of marling their 
grass lands, and this is a usage throughput the wholq 
barony of Itenufs^ Marl destroys the sour grasses^ 
and encourages the growth of the sweeter herbs> es- 
pecially the valuable white flpwering trefoil. ThC; 
people here .suppose it the production of Noah>. 
flood, and call it the fat of the earth* This is a very 
ancient name for it* Pliny styles it, " Adeps terrsa 
ac velut g^landis in arbore densante se pinguetudini^ 
ftucleo :^* ^W)d observes it is found both in France, 
and Britain* This might have been produced as 
another proof of the Romans having visited this part 
of the coi:^ntry, as this you know was a Roman prac- 
tice, and from them the Britons derived a knowledge 
of marl^ had not a MS, volume in the possessi'cq 
of Mr. Lloyd of Bronwyn^ wbipb cop^aiiis a treati^ 

ac2 
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oh maH^ stated that its use in Kernes was first 
covered by one Cole, a Frenchman, who came into 
this CQuntry with Martin de la Tours, the conqueror 
of Kemes ; and who bestowed on the said Cole the 
land called Llwyngwair^ now the seat of Mr. Bowen^ 
where he first discovered this fertilizing substance, 
and applied it to use. This estate continued in the 
family of the Coles for several generations^ who 
doubtless followed up the profitable custom^ as many 
ancient marl pits may be seen upon it^ and marl is 
still found in these lands. 

' At a little distance on the river Nefern, is the 
small fishing town of Newport, anciently called 
Trefdraeth, or the town on the beach. The har- 
bour is both small and dangerous even for light ves- 
sels^ owing to a bar of sand about a mile out, passable 
only at high water. It formerly had a castle built by 
Martin de la Tours, who also made it a corporate 
town. The castle was destroyed by Llewelyn, A. D. 
I!2l6, when he overrun the whole country- as far as 
Haverfordwest; bat at the intercession of the then 
Bjshop of St. David's, he made peace and restored 
the places he had taken, on condition that the whole 
county of Pembroke should swear allegiance to bim 
as their lawful sovereign. Though small, it was then 
considered a fortress of some consequence, as A. D. 
1258, Llewelyn thought it necessary to take and se« 
cure this before he proceeded on bis march to the 
southward, when he effected a reconciliation be* 
tween the South Wallian princes Rhys Grigg and 
Rhys F}chan. 

The old cross mentioned by Gibson remains in 
the church-yard, and is a curious specimen of th^ose 
carved stones with knots and endless involutions we 
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mentioned in Glltmorgansbirej which device pro* 
bably alluded to the doctrine of eternal life* The 
triquetrous-shaped stone inscribed to the memory of 
a Roman soldier we did not-see, it has probably by 
some selfish virtuoso been removed. In the vicinity 
is the circle of stones mentioned by the same author^ 
consisting of several stones pitched on end in a circu- 
lar form. In the midst of the circle, which measures 
fifty feet diameter, is a vast rude flat stone supported 
by eight pillars'; it however at present rests but on 
three, the rest having shrunk from the incumbent 
weight. The length is 18 feet, the breadib g ; and 
a fragment lies near ]0 feet long and 5 broad : the 
thickness at the upper end is about three feet,^ and 
near two at the lower : and like the wonder excited 
at Stonehenge in Wiltshire, the stone is of a different 
kind to any at present discovered near. Another 
monument of similar antiquity is what is called by 
Camden Llech y Drybedd,* tripodium or the aluir 
stonc^ It is one large stone of an oval shape, and 
convex like an egii:, flatted on one side about twelve 
yards in circumference, lying on .four other rude* 
stones as supp6rters, og^ of which\nas sunk from the 
ground giving way* k has a small caniculus cut at 
the end, to carry off any libations offered upon it^ 
which was an usual ceremony in Drqidical worship. 
Immediately behind the beautiful little river Ne- 
fern, rises the north western extremiiy of the chain, 
gf mountains called f^ercelly^ This high table land 
rutis in a direction from north-c^st to south-\yest, 
oommencing near Capcl Bettwa in Cacnuarthen- 
(i.bire, aDd terminates at Dynas on the sea coasts 

>f JJ^^ people call it yecb y Drytbyll, wl^ichkt thei^i interpret. 
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The ridge \k brok<5h into sfevefa! distinct mountaifiA^ 
bearing appropriate names s as Brenny Vawr, Ma- 
rioclogdu, &c. and in the frorit, like a determined 
li^ader, Pcrcelly properly sb called. This is aboui 
cijifit miles long^ and two to three broad ; tho 
highest peak of which called Cwm Cer>Vyn serves as 
a landmark at sea ; and is the first land seamen 
make coming from iht south or sooth-west, sailing 
many hours before they make any Other, and is then 
a sure guide for the harbour of Mllford. Its height 
rs not great when compared with the mountains of 
North Wales: it is, however, sufficiently high to be 
frequently enveloped with clouds while it is clear be*^ 
neaib,and serves as a barometer for the distant parts of 
the country. According to the old proverb^ " When 
P^ercelly weareth a hat, all Pembrokeshire ihall 
weate of that;" if clouds gather thick about tht sum- 
mit, rain generally quickly follows. The prospect, 
as you may suppose, is extensively grand: Pem- 
brokeshire, parts of Cardigan, Glarnorgan, Breck- 
nock, Montgomery, Merioneth, Caermarthen to tb6 
east ; the channel and the coast of Somerset to the 
west ; St. George's channel and the mountains of 
Wicklow. A road passes over this ridge called the 
Flerrtish way^ from a tradition that the Flemings 
fearing to descend into the vales, travelled this way 
to their new settlements. It is however evidently 
the remains of a Raman road, both, from the form 
dnd direction, and was doubtless the one which led 
from Maridunum to Menapia. 

Heaps of huge stones lie about the summits and 
sides of this ridge, like those of the Snowden chain, 
and evident marks of retiring waters are visible down 
tbe'cwms of the mountains. Fercelly abounds witjh 
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^t bogs, which furnish employment to numbers of 
poor people in digging and curing it for sale. This 
mountain was granted by one of the Lords of Kernel 
for this purpote: it abounds with springs^ Which 
support a variety of aquatic plants^ and such as* are 
peculiar to ptsX boigs and marshy places. At times 
it ekbibtts considerable verdure^ and the different 
cwms furnish abundance of grass. Numerous flocks 
are here constantly attended by shepherds^ who are 
not paid in money as in England^ but ^re allowed to 
keep so many sheep of their own to run with the flock 
they tend, by the increase of which they' receive an 
' udeqnate recotnpetfice for their labour. They reside 
in the adjacent vales in seif-er6cted huts, built of 
loose stones^ and covered with rushes ; which also 
yerve them as beds for their nightly repose : doors 
they have none, but when the keen blast and bowling 
storm approach, a rusb^clad hurdle set on end af{brds 
the wished for shelter. The sheep of this moun- 
tainous district are subject to a kind of vertigo, sf«- 
• milar to goggles of the west, here termed pendro^ 
Their wool is of a coarse hempy nature, calculated 
for strong cloth, and a manufactory of such might 
be of great advantage to the inhabitants, You will 
be surprised to find that the greater part of the fleecy 
produce is sent out of the county and sold in a raw 
state ; out of that very county where the Flemings 
formerly settled^ where tived the very people that in- 
troduced the Woollen manufacture into the country^ and 
to whom we owe this staple trade of the kingdom! 
and that not a vesiige of ihcir genius or industfv 
this way is left, save weaving a few coarse cloths for 
the use of the peasantry. Thus trade and commerce, 
like eartl^ly friends^ capriciuudly take iheir flight from 
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those by whom they have been most assicTuoudy 
wooed, and profusely lavish their blessings on those 
who perhaps have never solicited their assistance. 

Tnis county stands unrivalled as a breeding county, 
and the oxen and black cattle of Pembroke are both 
in compactness and beauty, in depth of carcase and 
shortness 6f Jcg, very superior to the boasted breed 
of the vale of Glamorgan. They are grazed together 
in large bodies, and thousands of herds were now 
scattered over the distant plains. They are tended 
by men and boys, who move as the cattle move, to 
keep them within the assigned limits; they are never 
housedj but thus grazed and foddered all the winter. 
The mode of sapplying the want of green crops and 
fodder in spring, is by a reserve of the summer crops 
left on the ground without mowing till this season, 
which then wears the appearance of hay. This is 
itrmtA foggingr the land. How far this practice is 
rational I have not had sufficient experience to de- 
cide. It is alleged by the English farmer, that 
leaving an old crop on the ground is prejudicial to 
the ensuing one* The Welsh farmer is decidedly of 
opinion, on the contrary, that it keeps ^ the yo^ng 
springing grass warm, and the following crop is by 
this mef n generally doubled. 

It is obvious, however, that much of the crop dies 
and becomes inert, and the best cannot contain so 
muc'i nourishment as well ended hay. By the sud* 
den drying of hay in the process of hay making, 
many of the juices are preserved, and by the fermen- 
tation they undergo in the rick, called sweating, 
they are perhaps ameliorated as a pabulum of life. 

I cannot quit this district without calling your at- 
tention to a very remarkable fact : Inoculation for 
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the small pex has been practised here time irytmemorial : 
and this they do without preparation or a^sirfiance. 
In order to procure the disorder, they either r ib the 
matter taken from mature pustules on sevnai parts 
of the skin, or puncture the skin with a needle, 
previously dipped in the infectious matter. They 
call it buying the small pox, as it is a custom to pur- 
chase the matter of those affected, as children do 
warts of each other. It is probably a remnant, of 
those useful aits taught the Britons by the Romans, 
and afterwaills with many others buried under the 
Tubbish qi ignorance and superstition : for the cus- 
tom originally came from Greece, and we know the 
Romans were not slow to adopt any thing that ap- 
peared like improvement, from the manners^ or 
customs of that country. You recollect its slow in- 
troduction into this country ; for when the account 
was communicated to the Royal Society by Pilorini, 
of the practice in Turkey, it was for some time only 
performed on condemned criminals. The Geor^ 
gians and Circassians had been, for ages prior to that 
period, in the habit of performing this kind office 
for their female children, for the preservation of that 
beauty on which their future fortune might depend, 
It was early practised in America, and it was there 
observed, that in this disease and the^^^w^, the flies 
often inoculated thousands, by gorging themselves 
with the matter from the ripe pustules of the diseased, 
and flying upon others in a sound state, ii:)troducing, 
by means of their proboscis, the matter within the 
skin, as |>ecs arc known to carrj^ the fecundating 
poUen from flower to flower. Thus, it seems, like 
many other useful inventions, we are not indebted 
for inoculation to the superior wisdom or ingenuity 
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of mati^ but to the instinct of the inferior parts of 
creaiiont 

I am ever Yoarg, J. Ei;t 
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LETTER Xll 
Deas Sir, 

• ' 1 O the botanist fond of umbrageous woods, ak 
forming a shelter favourable to the growth of rtiore 
bumble plants ; and the enthusiastic admirer Of 
nature in her vegetable decorations, it could not but 
be matter of regret to sec the greater part of the 
country which we had just left, stripped of its most 
lovely ornaments, its coppices and woods. While 
lamenting this general denudation, we were dcsi* 
rous, if possible, to ascertain the cause ; and in the 
enthusiasm of the momerit, w^re almost ready to join 
with Evelyn and believe, " That if had been owing 
to some dreadful sylvifragi occasioned hy invisible sfi-^ 
ritSj as there is nothing they cannot subvert and demo^ 
lish when God permits them to do mischief and convince 
those who believe there are none^ because they do noi 
$ee though they feel their effects'^ Sylva, p, 569, But 
returning quickly to a more sober state of mind, w6 
endeavoured to account for the disaster from causes 
more upon a level with oLr nndcrstandings^ and 
more consonant (o the general tenor of events. 

The formidable obstruptions which the woods pre* 
lented to Normans, Flemings, and Anglo Normans, 
in their endeavours to obtain possession of this country, 
may be assigned as a reason for the destruction of many 
lit that early period^ as they afforded continual meaqft 
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4o rtnnoy theth, and the best fortifications for a flying 
4nd skirmishing arniy ; imitating the policy of Alex*, 
ander as related by Quintus Curtius, Lib. XL whd 
Was unable to make any impression upon the Gens 
Mardarun^ till be had been able to fell the forests of 
Hyrcania, 

Another ciause has been the erroneous opinion 
long entertained for vi^ant of a better knowledge of 
chemistry, that woodlartdSj especially near habitations, 
were highly injurious to health, from the damps they 
occasioned, and the effluvia they emitted ; and an*, 
other, equally unfounded, that they are of no compa*' 
raiive value with arable and pasture, 

A third cause has beed the discovery of numerous 
collieries and iron mines, which produce such an im^ 
mense demand for black poles and charcoal. These 
may be viewed as the great devourers of woods, hold- 
ing out such a temptation to felling as becomes irri^ 
sistible, when conjoined with the necessity of pro- 
prietors. And this necessity is too often brought oil 
by extravagance, gambling, and debauchery. How 
much it is to be lamented, that the moral state of the 
owners may but too often be known by the number 
of sticks marked for the axe on his estate, and that art 
evening at Whitens too often robs the future heir of 
"bis undoubted patrimony. It may be said that every 
man has a right to do what he will with his own ; but 
this is a priufciple in few instances just, or consistent 
with the general laws of society, every statute of 
which is intended as a restraint. The exercise of 
ihis right of nature would often clash with the rights 
of others, and in few cases perhaps would it be mor6 
injurious, than in the one before us. You will recoU 
leqt that Cicero in his second .philippic, amidst other 
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reproaches of his antagonist, dwells most upon his 
waste of certain wood lands, to the great detriment 
of the state and posterity. Speaking of his de« 
baucherieSj he says^ in his inimitable manner, " Tua 
ista detrimenia ; speaking of his felh'ng the timber, 
' ilia riostrar The only remedy to be applied to this 
increasing evil is a general spirit of planting ; but 
this will never be excited, till either you can persuade 
mankind that they are non sibi nati^ but patres 
patriae ; that they have not only social duties to per- 
form, but also duties which relate to posterity ; or 
that the planting of trees is a profitable concern, 
and perhaps the best mode they can adopt to provide 
for the younger part of their families. For this pur- 
pose, I \yould strongly recommend that incompara-r 
ble work, Evelyn on Forest Trees, to the serious 
perusal of the nobility and gentry of this kingdomi 
especially those of North and South Wales^ 

The lordship of Kernes, however, forms a finp 
contrast with the commot of Dcwi : both the upper 
and under strata, and the whold face of the country, 
are truly diflcrcnu The limestone is changed iuto 
^late, the soil consists of loam and clay, a.nd instead 
of a flat and barren wild, the eye is relieved by 
varied hills and fruitful vallies, abounding with wci^^kIs 
and streams. But neither the buildings nor inh^c* 
bitants seem to correspond with the charming aspect 
of the country. The village of Velindre next pre-* 
semed itself, with its mud-built cottages covered 
with a scanty thatch of oaten straw, 

A few miles out of the road to the left are tb^ 
ruins of St. DogmaeVs Abbey. It is in the extreme 
part of Kernes, on the soivhern bank of the Teivi, 
9alled by Leland ^^ A priory of BquhoJitmi^s {' it wai 
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ft house of Benedictines, of a reformed part of that 
Order, called the order of Tiron, and was founded 
by Martin de la Toors, in the time of Henry I. ; 
afterwards further endowed by William de Valence^ 
Earl of Pembroke, in the time of Henry III. Its 
value at the Dissolution was 68/. \s. Gd.- 

Passing a noble stone bridge of seven arches, we 
entered the county town of Cardigan, in Welsh 
Aherteivi. The streets being on a declivity are 
clean, the. houses neat, and the new town hallj, 
finished 1797 for the assizes and other public busi- 
ness, is a handsome building. It is plea^ntly si*^ 
tuated on the northern bank of the river, about 
two miles from its mouth; yet from its various 
windings, and the hills to the west, the town ap^ 
pears landlocked. The tide admits brigs, as large as 
1 50 tons, to come up to the quay ; and previous to 
the war it had a considerable export trade in lead 
and corn to Ireland, but it has little now to boast 
of, except what the iron works in the vicinity af- 
ford, and is fast going to decay. At the end o{ the 
bridge stands the shell of its castle, built, as it is 
said, by Gilbert de Clare, who also fortified the 
town m the time of Henry IL ; but we find that 
Rhys GryfFydd, when he. marched towards North 
* Wales to meet the invading army of Owen Gwy- 
.nedd, built a castle for the defence of his borders at 
Aberteifi, A. D. 1155. (Vid. Eo^jicI.) It must after-, 
wards have fallen into the hands of the enemy ; for 
A. D. 1 1 fi4, it was besieged by Rhys, taken and 
razed to the ground. It was sometimes the royal 
residence, for we are informed that, A. D. 11 76, 
Rhys celebrated a feast at Christmas in his Castle of 
Ahertcifi^ which he caused to be proclaimed through 
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ali Bntain, Ireland, and the adjacent isles. Nuitif, 
bers of English, |rish^ and Normana accepted the 
invit3tion, and coming to Aberteiv were honourably 
received and courteously entertained* Among other 
entertainments for t^eir amusement, Rhys proclaimed 
an eisteddfod t assembling all the bards and min^ 
atrcls, and seats being provided for them in the gf'eat 
hall, the hards were commanded to answer each 
other extempore in rhyme, according to the estab^ 
lished laws of British poetry^ Those who overcame 
in this poetical contest were rewarded with rich and 
appropriate presents. In this rencontre the North 
Wales bards obtained the victory, and received thp 
approbation and thanks of the assembly i in musie, 
however, the South Wales minstrels gained most 
applause, and among the most expert and accom- 
plished thp servants of the Prince were accounted 
chief. 

On the side of the river stands the church, a larga 
handsome structure $ and contiguous, the ruins of a 
priory of black canons, a cell to Cbertsey in Surrey, 
valued at ISL 4s. gd. O^n the other side a chapel 
was erected on the spot where Archbishop Baldwin 
stood, when he preached in support of the crusade, 
accompanied by Gyraldus. 

We now ascended the rivdr, the bed of which 
grows narrower, and the banks soon assume tbd 
shape of cliffs, two or three hundred feet high, 
covered with forest trees and brush wood from their 
•ummit to the margin of the river. Amid the$i0, 
on a bare projecting rock, stand theVuined towers 
pf Cilg^rran Castle, than which, viewed from th« 
Vater either above or below, there cannot be a more 
interesting prospects The high perpendicular clifis^ 
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inih buge trees growing out of their fissures ; the 
4ense wood beneath ; the bold rock standing fts an 
tdva^ced guard ; the ivy-mantled ruins On its sum- 
mit; and ihe^crystal watefsoftheTeifi reflecting, as in 
a nnirror, the impending shades, and rolling over largo 
fragments of rock beneath, through a narrow chasm, 
form a group of objects that please while they as* 
tohish the beholder* 

You must by this time be almost satiated with the 

recital of castles built, besieged, and razed : but it 

would be unpardonable not to take some notice of 

this fortress, which, from the importance of its 

eentral situation, and the strength of its position, 

was an object of envy to the contending parties. 

Roger de Montgomery laid the foqndation of a 

castle here ; but on the grant of this country (tber 

property of Cadwyan ap Blethyn) by Henry I. u> 

Qilbert Strongbpw, Earl of Strygil, he erected this 

and the castle of Aberystwitb, to secure the pos- 

teasiooa be bad so unjustifiably obtained. This ap^ 

pftrently impregnable strong bold was taken by Rhys, 

Prince of South Wales ( and twice in vain assailed 

by tbe Anglo-Normauf^, who found the Welsh a* 

^batinfite in defc^nce as desperate in attack. It musty 

however, subsequent to this period, have been taken 

tnd razed, as it is observed by Powel that, A. D* 

iaa!2, William Marshal^ Earl of Pembroke, laid the 

foundaiioii of a cadtie here, and lefl his soldiers, whilo 

be visited EoglaQd^ to compleat the work. This 

was the bjuiMiflg» the ruins of which we were now 

surveying : two circular towers and a few of tho 

walls are the whole of the remaias, and the mutilated 

fragments only servse to form an interesting feature io 

tbe delightful bunlscape. 
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The town has one irregular street of miserabla 
cottages ; but as it happened to be the fair day, and 
this being the first cattle fair through Waksy we 
were inctuced to halt. It was a sight we could not 
obtain iff England, and thinking that we might never 
have an opportunity of beholding such again, our 
curiosity was more than usually arouse;^!. The show 
of beasts is immense ; the fields within two or three 
miles of the place are taken several weeks before for 
their standing, so that the principal part of the fair 
is not hejd in the street, but on the adjacent farms* 
The number of cattle, though this was con^dered 
but a small fair, we were informed exceeded iwentf 
thousand. The business is chiefly done upon credit; 
the breeders placing them in the hands of drovers* 
who drive them to the English markets, and s^ll 
many of them by commission* It was a highly gra- 
tifying sight : so many beasts of nearly one breed 
collected to one spot. The great conflux of peopled 
on this occasion, deprived us of the pleasure wo 
intended to receive by examining the plants in its 
vicinity. Unable either to- obtain provision, or be 
accommodated with lodging for ourselves or horses^ 
we were under the necessity of proceeding on our 
journey. 

. Following the course of the river we came to 
Llechryd, or ihc stony ford, over which a handsome 
stone bridge has been lately erected. The rural 
tranquillity, of this valley has been invaded by the 
noisy sons of Vulcan; and the banks of this romantic 
river disfigured by a canal cut for the advantage of 
«ome iron and tin works, established here by Sir 
Benjamin Hammett, whose son has a handsome 
mansion bere^ called CastcllMaelgwyn. The road 
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beautifully winds with the river through varied woods^ 
by Strathmorc, a seat of Mr. Steel, till you reach 
the village of Kennarthy where a deep ledge in the 
bed of the river forms a celebrated salmon-leap. 
The salmon are sometimes so plentiful as to be taken 
in quantities which far exceed the demands of the^ 
markets ; in that case they are salted and dried, in 
which state the general price is %d. per pound, and 
they are esteemed a high relish, and an infallible 
remedy for a disordered appetite : nor should I omit 
that the Teifi salmon are considered, by the Welsh 
epicure, superior in flavour to thpse of the Towey 
oriheWye. The fall is about fourteen feet, and 
the wear has for centuries been a source of great 
annual emolunrient to the proprietor. This now 
small village was formerly of more consequence^ as 
it was the residence of St. * Ludoc, and styled in 
MSS. Canarth Mawr. Four miles above is New 
Casile Elmlm^ with the borough of Atpar on the 
opposite side of the river, joined together by an old 
stone bridge of several arches. The name is by 
some derived from the curve which the river makes 
just above, in'figure resembling the letter JV"; others 
derive it from the number of elm tre^s which for- 
merly grew in its njeighbourhood. As LlwifFen, in 
Welsh, signifies elms,* Camden conjectured that this 
was the Loventium Dimetarum of Ptolomy ; but 
the conjecture of Hoyd appears preferable to both. 
' The British name is Dinas Emiiin, i. e. Urbs Emiliani, 
from soipe lord or proprietpr of that name ; on the 
Caermarthenshire side of the river are the ruins of 

. * Among other plants in Cwm Ywbwb, we found the vJtimu 
numiana, 

Y 
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its castle ; this was erected by Rhys ap Thomas, 
the friend atid favourite of Henry VII. who, on bis 
march with hrs French troops to join the confederates 
at Shrewsbury, previous to the decisive battle of 
Bosworth, here halted, and was continually strength- 
cnqd by the numbers of Welsh that joined his army. 
The front gateway is still standing, and the entrance 
is between two handsome octagon towers ; but from 
the situation of the building it appears to have been 
intended rather as a magnificent residence, than a 
place of defence. Meeting with an old college ac- 
quaintance here, we were enabled to make a variety 
of excursions favourable to our pursuits^ and from 
the polite attention of the neighbouring gentry ob- 
tained much useful information. We were highly 
gratified in the survey of Mr. Lloyd*s farms, on 
which a rational system of agri6ulture is pursued 
with vigour and effect. This Gentleman, with a 
truly beneficent spirit, takes two or three estates 
into his own hands till, by hrs improvement, be has 
shewn what the land will do, and then endeavours 
to let them to some industrious tenants, with the 
promise of every encouragement if they continue to 
pursue the profitable system : but such is the obsti- 
nacy of prejudice, that his endeavours to induce, 
the farmers ito follow his laudable example have 
proved ineffectual. 

The town is small, and the church a chapel of 
ease to Kennarth. The inhabitants are supplied 
with water from the river, which for culinary pur- 
poses they carry to their cottages in wooden pitchers; 
hooped like a barrel. Their linen, for the purpose 
of washing, they bring to the river side, and after 
soaking it in pools formed by excavations in the bed 
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of the river, they place it tipbti a level part of thie 
rock, and with a flat piece of boards accommodated 
with a handle, they beat it till they suppose the dirt 
is sufficiently dischargedi and then spread it ilpoti 
the large stones lying in the river to dry. How far 
such apian may be economical, I know not ; but it 
saves (bel, an article of consequence to the poor of 
this district. The summer was uncommonly hot 
dnd dry, and the cotitributitry streams to Teifi wer6 
bnable to fbmisb their accustomed supplies,, so 
that the bed of the river was left dry. No stream 
had run for some weeks, and the little water in the 
pools was almost used or evaporated. The incon-^ 
venience arising to the town may be better imagined 
than expressed : a general want of this essential 
article Was experienced, and dreading still wOrse iti 
future, a general consternation seized the minds of 
the people, who began to belie\'e that a judgment 
bad fallen upon the place, and that their great and 
venerable benefactor would neverbe able to befriend 
them any more. 

' After visiting the woods of H^nllan, and that 
part of the vale above Llandyssil, we turned our 
steps towards the sea. Leaving Mr. Lloyd's of 
Bronwyn on our left, and passing by Cape! Drinidad, 
we Came to a spot called Castell Gwythern, where 
stood the palace of Vortigern, struck down by light- 
ning as a judgment on the numerous crimes of that 
incestuous Prince : it is a high precipitous rock, 
without the least vestige of a building, and waaprO'^ 
bably no more than a British military post. 

They have a curious contrivance in this country 
for the preparation of their new com for the mitt. A$ 
there is seldom any old corn by the time of harvest^ 

y2 
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necessity obliges them to turn tbe new into bread, 
before it is naturally sufficiently hardened to grind; 
for effecting this in the most expeditious manner 
they dry it on a kiln, which is formed by laying 
several timbers across a pit, placing straw over these 
and throwing on the corn. At a small distance 
below they form a fire place, with a chimney com- 
municating to the straw in an oblique direction. . In 
this they burn furze, peat, or culm, mixed with 
clay. The corn by this means is in a few hours fit- 
. ted for the mill. 

Passing the village of Troder aur, we descended 
into the g^mall but fertile vale of Cwm Cerris, through 
jvhich the river of that name flows, bounded by 
wooded hills, and, leaping from crag to crag, falls a 
little below into the Teifi. On a lingula, or angle, 
formed by the conflux of a small rivulet into the 
Cerris, on a circular shaped hill, is a British en- 
campment, consisting of tvfo Valiums and two fosses, 
called Dinas Cerris. 

When Camden called this a champaign country, 
be could not have written from actual observation, 
for it abounds with hills and narrow Vales, and much 
of it is high. table land, unsheltered by woods, and 
exposed to every assailing element. Nothing surely 
can exceed the barrenness of the soil, or the poverty 
of the inhabitants. There are few inclosures, and 
these few are , fenced by banks planted with furze, 
which, before it can arrive at sufficient maturity to 
become a 'useful fence, is cut by the needy farmer 
to support; his half-starved cattle. In every direction 
the country assumes the same bleak and barren as« 
.pcct;. not a hedge or tree to diversify the scene; 
not a Verdant field to relieve- the eye, wearied with 
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the sight of such uniform sterility. A few strag- 
gl^^ng huts built of mud, having chimnies formed of 
wicker work, shewed the country was inhabited ; 
and here and there a church or meeting house, in 
shape like a barn, reminded us that the important 
business of man was not entirely neglected by the 
inhabitants. Land, you will readily suppose, is not 
very valuable : from ten to as low as one shilling 
per acre, and that justly considered too dear. The 
country is divided, for the greater part, into small 
farms, so that the farmer and his hind are nearly 
upon an equality, and precedency at table may easily 
be dispensed with. The agriculture of this district 
admits of little variety ; debarred the advantages of 
manure, the farmer's plan is simple and his system 
ruinous. The first error he commits is on the very 
threshold. The plough is so light and awkward, that 
the least obstruction throws it out of the furrow j 
he generally ploughs with two oxen and two small 
horses, whose unequal strength destroys that equality 
of draught so essential to good ploughing. He 
ploughs, or rather scarifies the Irnd twice for bar- 
ley ; follows up the same crop three or four years ; 
then limes and takes ofF four or five crops of oats, 
till, wearied out, the land refuses to be thus treated 
any longer, which he knows by what is called white 
grass appearing thicker than the crop that was sown, 
and the crop little surpassing, the quantity of seed, 
five bushels. (Winchester) per acre.* He now per- 

* The acre <sf land in Caermarthenshire, and many parts of 
Wales, IS . the ancient Cyfair, less than a statute acre 5 but in 
Pembrokeshire and Cardiganshire it is the En\f, rather more thaiv 
a statute acre. 

5 
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miu it to restj tal|;iog up aopther portiott of the farm 

to tretft in ^fae same ungenerous manner* Snoall 

cart3j ^vith a central pole^ ^re used here for all tb^ 

purposes of carriage ; tbey are drawn by two oxen 

yokedi and one small horse as leader : the wheels of 

tj)ese are so badly fitted to tile axle, that they are 

frequently a foot out of the perpendioular, and this 

wriggling, tbey are firmly persuaded, gives assistaqce 

to the cattle ip ascending the bills. When I mentU 

Qmed they were debarred the advantages of manurei 

\ iT^eant they make none at home, having no home*-- 

stalls ; ai^d as the farm . yards are generally on a 

4eclivHy, and destitute of a fcservpiri the rains wash 

iiway every thing valuable as a manure^ Lime is 

fetched from twenty to forty tpiles; for the Cardi- 

^u^hirp husbandman, having heard that this articlQ 

pfqduces wondq^^ful effects in- other cQ^^trics, turns 

all his attention to this./point,. using it without the 

least discrinjipation,'<^r9py I'cgard to the effects of 

^ stimujus or atf pUeraMVe* If this fail, which it 

too frequeotly dpes^ ixe then, unable to account for 

the cause> givps up the business in despair^ blames 

the nature of the lapd, and abandons himself to his 

miserable fate. Thus the laqd is very generally be-* 

f^omc exhausted, and th^ means of restoration at a 

gra^t distanQet ' Cattle, the great support for arable 

7f^, he has not ntop^y to purchase, nor, if he had, 

the uieans of ^bsiatence ; fallowing be does not 

UUderstand, and the weed^ destroy the little nourish* 

ment the soil may. accidePtally imbibe from the at- 

iposphere : the arable, of course, becomes wocso 

and worse. In what airp termed good crops, it is^ 

usual to mow their oats and barley with a scythe, 

if^rmed with a cradlp, similar .to thosp used in Pi^dT 
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mont^ and bind them up in sheaves : but in the' 
latter crops, the straw is too short to admit of it, 
and women and children are employed to pluck it 
up, taking it in handfuls, and striking the jooi% 
against the ground to clear them from dirt. This 
custom they term attioy and conceive they save much 
of the straw for fodder, without considering that 
when oats are fit for gathering they are liable to 
sbed| and by this injudicious practice they lose half 
the crop. 

No wonder after this that the farmer is very little 
different fronri ihe peasant, and that the pride and 
sinews of a country, an industrious and respectable 
yeomanry, does not exist here. After harvest, bav« 
log no further employment, they dismiss their la^ 
bourers, who are consequently exposed to idleness 
and want. Indeed, the common peo[de throughout 
this country are not only poor, but appear cdm- 
pletely dejected, tis if they had given up every ray 
of hope of being otherwise. It is observed that they 
are indolent, and that indolence inevitably superin- 
duces poverty : the remark is just, but it should be 
recollected, that when the mind is depressed by 
poverty beyond a certain degree, the spring of ex- 
ertion is unable to act, the motives to industry have 
lost their force, and the power of habit prevents ap- 
plication. Only furnish these people with the meana 
of employment, and let them ju^t taste the bene- 
fits arising from it, and you would soon see them as 
industrious as in other places > but such is the real 
poverty of this part of the kingdom, and the pres- 
sure of the times from a long and unprecedented 
war, that the proprietors of estates have been re- 
duced to the nei<e8sity of taking every idnd of t^x 
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upon themselves, to preserve their tenantry froni 
becoming paapers. To people reduced to this mi- 
serable state no hope couid be presented, but by 
suggesting a distant country : the Americans, by 
their agents, had learnt the condition of these peo- 
ple, and siensible of the importance to their states of 
increasing their population, they had held out the lure 
of future competence. By this means the spirit of 
emigration was enkindled, and thousands of these 
unhappy wretches were embarking for the new con- 
tinent, expecting to find in that distant clime a 
country and situation directly opposi^ to their own. 
Their case was lamentably melancholy: ignorant of 
the country to which they were gbing, and the nature 
of t!ie employment in which they were to be en- 
gaged ; to obtain their passage, they accepted the 
agent's own termsy and thus ignorantly became the 
property of these human harpies. So ignorant were 
many of them, that before they lost sight of land 
they supposed they must be arrived ; and after ar- 
riving there, were sold as slaves into the back settle- 
ments of Vermont and Kentucky : others that were 
able to pay their passage there, finding the nature 
of the country, were desirous to return ; but, un- 
able to pay for their passage back, were obliged to en- 
gage in the most servile employments, and submit 
to the most degrading condition, to escapis death 
from hunger, jyiuch was done by the gentry to 
prevent their being thus duped, and to shew them 
that though their case was bad, they might be flying 
to a worse situation. I cannot, I ought not, to 
forget here to pay an honourable, because just, tri- 
bute of respect and gratitude to the nobility and 
getitry of this part of the kin^doni, who were assU 
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daously employed to ameliorate the condition of 
their countrymen, and if possible to prevent the 
evil of emigration to their country. The very cir- 
cumstance of their almost constant residence was a 
proof of their patriotism ; for none who did not 
consider it an incumbent duty to do good in his 
neighbourhood, would have chosen to reside amidst so 
much surrounding misery. I could, on this occasion, 
mention names of some whose conduct amidst these 
trying scenes would adorn Christianity, and dignify 
the name of man; I could shewyou that they have don^ 
allin their power, and have had the mortification tdf 
see'that all hasbeen done in vain/AmicJst extraordinary 
demands, they have been more than ordinarily liberal; 
and while bending under the weight of almost in^ 
supportable taxes, they have stretched out the hand 
of charity to their suffering neighbours : there ap-^ 
peared but one hand and one heart, to apply, if 
possible, an effectual remedy to the truly pitiable 
State of their country. Their unexampled exertions 
I admire, their patriotic zeal I revere, and may 
Heaven bless with the most ample recompense, their 
labour of love. To such minds, I am confident, a 
hint or two will not be ungraciously received. The 
first attention should be paid to fencing : land badly 
fenced, might as well be not inclosed ; out-build- 
fngs should be annexed to every farm, for home- 
stalling the cattle; a reservoir should'be made at 
the lower extremity of every ferm yard, that every 
thing fit for manure might be preserved, and the 
refuse fodder carefully thrown into it. Sheep-foldifig, 
particularly for the barley lands, should be encou-^ 
raged; and tl\e green' crops, so essential for the 
sheep and breeding cattle in spring, should be an 
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article of agreement between landlord and tfenant. 
After a plan for managing a farm ha3 been laid down 
by the proprietor, every^ encouragement should be 
given, particularly by a lease of not less than four- 
teen, nor more than twenty-qne years. Lending 
frequently small sums of money to enable the tenant 
to make the requisite improvements, and being re- 
imbursed by instalments after harvest, would be 
very beneficial, the application to be directed by the 
landlord or his surveyor. The farm adjoining the 
Qiansion should be a practical and experimental 
farm, where every improvement might be seen, and 
every useful part of husbandry learnt, by inspection* 
Thus would a proprietor of a large estate have it 
divided into a number of farms, with a bailiff upon 
each, whose interest it would be to improve the land; 
thus would it be daily improving, and the rising 
generation of farmers gradually initiated in a rational 
system of agriculture ; and by the increase of wealth 
accruing from such conduct, would be eocouraged 
to persevere. 

Passing Blaen y Forth, we found some intrench^ 
ments called Castell Yndolig^ said to be a fortress 
erected by Earl Gilbert and his Fleming^ which 
was taken and razed by Gryflydd ap Rhys^ A. D^ 
JUS, by the name of Blaen Forth Gwythem. This 
favours the conjecture that it was anciently a Britisb 
post* A little below, on a small creek, is|Abec 
Forth, consisting of a few low mud cottages^ pos^ 
sessing a few herring busses, and carrying on a small 
trade in making lime. They fetch both the stonq 
9nd culm iot burning it from Milford, and sell it as 
manure to the farmers for thirty miles round. Skirts 
ing along the coast to the northward^ we came to a 
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Qovey whieh^ in point c^ beauty » exceeded every 
thing I ever saw bf the kmd : it is formed by a narv 
row strip of land, which, by a sudden depression 
between two hills, conducts you to a delightful 
sandy beach, unruffled by a single pebble. Here it 
exhibits several fine curvatures beneath the perpen- 
dicular ' schistose roqks, which form clifft near six 
hundred feet high. To the south it is sheltered by 
the head landa of Pen y bryn and Pen Brybbaeb, 
and to the north by Moel y badell and Inys Docbdii. 
Impressed with the beauty of this place, aixd its 
excellence for sea bathing, wc found on inquiry it 
was called Traeth Saith^ u e. the Sand of the Sevens 
from a tradition that seven Christian virgins, flying 
from persecution, were here stranded and saved 
from shipwreck ; these were a remnant of the numer«' 
ous fair that were taken or persuaded to gd m\6 
Gaul, to better their condition in those times of 
difficulty and danger. Ursula is said to have carried 
out of Britain 11,000 maidens of quality, besides 
60,000 of inferior rank^ ic such reputation were 
the British fair at that period. Many of these re^ 
fusing the brutal offers of his army, were slain by 
Attilla, King of the Goths ; and others suffered a 
similar fate from tbe savage Huns ; and a church at 
Cologne still exists, dedicated to their memory, 

.Crossing Pom^ yr Yanc is Landissiliogogo, where 
David ap Evan entertained the Earl of RiohnKind 
and all his followers one night, in a style of true 
British hospitality, suited to the rank of bis guest ; 
which the Earl afterwards, when King Henry VII. 
acknowledged by several presents, particularly a 
drinkifig horn, richly mounted with silver^ and on a 
silver standi wl[uch was afterwards presented to Rich* 

9 



I 

/ 



332 Smuggling. * 

Brd^ Earl of Carbery^ and is now in the possession 
of John Vaughan, Esq. of Golden Grove, Caermar- 
tben^ire. 

Near Inys Llochd{i is a harbour called New Quay, 
the shelter of a nest of smugglers, who have several 
vessels of burden here ; indeed, the principal trade 
of this coast appears to be contraband or illicit ; and 
the hopes isrising from this fraudulent species of gain 
induces the farmers to neglect their farms, and em- 
ploy the labour of their cattle in this precarious con- 
<:ern, instead of the cultivation of the soil. The 
pernicious effects of smuggling, both to the interests 
of the country, and the health and morals of the 
inhabitants, is incalculably great : throwing out the 
lure of immoderate gains, it engages men jn the 
most desperate undertakings ; and, by facilitating 
the means ()f obtaining ardent spirits, encourages 
amongst the lower orders drunkenness and de- 
bauchery^ 

Crossing the mountains we descended into the 
Taleof Airon^ intending- to halt for the night at a 
small inn, called Aber-airon : but though our horses 
were jaded, the night perfectly dark, the rains pour- 
ing in torrents, and the wind blowing a hurricane^ 
yet the good lady of the house, feeling an inde- 
pcndance she was proud to assert, refused us admit- 
tance, observing that she had but two spare beds, 
which were already occupied ; and that numbers of 
people, who had previously arrived, were sitting up 
in the parlour to wail for the morning light to pur- 
sue their journey. JPinding that it was twelve 
Welsh miles to another inn, and pitying our beasts 
more than ourselves, we determined to alight ; after 
parleying amidst torrents of rain, and pleading hu- 
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manlty in vain, I suggested an appeal to that hos- 
pitality for which the country is famed, which had 
the desired effect: the hostler was called, a fire 
kindled in a small ' parlour, dry things brought, a 
comfortable supper prepared, and the best beds made 
an ampla compensation for the previous painful state 
of anxiety. 

I am, Yours, &Ci J. E* 
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LETTER XIII. 
Deab Sib^ 

JL HE morning was peculiarly fine, which 
enabled us to admire the verdant strip of romantic 
scenery, through which the Airon flows, under a neat 
stone bridge, a little below the house, into the sea ; 
and reminded us of Ivy Bridge, Devonshire, where 
a similar stream passes under a bridge like this, with 
a neat inn built at the foot of it. We soon gained 
sight of Llanrysted, a village of mud-built cottages, 
with z very neat church, standing upon the top of a 
high hill to the south-east. On the sea shpre are 
some ruins, said to be the remains of a religious 
house, but are evidently those of the castle built by 
Cadwallader, brother of Owen Gwynedd, Prince of 
North Wales, A. D. 1 148, Who bestowed this part 
of Cardiganshire on his son Howel. It was consi- 
dered a §lrong fortress, and very early after its 
erection its strength was tried : the sons of Gry- 
ffyd ap Rhys entered Is Airon ^wxih o, confederate 
force, but the siege pf this castle cost them the 
flower of the army ; and its obstinate resistance so 
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enraged the young chieftaiosi that when it surren* 
defed they inhumanly put the whole garrison to the 
sword. Part of the ruins have been washed away by 
the sea^ and the rest are likely soon to share the same 
fiitc* 

From Aber Airon to this place there id an exten-* 
sive fiat, between the sea and the mountains that 
bound it to the east, fatned for the production of 
barley, and on inquiry we found that the produce 
was equal to its feme. We had often heard of the 
sterility of Cardiganshire, and we had witnessed it ; 
but had we not visited this part, we should have 
been slow to believe that there was land Which pro- 
duced from sixty to eighty bushels per acre. Some 
was now cut, and others standing; and both in 
point of straw and car I never witnessed any thing 
like it, except in the vale of Evesham. These lands 
have been under barley for forty years y without a 
single intervening crop; In the winter the cattle 
come down the hills, and graze the stubbles, which 
in March or April are turned up, and the sea wreck 
thrown up by the waves on the coast collected and 
ploughed into the land wet, they being careful to 
cover the same day as much as they draw, having 
learnt, by experience, that if suffered' to become 
dryj its virtue is lost. This dressing lasts three years, 
when they again pursue the same plan. Prom this 
simple process do these almost incredible efiTccts 
invariably proceed : yet the custom seems to have 
been the effect of chance confirmed by habit, for we 
do hot find that the inhabitants of any other part 
of the coast adopt this method of enriching them- 
selves by the bounties which Providence has throwp 
in their lap. 
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About two miles from this village we observed two 
rude upright stones, one of them twelve feet high, 
and five feet and a half in breadth at the lower end, 
and the other little inferior in size or height. 

We now passed over a high ridge of land, en- 
joying the most delightful scenery, till we found 
ourselves on the banks of the Ystwith, which cross- 
ing by a stone bridge of one arch, we climbed a 
high slate hill, and descended into the vale of the 
Rbeidol, and crossing a very handsome stone bridge,* 
entered the town of Aberystwitb, which stands at 
the conflux of the Rheidol ; but the port is below at 
the mouth of the Ystwith, which forms but a poOi* 
harbour, there being a bar of shifting sand at its 
mouth, passable for ships of the smallest burthen only 
at high spring tides. The town, as you approach 
it, appears upon a bold eminence, overhanging the 
sea. The streets are steep, an^ badly paved ; but 
the houses are decent, most of them erected or 
rebuilt within a few years, it having become a place 
of fashionable resort for sea-bathing. Lodgings are 
procurable here at a price as high as Weymouth. 
The sand is fine, but too open and exposed to the 
strong western gales; and the want of walks, with 
the dreary flat that surrounds the town at the open- 
nipg of the vale, render it little inviting as a place 
of re3ideQce. A nun^ber of fashionables, however, 
were herp ; and six machines and two pleasure boats 
were in coastant employ. A boarding table, with 

* In 179^, from the extraordinary thavcr, the old bridge ex* 
perienced the fate of mdny in £ngland and Wales^ being blown 
up by the sadden 9weU of the viver. The present^ of six arches, 
vas erected by that unrivalled atcfaitectus pontllis> Edwards oif 
Dolgelly. 
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good accommodations, and at reasonable charges, is 
kept at the Talbot ; and strangers cannot fail to be 
satisfied with the urbanity and attention of Jacob 
Jones. 

Here was a herring fishery, but the fish do not as^ 
formerly frequent the coast. Some little business is 
done ia ship building, and one was now nearly com- 
pleted of three hundred tons, but it was uncertain 
when she would be able to put to sea. 

It was formerly fortified with walls, some of which 
still remain ; but as the stones are constantly taken 
for building, they will soon be no more. Its ancient 
castle is reduced to a few mouldering walls,, with 
one tower standing, which serves as a sea mark. 
The gateway is bold, and.before it is a modern rave- 
lin^ probably the work of the Parliamentary army: 
It was built by Gilbert Strongbdw, 1 107 ; but was 
afterwards razed to the ground. 

The castle of which we now were Contemplating 
the remains, was the work of Edward I. who, when 
be passed into Wales, put those severe conditions 
upon them, called the Articles of Ruthlan, to which 
Llewelyn, for the sake pf the .beautiful captive, 
Eleonora, with whom he was previously enamoured, 
submitted : thus, as the historian terms it, selling 
his country for a woman* To secure the perform- 
ance of these, Edward built this among other castles. 
It was taken by some South. Wallian Lords, 1281 ; 
but after the death of Llewelyn, it quickly again 
fell into the hands of the English. Round the hill 
on which it stands, a variety, of walks have been 
made for the accommodation of the Idle or the 
invalid, who may repair to the town ; near which, 
as if to mock the fate of the royal structure, Uvedale 
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l^ice ii^% erected a singular building for his sumtnar 
residence. I^ is in th« <jroihic style, and castellated 
fbrttH consisting of three octagon towers, with a 
balcony towards ttie sea* When I viewed this witk 
the dilapidated fragments of the time-wom building; 
by hs side, I could not suppress a stnile, and thought 
If the herobB of anii*^uity could return, with what 
Contempt they woald survey this mimickery of tbe 
totique* 

The beach, wMdi is ^ level sand northward o( 
tbe castle, a few hu«idred yards in knigtfa, is suc^ 
needed by a* bold si^ore of high schistose and sbalife 
rocks, several hundred feet high, worn into cavemi 
aitid grotesque recedes, and their upper apertures 
flfibrding a secure t-etreat for hawks, kites, sea-gulte, 
cuiiews, ravens, and ^tber birds. Beneath these tl 
a reef of qant^er^^iSe rocks, extremely dangerous in 
blowing weather to ships making the port ; these at 
low Water jfbrm pools abounding with eels, crabsr, 
and other shell fish> and furnish the naturalist with 
a variety of corallines and foci. 

In this vicinity are numerous slate quarries i they, 
and on tbe rising ground on the opposite side the 
marsh. Tbe «late lies in alternate strata of ishal^. 
The slate puts on the appearance of flag stone in the 
quarry, but when quarried out easily divides into 
thin laminae. The shale appears like the slate, but 
when quarried falls into pieces of two or three inches 
long, containing much argillaceous earth betwesln 
the laminae. The inclijiation of the strata in these 
quarries is in all directions from vertical to horiison- 
tal, approaching the former as they abound with 
slate, and the latter as they contain a greater quan^ 
tity of shale ; and this I have found from observation 
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to be generally the case in shale and schistose rocks* 
The plants we principally found in the neighbour- 
hood were, for the most part, such as grow on or 
jiear the. sea shore \^ we added, however, several 
habitats to our list. 

The country around Aberystwith abounds with 
lead mines : the rtiost considerable were those of 
Talybont and Bvolch yr Esiir. The ore is generally 
fbund in a matrix of calcareous spar, or carbonate of 
lime. Some little has been found in the veins of 
quartsand fluor spar, that frequently intersect the 
strata of the schistose mountains* The Romans 
began to mine here, as is apparent from some of their 
coins, which they performed by downright shafts, or 
rather trenches. After this it is probable they were 
neglected till, aboyit the latter end of £Iizabeth^s 
reign. Customer Smith discovered silver in Cwm 
Samloch, and sent it up to the tower to be coined. 
Whether there were silver mines at an early period 
in this country, remains a doubt : Strabo, however,. 
(Lib. iv. 6. 305) enumerates this metal among the^ 
productions of Britain ; if not, the inhabitants must 
have understood the art of extracting it from lead, 
for we find a silver British coinage so early as the 
time of Augustus, (Vid. Pettus Fod. Reg.) Silver is 
so generally found in lead, that it is reckoned a 
curiosity to find lead ore totally devoid of silver ; 



* Among others were scilla verna, triglochlin maritima, 
statice armeria> plaatago maritima^ plantago corooopus, cuca- 
balus otites, chelidonium glauciura, cochlearia officinalis, anthyl- 
lis vulneraria, convolvulus soldanella, elynous arenarius, nymphaea 
alba, euphorbia peplis^ and the rare and elegant pulnaonaria 
mar it! ma. 
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and it was this which lead the alchemists into the error 
that lead, by a certain process, was transmutable 
into silver. Some ores contain three or four hundred 
ounces of it in a ton weight ; the ores of Cardigan- 
shire, particularly those near Dale, have at times 
afforded large quantities, hence they have obtained 
the name of the Welsh Potosi, These mines were 
so rich as to contain one hundred ounces per ton ; 
and Sir Hugh Middleton js said to have cleared two 
thousand pounds per month, \^ hie h enabled him to 
undertake and accomplish that stupendous work for 
supplying the city of London with water, the JSew 
River^ or canal, from Ware in Hertfordshire, an 
extent of near forty miles; on some of his portraits 
there is an allusion to these two great undertakings: 
Pontes & Fodinit. After the death of Sir Hugh, 
Sir Francis Godolphin and Thomas Bushell under- 
took the management of them, King Charles \L 
granting them the privilege of coining : the inden- 
ture was granted to Thomas Bushell (Sir Francis ap- 
pearing to. have been a sleeping parttier) for the 
coiningof half crowns, shillings, and sixpences, and 
the money was stamped with the plume of ostrich 
fcalhers on each side. A mint for this purpose was 
established at Aberyslwiih. Soon after this the 
rebellion broke out, and the work was discontinued ; 
Bushell, however, u'as.not unmindful of his duty, 
or of the immunity he received, but used every 
exertion in behalf of his unfortunate Sovereign, 
converting the profits of the mines, as far as they 
would go, to support the royal cause. Part of 
the King's army was paid with fVelsh silver, minted 
at Shrewshury, (Vid. Pettus EJssay on Metals.) For 
tbe&e services, at the Restoration, Bushell had a 
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grant of the Island of Lundy, by the title of g«* 
vernor^ 

Themines of Bwlch yr Eskir^ the property of the 
Pryces of Gogcrthan^ were discovered 169O. Mr. 
Waller, steward to Carbcry Pryce, published a map, 
accompanied with a particular account of thetn. At 
that tinte the law adjudged every mine to the crown, 
the ore of which contained sufficient gold or silver la 
allow of the loss of the baser nnetal in the expense ot 
refining. This was consequently claimed as a royat^ 
mnej by the patentees producing proof in West-*- 
minster Hall, that the lead of this mine contained 
sixty pounds of silver ia every ton : whilst the pro« 
|)rietors produced contrary proof, that it yielded to 
the value only of four pounds. This and similar 
disputes were prevented soon after by the act passed 
the Gtih of William and Mary, which enacts that 
every proprietor of a mine^ containing copper, tin, 
iron, or lead, should remain in possesion of the 
same, although it might be claimed as a royal mine^ 
with the proviso that their. Majesties* heirs, &c» 
should have the privilege of purchasing all the ore 
raised out of such mine, at the prices stated in the 
said act : i. e. copper ore, washed and made mer* 
chantable> at the rate of 16/. per ton ; iron ore, 2/.; 
tin^ 2/. ; and for lead, 9/. per ton^ The latter price 
wai at the time higher than the ordinary price of 
lead ore, it not averaging more than 7A per ton« It 
is a question proper for the consideration of the 
British senate, whether the clauses of fre-smfHwk 
sluDuId not be altogether repealed, as many lead' 
mines, rich in silver, are neglected, from the diffi* 
culty and expense of working. 

Iq the entrance of the vale of Rheidol^ VKbidijr 
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issuing from a spring at the foot of Plinlinhmoiiy 
and rur^ning in a westerly direction^ flows into the 
9ea at Aberystwitb, is the village of Uanbadern 
VawTy supposed to be the Mauritanea, where the 
eminent Saint Paternus> a native of Bretagne, in the 
sixth century founded a monastery^ or rather a con- 
ventual churchy and a Bishop's see, where, as tha 
writer of his life expresses it, " he, by feeding, go- 
verned, and, by governing, fed, the churches <^. 
Cretiea, i. e. Cardigan/' After his death the see 
soon merged into that of St. David's ; and it thus 
early fell, according to Roger Hoveden, because the 
people were so wicked as to slay their pastor : this 
was Bishop Idnert ; and this event is supposed to be 
alluded to on a stone found in the church of Llan* 
dewi Brefi, the inscription of which is copied in 
Camden^ The church with its revenues was given^ 
A. D. i ] 1 1, to St. Peter's in Gloucester, at^d after- 
wards to the abbey of Vale Royal in Cheshire, (Vid, 
Tanner*) The vale here becomes inclosed with lofty 
inoantains, adorned with verdure to their summits, 
interspersed with bare cliffs and hideous crags, on 
which sports the native animal of the country, in- 
forming you that human habitations are not near. 
At the ioot of these, in an^ and tumultuous roar^ 
the river labours to flow over thb huge fragmenta 
of rock which sullenly impede its impetuous pro-* . 
gress. Here, amidst an enviable assemblage of 
▼erdant foliage, grotesqiie shapes, and variegated 
tints, that afford endless variety to the eye, and 
constant food for the imaginatbn, ts a most striking^ 
scene called Panty Preny ,or Milinciom Rhiidol. On 
one side of the river, dark sullen rocks rise in stern 
majesty near four hundred feet high^ opposed on the . 
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other by inferior cliffs. Through a chasm between' 
two of these, issues a tYiountain stream, that, in. 
delivering its waters to the bea of the river, which is 
far beneath, forms a delightful cascade. On this 
sequestered spot is erected a grist mill, the access 
to which is by a bridge formed of the trunk of a 
tree, with small poles placed as rails on e^ch side, 
scarcely strong enough to prevent the lightest weight 
from precipitating headlong into the chasm which 
frightfully yawns beneath. You now approach that 
part of the valley where the Monach flows into the 
Rheidol, near the conflux of which is the stupend- 
ous' and justly admired structure, called Pont ar 
Mynach, or the DeviTs Bridge, which a comfortable 
inn fitted up by Mr. Johnes at the foot gives the 
traveller an opportunity of surveying at his leisure. 
Embosomed with impending rocks and impenetrable 
thickets, it is probable many a person, stranger to 
the country, has passed over the bridge without ad- 
verting to this object of public curiosity. The sur- 
rounding scenery is peculiarly bold, and gives fancy 
suflficient room to form her airy phantoms. Where 
the Monach flows through a chasrii about thirty feet 
wide, a bridge was thrown over by the monks of 
Strata Plorida, about the year 1075 ; and Gyraldus 
informs us that Baldwyn, Archbishop of Canterbury^ 
when preaching up the prusades, passed over it, 
1288. From the difficulty which presents itself to 
the beholder, in throwing a bridge across such a 
chasm,* the founder is supposed to have been indued 
with magic power, and thence it obtains its infernal 
name. About a century ^o the original structure 
was thought insecure, and an arch of a greater chord 
was thrown over it, the old one serving to support 
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the scaffolding fiir the new. Both are seen to ad- 
vantage by descending a staircase path, down 'a 
slippery shale rock, to the margin of the river. The 
height of the bridge is only to be ascertained by 
art ; the eye, surprised by the awful grandeur of 
the scene, entirely loses its faculty of judging; for 
whether you take the view from the east or west side 
of the arch, the mind is filled with mingled sen- 
sations of fear and delight. Below the bridge the 
river rushes with irresistible violence, and foaming 
over fragments of fallen rocks, bursts upon the sight 
with inconceivable wildness, and precipitates its 
waters in a succession of falls amidst rugged rocks, 
which, interrupting its impetuous progress, give it 
redoubled rage, till, as though wearied with con- 
tention, it mingles its waters peaceably with the 
Rheidol. The appearance of one fall is peculiarly 
singular : a huge fragment of rock projecting over 
the river, precipitates the water to a great distance, 
and in inexpressible directions. "This cataract," 
says the ingenious Mr. Cumberland, in his description 
of Hafod, " has no equal for height or beauty that I 
know of; for although it is a streamlet compared to 
the famous fall of the Narri in Italy, yet it outrivals it 
in height, and surpasses it in beauty. After passing 
deep below the bridge, as through a narrow firth, 
with noises loud and ruinous, into a confined chasm, 
the fleet waters pour headlong and impetuous ; and 
leaping from * rock to rock with fury, literally lash 
the mountain's side ; sometimes almost embowered 
among deep groves, and flushing at last into a fan* 
like form, the fall rattling amongst loose stones of 
'the Devil's Hole, where to all appearance it shoots 
into a gulph beneath, and silently steals away. For 
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w^mach b carrted of ii\ &|upa; ^iag the mc«$SMk 
lepeccussipns it e^p^riencfs ^n this kpng toptuQU9 
shoot, .that, in att pfsobobiUty^^ net b#lf the water aN 
rives at the hottoiD of k$ profeund ^nd wUen grave.'*" 
The height of tthe successive cataracts has. been thus 
given : from the bridge to th« ^'ater, } ],4 feet ; first 
&W, )8 feet ; second^ 6<>feet.$ third, 20 feet ; gran4 
cataraict, 110; total froiii the bridge to the river,* 
%%i. The rocks, on each sid^ the latter iall^. riset 
perpendicularly to the height of nine hundred feet,^ 
and are for the xmBX part richly clothed with vegen 
tation. 

In this vieinity a vast tracts of cauntry h&s. been 
decorated with e^ctensive pl^antationd, by the tralj^ 
patriotic Mr. Johhes ; nor can the surpri;ie, perbapSt 
be equalled, which is felt on cpntra^ting this highly 
omAO^ented territory with the We s^nd barred ridg^ 
which separates the two rivers, Rheidol and Ysiwith*. 
X^ature ha^done much* but art has done aipre : thQ 
declivoiis banks of the Ystwiib are covert wit,h tb^ 
fteeat woods s aod a hamisQme Gothic mansiaQj, 
er<rcted on an el^vatecl spe^ comBfianding the vale» 
vcith the river iiieanderieg belowj^ gr^ce«ia oapaciQue 
lawn, which in its turn gives an adtditioeal e^e<jt tp 
the building. ^ variety of f$x.tensive welks lu^e lakk 
out.wiih' great taste over the surrounding hejgbt^ 
emi through the aunrjerpioa Awnp^j VKith vistas tb^( 
eoron^and the most delightful yiew^. We were so^ 
eireaoastanced as. 00(2 to hpve the^ time we wished at; 
this ii)(teresting spot for botanical researches, and wei 
promised oursetvesa future treat when the worthy* 
proprietor shouJd be at home* Indeed^^ as Qumber^ 
land observes, ^' M<^od is a place in itse>f so pre«^> 
^gincntly beautiful^ ihal it highly merits a^ paiti^i^f; 
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^QfM^fitioni^^' To bisatoouQt of Hafod, therefore, 
liccompaniad by a topograpbical plate, we moat refer 
yoq*. I^eaving ao delicious a $pot with regret, wo 
pase^d a large upri^t umsciilptujfed stone, called 
Mai^n Arlbuf,, ccHnmeoiorative of some British chiefs 
ifiAn who fcili in battle wear ; and passing the bleak 
9Ih1 dreary cwm, Ispitty Ystwith, reached Isira4 
M^kig, where formerly stood a castle which figured 
on the po^ ^ history during the struggles of the 
Wcilsb to preserve tbeir independence, and the iin« 
natural quarrels amongst each other, which cootU 
iiuaUy sapped their strength, and rendered them 
KuloeraUc to their enemies. At this place is a cele^^ 
bvated grammar school, well endowed, and, under 
tb^ kudable auspice of th& prcsent worthy master, 
in ^. fkniri^hthg condition i hence is dispensed most 
of the learuing acquired m thia part of the prinei- 
pftlity, and it is one of the four schoola in Soiitk 
Wales tbait qualify the students for holy ordersj 
Nothing ctn e^^oeed tbe astonishing variety observ* 
aUe in this pmt oS the country ; you descend into 
Wfi^, vale only to climb another hiti, ar^ gain one 
ascent only to prepare you for another of more diffi*. 
cult acceas. Nature; seetsna to have thrown about: 
bills in sport ;. for cnouQlatn ranges behind moun« 
teiu in almost every direction; you literally, liko 
^neas, pass per monies prseruptos, per paludes, 
et in via saxa. Here is the remarkable spo^ of Crag^ 
muJ&t^ mentbned by liQland, whence the eye can 
yecogtfize nine lakes, i. e. lilyn Heligp, Llyn Teifi^ 
Llyn Htr, Llyn Gorlan, Llyn Gronv, Llyn Vejjddea 
JFychan, Llyn JP^i3'<id^iP^wr,LlynynigenVelin,,an4 
Xilyn DA ; most of these abound with trout and eeH 
»uA are 4mn half a mite to two milisa ;n lengthy ^M 
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from a quarter of a mile to one mile in breadth r 
among these the largest is LJyn Teifi, out of which' 
rises the river of that name. Llyn Ynigen Velin^ 
!• e. the ycHow lake of the quaking moor, is cha- 
racteristic of this part of the country, which abounds 
with bogs and swampy moors,* of little value for 
jpasture, but of unspeakable utility to the irihabitants 
of a district so destitute of fuel. Here are numer- 
ous turbaries, by which many of the poor inhabit- 
ants procure a livelihood in digging peat for sale. 
The surrounding hills afford, up their -sides, fine 
pasturage for cattle ; and during the summer months 
»uii>erous havodtys-^ are ranged amidst the moun- 
tains; but the countr)^. from inattention or poverty; 
is not half stocked, and the grass, to the great in- 
jury of the soil and loss Qi the country, frequently 
rots upon the ground. They have scarcely any idea' 
of demarcation, ranging with their cattle for graz- 
iftg where situation may induce, or inclination lead. 
The mountains from Crcgnaullin form a magni- 
ficexU amphitheatre/ with but one apparent entrance, 
which is Nant Teifi. In this we had to experieAce 
a most tremendous, and truly awful and sublime 
phenomenon, a thunder-storm amidst the mountains* 
To those unacquainted with- alpitie countries, ima- 
gination will be. able to form but very faint ideas of. 

* Man J of tbese have been formed out of the- waters by the 
carex csspitosa and scirpus cacspitosus spontaneously spreaditig: 
their bushy roots and leaves> first forming footing for men and 
cdttle ; at lengthy by furnishing shelter for other plaqts, thej 
turn the lake into a moor. Here are also swertia perennis^ 
pamassia palustris, narthecium osisifragum. poa aquatica, and 
atra.caespitosa, with a viviparous panicle. ' * ' •• 

•\ For an account of these^ see Tour in North Wale*. 
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the horror excited by thunder and lightning in 
these wild and mountainous places. It was near the 
autumnal equinox, when tempestuous weather ia 
most frequent ; the thunder rolls wjth a loud and 
awful rumbling over your head, and passing along 
the sides bf the hills, is reverberated through the 
vales with redoubled noise in almost endless re- 
percussion ; while the blue forked lightning, flash- 
ing in every direction through the passes of the 
mountains, induces you to imagine that' you arc. 
surrounded with fire ; the contending clouds pour 
torrents of rain, which, running like rivers down 
the cwms, form floods under your feet, as you pass 
the vales beneath. Measuring the distance of some 
clouds, we found ourselves at times nearer than was 
perfectly consistent with security ; and though we 
reflected that the instances of injury from lightning 
are rare, yet we were unable to dismiss all appre- 
hension on the occasion. To those who, Jike our 
guide, consider every clap of thunder as the effect 
of God's wrath, and every flash of lightning as 
the minister of Divine vengeance, the terror must 
be great indeed : It was strongly visible on the poor 
fellow's countenance ; in vain did we endeavour to 
make him acquainted with the nature of its forma- 
tion in the atmosphere, and assure him that it was 
beneficial, as clearing the air from noxious vapours, 
and fertilizing the ground ; and that no injury 
could arise but by too great proximity to the clouds, 
which we had now escapcd-^evfery new clap or 
flash would overturn all our reasoning, he would 
, thstantly turn pale as death, stop bis ears with his 
fingers, and mutter ejaculations for his own safety; 
iior jvas it till some time after the storym had ceased, 
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that tranquillity was restored to his perturbed breast. 
We bene recollected the amiable authoress i 

** Let pallid guilt with pallid fear 

To sheltering caverns fly. 
And justly dread the vengeful fate 

That thunders through the sky. 
Protected by that hand, whose law 

The threatening storms obey. 
Intrepid virtue smiles secure 

As in the blaze of day. 
In the thick cloud's tremendous gloom, 

The lightning's luid glare, i^i ' ^< 
It views the same all-gracious Power, 

That breathes the vernal air ; 
, TbroMgh Nature's ever-varying scene. 

By different ways pursued. 
The one eternal end of Heaven 

Is universal good." 

Miss Carter^ 

After such an uncomfortable rencontre, conceivQ 
the gratiBcatiqn to us, as. well as to this vassal of 
superstition, afforded by a rur, whose barking an* 
ixmnced that we were not far from a hunian habi^ 
tation. It was one of those poor huts that are thinly 
sprinkled by the sides of the bills, inhabited by 
peaters and shepherds. As we approached^^ first one 
and (ben two more fine children,^ almost in a state of 
nudity, ran out to see what little Twrch could be so 
alarmed at. A stout fresh* coloured woman^ with 
dark sparkling eyes and black hair, made her appear- 
aJ3ce> habited in a striped gown and fknnel petticoat, 
who seeing our condition, welcon^ed us by the most 
ioYi ting sounds in her language to her Jittle coL II 
\vas partly formed by an excavation in the slate rock, 
Had partly by walls of D)ud mixed with chopped 
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rushes^ covered with segs^ and having a wattled or 
basket-work chimney* The entrance was at tht 
^able end, facing the south east, which was defended 
during the night, or in very cold wither, by a wat«- 
lled hurdle^ clothed with rushes. A waQ of twA 
for fuel served as a partition for the bed^room, fur- 
nished with a bed of heath and dried rushes in one 
corner. The furniture was such as necessity dic^ 
tated : some loose stones formed the grate ; two large 
ones, with a plank across, supplied the place of 
chairs ; a kettle, with a back stone for baking oate^ 
cakes, answered every culinary purpose; and two 
coarse earthen^ pitchers stood by for the preserving 
or carrying water and dodgriafel, the usual beverage 
of the family. On our making some inquiries re« 
specting^the neighbourhood, she expressed a uish 
that her husband had been at home, as he would 
have been able to have given us the desired infor* 
ination^ You have a husband thertj said X ? with a 
smile of approbation upon her face, she replied, Yes, 
blessed be God ! he and bis father before him were 
i^om here ; and she was as happy as any of th^ 
p^eaf folky for that he loved her and his children, 
and worked very hard, and they wanted for nothing 
be could get for them : he was sl feaier, ^'^gg^^g 
peat in the adjoining moors, and curing it for sale. 
Asking what wages he might get, she said that de- 
pended upon the Ivcather, sometimes six shillings in 
the week, and sometimes three or four ; that they 
had a little cow on the lease, and a few sheep upon 
the hills. Whpt assistance dojvu give ? said I : she 
observed, shaking her head at thp time, that she 
^uld do but very little ; her work was knitting, at 
whicb^ with the assistance of her twa eldest gir Is,^ 
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one five and the other seven, if not interrupted, 
they could earn five pence a day; but that the 
younger children engrossed much -of her time, and 
she soon expected another^ Now, my friend, col- 
lect what they had to maintain 2l family of seven^ 
a man, his wife, and five children ! ! The mother 
looked in health, and the children, though thinly 
clad, ruddy and smiling. 
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Has o'er their little limbs its livery hung 

In many a tattered fold ; yet still those limbs 

Are shapely ; their rude locks start from their brow, 

Yet on that open brow, its dearest throne. 

Sits sweets simplicity." 

Mason's Garden, 

Indeed, there did not appear any thing like the 
misery and filth observable in the dwellings of many 
of the English poor, whose weekly income is four or 
six times as great. Though the floor was formed of 
the native rock, it was regularly swept with a besom 
made of sags, bound with a band of the same; and 
the fuel was as regularly piled as bread on a baker's 
shelves. All appeared in order, and the air of con- 
tent apparent in the looks of this humble peasant 
and her family put us all justly to the blush ; and a 
series of superior blessings, too often abused or too 
often forgotten, rushed instantly upou our recollec- 
tion, at witnessing so much reason and gratitude in 
the habitation of penury. If we had reason to be 
thankful that we were notc6nstraine4 thus to earn our 
bread, ^nd live secluded amidst these mountains ; we 
had still more so for the education which had givfen 
us greater degrees of knowledge, and, if not. lost to 
ourselves, of greater happiness. We were apxious 



jihhey. of Strata Florida, 351 

to know ill what school she had learned so importani 
a lesson : Sir, says she, we regularly go to yonder 
churchy pointing to the hills; and if it be bad 
weather, we stop at Mr. Jones's meeting by the 
way, where we hear much the same things : that all 
we have is the gift of God, and that if we possess 
health, and strength, we possess more than we de- 
serve; if sensible of our utter unworthiness wc sin- 
cerely believe in the Redeemer, and, following his 
example, perform the duties enjoined us in his 
gospel, relying for assistance on. his Holy Spirit; con- 
ducting ourselves with propriety in that state of life 
in which it has pleased God to call us, we shall, after 
death, change, this poor uncertain life for a better,' 
where we shall be for ever happy ; and the frequent 
interment of our friends and neighbours informs us 
daily this event can be at no great distance. As- 
tonished at so much good sense and piety, where I 
so little expected to find it, I exclaimed, yusS stef 
into this humble . cot, ye rich and gay ^ and learn thai 
happiness ye. so earnestly seek in vain; a happiness 
neither wealth nor pleasure can bestow. Do you 
think the roof too low ? read Shakspeare. 

" A.goodly day, not to keep house with such 
Whose root^s as low as ours. Stoop boys, this gate 
Instructs you how t'adore the heavens, and bows you 
To morning's holy office. The gates of monarchs 
Are arched so high, that giants may get thro', 
And keep their impious turbans on, without 
Good morrow to the sun. Hail thou fair Heaven! 
We house i'the rock, yet use thee not so hardly 
As prouder livers do." 

Cymhdine, 

In .one of these bottqms are the ruins of Ystrad 
Fleury or the abbey of Strata Florida^ in the parish 
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of Tregatao^ a small town tiboot ibret iliifM A\P^ 
lance. Thb was a OutiiaK^ abbey, founded b^ Rb)* 
apTewdwr, in the thwe of William tbe C6nquerOf^ 
according to Camden ; but according to Letaiid, t 
Cistertian house^ founded by Gryffydd ap Rby^ ami 
Meredith^ his brother* It wa6 the ^rand mausoleum 
of the South WalUan IVincei, and was immen^Iy 
ricbi valued at the Dissolution at J^]l!t6. 8x. lO/« it 
had a cell at Llamhevo. ten miles frdm hence, noir 
called Talsarn^ or the bead df the Roman ro«Kl^ 
vaJued at d^f. It is highly probable that tbe oift«> 
gihal foundation was Oiuniac; but the Cisleftki^ 
order becoming fashionable^ this changed with the 
' fashion of tbe times. 

The church in Ldand*s ti^e was targe, haviitg 
cross and^de stales, with a cloister^ fratry> and ki'- 
firmatory, which, he observes, were then in ruitiS ; 
but it appeared, from the foundation, that the body 
of the church was originally sixty feet longer. Hd 
describes the cemetry employed by the neighbour^ 
hood, as very large and meanly walled with stonei 
and as being adorned with thirty-nine largo y6W 
trees ; the base court of the abbey was also &ir mA 
large.'* (Vid. LcK v. 5.) .Of this magnificent 
structure, a Gothic gateway and a few moulcfcring 
• walls are all that now remain. The old church-yard 
abovementioned is a very large plot of ground, still 
surrounded by a stone wall : the present consists of 
about two acres of it, in which stands a noat chapel 
near the visible scite of the abbey* A large mansion, 
called tbe Abbey Houses is occupied by a fanner ; 
and scarcely a vestige of tbe splendid raonumeat», 
that must at diflferent periods have been erected over 
tbe ashes of royalty, are now to be discovered. 
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I must not pass over this place without observing 
that it IS principally owing to the learning and 
prudential care of the monies of this house^ that the 
public are in possession of an accurate history of 
the principality, from the year 1157 till the final 
defeat and death of the last Llewelyn. The earliest 
And most authentic account we have of the Kings of 
Britain, at least in the form df regular history, is a 
MS. in the British^ or Amorican language, called 
Brut y Brenhined, brought here from Brctagne in: 
France, by GuaUer, Archdeacon of Oxford, in ot 
about the year 1100. GcofFry of Monmouth*s his- 
tory is a free translation of this, though some mo- 
derns have doubted the authenticity, and even the 
existence of the original ; accusing GeofFry of at- 
tempting to impose his own fables on the world as 
a genuine poriioh of British history. But, howevei* 
fiibulous his book may appear to those unacquainted 
with the nature of the times on which it treats, there 
Certainly is an ancient copy still extant, called Btuty 
Brenhined y preserved in the library of Mr. Da vies, 
of Lanerk, co. Denbigh, (Vid. Wart4 Diss. Poet. v. 
J.) This MS. includes the history of Wales to thd 
year 700 : from this period Caradoc of Llancarvan 
took jt up, and faithfully continued it from the most 
authentic documents to the year 1157. Several 
copies of Caradoc were deposited in different ar- 
chives, and amongst others in those of Ystrad Fleur^ 
The monks of this house carefully recorded every 
memorable event subsequent to that period, till the 
fatal defeat of the last Prince of the British blood 
that was able to assert the independence of his coun- 
try, A. D. 1282. This was published in English by 
Dr, Powel, and farther augmented by Mr. Wynne; 
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and is the book from which I have derived very con-- 
giderable information respecting the affairs of WaleS) 
and much illustration of the darker parts of English 
history. . ' , * 

Following the course of the river, we came to a 
poor but populous -tillage, called Rhydfendlgaid^ or 
the Blessed Fordj the Teiyi being here fordable, but a 
bridge of stone has for ages been thrown across it. 
The inhabitants of this part of the country are a stout 
athletic race, principally employed in the surround- 
ing lead mines, and for the most part methodisis : 
indeed there are few dissenters in this part of the 
country, properly so called, most of the methodists 
alternately attending the church, and considering 
themselves members of the establishment. Here is 
a meeting-house for their circuit preachers ; ancj 
indeed, within a few years, such has been the in- 
crease, that almost every hill exhibits a building 
like a barn, erected for the purposes of worship. 

The mode of courtship, and the ceremony of the 
little wedding we noticed in North Wales, obtains 
here ; but some more attention has been paid to reli- 
gion: they have been taught the criminality of having 
a community of wives, as well as been convinced of 
its unreasonableness and impolicy ; so that this out- 
rage upon order and decency begins rapidly to sub-; 
side. 

In the lofty hill, called Banau Bron y Mowyn^ 
much lead and silver ore are said tobe lodged ; and 
the remains of mining are still yisible, several deep- 
shafts, with levels opening to the east at Cwmy Graig 
gochy are still remaining. What occasioned them 
to be abandoned is not said : perhaps the shafts be* 
came inconveniently deep, or the w^ter flpwcd ^oa 
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powerfully for the means they possessed of draining 
the mines. The sidles of the hills now appeared 
clothed with woods, which abounded with the bil- 
berryj dewberry, and raspberry. In a large mea- 
dow, in one of these bottoms, is the celebrated 
Ffynnon Elwad, whose waters are esteemed infallible 
in all complaints of the female breast. The land 
hence from the Teivi to Llyn y Maes, or the Lake 
of the Fields where tradition says formerly stood a 
town, is one continued marshy bog, abounding in 
turbaries, till you reach the small . town, of Tre^ 
garon,* having a church on a rocky elevation, with a 
square walled place on the north side for the depositing 
bones that might be occasionally dug up; butcharnel 
houses have long been in disuse, and the custom sa' 
laudable has ceased here. About three miles to the 
south is the celebrated Llan Dewi Brevi ; it is a poor 
village of mud-built cottages, situate about half a 
mile from the banks of the river. This church of 
St. David^s is said to derive the appellation of Brevi 
from the brook of.this name, which here flows into 
the Teivi ; but the name of the stream happens to 
be Brenn'in ; I should therefore derive it from Prif; 
with i at the end fpr the sake of euphony, i.e. the 
fiv^ or principal church of St. David, it being built 
and endowed in honour of that saint,, for a precentor 
and twelve ppel^gndaries, by Thomas Beck, Bishop 
of St.' David's, 1187, and valued at the Dissolution, 
at ,^38. 1 \s. Here must have been a church long 
before this period, as we find this was the place ap- 

» - 

* A little below the town is a spring, where on Easter Sun- 
day in the morning the nymphs and swains repair to treat each 
Qther with a small loaf, called Bura Can, and drink of the pure 
water from the stream. 
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pointed for the synod to be held for the suppression 
cf the Pelagian heresy ; and a sanctuary existed here, 
as well as at Llanbadern, liofi, which restrained the 
rage of the English when they laid waste the coun- 
try to retaliate the ravages of Owen ap Cadwgan, 
(Vid. Powel.) It is stated, that by ihe authority of 
the Scriptures, and the aid of a miracle, the ground 
lifting up under David*8 feet, formed a hillock, 
whende he preached to a numerous audience, and 

- ably and effectually confuted the Pelagian heresy^ 
which rapidly began to spread through the churches 
of Britain. With the opinions of this arch-heresiarch 
you are well acquainted; they^ were (without an 
appeal to the oracles of God) highly plausible, and 
adapted for the depraved nature of man ; they flatter 
his pride, conceal his native deforinity ; they de- 
mand no humility, they inculcate no self-denial, and 
therefore were likely to be cordially embraced by 
a creature so prone to self-deceit and seltappro- 
bation. Tfie synod consisted of the most holy and 
able men from the churches of Gaul and Britain, and 
was held A. D. 519 ; butacfcording to Usher about 
the year 475. The doctrines were proved unscriptural, 
impious, ai^ heretical ; and the British churches were • 

, confirmed in the sincere and genuine faith of the Gos- 
pel. At the close of this memorable council it was 
that Dubricius resigned the pall ta St. David, the 
champion of truth, who, with the consent of his 
uncle Arthur, removed the archiepiscopal chair to 
the present see of St. David's. This small pla^e yoa 
observe has, in an ecclesiastical view, a venerable 
claim; but it still assumes a right to higher anti- 
quity : various Roman coins, carved stones, and, 
some bcari^ig Latin inscriptions, . have been dug .up 
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at a place called Caer Castyll, and it is cotQectured 
that this was the ancient Lovantium, which is placed 
by Ptolemy among the Dimetae ; and the remains 
of a Roman road^ ending at Talsarn, proves (he 
same. 

The mountains in this part of the poiinfry^ which 
perhaps in the wildness and variety of its feature 
stands unequalled, abound in grass on their sides 
and in the bottom, which, as we observed before, 
for want of cattle to depasture, it literally rots upon 
the ground. The frequent springs produce astonish- 
ing luxuriance among the different grasses : Nature 
here fairly points out, with her own finger^ the ad- 
vantages of water meads ; shews that water is the 
best pabulum of plants, and at the same time ex- 
hibits the best mode of its application ; the greatest 
luxuriance and verdure always appearing where there 
is the 7^^^/ stagnation. Fcscua fluhans, poa trivia- 
lis^ poa fwaelongB, triticum repens, agrostis palus- 
tris, agrostis minima, aira aquatica, and alopecurus 
pratensis, flourish to a prodigious degree, so that the 
eurprizing knot grass oi Maddington, Wilts, would 
cease to be a wonder here; it being probable that 
several grasses have been mistaken for one particular 
species, and that the Maddington grass o4v6s its 
sdrpfi^ing increase to the sathe cause. In this coun-^ 
try there is no particular manufacture, each family 
Tftaking their own apparel, except that of knitting, 
in which they are so expert, that it has been ob- 
served they can knit a stocking while a goose is 
roasting, or a pot boiling : however they wrfl knit 
nK>re than a pair in a day. The custom we observed 
in North Wales of meeting in each other's houses, 
from a viQW of sociality and economy, is observed 
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here. They frcqiiently knit what they call guird 
for no other wager but hotiour ; they let loose from 
bottonns or balls equal lengths of yarn tied together, 
and the first that knits up to the knot beco^ies the 
conquerory and receives the praise. This emulation 
tends to give them a great facility and quickness in 
the use of needles. Large quantities are got up, 
and sent to the English markets. 

Xhe country still assumes an air of wildness, high 
hills running in a north-easterly direction, as you 
pass the forest of Roscole,* through which the roads 
are difficult to trace, and arduous to travel. A per- 
petual succession of these, with verdure rising high 
up their sides, and woods, though thinly scattered, 
tended to diversify the prospect ; and here and there 
a cottage, with the havodtys or summer dairies, re- 
lieved the dreariness of this secluded district, by the 
idea it afforded 6f some population. 

I am Yours, &c. J. E. 
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LETTER XIF. 
Dear Sib, 

Descending Intothe vale of the Irvon, near 
the banks (^f the river are the mineral springs, called 
Llanwried Wells. Like their rivals at Llaridrindod, 

* At the entrance of the forest grow swertia perennis, 
alium boreale j and Pomona seems to have t5ken up her resi- 
dence ; for besides the wild apple and several species of prunus, 
were in close assemblage ribes rubra, ribes nigra, ribes gros- 
sularia, rubus idaeus^ rubus chamaemorns,' and beneath your 
feet, in great profusiop, the bumble, but npt less delicate fra- 
,g4ria vesca. * 



Uanymdovery. S5Q 

they contain a large quantity of hepar sulphiiris, 
with a small quantity of neutral salts in solution, and 
are considered efficacious in all cases where the 
' similar waters of Harrowgate are recommendedl 
This is a celebrated spa for the South Wdlian-gentry; 
and though the access is difficult, and the accom- 
modations bad, it is surprising haw well t-hcy are 
frequented during the summer , months, and the 
gaiety displayed in this obscure part Of the kingdom. 
• About a mile to the south-east, in a low ground 
between the Cledaeth and the Irvon, are two rude 
upright stones, about a furlong asunder, nine feet 
at)ove the ground, and about four feet broad ; these 
were doubtless creqted in memory of some princes 
or chieftains that here fell in battle. According to 
Powel, it was near this spot, on the banks of the 
Irvon, that Llewelyn was killed by Adam de Franc- 
ton, and the Welsh troops, after a desperate con- 
test, completely defeated. The English being un- 
able to force Pont Orewyn on the Wye, were by 
a Welsh traitor conducted to a ford below, where 
they made good their passage, and took the Welsh 
in flank and rear ; by which manoeuvre the day 
^as won, and Welsh prowess and Welsh indepen- 
dence gave its expiring groan on the banks of the 
Irvon. 

The small inn of Tavern y Prydd affi^rds refresh- 
ments before the traveller ascends the mountain, 
over which the road leads to the south. By an easy 
descent it conducts you to the mansion of Glan 
Bran, situate in a well-wooded park, and thence to 
JLlanymdovery, a poor irregular town, consisting of 
one wide strpet of thatched hduses, with waters con* 
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stantly running through ii : indeed 80 invaded and 
surrounded is it, that it may be styled the town of 
waters. At a small distance below runs the Towey, 
over which has besen erected a handsome stone bridge, 
by the architect of Pontyprydd ; so that the cause 
of complaint in Leland's time is now removed: he 
observes, that many persons were often lost in ford* 
ing the river for lack of a bridge. It must have 
been at an early period in a more flourishing con- 
dition : what have been the causes of its decay it 
would be perhaps difficult to conjccturCt If law 
could support a falling place^ this certainly would 
stand ; the number of attornies for such a place 
being incredible. What ten or a dossen lawyers can 
do in a place where the very property of the inha- 
bitants mnSt present a formidable barrier to KtigatioOi 
I pannot devise. I should thioH that such an influx 
of men, interested in the quarrels of their neigh- 
bours;, might be considered as a nuisance, and legally 
removed for the benefit of society. I recollect thj<t 
in the rolls of Parliament, A. D, 1445, there is a 
petition from the commons of two counties, shew- 
ing that the number of attornies bad lately increased 
from six or eight to twenty-foi^^ wberfeby the peace 
of those counties had been greatly interrupted by 
suits : the commons therefore petition that it may 
be ordained that there shall be no more than stx 
common attornies for Suffolk^ six for Norfolk j and 
two for the city of Norwich ; apy other perse n act- 
ing as an attorney, to forfeit twenty shillings. The 
King granted the petition, provided it appeared rea- 
sonable to the Judges- From no quarter of the 
King's dominions would such kind of petitions be 

• 7 
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•w strongly appropriate, as from most of the coun- 
ties in Wales, but especially in the southern part of 
the principality. 

Upon a small eminence between the rivers Evety 
and Bron^ which fall into the Towey just below, 
^tand two sides of its ruined castle, built by Richard 
dc Powns, upbn whom King Henry !• had bestowed 
Cantref Bychan. It proved impregnable to the 
Welsh forces that came against it, under Gryffydd, 
A. D. 1113, who after along and ineffectual siege 
retired from before it with a very\great loss. It was 
however afterwards, 1157, taken by Prince Rhys. 
It again fell into the hands of the English, and was 
again retaken by Rhys ap GryfFydd, A. D. 1202; 
and shortly after, 1203, taken by the Prince of 
Powis, then in alliance with England; 1214^ it 
was in the bands of Rhys Vycban, but surrendered 
the same year to the allied army of Welsh and Nor- 
mans, under the command of Fouike, Viscount 
Cardiff, , 

But We must not leave this place, poor as it is, 
without remarking that it gave birth to the justly 
celebrated Reex Prichardy and was long the scat 
of his ministry ; and we should be wanting both in 
ingenuousness and gratitude, if we did not pay a 
tribute of respect to so good and gracious a man. 
Hd was bbfn, according to thcAtbenae Oxoniensis, 
at this plaoe^ A. D. 157g; and after going 
through the \mx2X eoiarse of education at the granw 
mar school, he was sent at the age of eighteen to 
Jesus College, Oxford. Priest's orders he received 
at the hands of the Bishop of Colchester, Sunday, 
April 25, 1622, on the title' of Witham, Essex, 
taking bis degree of B. A. ; the June following, and 
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tfie sixth of August the same year, was presented to 
the living of his native place. A. D. jdJ3, he was 
collated to the ^rectory of Llanedy in the same 
diocese, on the presentation of the King, qualified 
by being chaplain to Robert, Earl of Essex, and 
held them by a dispensation from the Archbishop of 
Canterbury. May J 7, l6l4, he was made a pre- 
bendary of the collegiate church of Brecknock, by 
Anthony, Bishop of St. David ; and with the title 
of M. A. which degree he was persuaded vto take by 
Dr. Laud^ his diocesan, he was appointed chancellor 
of St. David, to which the prebend of Lawhadden 
is annexed, 14th September, 1626, on the resigna- 
tion of Richard Baylis. He died at Llanymdovery^ 
Nov. 1644, and is said to have been buried within the 
church. In his lifetime he gave lands to the value 
of twenty pounds per annum, for erecting a free 
school for the use of the town : but the lands given 
were turned into money by some of his immediate 
descendants or relatives, and the principal embez- 
zled, so that his pious design in a few years aftcr- 
\vard was entirely frustrated. Some works o( his 
were published in his life time ; but a complete col- 
lection was published in one thick octavo volume, 
in London 1672, under the tide "Gwarth Mr Rees 
Prichard gynt Ficrer, &c. But what has immor- 
tali^ied his name among the pious Welsh is the 
treatise called Cynwyl Cymruy or the Welshnnm^s 
Gandle r containing a variety of hymns, serious 
songs, and carols, or portions of scripture put into 
familiar Welsh verse, imitating the learned Grotius, 
who wrote his excellent treatise, d& Veritate Reli" 
gioTiisy in verse, which mode he chose because he 
observed things ^so delivered are more easily remem- 
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bercd, and appeal more strongly to the feelings and 
affections of the heart. -As it is remarked by Homer, 
that Clytemnestra did not incline to vice till she had 
lost him who was wont to si4lg to her in praise of . 
virtue. By these means religion may be more easily 
conveyed to the minds of the rgnorant, and cer- 
tainly, so received, must be more easily retained, 
accprding to the divine Herbert : 

•* A v^rse may find him whom a sermon flit^s. 
And turn a pleasure to a sacrifice.** 

These poems contain no high flights of imagi- 
nation, abound with no peculiar traits of original 
genius, nor are they' ornamented with the embel- 
lishments of poetry : they embrace the principal 
heads of moral and religious duty, and abound 
with short aphorisms adapted for the conduct 
of life. Intended tp convey plain truths to the 
minds of the common people, they are in their lan- 
guage simple, and seldom rise above mediocrity. 
As the same truths are often repeated, of course 
tautologies are frequent; and many X)f them being 
posthumous, they are very' imperfect. A fair copy 
was prepared during the author's life time for the 
press, biit was unfortunately lost during the civil 
v^ais, so that the present work, in the language of 
the editor, " was taken from fragments, rough drafts, 
3nd foul papers.** 

However^such was the enthusiasm with which this 
work was received, that it was^ as soon as published, 
purchased with the utmost avidity, and soon in the 
hands and mouths of old and young. Indeed, it is 
scarcely credible with what uncommon pleasure it 
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was read and repeated, instead of the idle ballads, 
satirical lampoons, and such like wretched perversions 
of the sacred art of poetry, of which, before, the 
. Welsh were extravagantly fond ; scarcely any thing 
else was now to be heard in the streets or houses, and 
the very song of the shepherd or plough boy was 
taken from Cynwel Cymru. There is twtry reason for 
' believing that this book very materially contributed 
towards the civilization of the Welsh, for in a few 
years, an almost entire change took place in the 
morals and behaviour of the whole country, inso- 
much, that the truly good and pious Bishop Bull 
became so charmed with the author's character for 
the unspeakable good he found on inquiry he bad 
done, that the Bishop had a desire to be buried near 
him, and probably the reason was that his grave could 
not be found, as there is not the least monument^ tomhy 
or inscription to ascertain the place of his interment » 

Fot years this book was considered a sacred de- 
posit in every house, lying beside the bible and com- 
mon prayer ; like them it was viewed with peculiar 
veneration, and considered of such importance as to 
be made a record for registering the ages di the 
family. 'We were sorry tq find, on passing through 
the principality, that this work was not in such 
high repute as formerly, and that it was daily lo^ng 
its high and justly deserved reputation among the 
common people. 

Whether the present inhabitants are better than 
they were then we know not, but our author's pious 
^eal directed a severe philippic and remonstrance to 
the contemporaries of his native place. 
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•* Ah me ! La^ndavcry thou art wanting found. 
For God thjr sin has in the balance weigh'd ; 
In dross and dregs alas dost thou abound, 
Of thy Creator henceforth be afraid/' 

After twenty-four stanzas more in a similar style, 
it concludes : 

" Beware thou hold thy hand, and sin no more, 
. As swift as lightning is the wrath divine; 
I give thee all the warning in my power. 
If thou refusest it — the fault is thine." 

The work was translated into English by the 
Rev. William Evans, vicar of Lawhaden, whence 
the above stanzas were selected. 

In looking eastward we seemed shut in by- a range 
of mountains called Mynnydd Dii^ or the Black 
Mountain. Over this barrier the road formerly used 
to pass^ and the traveller after attaining its summit, 
and passing Sonne miles over this dreary expanse, bad 
a very difficult descent into the Vale of Uske. This 
great inconvenience is removed, by taking the road 
round the base of the mountain, through a beautiful 
wooded glen, called Cwm Dwr. There certainly are 
in North Wales bolder passes, with grander accompa* 
Biments of ragged rocks and raging torrents ; but I 
think nothing can exceed Cwm Divr in the variety of 
soft and placid as well as bold and mountain scenery. 
You are envelloped by high hills with cultivation 
annually creeping higher up their sides, and above, 
sheep sleights covered with tens of thousands of that 
useful animal. The lighter green of its verdure waft 
often contrasted with the darker tints of the baleful 
j^ew. The road . sometimes crosses, and at other 
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limes runs parallel with the banks bf the small river 
Gvvrthrig, that beautifully meanders through the 
vale. Sometimes the hills appear to close, and agaia 
suddenly recede, leaving narrow verdant meads, with 
here and there a white-washed cottage on the banks 
of this pleasing rivulet. A' few miles on the right, 
on a part of the Black Mountain, out of a fountain 
called Blaen PVtske^ rises the river Uske, at the head 
of which vale stands the decayed town of Trecastle* 
This was once a large borough, with a well fre- 
quented market; but now a poor village, containing 
nothing worthy of observation but a good[ inn, and 
the ruins of a small castle which is one among many 
in a line from east to west, built by^ the Norman 
Baron, Bernard De Newmarche, in the time of 
William Rufus, who by a licence, granted from the 
King, to hold as much as he could conquer — entered 
on the work — defeated the Welsh forces — killed 
Bleddyn ap Meredydd, and seized by violence on this 
part of the country. He was, however, politic 
enough, by way of making out a feasible title, to 
marry Nest, daughter of Llewelyn, Prince of North 
Wales, a woman that perhaps has never had her equal 
for outrageous infamy. Possessed of a most aban- 
doned and revengeful spirit, she publickly sacrificed 
her own character to disinherit her son of his law- 
ful patrimony. Mabel, only son of Bernard dc 
Newmarche, by Nest, ill-treating a young nobleman 
with whom his mother had an intrigue, she *^irann 
atqueanimosa crimine sumens," took a solemn oath 
before King Henry 11. that Mabel was born in adul- 
tery, and could not be considered as the legitimate 
heir of Bernard, whereupon Mabel was disinherited. 
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and bis Sister Sybylla obtained the lordship, and by 
marriage conferred it, with her hand, on Mile, Earl 
of Hereford, 

We were now in the forest of Brecknock or M?/j- 
car*^ Here, Leland observes, persons used to be 
stopped, and toll demanded, for passing by a ban- 
ditti that took up their residence here : it is also fa- 
mous for the seat of a witch, who played a variety 
of tricks successfully for years on the neighbour- 
hood, named Matrabrwre^ i. e. Maud Aubrey, a des- 
cendant of the family of that name, which came into 
£ngland with Baron de Newmarche ; .but the woods 
being, cut down, and the darkness dissipated, both 
the* marauders and witches iiave entirely disappeared. 
The road now passes thfough a fine cultivated coun- 
try, over several pleasant streams; and the inhabi- 
tants who used to purchase their corn from Here- 
fordshire, rear not only enough for their own use, 
but also for sale. If there had been no Roman re- 
mains in this neighbourhood, we might have con- 
jectured they had once bqen in possession of this 
country, by a sport familiar among the inhabitants, 
called Quiniin. It is practised by the yeomanry in 
Brecon, and, with a little alteration, in the county of 
Carmarthen. 

On the morning of the nuptials of a freeholder, 
the bridegroom, attended by a company of his rela- 
tions and firiends on horseback, proceeds to the in- 
tended father-in-law's house to fetch home the bride. 
She, attended by a company of her friends and rela'- 
tions, is escorted by, the former to church. The ce- 
remony ended, they shape their course towards the 
house of the bridegroom. On the way, a spot is 
choien near the road side, where a few flat planks are 
3 
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placed side by side^ as a stage ; long thick sticks are 
then distributed to the spirited young men inclined 
to enlist in' the connubial contest. Grasping these 
about the middle, and rcjtirtg one end of tbem 
under their arms^ they ride full speed against the 
planks, striking the sticks against them, in order to 
break them, and so the diversion ends. We do not 
know precisely how it was practised by the Romans, 
but Graevius informs us that it obtained its name 
from Quintus, being performed every fifth year at 
the Olympic Games. It is still practised in France 
and other parts of Europe; but no where is it ob- 
servable but where the Romans had established their 
arms. 

The hill called the Gaer has upon its summit a Ro- 
man encampment. It is situated on a'rising ground, 
above the conflux of theUske and the Eskir. The camp 
.is in form a parallelogram of 624 feet by 45'6. The 
ruins of the walls are still -visible several feet above the 
ground ; the facings of hewn stone are like those at 
Caerwent, and the inside composed of loose stones. 
The farm house and offices are built of stones taken 
from the ruins, and the intrenchment is inclosed in 
the farm belonging to the family of Williams. With- 
in half a mile of the house, the present road from 
Brecknock joins an old Roman causeway, leading^ 
from Caerleon to Ariconium (Vid. 12th Iter, of An- 
toninus.) Figured stones, urns, and various silver 
coins have been frequently dug up here. 

About a quarter of a mile from the farm house, 
on the Roman road, is the monumental stone called 
Macn y Marynnion, and a vulgar story supposes it 
creeled to the memory of two virgins, who were im- 
piously jDurdcred bene; but on insj^ction, it evi- 
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dently appears to be Roman sculpture, representing a 
man and his wif^, s^nd still presentiilg p^rt of the li^* 

scription, '^ conjux ejus " It is about six feet high 

and three and a half brpad. ' The figures are cut dn 
an area abput three inches from the upper and lower 
end^ of the stoqe. In<|eed, had the inscription been 
perfectly erased, the lineaments of this sepulchral 
stone would have been a perfect clue to its legiti* 
majte.origin. The style of cnitline was that in which 
t.l^e anpients principally excelled, and which rendered 
them so superior to the moderns ip the fine arts of 
paintip^ and sculpture. It was in this the dark ages 
were so deficient, and it'has been owing to want of 
^ttentipn to this sjnglc point that the. most celebrated 
modern artists fall inferior in their exertions to the 
jancients. Although, mathematically speaking, thei^ 
^s no such a thing zs outline^ yet to be intelligibrft^ 
we must use that line instead of boundary, for not- 
withstanding we see and conceive a figure .without 
outline, I cannot pourtray the same on paper with* 
out an putline process. • Outline, to be distinct, must 
have colour, and if it have colour, it represents a wire 
that encircles the design ; but habit has taught us 
pot to notice this, and we generally d.well with de- 
light on the figure of this very defect. For we ought 
in fact to dismiss it if possible from our minds, and 
ponsider only the form it surrpunds. To produce the 
desired effect of the figure appearing from the ground, 
the outline ought to be fine, firm, regular, flowing, 
and faint, such as were used by Raphael and da Vinci. 
Hence arises the beauty of shadows, and the pleasure 
they afford in possessing design visibly bounded, yet 
without the formality of strong outline ; and it is this 
which renders the works, of the ancients so simply 

Bb 
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pleasing, and so strikingly fexpressive: tfiey artf 
formed by exquisite art, yet appear to be the resuH of 
chance. 

This part of the country abounds with objects for 
the historian and antiquarian. About two miles dis- 
tant, on a steep hill, called Peny Craig is an oval 
. encampment with three fosses, and two Valiums of 
loose stones heaped on each other, which would sup- 
port the conjecture that it was of British origin : For 
perhaps the following observation may be a clue to 
antiquarians. Roman fortifications are known by 
the herring back form of building, and the cement 
being made of boiling mortar ; British, by loose ag-! 
I^era, or angular towers; Saxon, by circular walls 
and arches; and Norman, and Anglo-Norman, 
by square towers and pointed arches. As British 
churches are known by the deficiency of a tower and 
the name of Llan ; and Norman, or English-Welsh, 
by the addition of a tower, and the appellation of 
Eglwys. 

We now entered Brecknock, in Welsh jiberhanddj^ 
so called from the conflux of the river Handdy with 
the Uske, upon which rivers it is pleasantly situated* 
It lays claim to high antiquity, for the founder is 
said to be Brayhan, a prince who had issue, beside 
several sons, twenty-four daughters, who were all 
saints; which Drayton in his Polyolbion works up 
into a poetical metamorphosis :. 

•* For Brecan was a prince once fortunate and great, 
Who dying, lent hi3 name to that his noble seat ; 
With twice twelve daughters blest by one and only wife, 
Who for their beauties rare and sanctity of life " 
To rivers were transformed, whose pureness doth declare, 
\ HoW excellent they were by being what they arc : 
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Who dying virgins all, and rivers now by fate, 
To tell their former love to the unmarried state, 
To Severn shape their course, which now their form doth 

bear; ' * 

E*er she was made a flood, a virgin as they were, 
And from the seas with fear they ftill do fly : 
\ So much they yet delight in maiden company." 

The nannc of one only survives, i. e. St. Ceyne. In 
Cornwall, near St. Neots, there is an arched well de- 
dicated to this saint, with a water of remarkable vir- 
tue, that whether husband or wife come first after 
marriage to drink of it, the fortunate forerunner ever 
after obtains the mastery. If St. Cadoc, as is related, 
was a son of Brayhan, it must be placed about A. D. 
492, (Vid. Life of St. Keync, or Ceyne.) It perhaps 
is of still higher antiquity, for a variety of Roman re- 
mains have been discovered at different times in the 
vicinity.' At the Gaer Roman bricks have been 
found, with the inscription Aug. 1 1 Leg. And so 
late as 1783, in digging up the stool of a large tree 
in a field belonging to JefFery Wilkins, Esq. in the 
parish of Llanfrynach, w«^ discovered a Roman hy- 
pocaust, biaths, tessalated pavements, &c. so that 
there is reason to suppose this a grand Rpman sta- 
tion, and to place here the Burrium of the Itinerary. 

There are three churches, the most, considerable 
of which is St. David's, where prayers are read in 
Welsh twice a week ; but what is considered as the 
superior is the collegiate church endowed T^y Henry 
VIII. out of tbe spoils of the religious houses, in- 
corporating at the same time the foundation of 
^bergwily. The body consists of a dean, who \% 
the Bishop of St. David's, a praecentor, treasurer, 
chancellor, and nineteen prebendaries. The church 
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includes a gieiteway^ quadrangle cloister^ tefectory^ 
and St« Mary's chapel of the ancient monastery. 

The castle, the work of Bernard de Newmarcbe, 
stands in the suburbs, isolated by the river, over 
which is a bridge of two arches to enter the castle, 
but little more than the keep is standing: a few^ 
ruined walls serve as a clue to the former extent of 
the building. Just below the Handdy flows into 
the Uske, over which is a stone bridge of three 
arches. Ati attempt was made once to insulate the 
town with the two rivers, but after much money ex- 
pended the scheme was abandoned. 

The present is a good town, governed by a bailifF 
and fifteen aldermen, sends one member to the 
British senate, and has too well supplied markets in 
the week. Though old, it is for the most part 
handsomely built, the houses good, and the streets 
spacious, well paved, and generally cl^an. Maiiy 
people of independent fortune live here, and the 

4 

gentry from the surrounding country ni^ke it their 
winter residence. 

Brecknockshire is mountainous and wooded, lux- 
uriant in corn^ and especially in excellent pasturage* 
Indeed the accusation of Leiand is nearly as appli- 
cable now as it was then : " For the Walschmen yci 
tymes past, as they do almost yet, did study more ta 
pasturage than tylling, as favourers of their consuete 
idiliness." About three miles from Brecknock, to 
the right of the road, is Mynich Denny, or Cader 
Arthur*, of which the geographer Speed gives this 
account: ^^ The ancient inhabitants and possessors 
of this shire, with the rest in this southern tract, 

* Here grows sison verticillatum and arenaria vern^ 
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were the Silures inqobl^poken of, and great opposites 
|o the Romans, whose countries were 6rst madQ 
subject by Julius ^i;oi]tinus, who besides the valopn 
of the enemy, bad. to struggle with the niountaina 
and straits^, as Tacitus tells us : neither any more 
bard we may ^lyell say than of this shore, whereof one 
in the sqpth, and three miles from Brecknock, \^ 
of such height and operation as is incredible, and 
were it not that I have witnesses to. aiiirm what I, 
say, I should blush to let the report thereof pass 
Irom my pen. From the top of that hill called 
Mound Denny, or Cader Arthur, they had oftentimes 
<;ast from them, and down the north east side, their 
cloaks, hat^ and staves^, which notwithstanding 
would never fall, but were with the air and win4' 
still returned back and blown up; neither, saic^ 
they, will any thing descend from ttxat cliff, being sp 
cast; unless it be stones or some metallic substance ; 
affirming the cause to bje the clouds which are seen 
to racke much Ipwer than the mountain." The 
greatest curiQsity is a fine spring of water on the 
v^ry summit. The hill, though erroneously^ has 
been called the highest in Wales. In a clear day 
the view from this exalted station is very extensive : 
the Malvern hills, Gloucester, Bristolj, ^nd parts of 
X)evQn and Cornwall grecjt the ei^cursive eye. 

We were now near the celebrated Brecknocl?; 
Mere^ or Llyn Savathan, called also Langor*s Pool,^ 
, from a village of that name in its vicinity. Gyraldus 
ogives it the epithet of Cla'mosus, from the thqnder-- 
like.noise heard here when the ice breaks upon a 
sudden thaw. The country people say and believe 
that a city once stood here ; but by a judgment of 
heaven for the sins of its inhabitants^ it 9unk into 
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the earth, and the water rose in the place. This 
idle story seems attached to most lakes, and proba- 
bly arose from an association of ideas, not easily 
separable in the uncultivated mind, between all 
large bodies of water and the dead sea. Here it 
was that the flight of birds, by their chattering and 
fluttering, declared the legitimate right of Gryfl^dd 
ap Rhys ap Tewdwr to the lordship of the county, 
to the conviction of the spoiler, Henry L which we 
before alluded to. It is two miles in length, and 
nearly one and a half in breath ; the greatest tried 
depth thirteen fathoms. The river Lleveny enters at 
the head of it, and passing through it, like the Dee 
through the Lake of Bula, Ijy a kind of a'ntipathy 
preserves its waters from intermingling with those of 
the lake. It commences at Llanviangle Cythedine, 
and ends at Llanviangle Taly Llyn, and formerly 
divided the Welsh Talgart from the seignory of 
Brecon. In violent winds the surge rises so high as 
to put on the appearance of a rough sea. After 
great rains Lleveny pours down from the moun- 
tains in such a rage as to bring much sfoil with it, 
assumes a red colour, and thus is distinguished flow- 
ing through the lake. This circumstance has given 
rise to much of the fabulous. It is said that a litde 
before the inyasion of the country by the Normans 
and ^English, 1030, the waters of Lleveny assumed 
a green colour, which quickly changed into blood 
red ; and a similar phenomenon took place before 
the sanguinary war of the sons of Jestin. 
^ The lake abounds with a variety of aquatic plants, 
which aflford succour to the spawn, as well as shelter 
for the larger fish, with which it teems so much as 
have been compared to the Thysse in Hungary, 
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described as containing two thirds water, and on^ 
third fish. The principal are percb, tench, pike^ 
trout, eels, chevins, congers, or umbers, &c. The 
otter sometimes frequents this nursery of his favourite 
food. Formerly there were plenty both of the otter 
and beaver, animals alike amphibious, and which 
are equally destructive of fish : of the existence of 
the latter animal in Wales, and his great instinct I 
have before spoken. (Vid. Tour in North Wales.) 
What tended to destroy this race, history docs not 
inform us ; however since the great scarcity of the 
latter, the skin of the former has become more 
valuable, and otter s wool is substituted for leaver^ 
fur^ most of what are termed beaver hats being 
comptsed of this wUh a mixture of inferior furs. 

Passing the small towns of Tretower and Crick- 
))6wel, at each of which are the remains of a castle^ 
we turned aside to view the ruins of Llantony Ab- 
bey. This was a Cistertian House, founded by 
Walter de Lacy, A. D. 1103 ; and afterwards more 
liberally endowed by JMilo, Earl of Hereford^ It is 
Situated in the Vale of Ewias, or rather Nanthor- 
theny, where the river Hotbeny descends from a 
chain of mountains, called Mynydd y Cadair, in 
English the HattereJ Hilk.* \n the deep vale of 
Ewias, says Gyraldus, describing it as with a pain- 
ter's pencil, which is about an arrow's flight over^ 
surrounded on every side by encircling mountains, 
whose summits pierce the clouds, stands the church. 

* Dugdale in his Mbnasticon informs us^ that this place was 
richly adorned with wood. If he could see it now the contrast 
must peculiarly strike him, as there is not a tree or bush to bf 
^een near it. 
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c$f St. JoBfi tbfe Bdpfist, roofed with lead, and built 
with he#n stone in no mean style, on the scite 
where stood befon;\a poor chapel of St. David'sy 
Adorned with moss and clinging ivy.*' A spot, he 
observes, the best adapted for the purposes of real 
religion, and most calculated for canonical discipline 
of all the religious^ places in Britain. It was first 
pitched upon by two hermits, as being at a remote 
/distance from the bustle of the world. The rains 
produced by the contiguity of the mountains are fre- 
quent, the winds violent, and the weather conti- 
nually cloudy during winter ; yet so mild and tem- 
perate the air, that disorders dre rare. The monks 
sitting here in their cells, when they put out thei^ 
heads for fresh air, which ever way they turn their 
eyes, behold the tops of the mountains, whose sum- 
mits, reaching thb horizon, are covered with plenty 
of red and fallow deer. In fair weather the son is 
first seen here between one dhd three o'clock,* and 

* During winter the sun seldom appears, and is seldomdr 
^en in these mountain6us^ countries : fet, when thfe wither is 
clear, it rises about nine o*clock and sets about three. 

*' 'IV^ongst Hatterlle's loft hills, that with the clouds are crowh'd. 

The valle/ Ewias liei, immured so deep aild round 

As they below that see the mountains risd sb higfa^ 

Mij;ht think the straggling herds were grazing in th^ kky. 

Which in it such a shape of solitude doth bear. 

As Nature at the first appointed it for prayer; 

Where in an aged cell, with moss and ivy grown. 

In which not to this day the sun hath ever shone. 

That reverend BriUfih saint, in zealous ages past. 

To contemplation lived 3 and did so truly fast. 

As be did only drink what crystal Hpdney yields. 

And fed upon the leeks he gather*d in the fields : 
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then only just above the tops of the hills. R^nnt 
of this singular plage induced Roger^ Bishop df 
Salisbury, the first man in the kiligdom under the 
King, to pay it a visit. After viewing it for some 
time with astonishment, and beholding the brethren 
in the greatest harmony servmg God in this solitude^ 
returned to the King, and reported all that he had 
seen and worthy to be told. Aftter spending a oon«- 
siderable time in praise of the place, he concludes 
his encomiums in these terms : " To finish my, storyi 
the whole revenue! of thexrown and state would not 
be sufficient to erect the cloister^ Keeping the King 
and court sothetime hi suspense, wondering at the 
paradox, he at length explained it by observing* that 
he meant the circle of mountains by %it>hick it ^as en- 
closed. 

Leaving this secluded retreat, We; ptfid our respects 
to the Skyrid Fawr, or St. Michael's holy Mount. 
Here is a rematkable rent of chasm, occdsioned by 
some convulsion of Nature : the tradition is that it 
was rent at the crucifixion of our Saviour ; and they 
add, as in Ireland, such is the sanctity of the groutid^ 
that no venbmous reptile harbours here, or would live 
if conveyed hither. At a small distance, in the pa^^ 
tish of Cwmyoy is £l singular mountain^ whose sid)e& 
have at different times detached large fragments from 
them, leaving a perpendicular cliff near two hun*^ 
dred feet high, which they attribute to the same mU 

In memory of whom, in the revolving year. 

The Welshman on his day that sacred herb do wear: 

Where of that holy no^an as humtiAy they do crave. 

That in their just defence they might bil furth*rance have.'* 

Dmyton** Polj/olbion^ 
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raculous power which produced the phenomenon at 
SkyridVawr-l 

Passing the little Skyrid, we entered the town 
of Abergavenny^ which is situated on the conflux 
of the Gavenny and the Uske, land was the Roman 
GQbannium of Ptolomy. It was formerly walled, and 
bad a very strong castle, which, Gyraldus observes, 
was disgraced by treachery and treason oftener than 
any other fortress in Wales. The town is large, po- 
jiulous and well built, has a good market-place, with 
a well supplied market, two parish churches^ several 
good inns, and may, if we may be allowed to consi- 
der Monmouthshire as a part of Wales, be consU 
dered as the first town in this part of the principality. 
The country round is highly varied and fertile, and 
the rising ground on the banks of the Uske, with the 
different hills surrounding it in every direction, ren- 
der the environs of Abergavenny most peculiarly in- 
viting for the residence of independent families, many 
of whom hiave elegant villas in its vicinity. The town 
is becoming of still more importance, by a navigable 
canal projected, but nojt quite completed, from 
Brecknock to Newport, and especially from the iron 
mines lately discovered in its neighbourhood. At 
Uaneckly, a furnace and forges have been erected ; 
b,ut the principal works are amidst the hills, at Ble- 
navon, the property of Messrs. Hopkins and Hill ^ 
H^re are three furnaces and other works, and seve- 
ral hundred hands employed; but they at present la- 
bour under the forbidding difficulty of carrying the 
iron when manufactured on horses backs round the 
the hills to Pontipool railway, and thence it is pour- 
veyed to the navigable part of the canal. 
Where the road strikes off to Uske is a neat man^ 
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sion, belonging to Mr. Jones, called Clytha, and on 
the opposite side, on an eminence, is a building in a 
castellated form, erected as a monument of domes- 
tic affection to the memory of a woman of uncom- 
mon excellence, the heiress of the house of Tredeguar, 
.who, with her hand, bestowed on the present pro- 
prietor a very splendid fortune. This modern imi- 
tation of the ancient, in a country abounding with 
so many venerable remains of antiquity/give us but an 
indifferent opinion of the taste of the projector ; but 
the consideration from what motives the building 
was erected, while it suggested the idea of magni- 
ficence, precluded criticism ; for tributes of the heart 
scarcely admit of discussion, and expressions of affec- 
tion ought to be liberally received. They lay hold 
on our sensibility, and engross our imagination. On 
entering this expensive testimony of regard, and sur- 
veying the appropriated apartments, the echo of 
every unfortunate and, affectionate bosom must be, 
^* And I also have had my friend! Such impressions 
are extremely interesting, and calculated to affect the 
human mind with the most useful morality. 

We now hastened our steps * to survey the ruins 
of Ragland Castle. Leland styles it a fair and plea- 
sant castle, eight miles from Chepstow, and seven 
from Abergavenny, in the middle Vence Land^ hav*- 
ing adjoining two goodly parks. Camden calls it 
a fair house of the Earl of Worcester's, built castle- • 
way, and assigns the date of its erection in the time 
of Henry VII. ; but upon what authority he does 
not say. Cdlins informs us, in the Pedigree of 

* Making aa excursion into tHe forest of Wentwood we added 
to our list numerous habitats. Among others^ empetrum ni- 
grumj rubuscoesius vaccinium^ vitis-idaea> vitis mjrtillus^ erica 
letralix^ erica didyn^a^ erica cinerea^ andromedadebascja. 
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Herbert, that Sir John Morley, Knt. Lord of Rag- 
land Castle^ resided here in the reign of Siahard.IL 
consequently between the years. 1377 and l^QQ, la 
a manuscript belonging to Mr. Jones, it is said to 
have been built by Sir BTtUiam Thomas, and his 
son, William Earl of Pembroke, who was beheaded 
at Banbury* Sir Willis^m. Thomas lived in the 
reign of King Henry V. (1413), and was present 
with the king,, in company with Sir David G^niy at 
the ever memorable baXtle of Agincourt^ where he 
lost his life. 

What corroborates this opinion is^ that a few yeara 
ago a labourer, employed to remove some rubbish 
in the fold yard of the adjoining farm, found a pot of 
money consisting of English silver coins, and aoiOQg 
ethers, a half groat of King Edward IV. 

It came into the noble family of Worcester, where 
it still remain^ by Sir Charles Somerset marrying the 
grand-daugbter c^ the said William Earl of Pem- 
broke, heiress ta his son William Earl of Huntingdon, 
and heiress general to all the Herhrts in England* Sir 
Charles was the first Earl of Somerset of this line. It 
is situated on a moderately rising hill, called Twyny 
GroSy or the Cherry Hilly surrounded by a rich and 
well cultivated country, and, whei^ in its splendoqr, 
was reckoned one of the finest buildings in Britain, 

A mile from the village we entered the castle farm^ 
through which you enter by gates, erected by Mr. 
Evans, into^ the first, or eastern cpun of thp castle ; 
the first gate and steps have been destroyed, but part 
ctf the second is still standing : This front .is very 
grand, including in the view the towers which de- 
fended the principal entrance, and the broken angle 
of Melyn y Gvvent or the citadel. It was of hexan- 
gular form, each side thirty-three feet broad ; its 

9 
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ti^alls 'ten feet thick, well bailt of hewn stene;it8 

m 

' height five stories, and connmanded a delightful- pros- 
pect over the distant country. Its battlements being 
weak, were soon demolished during the siege, but 
the tower itself, though it sustained the shock of 
sixty shot (18 and 20^1bs. weight), per day, received 
no injury. This is ascended by *a geometrical stone 
staircase, consisting of ninety steps, \so curiously put 
together as to* be ascended wjth the utmost ease and 

• convemcnce. It was encompassed with a moat* 
which is at present dry and overgrown with brambles 
and 'briars. The niehes, in which were placed 

^figures of Roman' emperors, still remain, though time 
and the weather'havein a great measure destroyedl 

' the shell-work with which they were ornamented. 
Within the castle g^te was the pitched stone court, 
on the ri^ht sid^of whiAh' was the closet tower, now 
overspread with turf, alders, and ashlings, growing in 
the wildest luxuriance. In this court was a deep 
draw-well, the water of i«^hi6h was brought from a 

^spring two miles above * Ragland ; it is now covered 
over or fiHed up. Near the Kitchen Tower, as you 

* enter from the pritteipal gate, the main wall is nearly 
'levelled with the ground, which appears to have been 

efFepted by cannon shot. To the north of it there is 

'the trace of a sunk battery, from which it is said the 

breach was made, that occasioned the surrender of the 

cattle. Beneath are the kitchen, larder, and a va* 

* Fireside travellers have represented the castle as being sar- 
'ronnded with a deep nioat> which only went round the southern 
fronts and as having a river running by it; whereas^ except an 
inconsiderable stream wMch supplied the fish-ponds« there is 
no river nearer than the Uske, or Wye^ each of which are several 
miles distant. 
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i riety of culinary offices, cellars, &g. all with arched 

I roofs. The villagers speak of immense ovens, and 

£re places for roasting oxen whole^ and indeed such is 
their extent, that this might easily be done. Passing 
parlours, dining and drawing rooms, you Come to the 
music gallery, one hundred and twenty-six feet long j 
and, leaving the chapel on the left, you enter the 
stately hall, sixty-six feet long, and twenty-eight 
• broad, having a curious geometrical roof of Irish 
oak, with a dome at top for the admission of light. 
It has three large windows at the upper end ; but the 
large bow window on the left side of the court is a 
most beautiful object. The form is a half hexagon six- 
teen feet high, and the same wide, with proportionate 
well executed montons and transpms. The cupola 
above is crowned with ivy, which, hanging down with 
graceful negligence, forms a fine curtain of Nature's 
drapery. At the east end, in the centre of the hall, is 
.an achievement of the Earl of Worcester, in stone 

ft 

work, but considerably defaced. The arms are sur- 
rounded with the legend of the Order of the Grarter, 
and underneath the Earl's motto " Mutare vel timere 
sperne." The supporters have been removed, to 
-accommodate the sport to which this room is ap- 
propriated— /A^^^wz^ of Jives : How mutable is For- 
tune ! The room in which the sovereign of the land, 
and the most distinguished nobility were so often en- 
tertained, is now become ^ Jives court ! ! 

In surveying this magnificent apartment, we be- 
came absorbed in reflection, the mind socto, became 
in unison with the place, and ,my imagination 
stretched away to the period of its grandeur, when 
I seemed to see the mighty Baron feasting merrily 
with his knights and squires at the upper end of the 
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ball, while the lower departments were filled with bis 
tenants and vassals^ and turning mine ear to the gaU 
lery, I seemed to hear the music strike up, and 
making the roofs re-echo through the long-drawn 
passages and vaulted rooms. Indeed, it is impbssibte 
to detach such ideas from our recoHcction at the 
sight of such remains; and insensible must thatmind 
be, and deaf to the fascinating descriptions of 'an- 
cient splendour, that could remain upon this spot 
for a few moments without experiencing more than 
usual veneration, and yielding up every feeling to 
the powerful influence of fallen grandeur. 

Passing straight from the hall, you enter what 
is termed the large court, one hundred feet long 
and sixty brofd, remarkable for the curious fret- 
work of its walls and windows, but especially for 
a marhle fountain constantly running with clear water, 
called thQ white horse. The horse is destroyed, but 
the capital of the pedestal on which the horse was 
placed, was tolerably perfect about fifty years a^o ; 
but it was nearly demolished by knocking off pieces 
to give persons coming to see the castle. The frag- 
ments were black stones, which, on being rubbed or 
broken, emitted a strong sulphureous smell, theiioe 
called stinking stones. They were supposed to be 
a composition ; but on examining some parts that 
are left, in the custody of M^DanieJ, we found that 
it was a species of lime-stone, approximating nearly 
to what is termed basalte. It is highly probable that 
the horse was of the saqie substance with the pedes- 
tal ; it must appear therefore paradoxical to call it a 
white horse. Dr. Griffin observes that some years 
ago a part of the body of a black horse was shewn 
standing in some water that supplied the castle. 
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' ^Fhe trajditidn .alao was, that the parliamentarians 
learned t^ source 4111(1 poisoned the w^ter^ and the 
jstone hovse absorbing the poison^ was turned by thb. 
(ineans in colour from white to black. Being struck^ 
Jt ennitted an offensive smell. 

What is called the bowling greep, now an orchard, 
ii9!as. turned into a bastion prior to the siege, as plainly 
^ppearsby the remains of the parapet wall. In tbs 
rffont isianother bastion, at the south east corner of 
[the terrace, formed to 6ank the other. Before the 
cpriflcipaligate, to cover it, , was erected a large horn- 
work. The great tower, after a tedipus battering, wgs 
:ufrdermin€d, and. propped with timber, which being 
'burnt, it fell down in the- position we at present see it. 
Above thirty vaults, and three arched bridges, besides 
"Xh^ tower bridge J are yet standing ; but the most ca- 
ptious arch of the . <lh^pel, with many other elegant 
rtQofsi and handsome rooms .are. destroyed. 

/The iron: hand of the rebels did muqh, bwt more 

: was; done out of a. mistaken economy dtfriqg the Ufe- 

fthneof the late Duke: for ^one mason observed 

that he had, by orders of < bis grace's . ag^nt, • taken 

doM^n twenty^ three ^tair -cases, beside cbimney pieces, 

jwindow ■' frames, &c. 

At this time, the castle was . considered ^as a pe- 
rennial source for supplying whatever materials were 
isra^ted for repairs on his estates. .Btft>whw the pre- 
\fleat<'Duke came into possession, the ;ij^9pons of di- 
Japidation were arrested fi%)m'the baiids of the 
*fipoiler, and, to prevent any future demoliition, the ave- 
v;nues'were blocked up, and strict orders given that on 
no'pretence shoulda stone be in future renH>ved. Thus 
,we trust it will long continue, not only an interest- 
ing object of curiosity, but as, a froud memorial of the 
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jiistiriguhhid and never to he forgotten duty and loyally 
pf the most noble family of Somefset* 

In this noble mansion, previous tathat demoniacal 
^irit of rebellion which spreacf ' the flames of dvil 
War over this truly unhappy country, lived in dig- 
nified hospitality Henry Somerset, Marquis and Earl^ 
of Worcester; friendship and freedom reigned at bis 
board, and charity took her station at his gate* The 
ancient style of living was preisfsrved, and those 
hours of refreshment which fashion has now unrea- 
sonably reversed, wei*e regularly and strictly observ- 
ed. Indeed, the mode of living at Raglarid ' would 
form an appropriate supplement to the household 
book of the Duke of Northumberland. In the midst 
of thisotiuni cum dignitate, the Rebellion broke out^ 
when the Marquis, with a loyalty and liberality, if 
equalled, never surpassed, fortified, and garrisoned for 
the King his castle of Ragland^^i his own expense; en- 
couraging, both by precept and example, the inhabi- 
tants of South Wales (of which he was governor) to 
stand up in defence of the just rights of their lawful 
sovereign. Here, after his Majesty left Oxford, he of- 
ten found a secure and pleasant retreat; in the Earl, 
a guide, philosopher, and friend, to whom had he at- 
tentively and affectionately listened, even at that pe- 
riod of his affairs, he would have most probably saved 
his life and crown. When the King returned from 
Abergavenny, and told the Marquis that on the tears 
and professions of some arch traitors ne had forgiven 
them, he observed," Well, Sir, you may chance to gain 
you the kingdom. of heaven by such doings as these ; 
but if ever you get the kingdom of England by such 
ways, 1 will be your bondman.** 

Indeed in such a princely style were the King and 

Cc 
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h}9 attendants treated hy the Mafqats^ that Hetiij^ 
Bard, Lord fiellamonty one day cdming m, and aedngf 
]n the hall so many tables furnished with feod^ and 
Id many feeders^ sworn that his Majesty bad laid • 
plot to destroy that family : firsts in borrowing all tim 
^Id man's mpney^ and then in, coming thas to eat up 
his Ttctuals ; which bis Majeisty bearings smiled aU^ 
But the 'Marquis asked the man who relkted it to 
him, o( what garrison the Lord Bellamont was ga« 
vernor ? The answer was, of Camden House, Tbd 
Marquis replied, that when his Majesty had done aa 
his lordship had said, that the King might go to his 
garrison, and there have Camden s Remains^ It waa 
after the battle of Naseby that Charles L took up 
bis residence here ; one day^ taking occasic^n to thank 
the Marquis for the loan of some money, the Marquis 
replied, " Sir, I had your word for the money^ but I 
never thought I should have beien so soon repaid ; for 
now you have given me thanks, 1 have all I looked- 
for.^' During his Majesty's stay, every thing was done 
to amuse and divert his attention from the declining 
state 6i his aiFai)^, which at tinaes produced in his 
Qiind much' melancholy «. The most ddicions dain^ 
ties, the most enchantinig music, the jau d'esprit of 
wit and genius were combined tcr entertain the King. 
Among nmny instances of the Marquis's affectionate 
attention to the comfcrt of his royal guest, the fol^ 
knvirrg is a striking one : Sir Thomas Somerset, l»rc>- 
ther to the Marquis, had a house called Troy, fiv^ 
miles from Ragland. Being a complete gentleman, 
he delighted in fine gardens and rieh orch^^, where^ 
by the aid of art, the most delicious fruits weve 
reared. While Charles L was visiting at his bro- 
tber'^s bouse^ it afiford^d bioi the means of sending 



Irfei brottie'r such « present, as to induce iihe Kiag to 
believe) the season of the year considered^ that iht 
jpoles of the earth rUust be changed^ asad that Wales^ 
looked upoh as the refase and outcast of the faii^ 
gatden of England, bad ntiv\r siiperidr frilit to fing^* 
land ttselfb This present made to tttt Marquis^ he 
Would tick iufFer to be presented to the King by toy 
band but bis own^ At the end of the aupper^ iti 
coirtied the Marquis kd by the arro^ with a dlow and 
tolemn pace, expreteiug the gravity of a Spadial'di 
with a siilver di^ in each hand> filled whh rai-ities, 
kod a little basket on his arni^ as t ricsenrei After 
ioiiaking his obeiaance^ he spake thte^ ^^ May it please 
your Majesty, if the four elements could haVe been 
tabbed to have entertained your Majesty, I thiiik t bad 
but done liriy duty \ but I must do as 1 may t if I bad 
aent td Bristol for some good things to entertain your 
Majesty, that would have been no Wonder at all : [£ 
t had vprocured from London SdthiS good things that 
toight have been acceptable to your Majesty, that 
^ouM have been uc^ Wdnder^^But here, (placing the 
dishes of fruit upon the table) I present you^ Sir^ 
that which came not from Lincoln, that waa^ nor 
London that is^ nor York that is to be> but from 
TV^.'^ Whereupon the King smiling, aiisweredi 
•* Truly my Lord, 1 have heard of corn g^owin^ 
where Th>y town stood^hxxi I nevet thought there bad 
grown apricots and peaches before/^ To which the 
Marquis Jreplied, ^* Any thihg t^ pkaseyout Majesty C^ 
After tfae Marquis had left the King's presence^ a 
gentleman observed to his Lordship^ that be thought 
he would make a very good . courtien '^ Yes^ I 
retuember well that I said one thing that may giva 

|Bca 
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you some hopes of me, ** any ihing to pleaie your 
Majesty" 

After the surrender of Bristol, and the impolitic 
step of the King in giving up his person; to the 
Scottish army, the rebels lost no time by stratagem 
and force to reduce the royal garrisons. Ragland 
was besieged by Col. Morgan at the head of three 
thousand men ; on summoning the garrison to sur- 
render, he received this, gallant reply, " I make 
choice of it, so ^ please God, rather to die nobly 
than to live with infamy : which answer, if it be not 
pleasing to you, X shall not think you worthy to be 
styled by me your loying friend and servant, R. 
Worcester, June 28, 1646." Soon .after. Sir Tho- 
mas Fairfax came at the head of a considerable re- 
inforcement to accelerate the surrender of the 
castle. The Parliamentary General encamped ia 
Leaguer Fields, now a part of Mr. Daniel's and Mr. 
Jcfteries* farms, occupying a ridge of land then ia 
the park, about half a mile to thb east of the castle. 
Here numerous musquet balls have, been found in 
ploughing. Letters between General Fairfax and 
the Marquis passed continually for the space of near 
two months, while the garrison . nobly held out, and 
the besiegers went on with their approaches towards 
the castle ; their main works had now reached within 
sixty yards of the walls, consisting of batteries 
planted with cannon and mortars. Captain Hooper 
had so far succeeded as to throw up approaches of a 
hundred yards in extent, making running trenches 
within mu$quet shot. The Marquis now despairing 
of relief, and finding the King was a prisoner, and that 
most of the royal garrisons had surrendered, began 
to think how he should besi provide, for himself, his 

7 . 



Marquis of Somerset. 380 

family, and brave garrison. After a variety of par- 
leys, he made a judicious capitulation ; agreeing to 
surrender up the cast]e on six articles, equally ho- 
nourable to the granter and grantee. On August 
19th, 1646, the garrison marched out with all the 
honours of war ; horses, arms, colours flying, drums 
beating, trumpets sounding, matches lighted at both 
ends, bullets in their mouths, and every soldier witb 
twelve charges of powder, match, and bullet, pro- 
portionable bag and baggage, with liberty to go to 
any place within ten. miles, which the Governor 
should nominate. While the spirit with which so 
weak a place was so long defended does honour to 
the Marquis, the urbanity, with which the nego- 
ciation for its surrender was conducted, reflects the 
highest credit on the humanity both of the General 
and the Governor ; conduct which, if imitated, 
would tend to lessen the horrors of sieges, without 
derogating from the courage or duty of the contend- 
ing parties. Uiider the capitulation there marched 
out the venerable Governory then above four score 
years of Age^ Lord Charles Somerset, the sixth son 
of the Marquis, his daughter, the Countess of Gla- 
morgan, Sir Philip and Lady Jones, of Tre'-Owen, 
Dr. Bailey, and Commissary Gwillim ; together with 
four Colonels, eighty-two Captains, sixteen Lieu- 
tenants, six Cornets, four Ensigns, four Quarter- 
masters, fifty-two Esquires and Gentlemen, with 
about seven hundred common men. (Vid. Rush- 
worth, in whose collection the correspondence dur- 
ing the siege is, preserved at length.) The officers 
and men, after engaging not to serve in any way 
against the Parliament, of course mixed with ge- 
neral society ; but the venerable Marquis had held^ 
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too distitiguisli^d a situation to pais nhnmieedi ««i4 
feftd been too d^iAedly Joyal to expect ftcm men 
'vrbo had fled iti the f^ce ^ the first and most im- 
prions d4)ty, arny performance of their profesaiona of 
protection. Under m false pretext that lie liad 
violated the iartides of cffpitidation, they ^comntiifted 
h\m to the castody of the Black Rod. The treats 
merit he received after he had suttendered bis per«. 
«oii and property to t^he Fkrliament, ^eems ta have 
inade a stronger itnpres^ion oin kt$ remind, af»d more 
afFected his spirits than all the pifoumstanceB besfd^. 
that attended hns ^d reverse of fortune, |lis bar^ 
fate bp pathcticallvv laments in one of bis apophh 
thegms, A few hpurs bc?fore he died, Te6ccdnj| 
tipon the articles that be had wavted vipon the s«nv 
render of the castle, •^ Ah J Dr. JB^aiiey, (said he>) if 
I had made qse of the articles wiit<:h yoi^ had pro.- 
€ured in my heh»lf, I had not now ticen so ^ear the 
end of my li^ and the beginning cf my bappineiii. 
I fofWQk life} liberty, and est^f^te, which I might 
have ba^, and threw myself upon their mercy; inrhich, 
•when I bad <iQne> if to seiee upon aH n^ goods, t6 
pull down my house, to seU tny dictate, and to semi 
up lor such a weak ^body as mlrne^ was^^ en^ble4 
by diseases, in the dead of wiiiter, and in the winter 
-of my age, te pitreifid^ — ^'^i^/ ar(i M^j^ v^^^e ffifrcksi 
i^re so pruelf^ Neither <io I expect that they fhod^ 
'Stop at all this, for J fear rhey will |)ersccute cue after 
death, You tell me tl^t when I am dead, jo\x wift 
petition parliament for money to b^ry me^thei^w^ 
they appoint t^t^se who will dispose of £he time and 
matmer of my bu rial \ dnd ^^ou shall see (being it ia 
ao nearthe good time) that they' will cause me to be 
buried according to tbe directory, in spight of Christ^ 



Marquis of Smersii. ^ 801 

mu Day, upon Christmas/' And, as thougb he ha4 
fcten eiulowe4 with a profA^ic spirit, they actually 
jdidso. 

In oontemphittiig these ruins, and the extraordi«- 
nary events oonnocted with them, the mind takes a 
aomisrc cast, looks on the present and reflects on 
the past ; contrasts the magntiioenpe of the build* 
ing with the present ruins, and the greatness of its 
former pn^rietors with the hapless /ate of its last 
most n^le oocopant^ The stupendous towers in 
ruins; the walls lying iq mouldering heaps; the 
clinging ivy preserving some of its ornaments from 
Ailing; the ^tensive iisb poqds turned intomea*^ 
ilows ; and the parks, once abounding with herds of 
red and fellow deer, now dispersed and converted 
Into diffident iarms, furnish strpng ideas of the va«r 
pity and transitory nmiire pf all earthly state and 
greatness : an4 to se^ the possessor, after living for 
years surrounded by wealth, and in the very ssenith 
of power, suddenly dragged from his seat, his pro- 
perty confiscated, himself imprisoned, and, when 
<lead, obliged to tk^ hand of charity to bury him^ 
^an it hut remind us, in language the most forcible, 
pf the instability of all benoath the sun ? 

Wibether we view this noUeman as 'the hero or 
the Christian, his character demands the highest 
fespect and veneration* Though so hardly pressed 
in a castle not calculated for much defence^ he de-r 
fended it to the la$t e«tren\ity^ till there wa^ no pro-r 
vender "for the horses, and tli.e powder was reduce4 
to the last barrel ; and thcr^ obtained terms whicK 
are seldom granted but whoa thp besiegers (qqx the 
length and difficulty of the siege. Though he pos-^ 
fes^^d i^^ ver^ am^le decree th.e con&i^QQ ^^ 
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friendship of his. Majesty, and treated the Kit^ 
while at R^gland with all possible respect, ^yct he 
never forgot the duty he owed to the dignity of his 
own mind, by sacrificing his opinions at the expense 
of truth. . His wisdom and experience he ofttimes 
communicated to his Majesty ; who, though he re- 
ceived them with admirable temper, as . knowing 
{hey proceeded from the most disinterested regard 
for his person iiod welfare, yet profited. but little by 
the instruction. Without judgmtot * himself, and 
too unstable to adopt the judgment of others, he fell 
a sacrifice to wavering imbecility. If we view the 
Marquis in the trying hour of adversity, the page of 
history, does not present a character from whose con- 
duct a more striking example of Christian, fortitude 
can be drawn, or a more useful lesson learned of 
humility and resignation. He is gone; but, though 
dead, yet speaketh. He has, besides ^his philoso- 
phical works, left us a book of apophthegms, as a 
guide for our conduct through life, which in point 
of solid piety, sentiments laying the foundation of 
earthly happiness, and inculcating a perfect con- 
formity to the divine will in the station his provi- 
dence has assigned us, are not inferior to the ce- 
lebrated precepts of the Lord Treasurer Burleigh. 

Thus, my friend, have I led you through a 
varied country, highly interesting for its multifari- 
ous productions, and still more so from its intimate 
connection with the page of history ; a theatre, on 
which have figured the greatest characters, the best 
and the worst that have everadorned or disgraced man- 
kind ; where independence struggled for ages with 
violence and oppression, and liberty bid defiance to 
the vassals of despotism ; where religion in her na^ 
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tive purity first established her seat, and exerted her 
benign influence : afterwards became obscured and 
disgraced by the follies of superstition, and regaining 
her primitive lustre, became again debased and cor- 
rupted by the reveries of enthusiasm. I doubt not 
but you have received pleasure, if not instruction, 
from traversing such varied scenery. Respecting 
myself, I can say I have not only experienced de* 
light, but, I trust, learnt a number of useful le8Son8» 
hoih of gratitude and morality. Passing the ruiat 
of Strygil Castle,* about half-way between Kaglattd 
and Chepstow, we bade adieu to the Principality, by 
crossing the Severn at Beachly Ferry. Grateful tor 
the pleasures we had received, and the hospitality 
we had experienced, I most cordially exclaimed : 

'•' Fair scenes, ye lend a pleasure long unknowa 
To him who passes weary on his way. 
The farcwei tear, which now he turns to pay. 
Shall thank you ; and whene'er of pleasures flowa 
His heart some long-lost image would renew. 
Delightful haunts! he will remember you.*' BoioleL 

I remain ever Yours, J. £• 

* This, by some writers^ has been confounded with Chep- 
stow, and by others with Caldecot. The few walls lefi are apon 
a rising ground in the forest of Wcntwood^ commanding the 
ancient road from Chepstow to South Wales. Accordirg to 
Doomsday Book it was built by William Fitz Osborne, £irl of 
Hereford j but according to 'Hanmer*s Irish Chronicle, by GiU 
bert Strodgbow, Earl of Ogie. It is called Castell Glyn Istrigut 
near the river of that. name, which falls a little below int) the 
Uslce, between Bryn Byga and Caefleon. It was the property 
of the Clares, who took the title of Earls Strigil and Chef stow 
and Lords of Ogie. 



'x 



9f^ OtoUgml Sju/m of i^viH* 

lETTBR XK 
GENERAL OBSERVATIOJfg. 

IN traversing Wales, the first thing that strife 
die Observing traveller is the inequality of the ivnv 
face, the constant repurrence of elevation and de« 
^piession, nnountains and vailies, and the varied con<^ 
tour these form firom their paratMjsm or obliquitjr^ 
^e tJirrection of inouniaiDS^ or the beeriDg tfaej 
lasmsime in their extension^, is a subject tbiity till 
lately, puzzled the wisest geolq^st«^ 7ti€ learned 
Kirwan has however happily proved, that they are 
not fortuiiow in the bearing they take, ^it range 

. from north to south, east to west, or in a ^in0 inclin- 
ing to one of these ; which he satisfactorily accounts 
for, on the existence of two currents opposing each 
other at right angles, the one from east to west, the 
other from north to SQiuh : the farmer the course of 
the tides, and the latter the waters tending toward* 
4he vafst abyss, formed in tbp vtoinity of ithe iK>uth 
^and perhaps of tlie north) pole. Xh6$e currenibs be 

. supposes existed in^the chaotic ^nd diluvian seasj 
and from jthe antediluvian mo^ntain$ thea fotfTnedj^ 
anocber phenomenon arose at the deluge, ^till ob- 
jcrwablc through, the habitable globe : i. e. •^ Th% 
^iform escarpmenfy or ihequalify <^ ^eclivityy n^ick 
Sides ^f mountuins exhihity according Iq ^le bearing oj^ 
If heir aspect on the differ enj^ points of the cmp^ss. 
For these must have opposed, during ihfe decline of 
the flood, a considerable obstacle to the nr^ptipn o^^ 



tucli a^uid as water. The motion of the fluH beV 
Jtvg diminished, would be disposed to deposit itsi 
contents on that flank where the opposition occurred, 
^on the eastern side of the bearing from north to 
«outhj ^nd on the qorthem side of thai from east tQ 
west. 

The QbservatiQM of travellers lead to these twq 
positions;^ and the table land in Engkad^^ Scotlandj^ 
And Wales corroborates the same. . 

If you extend your view from the most northerly 
of the Schetland Isfl^s to the Grampian Hills ;.fron| 
them to the Peak ; frotn the Peajc *o the Ridgeway 
in W&rwipkshire ; from that over the CSotSrWold Hills 
to Maryborough Downs ; and thence over Salisbury 
Plain, tiil it terniinate in the abrupt cliffs on the 
^oast of H[ant8, the first position will be confirmed ; 
and the second, not only from tlie appcaratice of a 
•Ehore easy declinatipn on t1>e eastern side, but the 
^fiict that the principal rivers take an easterly dfrec- 
lion to the sea^ The 5pey, Tay, Tyne, Trent, and 
Thames run in aq easterly course. The rivers on 
^he western side are short in their course, princr- 
pally the Mersey and the Dee ; and the Severn may 
1)e considered as an exception to the rule, running 
from K. W. to S.E, The mountains of Wales 
genemlly range from north ea^t to south west, and 
^hey also elucidate the doctrine ci regiilar direction, 
Bndialmost uniform escarpment. 

There are three principal ridges, and each ob-, 
serves the same directions. The first is the Snow-, 
idon Chain, commencing at Penmaen bach, near 
<I!onway, and terminating in the abrupt cliffs of 
Haerlech. The second is the Cader Chain, taking 
its rise in the Ferwyn moiintainSi which bound the 
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va!c of Tanad, and terminating near Towyn. The 
third n>ay be considered as commencing at the Gaer, 
near Brecknock, and terminating in the Pcrcelly^ 
near Fishguard. The escarpment, or most abrupt 
declivity of all these, is on the north-western side, 
and their declivities on the south-eastern side. . Par- 
ticular^ hills have anomalous escarpments, arising 
from earthquakes, debris, or elapsion of strata, dis^ 
integration from accumulating enclosed waters^ 
called dwrw doer, and other causes. These, as 
they form different angles, have different escarp^ 
ments; but the most accessible side is generally 
towards the soufi. 

The secondary, or Fiotz Mountains, as they arc 
termed, accompany both tsscarpment and declivity, 
but chiefly the south western or declining side. 
These verify a remark of Saussure, (Voyages dans 
les Alpes), that in the more extensive chains of 
mountains the exterior ridges arc of lime, the next 
schistose rocks, the next what are termed primitive 
stratified rocks ; and the primitive .unstratified rocks, 
consisting of the granites and granitels, occupy the 
highest station. 

These are distinguishable by the peculiarity of 
their form, as well as by their relative position. 
The granite mountains are steep, the escarpment 
forming a less acute angle with the plane of the 
horizon, and generally terminating in craggy sum- 
mits bare of verdure. 

The schistose rocks are less »teep, inferior in height, 
and the most elevated parts form a waving outline, 
depressed often in the centre, and rising towards 
each extreme. 

The lime and sandstone hills fall subordinate to 
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the slate. The first generally rise gradually at onef 
extremity, and terminate abruptly at the other; 
this form they assume when irr compact limestone, 
but when they arc changing into shale, they gc- 
Derally assume the schistose fbrm« The sand hilb 
are rounder and broader than the lime; but as they 
intermix with calcareous earth, ip what is termed 
hrashy they more resemble the limestone hills. 

The superior or primitive unstratified mountains 
principally consist of granite, gneiss, whinstone, and 
various porphyries/ so valued by the ancients for 
obel iskSj columns, statues, &c. 

The primitive stratified rocks consist of granite!, 
mica, feldspar^ schistose phorphyry^ serpentine ia 
large blocks, micaceous schistus interspersed by 
veins of quartz, hornblende slate, &c« 

The slate, or first fiotz, are formed of micaceous 
flchistus, scbislus, shale, and schistose clay. 

The lime strata abound with a variety of mar- 
bles, flags, and other paving stone^ till its nature is 
changed by passing into calcareous silex and free- 
stone. 

The origin pf mountains and the various appear^ 
ances of the globe, have formed a theme of con* 
tention amongst both ancient and modern phik>so« 
phers. Contending theorists have Successively de- 
molished each other's superstructure, and every 
systetn, which has been opposite to that pf the 
divine philosopher, has soon evinced the instability 
of its foundation. The appearances both of this 
varied country, as well as North Wales, correspond 
with those in most parts of the earth to favour the 
Neptunean rather than the Volcanic system. 

That this earth was pnce under water^ and that 






Bubsf quent to the exiisiencc of an animal tf6at]c(ii| 
is evicknt from the moBt thdobiiable facts, still vtsr- 
We both above and bicncath the surfecCi The pri- 
mitive rocks otily being disriiptied^ and in part dia^ 
tolvedj still exhibit isigns of tht^rr primaeval origin ; 
while on the secondary tnountains and hills, and in 
the strata of the plain and mot^e bumble vale^ aa 
ievidently appear the subsidenciea of dissolved mat* 
Itr. 

Of this Universal submersiot^i arid cotiseqUent 
•obsklency, in addition to a variety of proofs ad^^ 
duced> is the ejt^al ailoitnent of desliviiies towarda 
the two cardinal points, and the nature of the de- 
poshions : those in the primary stratified modntaios 
con^sting of the Pelasgi, or stich animals as live 
only in very deef^ and those in the secondary moan« 
takts, bills, &c. such as are known to occupy shal- 
low waters : and these are found also in the tinds of 
iiarth most soltd^le in xvat^r. 

If we ascend the highest mountains, irt shaft 
ibere discover irot only large blocks af stone^ but 
beaps of rounded pebbles, sands^ &Ci lying in all 
directibns ; these too consisting of heterogeneous 
aabstances to those composing the mountains ofi 
^bich they lie^ The pebbles are of all sizes^ 
rounded exactly like those we find on the sea^shore i 
fewer and larger as we approach the superior eleva- 
tions, and smaller and more nurherous as we descend 
lower down; agreeable to what, in tbe case of 
tiotently agitated subsiding Waters^ must be ex«^ 
^pected to take, place : as the longer they were sus- 
))eiiided, and the further (hey were carried^ the 
greater would be the effects produced by commit 
UtttioB and attrition* 
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If we flttetkl to tbe secondary mouiitainsi at^d tb« 
varioiia» strata tbere^ we shall find imbedded boch 
plants and animals ; and, in many cases^ not only 
their form^ but their substance preserved ; cfntird 
plants, ferns, &c. fragrments of wood^ Stctn the scAis^ 
i0se strata, hare at times been discovered^ That tbey 
a^e not ao frequent might be accounted for from th<f 
foregoing observation } for on the retiring of tbo 
Waters^ the inhabitants of tbe ocean, if living, wotild 
Mturally retreat with the waters ; and if dead, their 
remains, as light bodies, would consequently be car-^ 
ried to the greater distafice, and take the eiteriof 
station, as observation proves they do. Nay, upon 
tbe general law of attraction (of cohesion), or rather 
chymical affinity, would not homogeneoos bodies in 
fnany instances apply themselves to each other } 
Where, therefore, should we expect to find the ex* 
Dviid» of marine animals, and tbe skeletons, and bones 
of others, composed as they are of calcareous matter ^ 
but where they ane found in abundance, imbedded 
in almost every species of calcareous strata ? ^hund-^ 
anee sufficient to convince us, that nothing short 
of an animated world destroyed, and for the roost 
part, if not wholfy, dissohed^ could have left such ir- 
refragaUe signs of previous tod extensive ammation^ 
The very existence of lime has been adduced by 
some as a positive proof of submersipn \ deducing 
the origiti of all calcareous matter from animaliia^ 
tiom There does tiot, however, appear sufficient eyi- 
' dence for such a conclusion ; if it did not militate 
against the -prerogative of the Creator, in giving too 
much to created beings as the creators of new mat- 
ter# Wbpn Dr^ Hutton asserts^ i» bis Theory of the 
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Earth, that the globe is composed of near one. fourth 
part calcareous substance, startled at the singular po- 
sition, we ask for proof? As far as we have been able 
to collect, the ntost accurate and extensive observa-** 
tion flatly gives it a contradiction. Equally unfound- 
ed, and still, more absurd, is the making testaceous 
animals creators of such a prodigious quantity 9f mat- 
ter. The reverse may be more safely asserted, be- 
cause abundantly proved; ih^t the icalcareous matUr 
served for their formation. As weH might we sup- 
pose, because we frequently find numbers of snails 
and shells in the neighbourhood of old walls, com- 
posed of limestone and mortar, that these were form- 
ed by the humble reptile : Or, to be more agree- 
able to the dignity of the subject, that the towering 
cliffs on the south coast of Walqs originated from the 
diminutive crab that crawls beneath them ! 

It is evident that these animals found the calca- 
reous matter which their exuviae contain, in the ante- 
diluvian seas : as we now discover it, though in a sus- 
pended state, in the ocean ;* and in a mixed state on 
land, which these testaceous tribes collect, and or- 
ganize, by a wonderful instinct, into those portable 
habitations we call shells. - The recent discoveries of 
the extensive rocks of coral, and coralline are a most 
convincing illustration. 

These abundant tokens of the present world hav- 
ing been submerged, have been attempted to be ac- 
counted for in a variety of ways, all of which may be 
refe/red to the agency of fire, or of water. 

* That quantities of calcareous matter exist in a suspended 
or fiuid state in the ocean, is apparent to the benses from the 
quantity separated in the process of manufacturing sAa salt. 
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The Theory of BujfFoti, which has been modified 
by Hutton^ supposes that mountains^ islands; &c. 
h^ve been formed by the expansive force of subter- 
raneous fires, assisted from above by an enormous 
iqcredible force of compi^ession ; and the illustration 
is taken from solitary facts, such as the existence of 
lava, and other volcanic productions, thinly scattered 
over the surface of the earth, and the appearance of 
a new island called Lipari. But both the inclina* 
tion and nature of the strata oppose to such a theory 
the most formidable objections. The strata would, 
under the idea of elevation from expartsive fires, 
have been lifted in all directions, forming endless 
angles with each other, and never assuming any thing 
like uniformity of bearing or fnclination. Whereas 
the reverse is the fact Much less should we, as we 
do, frequently meet with extensive strata in the 
plane of the horizon. Besides, if such ,a heat once 
generally existed, the marine exuviae would have been 
anxorphous, reduced to lime ; the soft argillaceous 
strata would have been indurated ; those of fetunse, 
or. quartz, semi-vitrified ; the coal an alkali ; and the 
lime a calx. The extreme scarcity of volcanic pro- 
ductions rejiders it highly improbable, and if they 
had been sufficiently numerous to effect the work, 
the earth, instead of what it is, would have been one 
grand slag ; stratum super stratum, as we at present . 
discover in the vicinity ofVesuvius and iEtna. And 
further, on this hypothesis it is necessary to call in an 
incredibh imaginary power into existence, to produce 
effects, which 'the operation of visible and allowed 
causes, daily experience shews, is inadequate to ac- 
complish, Jrtovv much more natural and easy the 
Mosaic account therefore, that the windows of hea- 
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ven were opened, the fountains of tho^ great deep 
broken up ; and by a suspension of the general ]awf 
of nature, whether of levity, and gravity, lor repuU 
^ ftion and compression, the waters covered the wholo 
earth ; and by the appointment of the same laws 
they again resumed their wonted limits. 

It .is too common, I know, to prefer the specula** 
tiohs of philosophers * to the testimony of the scrip«* 
tores ; and the reveries of such men as BufTon and 
Hutton to the writing of Moses. But it shoald be 
remembered^ that Bufibn was the pliant disciple of 
Voltaire^ a professed atheist; that Hutton laboured 
to demonstrate the eternity of the world; and the 
Hebrew legislator was influenced by Divine Inspi« 
ration. 

It is no subject of wonder to the Christian, that the 
pride and arrogance so natural to man should affect 
the closet self-sufficient philosopher, and induce hiitt 
to propagate his impious speculations, which not ontjr 
tend^ to dishonour God, and annihilate a belief in bis 
existence, but to, dissolve tlie bonds of social order, 
and thus rob us of the sweetest endearments of bu^ 

* These vatn and ridieulQUft attempts to undermiae the trotb 
Qf Revelatioii> ^riiig to my recoUeclioa a rorerte of th« gmt m-^ 
tronoraer Dr. HaUey. After puzading bitmeif to oo useful pur- 
pose about the variations of the needle, and drawing up tables of 
the variatiions of the variations, he turned his atteiition to devise 
a Theory of the Earth. Having assumed the untenable prin- 
ciple> that the sea awes ita saltnesa to the salina matt^ waa^ 
^ down by rainsi and conveyed bjp rWers^, &g. ha than bboBi^ 
to prQVf , that as the sqa loaes its waters by evaporation^ it moat 
gradually become Salter. And then concludes,- if the increment 
for any given time could be ascertained^ it would give, a theorem 
for the age of the Wdiid^ which l» siippoMs musA oUhr thai ike 



maa society 1 Nay^ after endeairouring to deprive us 
of our birtb-rigbt, the parental protection of the 
Deity^ the unspeakable love of bid inoarnate Son> tbe 
assistance and comfort of tbe Holy Spirit^ and tbe 
hope of our inestimable inberitance, Wbat do tbey 
offer us in return for sucb concession ? Notbing* 
You must not wonder, tberefore, if I turn, not only 
with disgust, but with horror, from such philoso- 
phers, who, though palpably convicted of inability, 
ere ever labouring to enlist pur reason under tbe ban < 
ners of scepticism ; though continually beaten, yet 
are as constantly rallying, and with their old objec- 
tions often refuted, and new vamped, again attacking 
. tbe impregnable fortress of ti^uth.* And finding, 
as I do, the appearances of nature correspond with 
the sacred narrative, I leave such vain and groundless 
reveries, and remain an adherent to the divine phi^^ 
losopby. To act otherwise, would be to place mf 
high regard for Evidence a^ stake, involve in uncer- 
tainty my brightest views, and drown my inestimable 
hope in the dark abyss of despair. 

With pleasure I turn to a subject which, while- it 
strikingly evinces the providential goodness o( God^ 
loudly calls for the industry, and gratitude of man. 

Nearly the whole of these varied elevations abound 
with tbe most useful mineralst The primitive moun-* 
tains in mass contain none hitherto discovered^ but 
they often, in trapping into the stratified mountain!^ 



* Vld. Woodward, Jones, Colcot, Whitehurst, Williams, De 
Lac, and Kirw«n ; especially in his Geological Essays, and his 
learned observations on the proofs of the Huttoaka Theory. 
(Mefidoira Hi I. A* Y.Tiii.) 
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exhibit immense rocks of quartz^ both the diapha-* 
nous as well as the opaque. -^The fornier is doubt- 
less the petunse of the Chinese, the desirable un- 
known ingredient in the compo^tion of china, 
and which gives it the admired senii-transparency. 
And the latter might be advantageously substituted 
for chertz and flint in the English potteries, as it is 
in those of France; Copper is fdund in the primitive 
stratified rocks, particularly whin and hornstone ; as 
at Pont Aberglaslin, and Llanberris, Caernarvonshire ; 
and in black and grey chertz, and schistose hornblende, 
at Paris Mountain, Ahglesea.. Native copper has 
at times been found, butin small quantities. The ords 
of both are chiefly micaceous, or sulphats, or sulphu- 
rets of copper. And those of Caernarvon are supe^ 
rior to those of Anglesea ; the former yielding from 
eight to ten per c6nt. of copper ; and some of ' the 
latter so little, as only to be worked for the sulphur. 
They have, however, quantities of sulphat of copper 
in solution, which, being precipitated by iron, yields 
from forty to fifty per cent, and is known under the 
•name of ziment copper. 

The schistose rocks abound with ores of lead, co- 
bah> zinc, &c. Lead is generally found in a matrix 
of calcareous spar, as at Llangannoy, Montgomery- 
shire ; and most of the mines in Cardigan, and Caer- 
marthen. The ores are galsfena, cubical and stel- 
lated, the latter ofwhichcontainsa.quantity of silver, 
and is, from its brilliant appearance, called granulated 
steel ore ; the former diced, or potters* ore, because 
used in the glazing of various kinds of earthen ware. 
Of this valuable metal there are rich mines ia the 
counties of Flint, Montgomery, and Caermarthen ; 
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but the principal are in Cardiganshire. Indeed 
this county may be considered as one of the most 
extensive and richest mining fields in Britain. 

Calamine has been found in schistose' rocks, ac- 
companied by quartz, at Llangunnog and Craig- 
yn-wyn mines in Montgomeryshire; cobalt at Da- 
ran Vawr; and blende, ^n ore of zinc* called bv the 
miners blind ore^ abundantly in the other lead mines 
ofardigan. 

But the schistose rocks supply us with anothet 
mineral, superior in the cheap and elegant roofing it 
affords to that of lead. It is generally denominated 
Cornish tile ; because originally procured from that 
county. But there are extensive slate hills, both in 
North and South Wales, which furnish slates equal 
in quality to those of Westmorland, or Cornwall. 
The principal quarries that have been opened are in 
Caernarvon, Cardigan, and Montgomery. (For an 
account of the manufacture at the principal quarries^ 
* Vid. Tour in North Wales.) In viewing these works, 
a geological fact' will strike you, that corresponds 
with the doctrine of uniform though unequal de- 
clivity. The slates are al\yays observed coarsest in 
their texture on the northern or north western sides 
of the ridges, and less so on the southern and south- 
eastern sides, growing finer as they approach the 
Limestone hills, in which we discover copper, lead, 
calamine, iron, coal, and marble. The copper is for 
the greater part carbonat of copper, or green and 
blue malachites; as those of Llandudno, near the 
Ormashead in Caernarvonshire ; Llannymynech in 
Montgomeryshire; and specimens T discovered in 
1801,. near Mynydd Cyfer in Caermarthenshire. 
The lead ores are laminated potters' ore, or fibrous 
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steeled ores, as those of Llanymynech, Hblywell, 
tind Talybont. The calatnine accompanies the lead 
sometimes collaterally, but frequently overlaying it, 
as it is seen on Mendip hills, Somersetshire. 

Iron, the most precious, because the most useful 
of the minerals, is by the bounty of Providence 
largely spread over the face of the earth ; and no 
where in greater plenty than in those favoured Bri- 
tish isles, which the great LinnS ingenuously styled, 
" Punctum saliens in vitello orbis/* It is so abund- 
ant in South Wales, that to describe where it has 
alre«ndy been found, or evident marks of its existence, 
would be to give a topographical description of the 
country. Several species of ore are discovered, as 
blood stone, red hematites, kidney ore, or compact 
brown iron stone ; grey ore, or black iron stone ; 
bog ore, or swampy iron ore of Kirwan; with a va- 
riety of sulphurated and arsenicated ores under the 
denomination of pyrites. But the kidney, and grey 
ores are the most frequent ; and hematites the least 
so. It is an obvious remark, that wherever irdn is 
discoverable, coal is not far distant, either underlay* 
ing it, or in collateral strata. This eligible substitute 
fot ligneous fuel is found in every county of the 
principality except Cardigan, ^Merioneth and Caer- 
narvon ; and time perhaps will discover that it is 
not wanting in these. So plentiful is it in the four 
southernmost counties, that it is only to. sink in cer- 
tain directiods to find it : and the symptoms on the 
surface, and the method of trying, called boring, ge- 
nerally adopted, the adventurer need not be appre- 
Jiepsive about the ultimate success. 

The coal sometimes underlays the limestone, or, 
as the workmen term H^ has a limestone roof; but 
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most frequently it lies to tbe northern or southern 
side of a limestone ridge : and when two of these 
ridges inclose a vale^ or tract of low land^ it may 
certainly be inferred} that coal is there included. A 
£ict that may lead to new discoveries and greater 
certainty on this subject, I'shall briefly state, premis*- 
ing that at a future period I may furnish the public 
with fuller information* Through Sojiith Wales^ 
two lincsi nearly parallel, of calcareous matter run in 
an easterly direction from St. George's Channel across 
the whole of the country ; and they are accompanied 
tbe whole of the way by two similar lines of coal 
strata. Both these are not always visible together, 
but often where the coal grasses^^ the limestone dips^ 
wA vice versa« Cioais have been found at Talbery, 
at Johnston, Frestope, Picton, JefFreston, and Begel- 
leymi Pembrokeshire; thence keeping on the 
southern side of the Limestone ridge to tbe beach ;. 
it is observable at low water at the mouth of the 
Towy, forming part of the bar of that river ; thence 
passing thrpugh the upper part of Caermarrhensbire^ 
Brecknock, and Monmouth, and it crosses over the 
Severn to Kingswpod collieries, near Bristol. 

The otherlies near the limestone, commencingnear 
Williamston, passing S;^nder8foot near Tenby, it 
there with the limestone takes the water; then 
crossing the peninsula of Gqwer, it again dips in the 
bay of Swansea, appears ncarKinfig, reachesCaerphyU 
]y ; then passing n^r Newport in Monmouthshire, 
it crosses the Severn ^, and takes the same direc-' 
tion through the upper part of Somersetshire^ to tbe 



* i. e. a{>peBrs near the 9axhx»^*^f also niezms to iocUne 
towards thecenlre of the earth. 



408 " • Origin of Coal . 

south of Bristol^ as far as Poulton and Kadstock. In 
this bearing these veins, or rather lines, might be 
traced further; and, on the western side, through se- 
veral of the more southerly counties of Ireland. This 
will form a clue to other lines of coal, &c. in the 

« 

stratified mountains throughout the kingdom. 

Various opinions have been espoused respecting the 
origin of this vegetable substance. Some have advan- 
ced, that it owes its origin to the combination of dif- 
ferent earths with bituminous matter ; and the quan- 
tity of petroleum contained in coal fields and the adja- 
cent strata, favours such a conjecture. Others as stre- 
nuously contend for its vegetable origin^ and hav6 ad- 
duced as proofs, the fibrous texture of some coals, and 
the very grain of the wood with which eadh variety was 
jcomposcd. Indeed the vegetable origin of coal in 
a great degree cannot be doubted, unless we resist 
the plainest evidence ; for the properties and pro- 
ducts of both are analogous. Bituminous matter 
(tar) is obtainable from both, during combustion, 
according to their specific gravities, or nearly so; 
and alkaline salts with other heterogeneous earths 
result from both, when combustion has ceased. The 
quantity of vegetable matter thus converted into coal, 
tlie depth at which it is found, and the inclination of 
the strata, all point out the agency of water, and as 
it were, refer us to the antediluvian forests dissolved 
by the flood, and consolidated by other petrifying 
substances. It does not however follow but that 
much of the bituminous matter might, in the sepa- 
- ration, have attached to earthy substances ; and thus 
give a colouring to the other opinion. The slaty 
and hlind coal are specimens in point: the one car- 
bon destitute of bitumen ; and the other, a portion ' 

9 
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combined with stone. However these in conjunc- 
tion are an additional argument for the Neptanean 
system. ~ 

In adverting to the subterraneous treasures, we are 
naturally led to the mode of their realization, and 
the jBBra of their discovery. The Britons, it is pro-* 
bable, owed much to their first invaders, the Romans ; 
both with respect to the uses of minerals, and the 
working of mines. Copper appears to have been an 
object of pursuit to that intelligent people, as remains 
of smeking furnaces and cakes of this metal with Ro-* 
man letters, and the imperial stamp, have been found 
in various places. Calamine, the cadmia of the an- 
cients, must at that time have been known, because 
Essential to the composition of brassand orichalchum^ 
with which most of their instruments discovered in 
this isle appear to have been made. 

Lead mines also were worked by that people, and 
silver extracted from the ore. Traces of which have 
been observed both in North and South Wales; 
specially in the counties of Flint and Cardigan. 

Iron appears to have been known to our early an- 
. cestors, prior to the invasion of Julius Caesar. Mines 
of this metal were opened, according to the Imperial 
author, apd worked by the Belgae (Vid. Comment. 
Jul. Cae^.). Some opened, others would soon be 
discovered ; and a considerable manufacture of iron 
before the reign of Tiberius, was established in this 
island. (Vid. Strabo.) The iron money they passed 
proves that they were apquainted with the art of 
smelting, coining, &c. The trade was considerably 
furthered by the Romans, but they were not in pos- 
session of the art of extracting all the metal from the 
ore ; . a9 many beds of cinders in different parts of 
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the eoontry abandantly shew. Tboueamts of loads 
are to be seen in diflfercat p$rt» of the forest of 
Dean, &c. ; and attempts were lately made, with 
tarred siieeess, of fesmeltmg thtse at tfait foandenes 
of Tintern ami Llaniogo. 

Coals, Mr. Penrtant ^ays^, were knowrralso before 
the arriyal of the Romans ; that the Britons had a 
mme for them (GpIo), which the latter bad not % and 
as a proof he ackluces n flint asce, the usual infltru'* 
ment of the Aborigines, found stuck in a vein ^ 
coat^ at Craig y Farey M^nmouthhire^^ 

Of this early discovery of coal little can be said, 
beeanse less is known ; but it is well known that the 
wnefters of ancient tittles made use of wood only in 
tbeir operations, as appears from the rciiques of tbeir 
smelting hearths. Nof' ifi it likely, when labour 
was confined to necessary wants, that bad tbey 
known of this combustible substance, they would 
liave dug for it, while they were so amply supplied 
with one on the surface by the extensive woods. 
Hume assigns the discovery to the thirteenth cen- 
tury, and with some reason, as history is ailcnt res- 
pect'mg such a substance; and in the twelfth and 
thirteentji, public mention is made of it in the 
Acta Regia of England and Scotland, (Vid- Arnot'a 
Hist. Edinburgh) If the discovery was not very 
remote, the progress of its introduction was very 
i^low ; even after wood became a scarce and dear 



* Wbe^ier coals were known as a useful fuel to .the Bomaiift 
y^ife, have no authentic account, but it is certain they were knows 
fbree centuries before the time of Julius Caesar. (Vtd. Tbeophras-^ 
tes. a-ip A»fe«^»/it V, in bis description of what was aftifwarda called 
it*t Thaman stone.) 
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article of fuel. The smoke* arising from mineral 
coal was deemed pernicious in the beginning of the 
sixteenth century, and it is less iljan two hundred 
years since it came into use in London. At that 
time two small vessels were sufficient for the coal 
trade, and now several thousand sail of shipping 
are insufficient ; and the annual consumption of 
London alone amounts to upwards of 1000,000 of ^ 
chaldrons ! 

It is stated by the early historians, that mine* 
rak)gy and mining were objects of attention among 
the Saxons ; and that they made use of le.id in sheets 
for roofing most of their ecclesiastical or magnificent 
buildings. The roof of Landisfcrn church, built 
\)y Bishop Eadbert, A. D. 651, and York Minster, 
built by Wilfred, were both covered uith lead, as 
we are informed by Bede. That mines were con- 
sidered of some importance during the Norman, 
9nd the succeeding dynasty, or Saxon line restored, 
is evident from the various grants made to different 
persons, and laws enacted wfth regard to this species 
of property. In the reign of Edward I. a tenth of 
all profits arising from mines in Wales, was di- 
rected to be paid to the churches of the principality* 
But little could be expected in such times, when 
the narrow policy of Government threw every ob-- 
-fitacle in the way of the adventurer, and every sub-^ 
sequent statute contained an 'additional discourage- 

* This ftct shews that collieries were almost as early ppened 
in Wales as in England : for it is reported that the Lord Chan*- 
cdlor Burleigh, in the reign of Elizabeth, used to have the coalf 
for the use of his house by water from Pembrokeshire, becaufift . 
Ihe^e in combu^^ion emitted less smpke thau those imported Uvm 
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ment to mining speculations : for, besides the exaction 
of a ninth for the exchequer,* and a tenth for the' 
holy church, it does not appear that the owner of 
the ground, in case the mine was discovered in pri- 
vate property, was permitted to have any share in 
the profits, till the 5th of Henry VI. A. D. 1426 ! 

Nor was the science of mineralogy or the art of 
mining likely to advance .in an age when miracles 
were admissible in tjie arts, as well as divinity ; and 
the trdnsmutaHon of metals obtained the same im- 
plicit belief as the transubstantiation of the sacra- 
mental elements, and royal protections given to the 
transmuters. (Vid. Rymeri Foedera, v. 6. 68 et 
passim.) These privileges however were viewed by 
the ecclesiastics of the time with a jealous eye, and 
the science of metaphysics was summoned to prove 
that the alchemists were under demoniacal influence, 
and that chemistry and metallurgy wer^ nothing short 
of diabolical arts. To avoid the jealousy of super- 
stition, therefore, when mercury was changed into 
silver and gold, the metal was said by the transmuters 
to be transubstantiated ; and this manoeuvre had the 
desired effect ! 

This most barefaced! and impudent imposture was 
attempted to be revived during the reigns of Eli- 
zabeth and James the First ; and had the clergy of 
that ttme been as well acquainted with other sciences 
as divinity, they need not have had recourse to 
the arm of authority for its suppressipn. It was 
most successfully exposed by Ben Jonson, in his 
admired comedy called the Alchemist. 
• From the departure of the Romans till the reign 
of Elizabeth, the mining importance declined ; the 
jlcnowledge of minerals was almost extinguished ; 
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our weapons oF warfare, swords, knives, stirrups, 
bits, and other useful and ornamental articles down 
to pins, were imported by way of Holland from 
Germany. That Queen, however, laid the founda* 
tion for our present success in mining, and ^all the 
vast manufactures dependent on mineralogy, which 
give us such consequence in the markets of Europe : 
this was efFected by prohibiting the importation of 
metallic articles, and giving due encouragement to 
forefgn miners, smelters, and other artificers in , 
metallic productions, (Vid. Stat. 5th. E, c. 7th.) 
It was at this period that the lead mines which had 
been worked by the Romans were re-opened, and 
new ones discovered ; but, as we before observed, 
it was not till the reign of Charles I. that much of 
consequence was done. According to Schlutter, . 
the lead mines of Flint were not worked till Dr. 
Wright and his associates established a foundery at' 
Halken in 1698; and the copper mines of Paris 
mountain, though supposed to have been known to 
the Romans, were neglected till ihe public spirit of 
Nicolas Bailey brought them into notice. 

If since that time the science of mineralogy has 
made a considerable progress, mining and metallurgy 
appear to have made little or none : a mining ad« 
venture being generally considered a sort of lottery 
in which much might be lost, and much might be 
won ; and that chance, not certaintj^ is the arbi- 
trator of the scheme. According to Pliny, the 
mode of detecting metallic veins was by shoding 
and drifting;* that they sunk shafts^ drove levels 



* Both these methods are still used 5 but much stress is laid 
iipoQ the mysterious power of the bacula diyinatoria, the nature 
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supporting the roof, where necessary; and when 
impeded by water, they were relieved by the use of 
pumps, (Pliny L. 23. C. 4.) It must however be 
grauted that the use of gun-powder is superior to 
the iractaria^ the fire, acids, and pick^axes of the 
Romans ; and the invaluable invention of the steam 
engine for draining the works of water incomparably 
before the best of their hydraulic collection. Ycl 
though this country is so prolific in mineral sub* 
stances, yet, from the neglect of centuries^ and the 
indolence, ignorance, and poverty of the present 
inhabitants, it may be said of its subterraneous trea« 
surcs, " Terras perduntur opes ;'* and although the 
modern discoveries in chemistry have furnished us 
with, much better means of separating the metal 
frotn the heterogeneous substances combined with it 
in the ore, both in the humid and empyreumatic 
way^ diminishing labour and increasing the product^ 
yet metallurgy seems to have made no advance. It 
is far from what it ought to be, a science. The 
artists, who m ade the first discoveries, were in pos* 
session of greater knowledge than those who tamely 
tr€lad in their steps^ without courage to advance a 
step further ; and, however mortifying to our pride^ 
some ages and some countries appear to have beea 
superior to our own. ,But to both these the Welsh 
are almost entirely inattentive ; and strangers^ pro- 
fiting by this inattention^ bear away the prize. Eng- 
lishmen work their minesi conduct their founderies^ 
and only lea f e them the mortification to see that 

and virtncs ot which are seriously detailed in Pryce's Mineral. 
Cornubeinsisj and the most ingenious defence ever set up^ for such 
a ridiculous apptication of a hazel gtick, in Lettttss sur La Mi* 
neralogte^ l^aris 1751. 
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though their country is ricb^ tl^ inhabitants are 
poor; and that genius aixl industry are ^quailj 
requisite to ihe welfare of a country. 

Pudet b«c opprobria nobii 
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£t dici potuisse et non potuisse refeili.'' 

Of persons thus inattentive to the treasures so 
easily obtained^ little must be expected : but it might 
be supposed, though inattentive to subterraneous 
wealth, yet they would be alive to the profitable 
objects upon the surface^ because more obvious to 
the eye of sense. 

I have before adverted to the state of agriculture, 
and pointed out the methods of husbandry, in what 
is considered the worst, and the best county in South 
Wales^ Cardigan and Glamorgan. I have reluc- 
tantly stated the slovenly and unprofitable manner 
in which the labours of the field arc generally con- 
ducted ; and proudly pointed out some striking and 
fconourable exceptions of better practice : but its 
extent is confined, and the instances few. "jThe few 
remarks I shall here subjoin I hope will be taken a$ 
they are meant, as referring to the general husbandly 
of the country ; and therefore all instances of a dii^ 
ferent and more succe^ful method must be ex* 
cepted. 

The Welsh former stumbles on the very threshold. 
His mode of ploughing has neither respect to the 
soil, nor the crop he is going to sow. Though deep 
ploughing is in some soils injurious, yet sballbvr 
ploughmg defeats its own end, that of rendering 
the earth fit for the reception of tlie seed, and the 
radication of the future plants. The fui*row is sel- 
dom more than half turned, by which the growth 
of weeds is encouraged ; and weeding in favour of 
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the artificial crop is never attempted. Indeed for 
want of destroying weeds, particularly annual ones, 
either by fallowing or intervening green crops, the 
superior class of farmers justify the remark, and 
their fields deserve the georgical censure, of the 
Mantuan bard : 

*• Intercunt segetes, subit aspera sylva, 
Lapjpaeque tribulique, interque nitentia culta 
Infelix lollum et steriles dominantur avenac/' 

Georg. i. 152. 

The course of crops is violently outrageous in its 
demands on the pabala of Ihe soil. Wheat is litde 
raised, and other white crops succeed each other, 
till Nature, wearied with the burthen, refuses to 
tjear it any longer; and tired with the numerous 
progeny she has unreasonably been obliged to sup- 
»port, evinces her inability to afford them any further 
sustenance, by starving the family. The land, 
otherwise good, thus reduced to the last stage of 
poverty, exhibits a dreary aspect of dwindling ve- 
getation, as disgraceful to the cultivator as it is 
lamentable to the beholder. 

After thus depriving the land of all its strength, 
the Welsh farmer takes no effectual steps to r^Dair 
the loss, equally ignorant of the means, as of the 
derivable benefits. Rich manures are a scarce com- 
piodity, but attention to sheep folding and the home 
stall would soon supply the deficiency : till these 
two essential points are regarded, recourse tnust be 
had to the natural means of improvement which 
the surface or substratum of the earth affords. • 
^um beakingi from the alkkli afforded in the com- 
l^ustion, for a time produces pleasing effects; but 
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alas! these are faf from permanent, and without 
futwe help fertility Js not to be expected. 

Lime is most generally adopted, because most 
frequently found ; the application of this, however, 
is without the least attention to the nature of the 
soil, or the quality of iht stone. Though an excel- . 
lent substance judiciously used, it is to many soils 
detrimental, unless in very small quantities, as a 
stintuhs for furthering the decomposition of vegeta- 
ble matter. Some limestone also contains a portion 
of magnesian earth, especially that near slate strata, 
which is proved to be highly injurious to vegetation. 
(Vid..Tennant Philos. Trans. 1799.) 

Marlf the marga of the ancients, and so highly 
extolled by the Roman writers, and so successfully 
used by the English farmers, is sparingly adopted by 
the Welsh. This substance so beneficial in its ef- 
fects both to arable and pasture, where the soil is 
calcareous, silicious, or even indurated schistose, 
abounds iqmany places, yet it is almost wholly neg- 
lected. * 

Peat lands, so frequent in Wales, are furnished by 
nature, ever provident for the supply of our* wants, 
with abundance of alabaster or plaister-stone, which 
the American farmers have found a most effectual 
alterative for such loose and spongy soils. 

The general want of upper as well as under 
draining^ is too obvious to pass unnoticed. From 
this circumstance you will often see large tracts of 
fine level land only partially cultivated, being 
ploughed in larger or smaller strips, as the wetness or 
dryness of the land dictates to the plough : the re- 
sidue, geilerally the larger portion, produces rushes, 
segs, and such sour grasses as thrive in water. At- 

Ee 
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tention to this grand point of improvement would 
soon change the face of the country, and lusLuriant 
verdure would succeed to dreary 'sterility. 

If thus remiss in removing superfluous water from 
off the soil, it must not be expected they should be 
assiduous in bringing it on. Those grand conser- 
vatories of grass, water meads, so essential to a 
breeding as well as a feeding country, are little 
known, and less attended to; if they were, the 
numerous barren sleights ^Vould be turned into the 
richest pastures. Nature has in this country formed 
some, and pointed out more. Indeed so numerous 
are the springs amidst the hills, and the rivulets in 
the vales, that nothing is wanting but a little hy- 
draulic information, supported by a little industry^ 
to accomplish so desirable an object of general im- 
piovement. It is by the judicious use of water that 
the meadows in the vicinity of Parma and Lodi, in 
Italy, are rendered so luxuriant, that the cattle are 
said to give cream instead of milk, of which is made 
the Parmesan cheese, celebrated through the mar- 
kets of Europe. 

The prejudices against a rational course of hus- 
bandry are numerous and strong ; nor is there a pro- 
bability of their eradication, but by the introduction 
of a new race, or the reformation of the junior part 
of the present by a better education. 

In this country thistles and saneworts are con- 
sidered as signs of good land ; and a multiplicity of 
weeds serviceable to the future ley. Loose stones 
are looked upon as beneficial to arable crops, and 
accordingly they are carefully preserved while the 
Ipnd is under grass, being laid up in small heaps to 
give room for the grass to grow 5 and again regu* 
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Jarly spread when the land i§ subjected to the plough. 
Wales Is said to be so mountainous and rocky, that 
it is not calculated for corn ; and so subject to rain 
and vapours, that wheat nnust on the average be 
planted with certain loss : and this unphilosophical 
idea we are sorry to see taken up by a respectable 
agriculturist, in his comnnunications to the board of 
agriculture. 

The first of these prejudices prevents the farmer 
from attempting the destruction of his worst enemy, 
lays him under the necessity of sowing a double ' 
quantity of seed, and leaves him the satisfaction to 
see more than half the crop stifled before it arrives 
at maturity, and the future herbage an ill-conditioned 
ley. 

As to the second, how far land more than half 
covered with stones, and the surface bcneathrpre- 
vented the benefits of air and sun, can be equally or 
ijiore productive than land wholly exposed to these 
vivifying influences, is a paradox I cannot solve :* 
perhaps stones thrown on a seed-bed of onions 
would be a solution little favourable to such a theory. 

The third is in a great measure unfounded : 
Wales abounds with plains, val6s, and slopes ac- 
cessible to the plough ; and it is proved by experi- 
ence that a rocky bottom is not a bar to vegetation, 

* This practice has been defended bj the trite observation, 
that long established customs are generally founded in reason : 
if this be not attempting to prove absurdum per absurdius, I 
know not what it is. It is surely rating modern discoveries verf 
low indeed! Then long usage may be pleaded a sufficient 
sanction for any custom^ and prescription as a demonstration of 
truth : thus yielding up the palm of wisdom to the Ignorance of 
antiquity. 

E E 2 
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but often favourable to it^ particularly to farinaceooa 
crops ; nay madder, hops, saffron, &c. that have 
been supposed to require deep^ have been successfully 
tried on shallow soils ; and experience teaches us 
that fruit trees, with the top roots cut off while 
young, flourish better in soils with an indurated 
substratum, their horizontal roots spreading more ; 
and being nearer the surface, are consequently more 
subject to the two powerful causes of fructification^ 
heat and moisture. 

The fourth is taken up from the failure of wheat 
crops in some places, particularly in very wet sea- 
sons, without the support of a single experiment 
fairly made to ascertain the fact. I am sensible it 
will be urged that these failures* have occurred 

* The failures alluded to have perhaps arisen from inattentioa 
tosoil> aspect^ and situation. 

" Nor will she, scorning truth and taste, devote 
To strange and alien soils her seedling stems j 
Fix the dark sallow on (he mountain's brow, 
Or to the moss-grown margin of the lak« 
, Bid the dry pine descend. From Nature's laws . 

She draws her own ; — Nature and she are one." 

Mason» 
Wheats rejoice in a stiff or close soil j barley, rye, and oats 
rn earth of a looser texture ; the roots of plants are perhaps the 
))est guide, (Vid. Mem. R. I. A. v. 8.) How far aspect is con- 
cerned may be learnt from a variety of plants. In a southern, 
one the myrtle, a green-house plant, bears our winters from 50** 
to 54° north latitude j apd in the safmathe tender olive braves the 
Atlantic breeze. Perhaps the temperature is more equal on the 
iea shore, especially when the back ground is more or less 
elevated. Some plants admit of a considerable extent of lati. 
tude, and annuals are more free to range than others. Tobacco, 
JS't. Pierre says, is successfully cultivated beyond the 6l9t degree 
fTofth ; and barley succeeds in the very bosom of the north : 
Finland in this respect equals the plains of Palestine.. Bat 
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where the husbandry has been superior^ and at-^ 
tention paid to a judicious course of crops. But a 
stated course of crops is not the whole of a rational 
system of agriculture : circumstances should be aU 
tended to by the farmer, that will often interfere or 
not arrange with the best course. Perhaps no posi-** 
tive rules for this purpose can be laid down. Some 
soils are naturally prone to grass, and consequently 
should be appropriated to grazing crops, while others 
are better calculated for com. . Inclination of sur* 
face and bearing of aspect are points that should 
not be forgotten. Inequalities are better adapted 
for grass; not because more grass will grow in a 
given extent, but because they are difficult to plough, 
and by their declivities facilitate the escape of ma- 
nures, or prevent a regular distribution, either of 
which are prejudicial to the production of corn. 
North and north-easterly aspects have been found 
from experience ungenial to wheats, while rye, and 
oats grow remarkably well. The sea spr^y and 
strong western gales are highly injurious to wheat ; 
but barley and oats thrive in the very face of both. 

In many of these respects the garden furnishes an 
important lesson, for horticulture is agriculture in 
miniature, and the garden a farm on a smaller scale. 
The horticulturist trenches his land where the strata 
will admit ; by proper manures attempers the soil ) 
crops the land by interchanges adapted to the state 
of the soil; makes choice of different aspects fof 
the various fruits, in proportion as they covet the 

temperature depends also upon clwation, and wheat equally 
refuses a height above 1500 yards from the level x)f the sea, as 
it does a higher latitude than 5-h°. 
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sun or shade ; and for the less hardy plants procures 
a shelter, both from heat and cold. Though perhaps 
gardeners would not make the best farmers, yet a 
careful attention to their plans of vegetable pro- 
duction would tend to enlighten those occupied in 
husbandry. 

Sheepy as they are at present managed, are a great 
discouragement to the improver. Accustomed to 
range during the summer months over unlimited 
pastures, they become impatient of resti'aint, and 
an erratic mode of life seems necessary to ihtxt 
existence ; and no method hitherto adopted appears 
to he effectual to prevent their trespassing on forbid- 
den ground. It is a custom to fetter them by tying 
the. oiF leg behind with the near leg before by a 
rope, or a band of en twisted hay or rushes ; but 
the animals, urged by hunger and the strong desire 
of change, soon eat through these restraints, and 
then every field of winter corn or fodder becomes 
subject to their depredations. Acqustomed, like their 
compeers, the goats, to leap from crag to crag in quest 
of food, the highest .mounds are an insufficient 
fence.* Their agility is no less surprizing than their 
instinct. About the beginning of March they are 
sent to the mountains, where they remain during 
the summer months, depasturing the commonable 
herbage, frequently without a shepherd ; and such is 
their gregarious and social nature, that the flocks from 
the distant farms seldom intermix, and at the autum- 
Dal muster rarely is there a single delinquent to be 

* After riepeated trials^ a wall about seven fttt high^ with a 
co];^g that juts over horizontally six inches, has been found the 
pnlj secure barrier against these uawelcomp visitors. 
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found.* The latter end of September, or the be- 
ginning of October, according as the weather proves 
favourable or otherwise, they, as it were by one con- 
sent, begin to descend from the heights ; and at this 
time, if the weather prove very wet or cold, you 
may see tens of thousands filing oft to their respec- 
tive homes : nor is it in the power of the farmer, 
though his harvest may not be housed, to prevent 
this unseasonable irruption of his flock. This is a 
very peculiar breed of shefep, and is supposed to 
have been the original stock whence descended the 
present race in Spain. The body, both in size and 
symmetry are not unlike ; afid many rams we have 
seen so like to those imported from the Marino 
flocks, that they could scarcely be distinguished. 
Specimens of wool also we have procured, little in- 
ferior to that marked T, the produce of Spain : what 
therefore might not be expected by proper crossing ? 
Much has been done in England this way with 

• 

* This community of pasture^ however, facilitates the com*- 
mission of crimes, and sheep stealing is more frequent than* in 
England. Formerly one person would have ten or a dozen marks ; 
and when he wanted to house or sell his sheep, he would send 
his servants to bring in any they found with either of his marks, 
which appropriation he considered no crime : and from the num- 
.ber and similarity of ear marks, it was difficult to prove it 
felony. This evil growing enormous, on complaint being made 
to the cdunpil of the marshes, orders were sent, 3oth of Eliza- 
beth, to the sheriffs and justices for the redress of these griev- 
ances, and the suppression of these and other felonies. Every 
family hath now its hereditaiy maYk, which is duly registered 
in the Leet Roll, as coats of arms are in the Herald's College : 
and though the points are few, yet the varf^tions arising from 
their combination often occasion confusion in the b|azonrv of 
tliis pastoral heraldry. - 
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dissimilar breeds of sbeep, (Vid. Parry on Wool) 5 
and more might be expected where the dissimihriiy 
tvas less* It would appear from actual observation^ 
however, that amelioration depends more upon care 
than cross, upon attention than sanguinity. The 
trait we have mentioned shews us how we ought to 
regard instinct; that Natqrp strongly dislikes being 
thwarted, and that a proper attention to ber dictates 
would insare success, where failure too often dis*- 
appoints both the farmer and physician^ It is almost 
incredible what regard the Iberian shepherds pay lo 
food, change of pasture, and station, as it respects 
temperature, and shelter ; and the result ;rnay teach 
us how much is effected by these means. 

We have been told that coarse wool is invariably 
the produce of the north, and fine wool of the south. 
But thi^ is a very inaccurate account. Among dif-^ 
ferent animals, the sheep perhaps is capable of as 
great a range of latitude as any ; but his favoured 
clime appears to lie between 54® and 38° north. When 
he is found much to the northward or southward of 
thesis parallels, he appears a different aninuil, bis 
constitution is changed, he becomes more subject to 
disease, and his clothing is no longer that soft, fine, 
elastic substance we are accustomed to admire. The 
wool of the Swedish sheep is exceedingly coarse, and 
that of the Tropical climes so kempy as to resemble 
hair. Anderson, however, states, that with regard 
to the sheep in Jamaica, this is but partially true, 
The exception probably has arisen from circum- 
stances that will corroborate the doctrine. Formerly 
this phenomenon might have been ^een in Cornwall ; 
and it was as famous for hairy sheep, as fattening cat- 
tle with pill corn, qr seed of the paked pat (aveii^ 
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nuda of Linn^). But since more attention faas been 
paid to their flocks, the wool is no longer denomi* 
nated Cornish hair. Hence it is evident that skill 
and oare are as essential to the production of fine 
vool, as either breed or clime ; and that an article of 
such great national importance might be abundantly 
produced within our own country. 

The implements of husbandry are rude, and ill 
calculated for improvement. The ploughsi of the 
country are inconceivably awkward. In some, the 
mould board is supplied by a stick, fixed at a small 

, angle from the share to the beam. In others it is a 
straight board, which, constantly clogging, unfits it 
for the of&ce. The body is of a large sizcj with a 
long beam, which increases the power of the resist-* 
ance, and diminishes the draught : the share is with-* 
out a wing, and the coulter placed in such a direc- 
tion as to be of little use. The carriages are generally 
drays, or carts, waggons being seldom seen. The 
dray of this country is a most simple and puerile 

' machine. It consists of two long maiden poles, the 
Smaller ends serving for shafts, and the larger, con- 
fined by a cross bar, drag on the ground; on this 
inclined plane the load js kept on by two uprights, 
fixed on the. sides, about two feet from the lower 
extremity: this is chiefly used in the mountainous 
parts.' In the vales you will often see two small 
wheels, about a foot diameter, added. The cart 
consists of a pair of shafts placed upon two wheels,- 
running upon a* wooden axle, in such a 19086, 
giggling manner, you would suppose they were 
momentarily coming off; this must occasion a more 
difficult draft tbaa if the wheels ran truer : The 
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body is long and narrow, which upon, uneven ground 
cither throws the load behind out of the true line of 
draft, or so forward as to become an intolerable bur- 
then on the shaft hbrse. The roads, however, arc 
inany of t|^em so narrow, as not to admit of wider 
carriages' ; and this is an apology for the use of the 
present ill-contrived ones, even where there is room 
enough. With these they go for coal and lime, and 
with these they carry home their harvest. 

In cutting wheat they still use the common reap-* 
ing book, so inferior to the sickle ; but barley and 
oats they mow with, a scythe, armed with a cradle; 
similar to those used in the plains of Piedmont. By 
this means they lay thp swathe so even, that it is 
easily collected by hand, and bound in sheaves ; a 
custom certainly preferable to the slovenly method 
in England, of housing oats and barley like hay or 
straw. The* stacking up their sheaves in mows, co- 
vered with others reversed, called heckling^ is cer- 
tainly a judicious method, and worthy of imitation, 
especially in what is called a dripping harvest. 

In the barton or rickyard, the stavels, or ricks are 
small, seldom containing more than ten or twelve 
thrave ; and this they suppose contributes to the 
preservation of the grain. But the best reason may 
be found in what may be considered a serious evil, 
the smallness of their barns : one of these small 
ricks being as much as they can bouse to thresh at 
one time. 

Threshing, or winnowing machines are riot intro- 
duced, and even the old vane is but partially used, 
the chaff being separated from the corn by natural 
means*. In favourable weather it is taken upon 
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some neighbouring eminence, and shovelled in the 
face of the wind, the chafF flics ofF^ and the corn 
drops beneath. 

Happy, if when he had arrived thus far, the Welsh 
farmer were careful of the produce of the farm. His hay 
and straw, used as fodder, he suffers to be dissipated in 
various places, without the smallest benefit accruing 
from hs consumption. Immediately after harvest he 
sells his grain, when the price is generally lowest, 
and thus deprives himself of the advantage of the 
best market — and so improvident as not to reserve 
sufficient for his own use, he is often necessitated to 
purchase at a time, when the price becomes a consi- 
derable drawback on the profits of the farm* 

Thus, improvidence renders him necessitous, ne- 
cessity superinduces idleness ; and idleness in the 
farmer always insures the impoverishment of the 
farm. 

Many of the terrors so visible in the agriculture of 
this country, certainly arise from the ignorance, pre- 
judice, indolence, and poverty of the tenants ; but 
there are others, which attach to the proprietors of 
estates. The letting of farms, on rack rent, or from 
year to year, is highly injudicious, as it throws a per- 
tain obstacle in the way of improvement: for who 
would be forward to expend his taoney in improve- 
ments which may not be likely to benefit himsclf^or 
family. The letting lands by auction^ a practice 
frequently adopted here, is still more injurious ; for 
he who has been unwise enough to be the highest 
bidder, will not fail attempting to repair the loss his 
folly has occasioned, by draining the land of its 
extractable nourishmeot, during the short term he 
Qiay be in possession. 
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The want of proper outhouses is an essential de- 
ficiency in the encouragement justly due to the 
tenant ; for without these, it is in vain for him to 
attempt improvement — the barton^ with its accompa- 
Dying barns, stables, and stalls, is the source whence 
inust be derived the principal substances to enrich 
the farm. The putting the repairs of buildings as au 
onus upon the tenant, is another instance of mistaken 
economy : few are disposed to repair the houses of 
others, and none less so, perhaps, than rude un- 
educated farmers. The maxim '* obsta principiis" 
IS peculiarly urgent here. 

The general inattention to proper fencing, is too 
obvious to require an observation ; for land badly 
fenced reverts to the state of common, and thus it is 
added to the numerous wastes (here called moun^ 
tains), which are of no advantage to the farmer, and 
highly injurious, in their present unproductive state^ 
to the public. It has been stated that they are 
friendly to breeding cattle, affording the breeder a 
cheap run for his youpg stock : but are not these a 
stuntj^d race of little comparative value ? and do not 
many of tbem die for want of shelter and food? 
which, had they been on inclosed land, would have 
lived and thriven ; and has it not been ascertaiped^ 
that four times as m^ny sheep and cattle could be bred 
and reared upon. a given extent of land, fenced and 
in an improved state ? 

The observation, that cottagers would be greatly 
injured by a general inclosure of the waste lands, is 
made for want of attending to the state of the case ; 
the supposed advantage is, that of keeping a pow, or 
a few sheep ; but it has been clearly proved, if a 
cottager would place his cow to some neighbouring 

5 
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form to lack, even at three shillings per week, the 
extra profit would amount to more than the whole of 
such a cow kept upon the starving waste. 

Sheep, from being subject to ^he worrying of dogs, 
contagion from other flocks, and the various diseases 
arising from want, are almost always a losing specu- 
lation* But too often the cottager substitutes a hog 
for the cow, or sheep ; this enables him to attend 
the distant fairs and revels, which otherwise he 
would be unable to do. Thus idleness and profli- 
gacy are produced by this supposed advantage ; 
and the most abject penury the consequence of this 
• boasted privilege. And it will be found, with very 
few exceptions, that the labouring poor in the vici- 
nity of large commons are more necessitous than 
those residing in an inclosed country. 

Commons may be traced to the darkest aera of 
society ; and the barbarous relics of the feudal sys^ 
tem still remain, while land exists with such a tenure^ 
and in such a state. 

The waste lands of Wales only amount to 150,000 
acres : A great part of this would make excellent 
upland pasture for sheep ; another part is capable of 
being converted into excellent arable and pasture, 
and a large portion well adapted for planting to 
advantage. The scarcity of 1799? a"^ the conse- 
quent high price of bread in 1800 and 1801 ; the 
probability of this happening again ; the money sent 
out 6i the kingdom for the purchase of corn ; and the 
extravagant sums expended for navy timber, and 
other stores, growable on our neglected lands, are so 
many powerful motives for engaging in the import- 
ant work. Indeed it would be easy to write a vo* 
lume upon the necessity and practicability of 
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rendering the wastes productive lands ; but volumi- 
nous reasoning cannnake but little head against a 
host of prejudice ; and the most self-evident propo^ 
sitions are too often discarded, or thwarted by op- 
posing interests. Yet, "as it has justly been observed 
by a noble author, ^^ The patriot will ever wish, that 
while an acre of such waste shall remain, the legis- 
lature will not suffer an inhabitant to be driven to 
seek subsistence in a distant clime.* In a country 
where wood is so scarce, and the numerous mines, 
and smelting houses create such an increasing de- 
mand, policy would suggest the wisdom of planting. 
Indeed, neither in England nor Wales can there be 
a shadow of an apology for the shameful neglect of a 
duty, so pleasing in its exercise, and so beneficial in 
its consequences ; and more especially incumbent t)n 
the large proprietors : For, as Johnson justly and se- 
verely observes, " It is only to put the acorn in the 
ground to raise the future oak, which once planted 
will propagate itself.'* 

It is put in reply, that many parts of Wales arc 
too rocky, and others too elevated for the growth of 
timber. But the stools still observable, in the de- 
cayed forests amid the mountains, are a confutation 
of this idle objection ; and the number of places still 
retaining the name coed evinces that this country 



* Of such importance has this part of the internal improvement 
of a country been viewed by a rising contiuiental power, that Fre- 
deric of Prussia/called the Great, enforced by all means the culti- 
vation of waste lands, appropriating for thi§ purpose from, his 
great military expenditure, the sum of 600,000/. sterling, in the 
fpace of twenty years. An example worthy of imitation in a 
nation so fanned for science, and that stands so high in the me-* 
moirs of improvement as this» 
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once abounded with wood. The groves of the 
Menai, of the Conway, and of the Nedd rivers, 
where the loftiest forest trees flourish, prove that 
rocky soils are no impediment to the growth of a 
variety of timber trees. Even the coast, supposed 
to be so unfit for planting, may be cultivated with 
success, by planting such trees as will bear the a$^ 
sailing elements and smile. 



«i 



Quales cutn vertice celso 



Aeriae quercus aut coni ferae cyperissi 
Constiterunt, sylva alta Jovis lucusque D 



lana;. 
Virg. iEii. 

. The oak, quercus robur : beech, fagus sylvatica ; 
birch, betula pensila ; the service, sorbus aucupsiria ; 
aspin, populus tremula ; larch, pinus larinx ; and 
pin us communis, or Scotch fir, with some others, not, 
only stand the sea spray, but radicate in limestone, 
schistose, and almost all stratified rocks, and thrive, 
amidst the exposure of considerable elevations. 

The quick growing timber will in most cases, 
compensate for those of slower growth. Were the 
subject properly attended to, even mines, that have 
been destructive of woods, may become the pre- 
servers of timber. Mr. Evelyn mentions it as the 
opinion of his father, founded on his own experience, 
" That the iron works in the vicinity preserved 
bis Woods," He felled a part annually, leaving the 
choice trees standing, which be was enabled to do 
from the profits arising from the sale of charcoal. 
His regular falls produced a reasonable rent, and the 
standing timber was reserved as a fine. 

In opposition to what Mr, Evelyn has advanced 
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respecting the benefits accruing from planting to 
individuals, it has been advanced that wood lands 
might be turned to more profitable purposes, because 
arable and pasture employ, at the present, many 
hands; 'whereas timber, while growing, finds work 
for few, or none : and that the rental is far inferior 
toother lands. 

It must be granted, that wood during its growth 
gives employment. to but few bands; but it hinders 
none, and when felled, in its consequences it fur- 
nishes subsistence to many. And we have known 
many woodlands let for twenty shillings per acre, 
and the taking highly advantageous to the tenant. 
It must be a poor acre of wood, that after fourteen 
years growth is not worth thirty pounds ; and then 
point out land that with the same care will afford 
equal profit to the holder. 

' Wherever the circumstances are such, as to sup- 
port this argument, maxims of prudence will ever 
operate as a restraint on planting. But where land is 
what is termed wooaseer^ i. e. calculated for the 
growth of wood, the objection becomes invalid ; 
and where private interest coincides with pub- 
lic benefit, every encouragement is held oiit for 
this species of improvement. Houghton, in his col- 
lect for improvements in husbandry, endeavours to 
invalidate the instances of advantage adduced by 
Evelyn. But an analysis of his arguments proves 
them mere fallacies ; nor will his reasoning stand the 
test of calculation. Beside, in an island inhabited by 
a commercial people, timber is absolutely necessary 
for its welfare ; and it can never be wisdom to prefer 
things of momentary convenience to those of- indis- 
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pensable necessity. As policy should lead us to take a 
prospective, so gratitude should also induce us to 
adopt a retrospective view. 

If we have' received blessings by the provident care 
and labour of our predecessors, we ought to be care- 
ful to transmit similar blessings to our successors : 
and if the welfare of our country be an object of pa-', 
iriotic importance, our conduct ought to be regu«- 
lated by the probable wants of posterity. The fu- 
ture demands of the navy, commercial shipping, 
buildings, &c. are objects to which due attention S 
should be paid by the present possessors ; and the 
decrease in supply and the increiase in demand, to* 
gethcr with the exhausted state of many of our prin- 
cipal collieries^ place the matter in the most striking 
point of view. The duty of planting is urgent, it is 
indispensable. Experience points it out as profitable ; 
but to the liberal man, the argument will be suffi- 
ciently strong, from the prospect of those blessings, 
which posterity will derive from his previous atten- 
tion and salutary care. 

If to sohie the objections to planting appear to 
have weight, there can be none to a proper atten^ 
tion being paid to lands already under wood. To 
render them as profitable as possible at present, and 
secure a permanency of profits, must be an appeal 
that will be felt by every interested bosom. From 
the very erroneous opinion, that woods require nei- 
ther culture nor care till the time of felling, no at- 
tention has hitherto been paid to this species of pro- 
perty. In consequence the deficiency in their pro- 
ducts has been incalculably great: For want of 
t proper fencing has subjected the sylvan scene to the 
depredatory intrusions of the routing bog, and the 
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browsing goat. The former by devouring the acorns^ 
and other arboriferous seeds, destroys the plants in 
embryo; while the latter, by barking the infant 
plants prevents their growth. The neglect also of 
thinning the underwood, and clearing away brambles^ 
briars, and pernicious weeds, has prevented the be- 
neficial effects arising from the admission of air, and 
sufficient space : Attention to these points afe es- 
s^titially requisite to stop the ravages that threaten 
tt)e total destruction of the^ present woods. 

. If' mining, agriculture, and pfanting be thus ne- 
glected, it cannot be supposed the genius of the peo- 
ple should be eminent in trade. Indeed, excepting 
the few instances before alluded to, there is scarcely 
such a thing as manufactures. The country pro- 
duces abundance of wool ; and the continual recur- 
rence of rivers and streams affords ample means of 
manufacturing it to advantage. Yet, except a few 
flannels in North Wales, and a few druggets in the 
south, for domestic purposes, there is nothing like an 
attempt at a profitable we^vipg trade. In the inte- 
rior parts of South Wales, almost every female is ac- 
quainted with the arts of carding and spinning wooF, 
which they knit into stockings, wigs, caps, &c. A 
woman will, by close application, card, spin, and 
knit about four pairs of full sized stockings per week. 
These will take two pounds of wool, of such as the 
dealers refuse, and four ounces of oil. When brought 
to market thoj^ will sell for about ten pence per pair. ' 
The account will stand thu»— wool, Is. 8d.— oil, 4d. 
.^sale of stockings, 3s. 4d.-^gain Is. 4d. Miserable, 
hard earned profits indeed ! How much is it t6 be 
regretted, that the arm of labour should be thus 
aramped^ and that the ^ spirit of industry, wbieh the 
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females of this country possess in a mudh greater 
degree than the males/ should not be diverted to a 
more profitable channel. 

Formerly they manufactured flannels and coarse 
cloths for sale ; but of late years this has dwindled to 
nothing, and English dealers buy up the greater 
part of the wool, which, when manufactured into 
cloth, is again returned them at six or eight times 
the original price. This impolitic sale of the raw 
article may gratify those residing to the east of the 
Severn ; but it adds an increasing weight upon the 
shouldersof the Welsh, already too heavily pressed 
by the iron hand of want and penury. 

Would the patriotic gentlemen take up the sub- 
ject, and encourage manufactures in their several 
districts, they would soon materially better the con- 
dition of the labouring poor. 

The people of South Wales are different in person, 
language, dress, &c. from those of North Wales, 
The characteristics of broad foreheads, high cheek 
bones, dark eyes, and black hair, are much less dis- 
tinct ; the language less pure, and their.dress varies 
almost in every county. Much of this has doubtless 
arisen fronn their form of government, under separate 
chieftains, only acknowledging the sovereignty of the 
Prince of South Wales; and much from thp great 
intermixture of strangers — Flemings, Normans^ 
English, &c., whose different manners have mingled 
with those of the country. The shades of pecu^ 
liarity are stronger in the vicinity of the mountains^ 
and weaken- as you approach the coast. . . 

They are a hardy race, patient of fatigue, though 
not given to labour, and, if not so robust as the 
English- peasantry, what they want in strength they 
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make up by agility: Perhaps this may be accounted 
for from their mode of living. They but seldom eat 
butchers' meat^ and beer is among their luxuries $ 
feariey cakes^ baked on* a flat iron^ called a back 
fttone^ potatoes mixed with skimmed milk, and but* 
termilkji Or the liquor called dodrigryafel^ constitute 
their principal food. The latter, a fermented liquor 
from, the juice of the wild service tree, you will re- 
cognize as a classical beverage. Virg. G. iii. L. 379. 
Their temper, like that of their brethren in the norths 
is warm, quick, impatient of controul, and addicted to 
revenge; Fuller facetiously observes, "That their 
spirit is like their country, full of ups and downs, of 
elevations and depressions/* Yet, when unprovoked, 
they are peaceably disposed, and possess a very con- 
siderable degree qf generosity and hospitality. The 
Utter is not so frequently found as formerly, owing 
to the great impositions that have been practised on 
the generous ipinded inhabitants; and the less ne- 
cessity there is for its exercise, from the opening of 
turnpike roads, and the establishment of inns. But 
speaking from experience we can say, she has not yet 
quitted the country; and that she will still be 
be found an imnate in almost every mansion. 

The early Britons were fond of the sports of the 
field, and the game dogs of Britain, Strabo says, 
were highly esteemed by the Romans. Though 
Csesar observes that the Druidical religion forbad the 
eating o( hares* flesh, yet it does not fdlow, that 
this animal was not included among others obnoxious 
to the chace. It is at present a most favourite amuse- 
ment, and the soundof the horn 13 much more fre- 
quently heard than the ploughman's whistle. From 
the nature of the country^ but few horseu^n attend a 
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Imnt ; frequently the gentlemen with the huntsmao 
are dtstnounted ; and numbers on foot climb some 
neighbouring eminence, whence, from the circum*- 
volutions made by the poor anipial, when worried bjf 
the dogs, they advantageously )see what they cbnsi- 
der the best of the sport. Others with hunting poles 
in their bands, more fleet of foot, will follow the dogs, 
leaping brooks and bogs with surprising agility ; and 
irom judgment and celerity , are not unfrequently in 
at the death. 

During the establishment of the Romans in Bri^ 
tain, it does not appear, that any restrictive lawa 
respecting game were promulgated by that people. 
In their early jurisprudence it was an established 
maxim^ to invest the right of such things as were 
feriB natur(e with the first possessor. Fronji the 
silence of ancient historians upon this subject, it is 
probable, the Britons were left at liberty to exercise 
their ancient rights and privileges. The game laws 
are still looked upon as unreasonable restraints on 
their liberty ; nor are they much put in force in tha 
interiorof the country. 

Clocking, as it is termed, or fighting cocks regu- 
larly trained for the purpose, is another popular 
diversion ; and perhaps this has tended to produce 
the very large breed of fowls in many parts of the 
couiftry. This sport, derived from the Romans, and 
encouraged by several English Monarchs, is often 
conducted in Wales in a manner which greatly 
enhances its cruelty : It is termed the Welsh mainy 
and doubtless arose from .that determined and irre- 
strainable spirit with which the Welsh enter into 
«very kind of contest. It consists of so many pair of 
cocks, siuppose sixteen, which fight with each other 
until one half of them are killed ; the sixteen con^ 
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querors are pitted a second time in like manner^ and 
half are slain ; the eight survivors a third time ; the 
four a fourth time ; and the remaining two a fifth 
time: So that thirty one cocks are sure to be in- 
humanly murdered for the sport of the spectators. 

From the number of rings observable in the dif- 
ferent towns, and villages, bull baiting also has been 
a favourite diversion ; but this barbarous pastime is 
justly growing fast in to^ disuse. 

Otter hunting in the neighbourhood of the lakes 

and rivers furnishes considerable sport during the 

winter season ; and a variety of other amusements in 

; common with England, tend to divert the mind 

from ennui and melancholy. 

Unbounded credulity is another prominent fea- 
ture iti the character of the Welsh. This sub* 
jects them to perpetual imposition : hence their 
faith in fynnpn vair, or holy wells ; and the con- 
fidence they place in those impudent charlatans 
in medicine vulgarly denominated waUr doctors : 
men who, Browne observes, endeavour to make 
us believe, that there is Aaron's breast-plate in 
urines ; and to these they have recourse as to the 
oracle of life; make them the determinators of 
virginity, conception, fecundity, and all the inscruta- 
ble infirmities of the human frame; and pretend to 
resolve things at which the devil of Dclphos \could 
demur. Many of these * are in repute in every 
county, and th6 people appeal to them for advice in 
the diseases of cattle also. Astrologers who pretend 

* Mention is roade in the Amacnitates Academical, Vol. 3, of 
one of these uroscopic empirics at Amsterdam, who acquired a 
fortune by prognosticating whether persons would live or di?, 
from the smell of their urine. It bfeing a fact, that the urine of 
4jing persons is destitute of odour. 
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to understand the cabala of the stars^ and others of 
inferior pretensions, make theni believe that arbitrary 
mad accidental events below are necessarily connect- 
ed with causes above : upon which they credulously 
assent to any vain prognostic^ and swallow greedily 
the blasphemous predictions of men respecting af* 
fairs, which, from the independency of their causes, ' 
'and the contingency of their events, can only ht 
known to the prescience of God. 

But credulity is the offspring of superstition, 
which is made. up of an unreasonable degree of re* 
ligious fear. . As soon as religion began to lose its 
purity, it very fast degenerated ; and instead of a 
comfortable sense of duty, there succeeded a fear- 
ful gloom; an unnatural horror, which was con- 
tinually augmented, as men departed from the source 
of truth. In the first ages, ufged by this misguiding 
principle, men repaired to tlie summits of mountains, 
as supposing they should be nearer the residence of the 
Deity ; or to lonely caverns, which they considered 
the retreat of spiritual agent8;(Vid. Porphyry.) Hence 
originated the belief in polytheism, the suppo3ed 
existence of numbei^ess deities, the profane rites and 
barbarous customs so conspicuous among heathen 
nations, the gross and visible darkness amidst the 
enlightened ages of Greece and Rome. From them 
it descended, through different channels, to us ; and 
though Christianity has dispelled much of the gloom, 
yet it has hitherto been unable to expel the whole of 
those dense meteors from the atmosphere of truth. 

No wonder then, that in a mountainous and se- 
eluded country like thi.<^, superstition has taken her 
seat ; and, supported by ignorance and adherence to 
iradition, she still retains it : that popular errors are 
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received as true, imaginary delusions coiTstdered as 
realities, and things believed which to the eye of 
reason appear preposterous and absurd. Hence the 
belief in fairies, the re- appearanpe of departed spirits, 
supernatural appearanceis, and miraculous powers 
exercised by invisible agents during the peaceable 
tin)e of night is pretty general through the country. 
What is called second sight in Scotland, here aWn- 
inawr,.is confined to. sonie districts ; and in Cardi- 
gan and its borders the belief in canwyll corf, or the 
corpse candle is greatly magnified and extended. This 
is a light discoverable by some indiflFerent person pre- 
vious to the death of another in the neighbourhood ; 
land is looked upon^as an infallible pr<^nostic of fa- 
tality, in whatever house it is seen to enter : there it- 
is supposed to remain till the time affixed for the inter^* 
ment of the person whose mortality it has presaged, 
when it moves slowly before the funeral procession ; 
and when the body is laid in the grave it instantly 
disappears; This phenomenon may be accounted for 
from the frequent inflammation of hydrogynous gas 
mixing with atmospheric air, and enkindled by el^c* 
trio matter. Indeed, from the peaty and morassy 
soils of this district, such is its phosphorescent qua^ 
lityi that often aparks of fire will be seen under the 
feet of travellers, which, to persons unacquainted wi^h 
the cause, must appear formidable, if not ominous, 
From similar causes proceed those luminous effects 
palled, from the supposed shapes they assume, Ian* 
$erns, flying dragons, dancing giants, &c. &c. 

It is a custom in Caermarthenshire to repair at 
midnight, on the ^ve of All Souls' Day, to the parish 
church, to iool^ into the book of fate, then supposed 
to be opened^ After utterif)g oerf ain prayerS| ap4 
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attending in silence till the awful hour^ they suppose 
they hear distinctly whispered the names of all those 
that shall die in their neighbourhood during the 
following year. That this was an imposition prac-^ 
tiscd upon the people during the* time of popery, I 
can readily believe ; and there can be little doubt, 
but the wantonness of the present age tends to sup- 
port the farce. 

During the Christmas holidays, till after twelfth 
day, it is a custom for per^ns to assume the shape of 
a horse, or bull,* cither clothed in the skin, or 
dressed in the shape of one of those animals, and at- 
tended by a companyiljDf-idte people/ to enter the* 
house of respectable people, neighing or bellowing 
in a hideous manner, and committing other acts of 
rudeness, to the great terror or annoyance of the 
inhabitants, who generally, by a gratuity of viands 
and money, purchase their deliverance from these 
invaders of their peace. Johnson mentions a similar 
custom practised in the Hebrides ; as also another, 
very frequent here, that of bowing or courtesying, and 
blessing the new m9on. Others, common to both 
parts of thp principality, I have mentioned in my 
description of North Wales : many of theni clearly 
relics of the impious rites and ridiculous ceremo- 
nies used in the Saturnalia of the ancient Romans. 
A spirit directly opposite to this has, however, of 
late years occupied the bosom of the Welsh. A 
misguided and excessive %eaJ in matters of religion. If 
superstition fears, enthusiasm presumes too much ; 

* From this most probably was derived the stalking-horse of 
the fowlers^ and the hobby-horse of the jugglers, during the four* 
teenth and fifteenth centuries* (Vid Strutfi Sports.) 
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tind the danger from presumption is greater- thaii 
from fear. The one is consistent with ba« 
mility, the other is constantly accompanied by 
pride. Standing on the ground where Christianity 
was planted^ at a very early period^ and which had for 
ages been the theatre for the display of truth in greater 
purity than in many other places^ we could not but la- 
ment, to see the present humiliating state of the church 
and the ravages made in the flock of Christ. Method* 
ism^ as.it is vulgarly termed, wears a very diiferent as- 
pect in the southern to what it does iq the northern 
part of the principality. It does not however consistin 
heresy^ but in fanaticism ; not so much in perverse, 
or upscriptural doctrines/as a disorderly zeal for the 
propagation of truth ; which produces irregularit}'^ 
confusion, and many evil works. 

There are many sects of what are considerect re- 
gular dissenters from the established church, which 
had their rise in the reigns 6f James and Charles; 
and especially during the Protectorate of CromweL 
And these are often confounded with the modem se- 
Ceders. Indeed the churches are very generally 
neglected, and wha-t is termed the dissenting interest 
makes rapid strides over this part of the principality ^ 
for the resultofthcsQ secessions generally, after the 
ebullitions of opposition hf ve subsided, i$ an accumu- 
lation of numbers on the side of dissent. Few, even 
if self con vie ted of the impropriety of their conduct 
in departing, seldom return to, acknowledge their 
errpr ip the bosom of the church. Some powerful, 
causes must have operated to occasion such a serious 
dereliction. The love of novelty, or the pride of 
dis.^inption are inadequate to account for such nun)> 
bers breal^ing off ib^if a^herQap? to ji^ticjuity^ and 
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rising superior to the most inveterate prejudices and 
confiraied habits. The probable causes arc many, 
and some which we shafi here pass over, are best 
known to t|ie parties at issue ; but others are too ob«* 
vious not to be distinctly seen. 

The poverty of the church stands forward as a dis- 
tinguishing cause. The livings are chiefly vicarages^ 
and, owing to the unjust rapacity of the 8th Henry^ 
are so small, as to render pluralities necessary to pro- 
cure incumbency. Ttie inconsiderable sums which 
can be allowed to assistants, or stipendiary curates, 
occasions a greater plurality in curacies than in 
livings : nor is it unfrequent for a clergyman to have 
four or five difFerent churches to serve on the same 
day. How the solemn service of our liturgy must, 
from necessit}', be performed, may be belter con- 
ceived than expressed ; especially when it is recol- 
lected, that several miles are to be rode or walked over 
during the same period. This extraordinary labonn,* 
and so ill rewarded, deters men of education, of talent,' 
and piety from, engaging in the service. Others^ 
therefore, from among the lowest of the people, and 
destitute of education, (at least such as is necessary 
to understand divinity, and properly explain it ta 
others) are necessarily admitted into holy orders; 
many of whom, by the lowness of th^ir manners, too 
often throw obstacles in the way of truth, and de^ 
grade their ministry. Is it matter of surprise then, 
if the people, finding their pastors as illiterate as 
themselves, should be inclined to follow others with * 
more pretensions to piety, and at least equal qlaims 
to human learning ? and that the semblance of' 
religion, to allow nomorc, should have more influence 
than apparent indiflTerence, Hence has arisen 9 



444 Staie of Religion. 

conduct directly opposite to the formerly well re- 
ceived maxim, " Na difanco y beryglawr." Do not 
vilify your parish priest." 

The remedy is^ to ameliorate the situation of the 
parochial clergy, encourage men of learning and re*^ 
spectability to undertake the duties of the church. 
The labourer 18 worthy of his hire.; and when per- 
sons are deemed qualified to fill the most important 
station, as it respects this or a future world, the least 
which might, be expected should be, to protect them 
from the most poignant of all sufferings, genteel po^ 
vsrty^ and the consequent contempt brought forth 
upoQ therai and religion, from their inability to move 
with decent propriety in the conspicuous sphere in 
^hicb they are placed. The wise and religious 
part of the clergy, of which there are a goodly num« 
ber, I doubt not would disclaim earthly honours^ 
they would forego earthly advantages, for the great 
cause they espouse and love. But when many of 
them have spent their patrimony in an education to 
qualify them for the priesthood ; and when admitted, 
are by law restricted from every means of supporting 
A wife and family, but what arises from the miserable, 
the taunting pittance, even of what is called a tolerable 
living, or a good curacy ; they request the state eitbep 
to remove these restrictions, and give tbem at least 
the privileges of dissenters, or make a moderate pro^ 
vision for their necessary support, place them above 
the temptations of want, and allow them some small 
comforts, in return for their pastoral care, and their 
public advice. A decent provision for a regular and' 
orderly minfster has been ever considered by en« 
lightened qations as an essential point in a rational 
policy. And if any church eyer had a right to such 



SSate of Religton^ 44& 

ii provision^ surely it is that pure and apostolic one 
established in this kingdom. The claim is urgent^ 
the necessity strong ; it not only solicits, but de* 
mands the most immediate attention : for there is no 
class of society so oppressed by imperious circum- 
stances, as those which the barbarism of the times 
invidiously styles the Inferior Clergy, alias those who 
bear the beat and burthen of the day ; and who 
perform the principal service in the church of Christ* 
Their duty is arduous^ their situation degrading. The 
case of dissenting ministers is a desirable one in this 
respect^ when compared with that of men possessed 
of the enviable emoluments of tythes^ and professedly 
fostered in the bosom of the state. At the close of 
the late ruinous and tremendous war^ it might have 
been expected from gratitude^ that the legislature 
would have paid some respect to the wants of the 
clergy. When Europe was convulsed by internal 
division^ and discord overturned states; rebellion 
trampled upon crowns^ and anarchy erected her 
standard; when various trains were laid^ and their nu- 
merous explosions shook this kingdom to its \tTy 
centre ; what preserved it on its base ? Under Pro-* 
vidence^ the wisdohi^ the learning, the abilities, the 
piety, the patriotism, and loyalty of the clergy. By 
their exhortations, conversation, and example, they 
stemmed the torrent of innovation ; and by their per- 
severing resistance put to flight the daemon of divi- 
sion. Their unshaken loyalty, I repeat, was, Deo 
juvante,.the preservation of our country. Even under 
the pressure of want, when the allurements of wealth 
and power were held out, not one was to be found 
that relinquished his duty of inculcating submission ; 
not oncji tbat^ awed by menaces, or seduced by re* 
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wards, would forego preaching the sin and lolly df 
insuhordination. How have they been rewarded? 
They are left with the satisfaction of seeing the bless- 
ings of unanimity restored to their country, while 
their own minds are harassed by penury, and their 
peace destroyed by the incessant demands, made still 
mote urgent by their increasing necessity. Sed 
falia me memitiisse luget. 

A second and powerful cause ^i& the neglect of 
preaching the doctrines of the gospel, and sub- 
stituting in their room lessons taken from the Hea- 
then schools of Greece and Rome. If holiness pro- 
ceed from Fdiih in Christ, then the end of preaching 
can never be obtained by mere moral persuasion. It 
has justly been observed, that though religion in- 
clude morality, yet morality is not religion. For 
though a religious nrtan cannot be immoral,yeta strict- 
ly moral man may be irreligious ; and infidelity boasts 
of her nt^merous examples of the strictest morality. 
The morality enjoined in the gospel is of a different 
nature to that inculcated in the pagan writers. It' 
proceeds! from higher motives, it is carried to a greater 
extent, and enforced ))y different and stronger sanc- 
tions. As a passing stranger through the country, I 
may notice competent to speak upon this subject ; 
but a learned prelate, who lately presided over this 
part of the church, attributes the increase of me- 
thodism principally io this cause^ the too apparent 
discrepance between the pulpit and the desk ; the 
incongruity observable between the litu^ read, and' 
tha doctrines preached. In his charge delivered at 
his primary visitation of St. David'*, the subject of: 
moraliiy and religion are most ably discussed. After 
clearly illustrating some of the principal doctrines of 
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Ifur churchy he adds, ^^ I am much mistaken, if a pro* 
per diligence on our owrl parts to inculcate these doc* 
trines, which are indeed the very basis of the Chris- 
tian system, which the philosophisers of the present 
times explain away, and the illiterate enthusiast, by 
the meanness of his style, and the absurdity of his 
illustrations, too often burlesques ; I .am mistaken 
if a proper diligence on our part to inculcate these 
doctrines would not soon supersede the necessity of 
all controversy* Truth deeply planted in the public 
mind would keep possession by i'ts own native 
strength : the common people made proficients in the 
faith, however in other respects illiterate, and accus- 
tomed to the doctrine originally delivered to the 
saints, would turn with horror from every thing of a 
contrary sound : nourished with the sincere milk 
of the word, they would refuse a drink of doubtful 
quality, mingled by a stranger. In d word, our 
churches would be thronged ; while the moralizing 
Unitarian would be left to read bis dull weekly lec- 
ture to the walls of hisdeserted conventicle, and the 
field preacher would bellow unregarded to ihc wil- 
derness/' Bishop Horsley. 

While I thus oppose the usurpation of the priest- 
hood, lament the divisions * among Christians,, and 

* A great political writer has stated^ ^* That ndmerous sects are 
Ueneficial to society/' Smithes Wealth of Nations. But this can- 
not be true primi facfe ; for if unanimity lead to peace, the want 
of it must lead to strife ; and he who' considers contention and 

* 

division as a stal^le foundation for the social compact, must dis« 
aent to a doctrine divine in its origin, and^ confirmed by expe* 
ricnce. Eventually perhaps, as God bringeth good out of evil, 
they may in mercy be permitted to prevent any combination to 
corrupt the scriptures, excite holy en^ulation, and give room for 
a^-denlal, and the exercise of charity. 
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deprecate the consequences arising from a misguided 
^eal, I would not be understood to trench for a mo* 
ment on the sacred principle of toleration. No! 
God forbid^ that^ as a Christian minister^ I snould en- 
courage the most distant idea of persecution. The 
bistory of the evils arising from want of Christian 
forbearance^ and charity about difference in religious 
opinions^ most powerfully deter me. As the princi^ 
pie of TertulHan is mine, the language of Tertul- 
lian is my motto, ^[ Non est religionis religionem 
coercere." Let the right of private judgment remain 
inviolate, let the exercise of public worship, as far aa 
consistent with the safety of the state, be perfectly 
fttt. But the bigot will object, the evil is increas- 
ing ; and toleration, already too far extended, evi- 
dently makes it the greater. What is to be done? 
Not persecute. Remember it is easier to rail than 
to reason ; to censure, than confute. That misre- 
presentation and violence only tend to rouse the 
fiercer passions, and widen the breach; that we 
ought to make allowances for our fellow creatures, 
from the consideration of our own weakness; reflect 
that few persons vipw objects in the same light ; and 
that amid the dark and double images of things, it is 
difficult to separate what is clear from what is ob- 
scure, and assign each its proper place in the picture, 
as to light and shade ; that universal orthodoxy or 
general uniformity were never yet established ; that 
faith is the gift of God, to which th^ heart must be 
disposed by divine grace : any attempt therefore to 
change it, but by persuasion and prayer, is an 
usurpation bf that prerogative, which God has exclu- 
sively reserved to himself. The weapons of our war^ 
fare are not carnal but sprittial': let us then, by 
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example as well as precept, persuade them we are m 
the right, and by the purity of our doctrines, and the 
fervency of our zeal, prove, that we are of the true 
faith ; and demonstrate both by our holding the 
truth as well as the lineage of our descent^ that we are 
the genuine successors of the first evangelists^ and that 
the true apostolical succession is preserved without con* 
troversy in the episcopal church. Remembering that 
he approximates nearest the thrpne of God, who 
most adorns the doctrines of the Saviour. Let us by 
forbearance, meekness, and moderation, endeavour 
to enlist those who are it) error under the banners of 
benevolence ; and may ministers, as the delegates of 
heaven, propose truth in a way calculated to secure 
its triumph over the heart — not cloud it by rancour 
and severity, but brighten it by the heaverdy rays of 
hunumify and love. 
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A NEW ABRIDGEMENT 



x>t 



.THE PHILOSOPHICAL TRANSACTIONS. 



TRQM THEIR'COMMENCEMENT TO THE PRESENT TIME. 



1 HE best estimators of scientific productions, not only an^ong otirselve* 
but throughout all the enlightened parts of Europe, have unanimousljr 
allowed that the Transactions of the Royal Socjety of London contain a 
rich and almost unrivalled treasure of facts and discoveries in every branch 
of demonstrative and experimental knowledge. Accordingly they are con- 
stantly referred to, as the highest and most satisfactory authority, by all 
■waiters on philosophical subjects. Nor will this appear surprising when it 
i^ considered, that the names of a Boyle, a Newton, a Hall^y, a 
Ha LE3, and such illustrious characters, are to be found in the list of thos© 
who have contributed by their labours to the formation of this valuable 
collection. It is natural, therefore, for every one who bas any taste for 
scientific pursuits to have an eager desire to be possessed of so excellent a 
work. At the present period, however, it can fall to the lot of veiy few 
to satisfy their wishes in this respect, in consequence of the high pric« ainl 
extreme scarcity of the original collection 3 a complete set of which amounts 
to no less thap 92 volumes ♦ 

To supply this want. Abridgements of the original have been undertaken 
by different persons at different times^ by Lowthorpe, in 1705; by 
JVIoTTE, in 172O; by Jones, in 17'21; by Mautyn, in 1733; und b/ 
B ADD AM, in 1738. All the^e Abridgements have been found useful, and 
some of them have gone through repeated editions 5 but it is to be observed 
that the plan is not exactly the same iu all, nor do they all possess an equal 
degree of merit. Indeed it was not to be expected that any single indi- 
vidual, however conversant in matters of science, should be able to epito- ' 
inize, in a perfectly satisfactory manner, papers which embrace such a 
vast variety of philosophical topics. Add to this that a complete set of the 
old Abridgements is now become nearly as scarce as a complete sej*ies of 
the Transactions at large; and that when obtained, they will be found to' 
fall short of our own times by half a century and upwards. 

A new Abridgement, therefore, of this national work — upon an im-, 
proved and uniform plan, executed, not by a single individual, but by a 
society of men eminent in their respective departments, and brought down 
in a regular series from the first institution of the Royal Society to the pre- 
sent day — has been long and ardently desired. An anonymous attempt ' 
indeed was made last year, and one volume was published; but, not 
meeting with sufficient approbation, it has been found expedient wholly toi 
liiscontinue anil nbandon it. . 



In the present new Abridgement, the Maflieraatjcal Department (in- 
cluding Astronomy, Geometry, Optics, Mechanics, &c.) will be undertaken 

By CHARLES HUTTON, L. L. D. F. R. S. MaUiematical Professor at 

Woolwich, 

The Department of Natural History (including Zoology, Botany, and 

Mineralogy), 

By GEORGE SHAW, M. D. F. R. S. and F. L. S. of the British Museum-, 

And that of Medicine (including Anatomy, Physiology, Chemistry, &c.) 

- By RICHARD PEARSON, M. D. F. S. A. of Bloomsbury-square. 

The subjects will be presented in the same order in which thby appear 
in the original. The more important dissertations will be reprinted in 
the style and language of the respective authors, with the adoption, 
however, of the modern, instead of the old orthography : The less 
important dissertations will be considerably abridged; and when papers 
occur, the subjects of which are tieemed uninteresting, or of which 
better accounts are to be found in some of the subsequent volumes, 
the titles only will be given, with short explanatory notes; but no 
paper will be left. wholly unnoticed. Those which are written in foreign 
languages will be translated, unless from the nature of the subject there 
would be an impropriety in giving thein in English All the figures con- 
tained in the plated of the original Transactions will be re-engraven by emi- 
nent artists, e;ccepting such as relate to uninteresting papers of the descrip- 
tion before mentioned. 

When necessary, the Papers will be elucidated by Critical and Scientific 
Notes, and a short biographical Notice will accompany the first mention 
of any principal contributor to th^ original wor)t. 

A detached volume will be published during the progress of the work, 
containing an historical sketch of the origin, progress, and present state 
of this distinguished Institution ; together with Biographical Memoirs of some 
of its most illustrious Members— embellished with a well-engraven head 
of each. 

To each volume there wilUbe two tables of contents; one corresponding 
with ^he numbers as printed; the other exhibiting the different subjects 
classed under their respective heads. 

This Abridgement will be printed in 4 to. and published in parts, one of 
which, consisting of from '22 ta 26 sheets, with a proportionate number of 
plates, will appetir on the 1st day of every month, price iOs. 6d. Eour of 
these parts will form a large volume. A few copies will be printed, ^in a 
very superior style, on royal paper, price 18s. each part* ^It ^s intended 
that this Abridgei'nent shall uot exceed i 8 volumes, and that the last volume 
shall contain a copious index to the whole. 

The first part will be published on the first of' July. 

Having thus detailed the plan of their undertaking, the Publishers have 
only to add, that, as the former Abridgements by single individuals, on a 
narrower scale, met with considerable encouragemi?nt at the time of their 
appearance; they are induced to hope that tJiis New Abridgement, cob' 
ducted by a society of scientific men, upon an improved and more coirpre- 
hensive plan, will secure to itself d countenance and reception, fully retri- 
butive Of the pains and expense they shall bestow updn it, and proportiorv^Ve 
to the present increased ardor for philosophical pursuits, and the increased 
difiiision of spirit and liberality throughout the nation. 

Printed by and for C. and R. Baldwin of New Bridge -street, Black- 
Friars. Sold also by Ross and Blackwood of Edinburgh; by John Ardior 
«f Dublin, and all other Booksellers. 

London, June 1, 1803* . '^ 



